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HE numerous enemies, whom Wolfey’s fuddeno y 4 p. 
elevation, his afpiring character, and his haughty XXVIII. 
deportment had raifed him, ferved only to rivet 


¥ois. 
him fafter in Henry’s confidence; who valued himfelf on Wollfey’s 
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fupporting the choice which he had made, and who was 
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C H A P. incapable of yielding either to the murmurs of the people 
‘pitta ‘or to'the difcontents of the great. That artful prelate 


likewife, well acquainted with the king’s imperious 
temper, concealed from him the abfolute afcendant, 
which he had acquired; and while he fecretly directed 
all public councils, he ever pretended a blind fubmiffion 
to the will and authority of his mafter. By entering 
into the king’s pleafures, he preferved his affection ; 
by conducting his bufinefs, he gratified his indolence ; 
and by his unlimited complaifance in both capacities, he 
prevented all that jealoufy, to which his exorbitant ac- 
quifitions, and his fplendid oftentatious train of life fhould 
naturally have given birth, The archbifhopric of York 
falling vacant by the death of Bambridge, Wolfey was 
promoted to that fee, and refigned the bifhopric of Lin- 
coln. Befides enjoying the adminiftration of Tournays 
he got pofleffion, on eafy leafes, of the revenues of Bath, 
Worcefter, and Hereford, bifhoprics filled by Italians, 
who were allowed to refide abroad, and who were glad 
to compound for this indulgence, by yielding a confi- 
derable fhare of their income. He held in commendam 
the abbey of St. Albans, and many other church pre- 
ferments. He was even allowed to unite with the fee 
of York, firft that of Durham, next that of Winchefter; 
and there feemed to be no end of his acquifitions. His 
farther advancement in ecclefiaftical dignity ferved him as 
a pretence for engrofling {till more revenues: The pope, 
obferving his great influence over the king, was defirous 
of engaging him in his interefts, and created him a car- 
dinal. Nochurchman, under colour of exacting refpeé& 
to religion, ever carried to a greater height the ftate 
and dignity of that character. His train confifted of 
eight hundred fervants, of whom many were knights 
and gentlemen: Some even of the nobility put their 
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children into his family as a place of education; and ifiC H A P. 


XXVIII. 


order to gain them favour with their patron, allowed, , 


them to bear offices as his fervants. Whoever was di- 
ftinguifhed by any art or fcience paid court to the car- 
dinal; and none paid court in vain. Literature, which 
was then in its infancy, found in him a generous patron ; 
and both by his public inftitutions and private bounty, 
he gave encouragement to every branch of erudition’. 
Not content with this munificence, which gained him 
the approbation of the wife, he ftrove to dazzle the eyes 
of the populace, by the fplendor of his equipage and 
furniture, the coflly embroidery of his liveries, the 
Juftre of his apparel. He was the firft clergyman in 
England that wore filk and gold, not only on his habit, 
but alfo on his faddles and the trappings of his horfes>. 
He caufed his cardinal’s hat to be borne aloft by a perfen 
of rank; and when he came to the king’s chapel, would 
permit it to be laid on no place but the altar. A 
prieft, the talleft and moft comely he could find, carried 
before him a pillar of filver, on whofe top was placed a 
crofs: But not fatisfied with this parade, to which he 
thought himfelf entitled as cardinal, he provided another 
prieft of equal ftature and beauty, who marched along, 
bearing the crofs of York, even in the diocefe of Can- 
terbury; contrary to the ancient rule and the agreement 
between the prelates of thefe rival fees‘, The people 
made merry with the cardinal’s oftentation; and faid 
they were now fenfible, that one crucifix alone was 
‘not fufficient for the expiation of his fins and offences. 
WarHAM, chancellor and archbifhop of Canterbury, 
aman of a moderate temper, averfe to all difputes, chofe 
rather to retire from public employment, than maintain 


& Erafm, Epift. lib. 2. epift. 1. lib. 16. epift. 3. & Polydore Vir- 
gil, lib. 27. Stowe, p- 501. Holingthed. p. 347. © Polydore 


Virgil, lib, 27, 
B 2 an 


1535s 


HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 


4 


Ce a? an unequal conteft with the haughty cardinal. He re- 
eascte figned his office of chancellor; and the great feal was 
1515+ immediately delivered to Wolfey. If this new accu- 
| mulation of dignity encreafed his enemies, it alfo ferved 
IP to exalt his perfonal charaéter, and prove the extent of 
his capacity. A ftrit adminiftration of juftice took place 
during his enjoyment of this high office; and no chan- 
cellor ever difcovered greater impartiality in his deci- 


fions, deeper penetration of judgment, or more enlarged 
knowledge of law and equity ?. 

Tue duke of Norfolk, finding the king’s money al- 
moft entirely exhaufted by projects and pleafures, while 
his inclination for expence ftill continued, was glad to 
refign his office of treafurer, and retirefrom court. His 
rival, Fox, bifhop of Winchefter, reaped no advantage 
from his abfence; but partly overcome by years and in- 
firmities, partly difgufted at the afcendant acquired by 
i Wolfey, withdrew himfelf wholly to the care of his 
) diocefe. The duke of Suffolk had alfo taken offence, 
that the king, by the cardinal’s perfuafion, had refufed 
to. pay a debt, which he had contracted during his refi- 
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| dence in France; and he thenceforth affected to live in 
I privacy. Thefe incidents left Wolfey to enjoy without 
| a rival the whole power and favour of the king; and 
f they put into his hands every kind of authority. In 
vain, did Fox, before his retirement, warn the king 
‘¢ not to fuffer the fervant to be greater than his matter :” 
Henry replied, ‘* that he well knew how to retain all 
«© his fubjects in obedience ;” but he continued ftill an 
unlimited deference in every thing to the directions and 
counfels of the cardinal. 

THE public tranquillity was fo well eftablifhed in 
England, the obedience of the people fo entire, the ge- 
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neral adminiftration of juftice. by the cardinal’s means¢, 
fo exact, that no domeftic occurrence happened confi- 
derable enough to difturb the repofe of the king and his 
minifter: They might even have difpenfed with giving 
any ftrict attention to foreign affairs, were it poffible for 
men to enjoy any fituation in abfolute tranquillity, or 
abftain from projects and enterprizes, however fruitlefs 
and unneceflary. 
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Tue will of the late king of Scotland, who left his Sctch af 


widow regent of the kingdom, and the vote of the con- 
vention of ftates, which confirmed that deftination, had 
exprefsly limited her authority to the condition of her 
remaining unmarried‘: But notwithftanding this limi- 
tation, a few months after her hufband’s death, fhe 
efpoufed the earl of Angus, of the name of Douglas, a 
young nobleman of great family and promifing hopes. 
Some of the nobility now propofed the electing of 
Angus to the regency, and recommended this choice as 
the moft likely means of preferving peace with Eng- 
land: But the jealoufy of the great families, and the 
fear of exalting the Douglafles, begat oppofition to this 
meafure. Lord Hume in particular, the moft powerful 
chieftain in the kingdom, infifted on recalling the duke 
of Albany, fon to a brother of James III, who had been 
banifhed into France, and who, having there married, 
had left pofterity, that were the next heirs to the crown, 
and the neareft relations to their young fovereign. Al- 
bany, though firft prince of the blood, had never been in 
Scotland, was totally unacquainted with the manners of 
the people, ignorant of their fituation, unpractifed in 
their language; yet fuch was the favour attending the 
French alliance, and fo great the authority of Hume, 
that this prince was invited to accept the reins of go- 
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C HAP. yernment. Francis, careful not to give offence to the 
al aly king of England, detained Albany fome time in France; 
3515, but at length, fenfible how important it was to keep Scot- 
land in his interefts, he permitted him to go over, and 
take pofleffion of the regency: He even renewed the an- 
cient league with that kingdom, though it implied fuch 
a clofe connexion, as might be thought fomewhat to in- 
trench on his alliance with England. 

Wuen the regent arrived in Scotland, he made en- 
quiries concerning the ftate of the country, and charac- | 
ter of the people; and he difcovered a fcene, with which 
he was hitherto but little acquainted. That turbulent 
kingdom, he found, was rather to be confidered as a 
confederacy, and that not a clofe one, of petty princes, 
than a regular fyftem of civil polity; and even the king, 
much more a regent, poffefled an authority very uncer- 
tain and precarious. Arms, more than laws, prevailed ; 
and courage, preferably to equity or juftice, was the 
virtue moft valued and refpected. The nobility, in 
whom the whole power refided, were fo connected by 
hereditary alliances, or fo divided by inveterate enmities, 
that it was impoffible, without employing an armed 
force, either to punifl the moft flagrant gyilt, or give 
fecurity to the moft entire innocence. Rapine and vio- 
lence, when exercifed on a hoftile tribe, inftead of mak- 
ing a perfon odious among his own clan, rather recom- 
mended him to their efteem and approbation ; and by 
rendering him ufeful to the-chieftain, entitled him to a 
preference above his fellows. And though the neceflity 
of mutual fupport feryed as a clofe cement of amity 
among thofe of the fame kindred, the fpirit of revenge 
againft enemies, and the defire of profecuting the deadly 
feuds (fo they were called), ftill appeared to be paf- 
fions the moft predominant among that uncultivated 
people, 

THE 
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THE perfons, to whom Albany, on his arrival, firft©C H A P. 
applied for information with regard to the ftate of the 
country, happened to be inveterate enemies of Hume?; 1515+ 
and they reprefented that powerful nobleman as the chief 
fource of public diforders, and the great obftacle to the 
execution of the laws, and the adminiftration of juftice. 
Before the authority of the magiftrate could be eftablifh- 
ed, it was neceflary, they faid, to make an example of 
this great offender; and by the terror of his punifhment, 
teach all lefler criminals to pay refpect to the power of 
their fovereign. Albany, moved by thefe reafons, was 
induced to forget Hume’s paft fervices, to which he had; 
in a great meafure, been indebted for the regency; and 
he no longer bore towards him that favourable counte- 
nance, with which he was wont to receive him. Hume 
perceived the alteration, and was incited, both by regard to 
his own fafety and from motives of revenge, to take mea- 
fures in oppofition to the regent. He applied himfelf to 
Angus and the queen dowager, and reprefented to them the 
danger, to which the infant prince was expofed, from 
the ambition of Albany, next heir to the crown, to 
whom the ftates had imprudently entrufted the whole 
authority of government. By his perfuafion, Margaret 
formed the defign of carrying off the young king, and 
putting him under the protection of her brother; and 
when that confpiracy was detected, fhe herfelf, attended 
by Hume and Angus, withdrew into England, where 
fhe was foon after delivered of a daughter. 

HENRY, in order to check the authority of Albany 
and the French party, gave encouragement to thefe mal- 
contents, and aflured them of his fupport. Matters be- 
ing afterwards in appearance accommodated between 
Hume and the regent, that nobleman returned into his 
own country; but mutual fufpicions and jealoufies {till 
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fome time, detained prifoner in his caftle, But having 


perfuaded Arran to enter into the con{fpiracy with him, 


he was allowed to. make his efcape; and he openly levied 


war upon the regent.» A new accommodation enfued, 


not more fincere than the foregoing; and Hume was fo 
imprudent as to entruft himfelf, together with his bro- 
ther, into the hands of that prince. They were imme- 


diately feized, committed to cuftody, brought. to trial, 


condemned, and executed. No legal crime was proved 
againft thefe brothers: It was only alleged, that, at 
the battle of Flouden, they had not done their duty in 
fupporting the king; and as this backwardnefs. could 
not, from the courfe of their paft life, be afcribed to 
cowardice, it was commonly imputed to. a more criminal 
motive. ‘The evidence, however, of guilt, produced 


againft them, was far from being valid or convincing ; 
and the people, who hated them while living, were much 
diffatished with their execution, 


SucH violent remedies often produce, for fome time, 


a deceitful tranquillity; but as they deftroy mutual con- 
fidence, and beget the moft inveterate animofities, their 
confequences are commonly fatal, both tothe public, and 

to thofe who have recourfetothem. The regent, how-_ 
ever, took advantage of the prefent calm which pre- 
vailed; and being invited over by the French king, who 


was, at that time, willing to gratify Henry, he went 


into. France: and was eneaced to. remain there for % 
into #rance; and was engaged to remain there for fome 


years. During the abfence of the regent, fuch confus- 
ons prevailed in Scotland, and fuch mutual enmity, 
rapine, and violence among the great families, that that 
kingdom was for a long time utterly difabled both 
from offending its enemies and aflifting its friends. We 
have carried on the Scottith hiftory fome years beyond the 
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prefent period; that, as that country had little con-¢ 4 Ap. 
: : ‘ XXVIT. 

nexion with the general fyftem of Europe, we might, rf ae 
be the lefs interrupted in the narration of thofe more  asz5 


memorable events, which were tranfacted in the other 
kingdoms. 


Ir was forefeen, that a young, active prince, like 
Francis, and of fo martial adifpcofition, would foon em- 
ploy the great preparations, which his predeceflor, be- 
fore his death, had made for the conqueft of Milan. 
He had been obferved even to weep at the recital of the 
military exploits of Gafton de Foix; and thefe tears of 
emulation were held to be fure prefages of his future 
valour. He renewed the treaty which Lewis had 
made with Henry; and having left every thing fe- 
cure behind him, he marched his armies towards the 
fouth of France; pretending, that his fole purpofe was 
to. defend his kingdom againft the incurfions of the Swifs. 
This formidable people ftill retained their animofity 
againft France; and having taken Maximilian, duke of 
Milan, under their protection, and in reality reduced him 
to abfolute dependance, they were determined, from 
views both of honour and of intereft, to defend him 
againft the invader*. They fortified themfelves in all 
thofe vailies of the Alps, through which, they thought, 
the French muft neceffarily pafs; and when Francis, 
with great fecrecy, induftry, and perfeverance, made his 
entrance into Piedmont by another paflage, they were 
not difmayed, but defcended into the plain, though un- 
provided with cavalry, and oppofed themfelves to the 
progrefs of the French arms.. At Marignan near Milan, 
they fought with Francis one of the moft furious and 
beit contefted battles, that is to be met with in the 
hiftory of thefe later ages ; and it required alJl the heroic 
yalour of this prince to infpire his troops with courage 
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fafficient to refift the defperate affault of thofe mountain 
jers. After a bloody action in the evening, night and 
darknefs parted the combatants; but next morning, the 
Swifs renewed the attack with unabated ardour ; and it 
was not till they had loft all their braveft troops that they 
could be prevailed on to retire. ‘The field was ftrowed 
with twenty thoufand flain on both fides; and the 
marefchal Trivulzio, who had been prefent at eighteen 
pitched battles, declared that every engagement, which 
he had yet feen, was only the play of children; the 
aétion of Marignan was a combat of heroes!. After 
this great victory, the conqueft of the Milaneze was 
eafy and open to Francis. 

Tue fuccefs and glory of the French monarch began 
to excite jealoufy in Henry; and his rapid progrefs, 
though in fo diftant a country, was not recarded without 
apprehenfions by the Englifh miniftry. Italy was, dur- 
ing that age, the feat of religion, of literature, and of 
commerce ; and as it poffefled alone that luftre, which has 
fince been fhared out among other nations, it attracted the 
attention of all Europe, and every acquifition, which 
was made there, appeared more important than its 
weight in the balance of power was, ftrily fpeaking, 
entitled to. Henry alfo thought, that he had reafon 
to complain of Francis for fending the duke of Al- 
bany into Scotland, and undermining the power and 
credit of his fifter, the queen dowager*®, ‘The repairing 
of the fortifications of Terotienne was likewife regarded 
as a breach of treaty. But above all, what tended to 
alienate the court of Engiand, was the difguft which 
Wolfey bad entertained againft the French monarch, 


Henry, on the conqueft of Tournay, had refufed to 
admit Lewis Gaillart, the bifhop eleét, to the pofleffion 
of the temporalities, becaufe that prelate declined taking 


i Hiftaire de la Ligue de Cambrey. k Pere Danie}, vol, iii, p. 32. 


the 
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if 


the oath of allegiance to his new fovereign; and Wolfey CH A Pp, 


was appointed, as above related, adminiftrator of the bi- 
fhopric. As the cardinal withed to obtain the free and 
undifturbed enjoyment of this revenue, he applied to Fran- 
cis, and defired him to beftow on Gaillart fome fee of equal 
value in France, and to obtain his refignation of Tour- 
nay. Francis, who ftill hoped to recover poffeffion of 
that city, and who. feared, that the full eftablithment of 
Wolfey in the bifhopric would prove an obftacle to his 
purpofe, had hitherto neglected to gratify the haughty 
prelate; and the bifhop of Tournay, by applying to the 
court of Rome, had obtained a bull for his fettlement in 
the. fee. Wolfley, who expected to be indulged in 
every requeft, and who exacted refpe& from the greateft 
princes, refented the flight put upon him by Francis ; 
and he pufhed his mafter to feek an occafion of quarrel 
with that monarch”, 

MAXIMILIAN, the emperor, was ready to embrace 
every overture for a new enterprize; efpecially if attended 
with an offer of money, of which he was very greedy, 
very prodigal, and very indigent. Richard Pace, for- 
merly fecretary to cardinal Bambridge, and now fecretary 
of ftate, was difpatched to the court of Vienna, and had 
acommiffion to propofe fome confiderable payments to 
Maximilian": He thence made a journey into Switzer- 
land; and by like motives engaged fome of the cantons 
to furnifh troops to the emperor. That prince invaded 
Italy with a confiderable army; but being repulfed from 
before Milan, he retreated with his army into Germany, 
made peace with France and Venice, ceded Verona. to 
that republic for afum of money, and thus excluded him- 
felf, in fome meafure, from all future accefs into Italy. 
And Henry found, that, after expending five or fix hun- 
dred thoufand ducats, inorder to gratify his own and the 
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CHA “ cardinal’s humour, he had only weakened his alliance with 
| without diminifhing the power of that prince. 


not to proceed faither at prefent in his enmity againtft 
France: He could hope for affiftance from no power in 
Europe. Ferdinand, his father-in-law, who had often 
deceived him, was declining through age and infir- 
mities ; and a fpeedy period was looked for to the long 
and profperous reign of that great monarch. Charles, 
prince of Spain, fovereign of the Low Countries, defired 
nothing but peace with Francis, who had it fo much in 
it his power, if provoked, to obftruét his peaceable accef- 
H fion to that rich inheritance, which was awaiting him, 
The pope was overawed by the power of France, and 
Venice was engaged in a clofe alliance with that monar- 
chy®. Henry therefore was conftrained to remain in 
tranquillity during fome time; and feemed to give himfelf 
no concern with regard to the affairs of the continent. 
In vain did Maximilian endeavour to allure him into 
fome expence, by offering to make. a refignation of the 
imperial crown in his favour, The artifice was too 
grofs to fucceed even with a prince fo little politic as 
Henry; and Pace, his envoy, who was perfectly well 
acquainted with the emperor’s motives and character, 


i gave him warning that the fole view of that prince, in 
ai making him fo liberal an offer, was to draw money from 
him. . 


WHILE an univerfal peace prevailed in Europe, that | 
event happened, which had fo long been looked for, and 
from which fuch important confequences were expected, 
the death of Ferdinand the Catholic, and the fucceffion 
of his grandfon, Charles, to his extenfive dominions. 
The more Charles advanced in power and authority, 


3516. 
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the more was Francis fenfible of the neceflity he himfelfC HAP, 


Jay under of gaining the confidence and friendfhip of 


XXVIII. 
eee 


Henry; and he took at laft the only method by which he 1516. 


could obtain fuccefs, the paying of court, by prefents 
and flattery, to the haughty cardinal, 


Bonnivet, admiral of France, was difpatched to Lon- 
don, and he was directed to employ all his infinuation 
and addrefs, qualities in which he excelled, to procure 
himfelf a place in Wolfey’s good graces. After the am- 
baflador had fucceeded in his purpofe, he took an oppor- 
tunity of expreffing his mafter’s regret, that, by miftakes 
and mifapprehenfions, he had been fo unfortunate as to 
lofe a friendfhip, which he fo much valued as that of his 
eminence, Wolfey was not deaf to thefe honourable ad« 
vances from fo great a monarch; and he was thenceforth 
obferved to exprefs himfelf, on all occafions, in favour of 
the French alliance. The more to engage him in his in- 
terefts, Francis entered into fuch confidence with him, 
that he afked his:advice even in his moft fecret affairs ; 
and had recourfe to him in all difficult emergencies as to 
an oracle of wifdom and profound policy. The cardinal 
made no fecret to the king of this private correfpondence ; 
and Henry was fo prepoflefled in favour of the great ca- 
pacity of his minifter, that, he faid, he verily believed 
he would govern Francis as well as himfelf?. 

WHEN matters feemed fufficiently prepared, Bonnivet 
opened to the cardinal his mafter’s defire of recovering 
Tournay; and Wolfey immediately, without hefitation, 
engaged to effect his purpofe. He took an opportunity 
of reprefenting to the king and council, that Tour- 
nay lay fo remote from Calais, that it would be very 
difficult, if not impoffible, in cafe of war, to keep the 
communication open between thefe two places: That as 
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‘¢ was fituated on the frontiers both of France and the 
Netherlands, it was expofed to attacks from both thefe 
countries, and muft necefiarily, either by force or fa- 
mine, fall into the hands of the firft aflailant: That«ven 
in time of peace, it could not be preferved without a 
large garrifon, to reftrain the numerous and mutinous 
inhabitants, ever difcontented with the Englifh govern- 
ment: And that the pofleflion of Tournay, as it was 
thus precarious and expenfive, fo was it entirely ufelefs, 
and afforded little or no means of annoying, on occafion, 
the dominions either of Charles or of Francis. 


Tuese reafons were of themfelves convincing, and 
were fure of meeting with no oppofition, when they 
came from the mouth of the cardinal. A treaty there- 
fore was entered into for the ceding of Tournay ; and in 
order to give to that meafure a more graceful appearance, 
it was agreed, that the dauphin and the princefs Mary, 
both of them infants, fhould be betrothed, and that this 
city fhould be confidered as the dowry of the princefs, 
Such kinds of agreement were then common among fo- 
vereigns, though it was very rare, that the interefts and 
views of the parties continued fo fteady as to render the 
intended marriages effectual. But as Henry had been at 
confiderable expence in building a citadel at Tournay, 
Francis agreed to pay him 600,000 crowns at twelve 
annual payments, and to put into his hands eight hoftages, 
all of them men of quality, for the performance of the 
article?. And left the cardinal fhould think himfelf ne- 
eleéted in thefe ftipulations, Francis promifed hima yearly 
penfion of twelve thoufand livres, as an equivalent for his 
adminiftration of the bifhopric of Tournay. 

Tue French monarch having fucceeded fo well in this 
negociation, began to enlarge his views, and to hope for 
more confiderable advantages, by practifing on the vanity 


q Memoires du Bellay, lib. 1, 
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and felf-conceit of the favourite. He redoubled his flatte- peta 
ries to the cardinal, confulted hint more freq uently-in every Wonewn mapa 
doubt or difficulty, called him in each letter, father, tu- 151% 
for, governor, and profefied the moft unbounded deference 

to his advice and opinion. All thefe carefles were pre= 
paratives to a negociation for the delivery of Calais, in 
confideration of a fum of money to be paid for it; and if 

we may credit Polydore Virgil, who bears a particular 
ill-will to Wolfey, on account of his being difpoffefled of 

his employment and thrown into prifon by that minifter, 

fo extraordinary a propofal met with a favourable recep- 

tion from the cardinal. He ventured not, however, to 

lay the matter before the council: He was content to 

found privately the opinion of the other minifters, by 
dropping hints in converfation, as if he thought Calais a 

ufelefs burthen to the kingdom": But when he found, 

that all men were ftrongly riveted ina contrary perfuafion, 

he thought it dangerous to proceed any farther in his pur- 

pofe ; and as he fel], foon after, into new connexions with 

the king of Spain, the great friendfhip between Francis 

and him began gradually to decline, 


THE pride of Wolfey was now farther encreafed by 
a great acceflion of power and dignity. Cardinal Wolfey ap- 
Campeggio had been fent as legate into England, Pointed lee 
in order to procure a tithe from _the clergy, for en- 
abling the pope to oppofe the progrefs of the Turks; 
a danger which was become real, and was formidable ta 
all Chriftendom, but on which the politics of the court 
of Rome had built fo many interefted projects, that 
it had loft all influence on the minds of men. Theclergy 
refufed to comply with Leo’s demands: Campeggio was. 
recalled; and the king defired of the pope, that Wolfey, 
who had been joined in this commiffion, might alone be 
invefted with the legantine power; together with the 
right of vifiting all the clergy and monafteries, and even 
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with fufpending all the laws of the church duringa 
twelvemonth. Wolfey, having obtained this new dig- 
nity, made a new difplay of that ftate and parade, 0 
which he was fo much addicted. . On folemn feaft-days, 
he was not content without faying mafs after the manmr 
of the pope himfelf: Not only he had bifhops and abbas 
to ferve him; he even engaged the firft nobility to gire 
him water and the towel. He affected a rank fupcrior:o 
what had ever been claimed by any churchman in Eng- 
land. Warham, the primate, having written him a letter, 
+ which he fubfcribed himfelf, your loving brother, Wd- 
fey complained of his prefumption, in thus challengug 
an equality with him. When Warham was told what 
offence he had given, he made light of the matt. 
« Know ye not,” faid he, ‘ that this man is drunk wth 
<¢ too much profperity.” 

Bur Wollfey carried the matter much farther than vin 


of exercifing pomp and oftentation. He ere&ted an office, which he 


that office. 


called the legantine court; and as he was now, by meas 
of the pope’s commiffion and the king’s favour, invefed 
with all power, both ecclefiaftical and civil, no man 
knew what bounds were to be fet to the authority: of ais 
new tribunal. He conferred on it a kind of inguifitoial 
and cenforial powers even over the laity, and direétei it 
to enquire into all matters of confcience; into all cn- 
du&t which had given fcandal; into all actions, whch, 
though they efcaped the law, might appear contrary} to 
good morals. Offence was taken at this commiffon, 
which was really unbounded ; and the people were the 
more difgufted, when they {faw a man, who induged 
himfelf in pomp and pleafure, fo fevere in repreffing the 
leaft appearance of licentioufnefsin others. But to rerder 
his court more obnoxious, Wolfey made one John Alen 
judge in it, a perfon of fcandalous life’, whom he hm- 


S Strype’s Memorials, vol. i. p. 25. 
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felf, 3 chancellor, had, it is faid, condemned for perjury: pee 
“nd g it is ‘pretended, that this man either extorted fines soca ae 
from ivery one whom he was pleafed to find guilty, or 1518. 
took oribes to drop profécutions, men concluded, and 
with pbme appearance of reafon, that he fhared with the 
cardimal thofe wages of iniquity. The clergy, and in 
partialar the monks, were expoled to this tyranny; and 
as thelibertinifm of their lives often gave a juft handle 
againt them, they were obliged to purcHafe an indemnity, 
by paring large fums of money to the legate or his judges 
Not ontent with this authority, Wolfey pretended, by 
virtueof his comiiflion, to aflume the jurifdiGion of all 
the bihops’ courts; particularly that of judging of Will 
and Teftaments; and his decifions in thofe important 
pointswere deemed nota little arbitrary. As if he him- 
felf were pope, and as if the pope could abfolutely dif- 
pofe ¢ every ecclefiaftical preferment, he prefented to 
whaterer priories or benefices he pleafed, without regard 
to theright of election in the monks, or of patronage in 
the ndility and gentry. 
Noone durft carry to the king any complaint againft 
thefe ifurpations of Wolfey, till Warham ventured to 
inforn him of the difcontents of his people. Henry pro- 
fefied iis ignorance of the whole matter. ‘* A man,” 
faid hi, ‘* is not fo blind any whereas in his own houfe: 
** Bu do you, farther,” 
** to Volfey, and tell him, if any thing be amifs, that 


added he to the primate, ‘* go 


** he amend it.” A reproof of this kind was not likely 
to be :ffe€tual: It only ferved to augment Wolfey’s en- 
mity ® Warham: But one London having profecuted 
Allen the legate’s judge, in a court of law, and having 


t Poldore Virgil; lib: 27. This whole narrative has been copied by all 
the hifteians from the author here cited : There are many circumftances; 
howeve; very fufpicious, both becaufe of the obvious partiality of the hifto- 
tian, ari becaufe the parliament, when they afterwards examined Wolley’s 
conduct, could find no proof of any material offence he had ever committed, 
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Fae convicted him of malverfation and iniquity, the clamour 
——— at Jaft reached the king’s ears; and heexpreffed fuch dif 
1518. nleafure to the cardinal as made him ever after more cau- 


tious in exerting his authority. 


1519 Waite Henry, indulging himfelf in pleafure and 
amufement, entrufted the government of his kingdom to 
this imperious minifter, an incident happened abroad, 

rth Jan. Which excited his attention. Maximilian the emperor 
ag died; aman, who, of himfelf, was indeed of little con- 
Maximilian. fequence; but as his death left vacant the firft ftation 
among chriftian princes, it fet the paflions of men in agi- 
tation, and proved a kind of zrain the general fyftem of 
Europe. The kings of France and Spain immediately 
declared themfelves candidates for the Imperial crown; 
and employed every expedient of money or intrigue, which 
promifed them fuccefs in fo great a point of ambition. 
Henry alfo was encouraged to advance his pretenfions; but 
his minifter, Pace, who was difpatched to the eleétors, 
found that he began to folicit too late, and that the votes of 
all thefe princes were already pre-engaged either on one 
fide or the other. 
Francis and Charles made profeffion from the begin- 
ning of carrying on this rivalfhip with emulation, but 
without enmity; and Francis in particular declared, that 
his brother Charles and he were, fairly and openly, fui- 
tors to the fame miftrefs: The more fortunate, added he, 
will carry her; the other muft reft contented®, But 
all men apprehended, that this extreme moderation, how- 
ever reafonable, would not be of long duration ; and that 
incidents would certainly occur to fharpen the minds of 


Charles, the candidates againft each other. It was Charles who at 
hing of 


Road, length prevailed, tothe greatdifeuft of the French monarch, 

chofenem- who ftill continued to the laf i a 

peror. e laft in the belief, that the ma- 
« Belcaria, lib. 16, Guicciardin, lib, 13. 
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jority of the electoral college was engaged in his favour,C HA P. 


XXVIII. 
And as he was fome years fuperior in age to his rival, and, 
after his victory at Mariena: n, and conqueftof the Mila- 1519. 


nefe, much fuperior in renown, he could not fupprefs 
his indignation, at being thus, in the face of the world, 
after long and anxious expectation, difappointed in fo 
important apretenfion. From this competition, as much 
as from oppolition of interefts, arofe that emulation be- 
tween thofe two great monarchs; which, while it kept 
their whole age in movement, fets them in = remarkable 
a contraft to each other: Both of them princes endowed 
with talents and abilities; brave, a afpiring, active, war- 
like; beloved by their fervants and fubjects,, dreaded 
by their enemies, and refpeéted by all the world: Fran- 
Cis, open, frank, liberal, munificent, carrying thefe vir- 
tues to an excefs which prejudiced his affairs: Charles, 
political, clofe, artful, frugal; better qualified to obtain 
fuccefs in wars and in negociations, efpecially the latter. 
The one, the more amiable man; the other, the greater 
monarch, ‘T’he king, from his overfights and Sages 
tions, naturally expofed to misfortunes; but qualified, by 
his {pirit and magnanimity, to extricate himfelf from 
them with honour: The emperor, by his defigning, in- 
terefted character, fitted, in his greateft fuccefles, to ex- 
cite jealoufy and oppofition even among his allies, and to 
rouze up a multitude of enemies, in the place of one 
whom he had fubdued. And as the perfonal qualities of 
thefe princes thus counterpoifed each other, fo did the 
advantages and difadvantages of their dominions. For- 
tune alone, without the concurrence of prudence or va- 
Jour, never reared up of a fudden fo great a power as that 
which centered in the emperor Charles. He reaped the 
fucceffion of Caftile, of Arragon, of Auftria, of the Ne« 
therlands: He inherited the conqueft of Naples, of Grae 
nada: Eleétion entitled him to the empire: Even the 
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C H A P. bounds of the globe feemed to be enlarged a little beforé 

Reo ed his time, that he might poffefs the whole treafure, as yet 

1s19. entire and unrifled, of the new world. But though the 

¢oncurrence of all thefe advantages formed an empire, 

greater and more extenfive than any known in Europe 

fince that of the Romans, the kingdom of France alone, 

being clofe, compact, united, rich, populous, and being 

interpofed between all the provinces of the emperor’s do- 

minions, was able to make a vigorous oppofition to his 
progrefs, and maintain the conteft againft him. 

Henry poflefled the felicity of being able, both by 
the native force of his kingdom and its fituation, to hold 
the balance between thofe two powers; and had he known 
to improve, by policy and prudence, his fingular and 
ineftimable advantage, he was really, by means of it, a 
ereater potentate than either of thofe mighty monarch’, 
who feemed to ftrive for the dominion of Europe. But 
this prince was, in his character, heedlefs, inconfiderate, 
capricious, impolitic; guided by his paffions or his fa- 
vourite ; vain, imperious, haughty; fometimes actuated by 
friendfhip for foreign powers, oftener by refentment, fel- 
dom by his trueintereft. And thus, though he exulted in 
that fuperiority which his fituation in Europe gave him, he 
never employed it tohis own eflential and durable advan- 
tage, or to that of his kingdom. 

FRANCIS was well acquainted with Henry’s character, 


¥$20. . . 
Inter jew and endeavoured to accommodate his conduct to it. He 


between 
Henry and | a= 
Francis at ing able, by familiar converfation, to gain upon his 


eee friendihip and confidence. Wolfey earneflly feconded 
this propofal; and hoped, in the prefence of both courts, 
to make ‘parade of his riches, his fplendor, and his in- 
fluence over both monarchs¥. And as Henry himfelf 


folicited an interview near Calais; in expectation of bes 


W Polydore Virgi!, lib, 27. 
loved 
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loved fhow and magnificence, and had entertained a cu- 
riofity of being perfonally acquainted with the French 
king, he chearfully adjufted all the preliminaries of this 
interview. The nobility of both nations vyed with each 
other in pomp and expence: Many of them involved 
themfelves in great debts, and were not able, by the 
penury of their whole lives, to repair the vain fplendour 
of afew days. The duke of Buckingham, who, though 
very rich, was fomewhat addicted to frugality, finding his 
preparations for this feftival amount to immenfe fums, 
threw out fome expreffions of difpleafure againft the car- 
dinal, whom he believed the author of that meafure*., An 
imprudence which was not forgotten by this minifter. 
Wuite Henry was preparing to depart for Calais, he 
heard that the emperor was arrived at Dover; and he 
immediately haftened thither with the queen, in order to 
give a fuitable reception to his royal gueft. That great 
prince, politic though young, being informed of the in- 
tended interview between Francis and Henry, was appre- 
henfive of the confequences, and was refolved to take the 
opportunity, in his paflage from Spain to the Low Coun- 
tries, to make the king ftill a higher compliment, by pay- 
ing him a vifit in his own dominions. Befides the marks 
of regard and attachment which he gave to Henry, he 
ftrove, by every teftimony of friendfhip, by flattery, 
proteftations, promifes, and prefents, to gain on the va- 
nity, the avarice, and the ambition of the cardinal. He 
here inftilled into this afpiring prelate the hope of attain- 
yng the papacy; and as that was the fole point ‘of eleva- 
tion, beyond his prefent greatnefs, it was fure to attract 
his wifhes with the fame ardour, as if. fortune had never 
yet favoured him with any of her prefents. In con- 
fidence of reaching this dignity by the emperor’s affit- 
ance, he fecretly devoted himfelf to that monarch’s in- 
% Polydore Virg:l, lib. xxvii. Herbert. Hollingthed. p. $55. 
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. terefts; and Charles was perhaps the more liberal of his 


,promifes, becaufe Leo was a very young man; and it was 


upon to fulfil his engagements. Henry eafily obferved 
this courtfhip payed to his minifter; but inftead of taking 
umbrage at it, he only made it a fubject of vanity ; and 
believed, that, as his favour was Wolfey’s fole fupport, 
the obeifance of fuch mighty monarchs to his fervant, 
was in reality a more confpicuous homage to his own 
grandeur. 

Tue day of Charles’s departure, Henry went over 
to Calais with the queen and his. whole court; and 
thence proceeded to Guifnes, a {mall town near the fron- 
tiers. Francis, attended in like manner, came to Ardres, 
a few miles diftant; and the two monarchs met, for the 
firft time, in the fields, at a place fituated between thefe 
two towns, but ftill within the Englifh pale: For Fran- 
cis agreed to pay this compliment to Henry, in confi- 
deration of that prince’s paffing the fea, that he might be 
prefent at the interview. Wolfey, to whom both kings 
had entrufted the regulation of the ceremonial], contrived 
this circumftance, in order to do honour to his matter. 
The nobility both of France and England here difplayed 
their magnificence with fuch emulation and profufe ex- 
pence, as procured to the place of interview the name of 
the field of the cloth of gold. 

THE two monarchs, after faluting each other in the 
moft cordial manner, retired into a tent which had been 
erected on purpofe, and they held a fecret conference to- 
gether. Henry here propofed to make fome amendments 
on the articles of their former alliance; and he began to 
read the treaty, J Henry king: Thefe were the firft 
words; and he ftoppeda moment. He {ubjoined only the 
words of England, without adding, . France, the ufual ftyle 

of 


H EN RY VIL 23 


of the Englifh monarchs’. Francis remarked this delicacy, C 4 AP. 
and biprefied by a {mile his approbation of it. ‘ sree: ; 
HE took an opportunity foon after of paying a compli- 152% 
ment to Henry of a more flattering nature. ‘That gene- 
rous prince, full of honour himfelf, and incapable of 
diftrufting others, was fhocked at all the precautions 
which were obferved, whenever he had an interview with 
the Englifh monarch : The number of their guards and 
attendants was carefully reckoned on both fides: Every 
ftep was fcrupuloufly meafured and adjufted: And if the 
' two kings intended to pay a vifit to the queens, they de- 
parted from their refpeCtive quarters at the fame inftant, 
which was marked by the firing of a culverin; they 
pafled each other in the middle point between the places ; 
and the moment that Henry entered Ardres, Francis put 
himfelf into the hands of the Englifh at Guifnes. In 
order to break off this tedious ceremonial, which contained 
fo many difhonourable implications, Francis, one day, 
took with him two gentlemen and a page, and rode di- 
retly into Guifnes. The guards were furprized at the 
prefence of the monarch, who called aloud to them, You 
are all my prifoners: Carry me to your mafter. Henry was 
equally aftonifhed at the appearance of Francis; and 
taking him in his arms, ‘‘ My brother,” faid he, ‘* you 
* have here played me the moft agreeable trick in the 
“© world, and have fhowed me the full confidence I may 
‘* place in you; I furrender myfelf your prifoner from 
‘© thismoment.” He took from his neck a collar of pearls, 
worth 15000 angels*; and putting it about Francis’s, 
begged him to wear it for the fake of his prifoner. Fran- 
cis aardeds but on condition that Henry fhould wear a 
bracelet, of which he made him a prefent, and which was 


y Memoires de Fleuranges. 
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double in value to the collar*, The king went next day 


——— to Ardres, without guards or attendants; and confidence 


15Z0-% 


z4th June. 


being now fully eftablifhed between the monarchs, they 
employed the reft of the time entirely in tournaments and 
feftivals. 

A DEFIANCE had been fent by the two kings to each, 
other’s court, and through all the chief cities in Europe, 
importing, that Henry and Francis, with fourteen aids, 
would be ready, in the plains of Picardy, to anfwer all 
comers, that were gentlemen, at tilt, tournament, and 
barriers. The monarchs, in order to fulfil this challenge, 
advanced into the field on horfeback, Francis furrounded 
with Henry’s guards, and Henry with thofe of Francis, 
‘They were gorgeoufly apparelled ; and were both of them 
the moft comely perfonages of their age, as well as the 
moft expert in every military exercife. They carried 
away the prize at all trials in thofe rough and dangerous. 
paftimes ; and feveral horfes and riders were overthrown 
by their vigour and dexterity. The ladies were the judges 
in thefe feats of chivalry, and put an end to the rencoun= 
ter, whenever they judged it expedient. Henry erected 
a fpacious houfe of wood and canvas, which had been 
framed in London; and he there feafted the French mo- 
narch. He had placed a motto on this fabric, under the 
figure of an Englifh archer embroidered on it, Cui adha- 
reo preeft; He prevails whom I favour”: Exprefiing his 
own fituation, as holding in his hands the balance of 
power among the potentates of Europe. In thefe enter- 
tajnments, more than in any feriaus bufinefs, did the two 
kings pafs their time, till their departure. 

Henry paid then a vifit to the emperor and Margaret 
of Savoy at Gravelines, and engaged them to go atone 
with him to Calais, and pafs fome days in that fortrefs, 
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The artful and politic Charles here completed the im- “5 A Pe” 
. XXVIII 

enry and his, ; 

favourite, and effaced all the friendfhip, to which the 1520. 


preffion, which he had begun to make on H 


frank and generous nature of Francis had given birth. 
As the houfe of Auftria began fenfibly to take the afcen- 
dant over the French monarchy, the interefts of England 
required, that fome fupport fhould be given to the-latter, 
and above all, that any important wars fhould be pre- 
vented, which might beftow on either of them a decifive 
fuperiority over the other. But the jealoufy of the Eng- 
lith againft France has ufually prevented a cordial union 
betwetn thefe nations: And Charles, fenfible of this he- 
reditary animofity, and defirous farther to flatter Henry’s 
vanity, had made him an offer (an offer in which Fran- 
cis was afterwards obliged to concur), that he fhould be 
entirely arbiter in any difpute or difference that might 
arife between the monarchs. But the mafterpiece of 
Charles’s politics was the fecuring of Wolfey in his inte- 
refts, by very important fervices, and {till higher pro- 
mifes. He renewed affurances of affifting him in obtain- 
ing the papacy ; and he put him in prefent poffeffion of 
the revenues belonging to the fees of Badajox and Pa- 
lenciain Caftile. The acquifitions of Wolfey were now 
become fo exorbitant, that, joined to the penfions from 
foreign powers, which Henry allowed him to poflefs, his 
revenues were computed nearly to equal thofe which be- 
longed to the crown itfelf; and he fpent them ‘with a mag- 
nificence, or rather an oftentation, which gave general 
offence to the people; and even leflened his mafter in the 
eyes of all foreign nations *, 


Tue violent perfonal emulation and political jealoufy, eee 
ie . ar bew 
which had taken place between the emperor and the tween 


French king, foon broke out in hoftilities. But while Seer and 
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cH A P.thefe ambitious and warlike princes were acting againft 
is hed ,each other in almoft every part of Europe, they ftill made 
152%. profeffions of the ftrongeit defire of peace; and both of 
them inceflantly carried their complaints to Henry, as to 

Medjation the umpire between them. The king, who pretended to 
of Heaty. be neutral, engaged them to fend their ambafladors to 
Calais, there to negociate a peace under the mediation of 

Wolfey and the pope’s nuncio. The emperor was well 

apprized of the partiality of thefe mediators; and 

his demands in the conference were fo unreafonable, ag 

plainly proved him confcious of the advantage. He re- 

quired the reftitution of Burgundy, a province, which 

many years before had been ceded to France by treaty, 

and which, if in his pofleffion, would have given him en- 

trance into the heart of that kingdom: And he demanded 

to be freed from the homage, which his anceftors had 

always done for Flanders and Artois, and which he himfelf 

had, by the treaty of Noyon, engaged to renew, On 
Francis’s rejecting thefe terms, the congrefs of Calais 

broke up, and’ Wolfey, foon after, took a journey ta 

asth Nov, Bruges, where he met with theemperor. He was received 
with the fame ftate, magnificence, and refpect, as if he 
had been the king of England himfelf; and he concluded 
in his mafter’s name an offenfive alliance with the pope 
and the emperor againft France. He ftipulated, that 
England fhould next fummer invade that kingdom with 
forty thoufand men; and he betrothed to Charles the 
princefs Mary, the king’s only child, who had now fome 
profpect of inheriting the crown, ‘This extravagant al- 
Jiance, which was prejudicial to the interefts, and might 
have proved fatal to the liberty and independence of the 
kingdom, was the refult of the humours and prejudices 
ef the king, and the private views and expectations of 

the cardinal, 
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THE people faw every day new inftances of the uncon-C_H A P. 


trouled authority of this minifter. The duke of Buck- 
ingham, conftable of England, the firft nobleman both 
for family and fortune in the kingdom, had impru- 
dently given difguft to the cardinal; and it was not 
long before he found reafon to repent of his indifcre- 
tion. He feems to have been a man full of levity and 
rafh projects; and being infatuated with judicia] aftrolo- 
gy, he entertained a commerce with one Hopkins, a car- 
thufian friar, who encouraged him in the notion of ‘his 
mounting one day the throne of England. He was de- 
{cended by a female from the duke of Gloucefter, young- 
eft fon of Edward II].; and though his claim to the 
crown was thereby very remote, he had been fo un- 
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guarded as to let fall fome expreffions, as if he thought: 


himfelf beft intitled, in cafe the king fhould die without 
iffue, to poffefs the royal dignity. He had not even ab- 
ftained from threats againft the king’s life, and had pro- 
vided himfelf with arms, which -he intended to. employ, 
in cafe a favourable opportunity fhould offer. He was 
brought to a trial; and the duke of Norfolk, whofe fon, 
the earl of Surrey, had married Buckingham’s daughter, 
was created Jord fteward, in order to prefide at this folemn 
procedure. The jury confifted of a duke, a marquis, 
feven earls, and twelve barons; and they gave their ver- 
dict againft Buckingham, which was foon after carried 
into execution. ‘There is no reafon to think the fentence 
unjuft*; but as Buckingham’s crimes feemed to proceed 
more from indifcretion than deliberate malice, the people 
who loved him, expected that the king would grant him a 
pardon, and imputed their difappointment to the animofity 
and revenge of the cardinal. ‘The king’s own jealoufy, 
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¢ H A P. however, of all perfons allied to the crown, was, nots 
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withftanding his undoubted title, very remarkable during 
the whole courfe of his reign; and was alone fuffictent to 


render him implacable againft Buckingham. ‘The office 


of conftable, which this nobleman inherited from the Bo- 
huns, earls of Hereford, was forfeited, and was never 
after revived in England. 
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URING fome years, many parts of Europe had py 4 p, 


been agitated with thofe religious controverfies, 
which produced the reformation, one of the greateft events 
in hiftory: Butas it was not till this time, that the king of 
England publicly took part in the quarrel, we had no occa- 
fion to give any account of its rife and progrefs. It will now 
be necefiary to explain thefe theological difputes; or what 
is more material, to trace from their origin thofe abufes, 
which fo generally diffufed the opinion, that a reforma- 
tion of the church or ecclefiaftical order was become 
highly expedient, if not abfolutely neceflary. We thall 
be better enabled to comprehend the fubjeét, if we take 
the matter a little higher, and reflect a moment on the 
reafons, why there muft be an ecclefiaftical order, and a 
public eftablifhment of religion in every civilized com- 
munity. ‘Ivhe importance of the prefent oceafion will, I 
hope, excufe this fhort digreffion. 
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Mosr of the arts and profeffions ina ftate are of fuch 4 
nature, that, while they promote the interefts of the fociety, 
they are alfo ufeful or agreeable to fome individuals; and 
in that cafe, the conftant rule of the magiftrate, excepts 
perhaps, on the firft introduction of any art, 1s, to leave 
the profeffion to itfelf, and truft its encouragement to 
thofe who reap the benefit of it. The artizans, find 
ing their profits to rife by the favour of their cuftom- 
ers, encreafe, as much as poffible, their fkill and induf- 
try; and as matters are not difturbed by any injudicious 
tampering, the commodity is always fure to be at all 
times nearly proportioned to the demand, 

Bur there are alfo fome callings, which, though ufeful 
and even neceflary in a ftate, bring no particular advantage 
or pleafure to any individual; and the fupreme power is 
obliged to alter its conduct with regard to the retainers of 
thofe profeffions. It muft give them public encouragement 
in order to their fubfiftence ; and it muft provide againft 
that negligence, to which they will naturally be fubject, 
either by annexing peculiar honours to the profeffion, 
by eftablifhing a long fubordination of ranks and a ftrie 
dependance, or by fome other expedient. The perfons, 
employed in the finances, armies, fleets, and magiftracy, 
are inftances of this order of men, 

Ir may naturally be thought, at firft fight, that the 
ecclefiaftics belong to the firft clafs, and that their en- 
couragement, as well as that of lawyers and phyficians, 
may fafely be entrufted to the liberality of individuals, 
who are attached to their doctrines, and who find benefit 
or confolation from their fpiritual miniftry and affiftance, 
Their induftry and vigilance will, no doubt, be whetted 
by fuch an additional motive; and their fkill in the-pro- 
feffion, as well as their addrefs in governing the minds of 
the people, muft receive daily encreafe, from their en- 
creafing practice, ftudy, and attention, 
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Bur if we confider the matter more clofely, we fhall C H A P, 
. a aa ; XXIX, 

find, that this interefted diligence of the clergy is what aca aoa 
every wife legiflator will ftudy to prevent; becaufe in 152% 
every religion, except the true, it is highly pernicious, 
and it has even a natural tendency to pervert the true, by 
infufing into it a ftrong mixture of fuperftition, folly, 
and delufion, Each ghoftly practitioner, in order to render 
himfelf more precious and facred in the eyes of his re- | 
tainers, will infpire them with the moft violent abhor- 
rence of ail other fects, and continually endeavour, by 
fome novelty, to excite the languid devotion of his au- 
dience, No regard will be paid to truth, morals, or de~ 
cency in the doétrines inculcated. Every tenet will be 
adopted that beft fuits the diforderly affeGions of the hu- 
man frame,  Cuftomers will be drawn to each conyen« 
ticle by new induftry and addrefs in practifing on the paf- 
fions and credulity of the populace. And in the end, the 
civil magiftrate will find, that he has dearly paid for his 
pretended frugality, in faving a fixed eftablifhment for the 
priefts; and that in reality the moft decent and advanta- 
geous compofition, which he can make with the {piritual 
guides, is to bribe their indolence, by affigning ftated fa- 
laries to their profeffion, and rendering it fuperfluous for 
them to be farther active, than merely to prevent their 
flock from ftraying in queft of new paftures. And in this 
manner ecclefiaftical eftablifhments, though commonly 
they arofe at firft from religious views, prove in the end. 
advantageous to the political interefty of fociety. 

Burt we may obferve, that few ecclefiattical eftablith- 
ments have been fixed upon a worfe foundation than that 
of the church of Rome, or have been attended with cir- 
cumftances more hurtful to the peace and happinefs of 
mankind. 

Tue large revenues, privileges, immunities, and 
powers of the clergy rendered them formidable to the 

civil 
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CHAP. civil magiftrate, and armed with too extenfive authority 
. ig ‘an order of men, who always adhere clofely together; 
1521¢ and who never want a plaufible pretence for their en- 
croachments and ufurpations. The higher dignities of 
the church ferved, indeed, to the fupport of gentry and 
nobility; but by the eftablifhment of monafteries; many 
of the loweft vulgar were taken from the ufeful arts; and 
maintained in thofe receptacles of floth and ignorance. 
‘The fupreme head of the church was.a foreign potentate, 
guided by interefts, always different from thofe of the 
community, fometimes contrary to them. And as the 
hierarchy was necef farily folicitous to preferve an unity 
of faith, rites, and ceremonies, al] liberty of thought ran 
a manifeft rifque of being extinguifhed ; and violent per- 
fecutions, or what was worfe, a ftupid and abject credu- 

lity took place every where. 

To encreafe thefe evils, the church, though fhe pof- 
fefled large revenues, was not contented with her acqui- 
fitions, but retained a power of practifing farther on the 
ighorance of mankind, She even beftowed on each indi-+ 
vidual prieft a power of enriching himfelf by the volun- 
tary oblations of the faithful, and left him fill an ur- 
gent motive for diligence and induftry in his calling. And 
thus, that are ‘though an expenfive and burthenfome 
eftablifhment, was liable to many of the inconyenienciesy 
which belong to an order of priefts, trufted entirely to 
their own art arid invention for attaining a fubfiftence. 

‘THE advantages, attending the Romith hierarchy, were 
but a fmall compenfation for its inconveniencies. The 
ecclefiattical privileges, during barbarous times, had ferved 
as a cheque on the defpotifm of kings. ‘Fhe union of all 
the weftern churches under the fase pontiff facilitated 
the intercourfe of nations, and tended to bind all the parts 
of Europe into a clofe connection with each other. And 
the pomp and fplendor of worfhip which belonged. to fo 
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opulent an eftablifhment, contributed, in fome refpect, ete P. 
to the encouragement of the fine arts, and began a 
diffufe a general elegance of tafte, by uniting it with 152% 
religion, 

Ir will eafily be conceived; that, though the balance 
of evil prevailed in.the Romith church, this was not the 
chief reafon, which produced the reformation. A con= 
currence of incidents muft have contributed to forward 
that great revolution. 


Lro X. by his generous and enterprizing temper, 
had iar exhaufted his treafury, and was obliged to 
employ every invention, which might yield money, in 
order to fupport his projeéts; pleafures, and liberalities. 
The fcheme-of felling indulgences was fuggefted to him aed 
as an expedient which had often ferved in former timeS ation. 
to draw money from the chriftian world, and make de+ 
vout people willing contributors to the grandeur and 
riches of the court of Rome. The church, it was fup- 
pofed, was poflefled of a great ftock of merit, as being 
entitled to all the good works of all the faints, tanoa 
what were employed in their own juftification ; and even 
to the merits of Chrift himfelf, which were infinite and 
unbounded: And from this unexhaufted treafury, the 
pope might retail particular portions, and by that traffic 
acquire money, to be employed in pious purpofes, in 
refifting the infidels, or fubduing f{chifmatics. When the 
money came into his exchequer, the greater part of it 
was ufually diverted to other purpofes. 

Ir is commonly believed, that Leo, from the penetra 
tion of his genius, and his familiarity with ancient lite- 
rature, was fully acquainted with the ridicule and falfity 
of the doctrines, which, as fupreme pontiff, he was ob 
liged by his intereft to promote: It is the lefs won- 
der, therefore, that he employed for his profit thofe pious 
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Cc tie fiauds, which his predeceffors, the moft ignorant and 
rien eredulous, had always, under plaufible pretences, made 
152% yfe of for their felfith purpofes. He publifhed the fale 
of a general indulgence‘; and as his expences had not 
only exhaufted his ufual revenue, but even anticipated 
the money expected from this extraordinary expedient, 
the feveral branches of it were openly given away to 
particular perfons, who were entitled to levy the impo- 
fitions The produce, particularly, of Saxony and the 
countries bordering on the Baltic, was affigned to his 
fifter Magdalene, married to Cibo, natural fon of Inno- 
cent VIII. and fhe, in order to enhance her profit, had 
farmed out the revenue to one Arcemboldi, a Genoefe, 
once a merchant, now a bifhop, who ftill retained all the 
lucrative arts of his former profeffion®. The Auftin 
friars had ufually been employed in Saxony to preach the 
indulgences, and from this truft had derived both profit 
and confideration: But Arcemboldi, fearing, left practice 
might have taught them means to fecrete the money 4, and 
expecting no extraordinary fuccefs from the ordinary me 
thods of collection, gave this occupation to the Domi- 
nicans. ‘Thefe monks, in order to prove themfelves 
worthy of the diftinction conferred on them, exagge 
rated the benefits of indulgences by the moft unbounded 
panegyrics ; and advanced dodtrines on that head, which, 
though not more ridiculous than thofe already received, 
were not as yet entirely familiar to the ears of the people *, 
To add to the fcandal, the collectors of this revenue are 
faid to have lived very licentious lives, and to have fpent 
in taverns, gaming-houfes, and places {till more infa- 
mous, the money, which devout perfons had faved from 
their ufual expences, in order to purchafe a remiffion of 
their fins *. 
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Ait thefe circumftances might have given offence, but Ce AP, 
would have been attended with no event of any import-_~_y 
ance, had there not arifen a man, qualified to take ad- tsar. 
vantage of the incident. Martin Luther; an AuftitiMartin 
friar, profeffor in the univerfity of Wittemberg, refenting —s 
the affront put upon his order, began to preach againft 
thefe abufes in the fale of indulgences; and being natu- 
tally of a fiery temper, and provoked by oppofition, he 
proceeded even to decry indulgences theméelves 3 and was 
thence carried, by the heat of difpute, to queftion the 
authority of the pope, from which his adverfaries derived 
their chief arguments apainft him'. Still as he en- 
larged his reading, in order to {upport thefe tenets, he 
difcovered fome new abufe or error in the church of 
Rome; and finding his opinions greedily hearkened to, 
he promulgated them by writing, difcourfe, fermon, con- 
ference ; and daily encreafed the number of his difciples, 
All Saxony, all Germany, all Europe, were in a very 
little time filled with the voice of this daring innovator ; 
and men, roufed from that lethargy, in which they had 
fo long fleeped, began to call in queftion the moft ancient 
and moft received opinions. The eleétor of Saxony, 
favourable to Luther’s doétrine, prote&ted him from the 
violence of the papal jurifdiction : The republic of Zuric 


even reformed their church according to the new model : 
Many fovereigns of the empire, and the imperial diet it+ 
felf, fhowed a favourable difpofition towards it: And 
Luther, 2 man naturally inflexible, vehement, opinion- 
ative, was become incapable, either from promifes of 
advancement, or terrors of feverity, to relinquith a feet, 
of which he was himfelf the founder, and which brought 
him a glory, fuperior to all others, the glory of dictating 
the religious faith and principles of multitudes, 
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CHAP. Tue rumour of thefe innovations foon reached Eng 
: eee land; and as there ftill fubfifted in that kingdom great 


3521. remains of the Lollards, whofe principles refembled thofe 
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of Luther, the new doétrines fecretly gained many par- 
tizans among the laity of all ranks and denominations, 
But Henry had been educated in a ftrict attachment to 
the church of Rome, and he bore a particular prejudice 
againft Luther, who, in his writings, fpoke with con- 
tempt of Thomas Aquinas, the king’s favourite author : 


He oppofed himfelf therefore to the progrefs of the Lu- 
theran tenets, by all the influence which his extenfive 
and almoft abfolute authority conferred upon him: He 
even undertock to combat them with weapons not ufually 
employed by monarchs, efpecially .thofe in the flower 
of their age, and force of their paffions, He wrote a 
book in Latin againft the principles of Luther; a pere 
formance, which, if allowance be made for the fubject 
and the age, does no difcredit to his capacity. He fent a 
copy of it to Leo, who received fo magnificent a prefent 
with great teftimony of regard; and conferred on him 

Henryre- the title of defender of the faith; an appellation ftill re- 

opens tained by the kings of England. Luther, who was in the 

fence: of beat of controverfy, foon publifhed an anfwer to Henry ; 
and without regard to the dignity of his antagonift, 
treated him with all the acrimony of ftyle, to which, ‘in 
the courfe of his polemics, he had fo long been accuftom- 
ed. The king, by this ill ufage, was ftill more preju- 
diced againft the new dodtrines; but the public, who 
naturally favour the weaker party, were inclined to attri- 
bute to Luther the victory in the difpute™. And as the 
controverfy became more illuftrious, by Henry’s enter- 
ing the lifts, it drew ftill more the attention of mankind ; 
and the Lutheran dodtrine daily acquired new converts in 
every part of Europe. 
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‘THe quick and furprifing progrefs of this bold Ret 6 
may juftly in part be afcribed to the late invention of 
printing, and revival of learning: Not that reafon bore, 754. 
any confiderable fhare, in opening men’s eyes with regard progrets of 
to the impoftures of the Romith Church: For of Uber 
branches of literature, philofophy had, as yet, and till 
long afterwards, made the moft inconfiderable progrefs ; 
neither is there any inftance that argument has ever been 
able to free the people from that enormous load of ab- 
furdity, with which fuperftition has every where oyer-. 
whelmed them: Not to mention, that the rapid advance 
of the Lutheran doétrine, and the violence, with which 
it was embraced, prove fufficiently, that it owed not its 
fuccefs to reafon and reflection, The art of printing 
and the revival of learning forwarded its progrefs in 
another manner. By means of that art, the books of 
Luther and his fectaries, full of vehemence, declamation, 
and a rude eloquence, were propagated more quickly, 
and in greater numbers. The minds of men, fomewhat 
awakened from a profound fleep of fo many centuries, 
were prepared for every novelty, and fcrupled lefs to 
tread in any unufual path, which was opened to them. 

And as copies of the Scriptures and other ancient monu- 
ments of the chriftian faith became more common, men 
perceived the innovations, which were introduced after 
the firft centuries; and though argument and reafoning 
could not give conviction, an Siiaucsl fact, well fup- 
ported, was able to make impreffion on their underftand- 
ings. Many of the powers, indeed, aflumed by the 
shiirch of Rome, were very ancient, and were prior to 
almoft every political government eftablifhed in Europe : 
But as the ecclefiaftics would not agree to poflefs their 
privileges as matters of civil right, which time might 
render valid, but appealed {till to a divine origin, men 
were tempted to look into their primitive charter; and 
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C H A P. they could, without much difficulty, perceive its defect 
XXIX. | = 
in truth and authenticity. 
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In order to beftow on this topic the greater influence, 
Luther and his followers, not fatistied with oppofing the 
pretended divinity of the Romifh church, and difplaying 
the temporal inconveniencies of that eftablifhment, car- 
ried matters much farther, and treated the religion of 
their anceftors, as abominable, deteftable, damnable ; 
foretold by facred writ itfelf as the fource of all wicked- 
nefs and pollution. ‘They denominated the pope anti- 
chrift, called his communion the fearlet whore, and gave 
to Rome the appellation of Babylon; expreffions, which, 
however applied, were to be found in Scripture, and 
which were better calculated to operate on the multitude 
than the moft folid arguments. Excited by conteft and 
perfecution on the one hand, by fuccefs and applaufe on 
the other, many of the reformers carried to the greateft 
extremities their oppofition to the church of Rome; and 
in contradiction to the multiplied fuperftitions, with 
which that communion was loaded, they adopted an ene 
thufiaftic ftrain of devotion, which admitted of no ob- 
fervances, rites, or ceremonies, but placed all merit in 
a myfterious fpecies of faith, in inward vifion, rapture, 
and ecflacy. The new fedtaries, feized with this fpirit, 
were indefatigable in the propagation of their doétrine, 
and fet at defiance all the anathemas and punifhments, 
with which the Roman pontiff endeavoured to over- 
whelm them. 

TuHatT the civil power, however, might afford them 
protection againft the ecclefiaftical jurifdiGtion, the Lue 
therans advanced doctrines favourable, in fome refpedt, 
to the temporal authority of fovereigns. “They inveighed 
againft the abufes of the court of Rome, with which 
men were at that time generally difcontented ; and they 
exhorted princes to reinftate themfelves in thofe powers, 
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of which the encroaching fpirit of the ecclefiaftics, efpe- © bie 
cially of the fovereign pontiff, had fo long bereaved them. 
They condemned celibacy and monaftic vows, and there- 153% 
by opened the doors of the convents to thofe who were 
either tired of the obedience and chaftity, or difgufted 
with the licence, in which they had hitherto lived. They 
blamed the exceflive riches, the idlenefs, the libertinifm 
of the clergy ; and pointed out their treafures and re- 
venues as lawful fpoil to the firft invader. And as the 
ecclefiaftics had hitherto conducted a willing anda ftu- 
pid audience; and were totally unacquainted with con- 
troverfy, much more with every fpecies of true literature 5 
they were unable to defend themfelves againft men, arm- 
ed with authorities, quotations, and popular topics, and 
qualified to triumph in every altercation or debate. Such 
were the advantages, with which the reformers began 
their attack on the Romith hierarchy ; and fuch were the 
caufes of their rapid and aftonifhing fuccefs. 

Leo X. whofe overfights and too fupine truft in the 74 Decemb, 
profound ignorance of the people had given rife to this 
fe&, but whofe found judgment, moderation, and tem- 
per, were well qualified to retard its progrefs, died in the 
flower of his age, a little after he received the king’s 
book againft Luther ; and he was fucceeded in the papal 
chair, by Adrian, a Fleming, who had been tutor to the 
emperor Charles. ‘This man was fitted to gain on the 
reformers by the integrity, candour, and fimplicity of 
manners, which diftinguifhed his character; but, fo 
violent were their prejudices againft the church, he rather 
hurt the caufe by his imprudent exercife of thofe virtues. 
He frankly confefled, that many abominable and deteft- 
able practices prevailed in the court of Rome; and by 
this fincere avowal, he gave occafion of much triumph 
to the Lutherans. This pontiff alfo, whofe penetration 
was not equal to his good intentions, was feduced to 
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CH AP. concur in that league, which Charles and Henry had 
‘ rte , formed againft France®; and he thereby augmented the 
{candal, occafioned by the practice of fo many preceding 


popes, who ftill made their fpiritual arms fubfervient ta 
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THE emperor, who knew, that Wolfey had received 
a difappointment in his ambitious hopes by the election 
of Adrian, and who dreaded the refentment of that 
haughty minifter, was folicitous to repair the breach 
made in their friendfhip by this incident. He paid ano- 
ther vifit to England; and befides flattering the vanity 
of the king and the cardinal, he renewed to Wolfey all 
the promifes, which he had made him, of feconding his 
pretenfions to the papal throne, Wolfey, fenfible that 
Adrian's great age and infirmities promifed a fpeedy 
vacancy, diflembled his refentment, and was willing to 


hope for a more profperous iffue to the next eleétion. The 


emperor renewed the treaty made at Bruges, to which 
fome articles were added; and he agreed to indemnify 
both the king and Wolfey for the revenue, which they 
fhould lofe by a breach with France. The more to in- 
gratiate himfelf with Henry and the Englith nation, he 
gave to Surrey, admiral of England, a commiffion for 
being admiral of his dominions; and he himfelf was in- 
ftalled knight of the garter at London. After a {tay of 
fix weeks in England, he embarked at Southampton, and 
in ten days arrived in Spain, where he foon pacified the 
tumults which had arifen in his abfence°, 

THE’ king declared war againft France; and _ this 
meafure was founded on fo little reafon, that he could 
allege nothing as a ground of quarrel, but Francis’s 
refulal to fubmit to his arbitration, and his fending Al- 
bany into Scotland. This latt ftep had not been taken 
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by the French king, till he was quite affured of Henry’s © 7 eee P, 
refolution to attack him. Surrey landed fome troops Peenttali 
Cherbourg in Normandy ; and after laying waftethecoun- 152% 
try, he failed to Morlaix, a rich town in Britanny, which 

he took and plundered. The Englifh merchants had great 

property in that place, which was no more fpared by the 

foldiers, than the goods of the French. Surrey then 

left the charge of the fleet to the vice-admiral ; and fail- 

ed to Calais, where he took the command of the Eng- 

lifh army, deftined for the invafion of France. This 

army, when joined by forces from the Low-Countries, 

under the command of the count de Buren, amounted in 

the whole to 18,000 men. 

Tue French had made it a maxim in almoft all their Invafon of 
wars with the Englifh, fince the reign of Charles V. —e 
never, without great necefflity, to hazard a general en- 
gagement; and the duke of Vendome, who commanded 
the French army, now embraced this wife policy. He 
fupplied the towns moft expofed, efpecially Boulogne, 
Montreuil, Terotienne, Hedin, with ftrong garrifons and 
plenty of provifions: He himfelf took poft at Abbeville, 
with fome Swifs and French infantry, and a body of 
cavalry: The count of Guife encamped under Montreuil 
with fix thoufand men. Thefe two bodies were in a 
fituation to join upon occafion; to throw fupply into 
any town that was threatened ; and to harafs the Eng- 
lifh in every movement, Surrey, who was not provided 
with magazines, firft divided his troops for the conveni- 
ence of fubfifting them; but finding that his quarters 
were every moment beaten up by the activity of the 
French generals, he drew together his forces, and laid 
fiege to Hedin, But neither did he fucceed in this enter- 
prize. The garrifon made vigorous fallies upon his 
army: The French forces aflaulted him from without : 

Great rains fell: Fatigue and bad weather threw the 
= ee foldiers 
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foldiers into dyfenteries: And Surrey was obliged to raife 
the fiege, and put his troops into winter-quarters about 
the end of Odtober. His rear guard was attacked at Pas 
in Artois, and five or fix hundred men were cut off; nor 
could all his efforts make him mafter of one place within 
the French frontier. 

Tue allies were more fuccefsful in Italy. Lautrec, 
who commanded the French, loft a great battle at Bicocca 
near Milan ; and was obliged to retire with the remains 
of his army. This misfortune, which proceeded from 
Francis’s negligence in not fupplying Lautrec with 
money ?, was followed by the lofs of Genoa, The caftie 
of Cremona was the fole fortrefs in Italy, which remained 
in the hands of the French. 

Europe was now in fuch a fituation, and fo con- 
nected by different alliances and interefts, that it was 
almoft impoffible for war to be kindled in one ‘part, and 
not diffufe itfelf throughout the whole: But of all the 
leagues among kingdoms, the clofeft was that which had 
fo long fubfifted between France and Scotland ; and the 
Englith, while at war with the former nation, could 
not hope to remain long unmolefted on the northern 
frontier. No fooner had Albany arrived in Scotland, 
than he tcok meafures for kindling a war with England ; 
and he fummoned the whole force of the kingdom to 
meet in the fields of Rofline?. He thence conducted the 
army fouthwards into Annandale; and prepared to pafs: 
the borders at Solway-Frith. But many of the nobility 
were difgufted with the regent’s adminiftration ; and 
obferving, that his connexions with Scotland were feeble 
in comparifon of thofe which he maintained with France, 
they murmured, that, for the fake of foreign interefts, 
their peace fhould fo often be difturbed, and war, during 
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their king’s minority, be wantonly entered into with ae. 
a neighbouring nation, fo much fuperior in force and 
riches. The Gordons, in particular, refufed to advance 152%. 
any farther ; and Albany, obferving a general difcontent 

to prevail, was obliged to conclude a truce with lord 

Dacres, warden of the Englifh weft marches. Soon after, 

he departed for France; and left the oppofite faction 

fhould gather force in his abfence, he fent thither be- 

fore him the earl of Angus, hufband to the queen 
dowager. 


Next year, Henry, that he might take advantage of 
the regent’s abfence, marched an army into Scotland 
under the command of Surrey, who ravaged the Merfe 
and Teviotdale without oppofition, and burned the town 
of Jedburgh. ‘The Scots had neither king nor regent to 
conduct them; The two Humes had been put to death: 
Angus was in a manner banifhed: No nobleman of vi- 
gour or authority remained, who was qualified to aflume 
the government: And the Englifh monarch, who knew 
the diftrefled fituation of the country, determined to pufh 
them to extremity, in hopes of engaging them, by the 
fenfe of their prefent weaknefs, to make a folemn renunci- 
ation of the French alliance, and to embrace that of Eng- 
land'. He even gave them hopes of contracting a mar- 
riage between the Jady Mary, heirefs of England, and 
their young monarch; an expedient, which would for 
ever unite the two kingdoms *: And the queen dowager, 
with her whole party, recommended every where the ad- 
vantages of this alliance, and of a confederacy with 
Henry. They faid, that the interefts of Scotland had 
too long been facrificed to thofe of the French nation, 
who, whenever they found themfelves reduced to diffi- 
culties, called for the affiftance of their allies; but were 
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‘ready to abandon them, as foon as they found their ads 


W—+—/ vantage in making peace with England: That where a 


1523- 


{mall his entered into fo clofe a confederacy with a 
greater, it muft always expect this treatment, as a con- 
fequence of the unequal alliance; but there were pe- 
culiar circumftances in the fituation of the kingdoms, 
which, in the prefent cafe, rendered it inevitable: That 
France was fo diftant and fo divided from them by fea, 
that fhe fcarcely could, by any means, and never could 
in time, fend fuccours to the Scots, fufficient to protect 
them againft ravages from the neighbouring kingdom : 
That nature had, in a manner, formed an alliance be- 
tween the two Britifh nations ; having enclofed them in 
the fame ifland; given them the fame manners, language, 
laws, and form of government; and prepared every thing 
for an intimate union between them: And that, if na- 
tional antipathies were abolifhed, which would foon be 
the effect of peace, thefe two kingdoms, fecured by the 
ocean and by their domeftic force, could fet at defi- 


ance all foreign enemies, and remain for ever fafe and 


unmolefted, 

THe partizans of the French alliance, on the other 
hand, faid, that the very reafons, which were urged in 
favour of a league with England, the vicinity of the king- 
dom and its fuperior ice were the real caufes, why a 
fincere and durable confederacy could never be formed 
with that hoftile nation: That among neighbouring ftates, 
occafions of quarrel were frequent ; “and the more power- 
ful would be fure to feize every frivolous pretence for 
opprefiing the weaker, and reducing it to fubjection : _ 
That as the near neighbourhood of Piaice and England 
had kindled a war alsiott perpetual between them, it was 
the intereft of the Scots, if they wifhed to maintain their 
independance, to preferve their league with the former 
kingdom, which balanced the force of the latter: That 


if 


if they deferted that old and falutary alliance, on whichC H A P. 
their importance in Europe chiefly depended, their an- ao 
cient enemies, ftimulated both by intereft and by paffion, 1523. 
would foon invade them with fuperior force, and bereave 
them of all their liberties: Or if they delayed the attack, 
the infidious peace, by making the Scots forget the ufe of 
arms, would only prepare the way for a flavery more cer- 
tain and more irretrievable*. 

Tue arguments employed by the Frenel party, being 
feconded by the natural prejudices of the people, feemed 
moft prevalent: And when the regent himfelf, who had 
been long detained beyond his appointed time by the 
danger from the Englifh fleet, at laft appeared among them, 
he was able to throw the balance entirely on that fide, 
By authority of the convention of ftates, he aflembled an 
army, witha view of avenging the ravages committed by 
the Englifh in the beginning of the campaign; and he 
led them fouthwards towards the borders. But when 
they were pafling the Tweed at the bridge of Melrofs, 
the Englifh party raifed again fuch oppofition, that Al- 
bany thought proper to make a retreat. He marched 
downwards, along the banks of the Tweed, keeping that 
river on his right; and fixed his camp oppofite to Werk- 
Caftle, which Surrey had lately repaired. He fent over 
fome troops to befiege this fortrefs, who made a breach 
in it, and ftormed fome of the outworks: But the regent, 
hearing of the approach of an Englifh army, and difcou- 
raged by the advanced feafon, thought proper to difband 
his forces and retire to Edinburgh. Soon after he went 
over to France, and never again returned to Scotland. 
The Scottifh nation, agitated by their domeftic factions, 
were not, during feveral years, ina condition to give any 
more difturbance to England; and Henry had full leifure 
to profecute his defigns on the continent. 


s Buchanan, lib, 14. 


THE 


46 
CHAP. 
XXIX. 
a 
3524 


asth April, 
A parlia- 
ment, 


HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 


Tue reafon, why the war againft France proceeded f¢ 
flowly on the part of England was the want of money. All 
the épen fines of Henry VII. were long aro diffipated; the 
king’s habits of expence ftill remained; and his revenues 
were unequal even tothe ordinary charge of government, 
much more to his military enterprizes. He had laft year 
caufed a general furvey to be made of the kingdom; the 
numbers of men, their years, profeffion, ftock, revenue*; 
and exprefled great fatisfa€tion on finding the nation fo 
opulent. He then iflued privy feals to the moft wealthy; 
demanding loans of particular fums: This act of 
power, though fomewhat irregular and tyrannical, had 
been formerly practifed by kings of England; and the 
people were now familiarized to it. But Henry, this 
year, carried his authority much farther. He publifhed 
an edict for a general tax upon his fubjeés, which he 
ftill called a loan; and he ‘levied five fhillings in the 
pound upon the clergy, two fhillings upon the laity. 
This pretended loan, as being more regular, was really 
more dangerous to the liberties of the people; and was a 
precedent for the king’s impofing taxes without confent 
of parliament. 

Henry foon after fummoned a parliament, together 
with a convocation; and found neither of them in a difé 
polition to complain of the infringement of their privi« 
leges. It was only doubted, how far they would carry 
their liberality to the king. Wolfey, who had under. 
taken the management of the affair, began with the cons 
vocation; in hopes, that their example would influence 
the parliament to grant a large fupply. He demanded a 
moiety of the ecclefiaftical revenues to be levied in five 
years, or two fhillings in the pound during that time; 
and though he met with oppofition, he reprimanded the 
refractory members in fuch fevere terms, that his requeft 
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was at Iaft complied with. The cardinal afterwards, C H A P, 
attended by feveral of the nobility and prelates, came to, - 
the houfe of cotnmons; and in a long and elaborate 1523. 
fpeech laid before them the public neceffities, the dan- 
ger of an invafion from Scotland, the affronts received 
from France, the league in which the king was engaged 
with the pope and the emperor; and he demanded a grant 
of 800,000 pounds, divided into four yearly payments ; 
a fum computed from the late furvey or valuation, to 
be equal to four fhillings in the pound of one year’s 
revenue, or one fhilling in the pound yearly, according 
to the divifion propofed". So latge a grant was unufual 
from the commons; and though the cardinal’s demand 
was fecofided by Sir Thomas More the fpeaker, and fe- 
veral other members attached to the court, the houfe 
could not be prevailed with to comply”. They only 
voted two fhillings in the pound on all who enjoyed 
twenty pounds a year and upwards; one fhilling on all 
who poflefled between twenty pounds and forty fhillings 
a year; and on the other fubjects above fixteen years of 
age a groat a-head. ‘This laft fum was divided into 
two yearly payments; the former into four, and was 
not therefore at the outmoft above fix-pence in the 
pound, The grant of the commons was but the moie- 
ty of the fum demanded ; and the cardinal, therefore, 
much mortified with the difappointment, came again to 
the houfe, and defired to reafon with fuch as refufed to 
comply with the king’s requeft. He was told, that it 
was a rule of the houfe never to reafon but among them- 
felves; and his defire was rejected. The commons, 
however, enlarged a little their former grant, and voted 


u This furvey or valuation is liable to much fufpicion, as fixing the rents a 
great deal too high: Unlefs the fum comprehend the revenues of all kinds, 
induftry as well as land and money. 
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C H A P. an impofition of three fhillings in the pound on all pots 
2, fefled of fifty pounds a year, and upwards*. The pro- 
4523+ cedings of this houfe of commons evidently difcover the. 
humour of the times: They were extremely tenacious of 

their money, and refufed a demand of the crown, which 

was far from being unreafonable; but they allowed an 
encroachment on national privileges to pafs uncenfured, 

though its direct tendency was to fubvert entirely the li- 

berties of the people. The king was fo diflatisfied with 

this faving difpofition of the commons, that, as he had 


not called a parliament during feven years before, he al- 
lowed feven more to elapfe, before he f{ummoned another. 
And on pretence of neceffity, he levied, in one year, 


from all who were worth forty pounds, what the parlia- © 
ment had granted him payable in four years’; a new in- 
vafion of national privileges, Thefe irregularities were 
commonly afcribed to the cardinal’s counfels, who, truft- 
ing to the protection afforded him by his ecclefiaftical 
character, was the lefs fcrupulous in his encroachments 
on the civil rights of the nation. 


THAT ambitious prelate received this year a new dif- 
appointment in his afpiring views. The pope, Adriah 
VI. died; and Clement VII. of the family of Medicis, 
was elected in his place, by the coricurrence of the impe- 
rial party. Wolfey could now perceive the infincerity of 
the emperor, and he concluded that that prince would 
never fecond his pretenfions to the papal chair. As he 
highly refented this injury, he began thenceforth to 
eftrange himfelf from the imperial court, and to pave 
the way for an union between his mafter and the French 
king. Meanwhile, he concealed his difguft; and after 
congratulating the new pope on his promotion, applied 
for a continuation of the legantine powers, which the two 
former popes had conferred upon him. Clement, know- 
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ing the importance of gaining his friendfhip, granted him es 
a commiflion for life; and by this unufual conceffion, he —_.__ 
‘jin a manner transferred to him the whole papal autho- — 1523: 
rity in England. In fome particulars, Wolfey made a 
good ufe of this extenfive power. He erected twa col- 
leges, one at Oxford, another at Ipfwich, the place of 
his nativity: He fought, all over Europe, for learned 
men to fupply the chairs of thefe colleges: And in order 
to beftow endowments on them, he fupprefied fome fmaller 
monatteries, and diftributed the monks into other con- 
vents, The execution of this projeét became the lefs 
dificult for him, becaufe the Romifh church began 
to perceive, that fhe overabounded in monks, and that 
fhe wanted fome fupply of learning, in order to oppofe 
the inquifitive, or rather difputative, humour of the 
reformers, 

‘THe confederacy againft France feemed more formid~ 
able than ever, on the opening of the campaign * 
Adrian, before his death, had renewed the league with 
Charles and Henry. The Venetians had been induced 
to defert the French alliance, and to form engagements 
for fecuting Francis Sforza, brother to Maximilian, in 
poffeffion of the Milanefe. The Florentines, the dukes 
of Ferrara and Mantua, and all the powers of Italy com- 
bined in the fame meafure. ‘The emperor in perfon me- 
naced France with a powerful invafion on the fide of 
Guienne: The forces of England and the Netherlands 
hovered over Picardy : A numerous body of Germans were 
preparing to ravage Burgundy: But all chefe perils from 
foreign enemies were lefs threateriing than a domeftic con- 
fpiracy, which had been formed, and which was now 
come to full maturity, againft the French monarch. 

Cuarvts duke of Bourbon, conftable of France, was 
a prince of the moft fhining merit ; and, befides diftin- 
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adorned with every accomplifhment, which became a per- 


#523- 


fon of his high ftation, His virtues, embellifhed with 
the graces of youth, had made fuch impreffion on Louife 
of savy; Francis’s mother, that, without regard to the 
inequality of their years, fhe made him propofals of 
marriage ; and meeting with a repulfe; fhe formed fchemes a 
of unrelenting vengeatce againft him. She was a wo- 
man, falfe, deceitful, vindictive, malicious; but, un- 
happily for France, had, by her capacity, which was 
confiderable, acquired an abfolute afcendant over her fons 
By her inftigation, Francis put many affronts on the 
conftable, which it was difficult for a gallant fpirit to 
endure; and at laft he permitted Louife to profecute a 
lawfuit againft him, by which, on the moft frivolous 
pretences, he was deprived of his ample pofleffions ; and 
inevitable ruin was brought upon Him. 

Bourson, provoked at all thefe indignities, and 
thinking, that, if any injuries could juftify.a man in re- 
belling againft his prince and country, he muft ftand ac- 
quitted, had entered into a fecret correfpondence with the 
emperor and the king of England*. Francis, pertinacis 
ous in his purpofe of recovering the Milanefe, had in- 
tended to lead his army in perfon into Italy ; and Bour- 
bon, who feigned ficknefs, in order to have a pretence for 
flaying behind, purpofed, as foon as the king fhould have 
pailed the Alps, to raifé an infurretion among his nu- 
merous vaflals, by whom he was extremely beloved, and 
to introduce foreign enemies into the heart of the king- 
dom, Francis got intimation of his defign ; but as he was 
not expeditious enough in fecuring fo dangerous a foe, the 


conftable made his efcape®; and entering into the empe- 


ror’s fervice, employed all the force of his enterprizing 
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{pirlt and his great talents for war to the prejudice of his pe be y: 
native countrys Nene pnt 
Tue king of England, defirous that Francis fhould  *5*3- 
undertake his Italian expedition, did not openly threaten 
Picardy this year with an invafion ; and it was late be- 
fore the duke of Suffolk, who cothmanded the Englifh 
forces, paffed over to Calais. He was attended by the2qth Aug. 
lords Montacute, Herbert, Ferrars, Morhey, Sandys, 
Berkeley, Powis, and many other noblemen and gentle- 
men¢, The Englifh army, reinforced by fome troops; Invafion of 
drawn from the garrifon of Calais, amounted to about pean 
12,000 men; and having joined an equal number of 
Flemings under the count de Buren, they prepared for 
an invafion of France. The fiege-of Boulogne was firft 
propofed ; but that enterprize appearing difficult, it was 
thought more advifable to leave this town behind them. 
The frontier of Picardy was very ill provided with troops 5 
and the only defence of ‘that province was the activity of 
the French officers, who infefted the allied army in their 
march, and threw garrifons, with great expedition, into 
every town, which was threatened by them. After coalt= 
ing the Somme, and paffing Hedin, Montreiil, Dourlens, 
the Englifh and Flemings prefented themfelves before 
Bray, a place of {mall force, which commanded a bridge 
over that river. Here they were refolved to pafs, and, if 
pofiible, to take up winter-quarters in France; but Crequi 
threw himfelf into the town, and feemed refolute to de- 
fend it. The allies attacked him with vigour and fucs 
cefs ; and when he retreated over the bridge, they purfued 
him fo hotly, that they allowed him not time to break it 
down, but paffed it along with him, and totally routed 
his army. They next advanced to Montdidier, which 
they befieged and took by capitulation. Meeting with no 
Oppofition, they proceeded to the river Oife, within ele- 
© Herbert. 
E2 ven 


§2 


forces to its relief. ‘The confederates, afraid of being fur- 
rounded, and of being reduced to extremities during fo 
advanced a feafon, thought proper to retreat. Montdidier 
was abandoned: And the Englifh and Flemings, without 
effecting any thing, retired into their refpective countries. 

France defended herfelf from the other invafions with 
equal facility and equal good fortune. ‘Twelve thoufand 
Lanfquenets broke into Burgundy under the command 
of the count of Furftenberg. The count of Guife, who 
defended that frontier, had nothing to oppofe to them but 
fome militia, and about nine hundred heavy-armed ca- 
valry. He threw the militia into the garrifon-towns 3 
and with his cavalry, he kept the field, and fo haraffed 
the Germans, that they were giad to make their retreat 
into Lorraine. Guife attacked them as they pafled the 
Meufe, put them into diforder, and cut off the greater 
part of their rear. 


THE emperor made great preparations on the fide of 
Navarre; and though that frontier was well guarded by 
nature, it feemed now expofed to danger from the pow= 
erful invafion which threatened it. Charles befieged Fon- 
tarabia, which a few years before had fallen into Francis’s 
hands; and when he had drawn thither Lautrec, the 
French general, he of a fudden raifed the fiege, and fat 
cown before Bayonne.  Lautrec, aware of that ftrata- 
gem, made a fudden march, and threw himfelf into Bay- 


onne, which he defended with fuch vigour and courage, 
that the Spaniards were conftrained to raife the fiege. 
‘The emperor would have been totally unfortunate on this 


fide, had he not turned back upon Fontarabia, and, con- 
trary to the advice of all his generals, fitten down, in the 
winter feafon, before that city, well fortified and ftrongly 
garrifoned, he cowardice or mifconduét of the gover- 

nor 
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‘nor faved him from the fhame of a new difappointment. © ee P. 
The place was furrendered in a few days ; and the empe- 
ror, having finifhed this enterprize, put his troops into 7573: 
winter-quarters. 
So obftinate was Francis in profecuting his Italian ex- Italian wars, 
pedition, that, notwithftanding thefe numerous invafions, 
with which his kingdom was menaced on every fide, he 
had determined to lead in perfon a powerful army to the 
‘conqueft of Milan, ‘The intelligence of Bourbon’s con- 
{piracy and efcape {topped him at Lyons ; and fearing fome 
infurrection in the kingdom from the intrigues of a man 
fo powerful and fo much beloved, he thought it prudent 
to remain in France, and to fend forward his army, un- 
der the command of admiral Bonnivet. The dutchy of 
Milan had been purpofely left in a condition fomewhat 
defencelefs, with a view of alluring Francis to attack it, 
and thereby facilitating the enterprizes of Bourbon; and 
no fooner had Bonnivet pafled the Tefin, than the army 
of the league, and even Profper Colonna, who com- 
manded it, a prudent general, were in the utmoft confu- 
fion. It is agreed, that if Bonnivet had immediately ad- 
vanced to Milan, that great city, an which the whole 
dutchy depends, would have opened its gates without re- 
“fiftance: But as he wafted his time in frivolous enter- 
prizes, Colonna had opportunity to reinforce the garrifon, 
and to put the place in. a pofture of defence, Bonnivet 
was now obliged to attempt reducing the city by bock- 
ade and famine; and he took poffeffion of all the pofts, 
which commanded the paflages to it. But the army of 
the league, meanwhile, was not unactive; and they fo 
Resitened od harafled the quarters of the French, that 
it feemed more likely the latter fhould themfelves perifh 
by famine, than reduce the city to thatextremity. Sick- 1524, 
nefs and fatigue and want had wafted them to fucha de- 
aree, that they were ready to raife ‘the blockade; and 
2-3 their 
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CBA P. their only hopes confifted in a great body of Swifs, which 

XXIX. as levied for the fervice ofthe French king, and whofe 

1524. arrival was every day expected. But thefe mountaineers 
no fooner came within fight of the French camp, than 
they ftopped from a fudden caprice and refentment; and 
inftead of joining Bonnivet, they fent orders to a great 
body of their countrymen, who then ferved under him, 
immediately to begin their march, and to return home in 
their company *. After this defetion of the Swifs, Bon- 
nivet had no other choice; but that of making his retreat, 
as faft as poffible, into France, 

Tue French being thus expeled Italy, the pope, the 
Venetians, the Florentines were /atisfied with the advan- 
tage obtained over them, and were refolved to profecute 
their viGtory no farther. All tiefe powers, efpecially 
Clement, had entertained a yiolert jealoufy of the empe- 
ror’s ambition ; and their fufpicions were extremely aug 
mented, when they faw him refule the inveftiture of Mi- 
lan, a fief of the empire, to Frencis Sforza, whofe title 

-he had acknowledged, and whde defence he had em- 
braced‘. ‘They al] concluded, that he intended to put 
himfelf in poffeffion of that important dutchy, and reduce 
Italy to fubjeétion : Clement in particular, adtuated by 


this jealoufy, proceeded fo far in oppofition to the empe- 
ror, that he fent orders to his nuncio at London to me- 
diate a reconciliation between Frince and England But 
affairs were not yet fully ripe fo: this change. Wolfey, 
difeufted with the emperor, but ftill more atuated by 
vain-glory, was determined that he himfelf fhould have 
the renown of bringing about that great a'teration ; and 
he engaged the king to reject the pope’s mediation. A 
new treaty was even concluded between Henry and Charles 
for the invafion of France. Charles flipulated to fupply 
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the duke of Bourbon with a powerful army, in order to CS P, 
conquer Provence and Dauphiny: Henry agreed to pay Miah ceed 
him a hundred thoufand crowns for the firft month; after © 1524 
which, he might either chufe to continue the fame month- 
ly payments, or invade Picardy with a powerful army. 
Bourbon was to poflefi thefe provinces with the title of 
king ; but to hold them in fee of Henry as king of France. 
The dutchy of Burgundy was to be given to Charles : 
The reft of the kingdom to Henry. . 
Tuis chimerical partition immediately failed of execu- 
tion in the article which was moft eafily performed : 
Bourbon refufed to acknowledge Henry as king of France. 
His enterprize, however, againft Provence ftill took place. 
A numerous army of imperialifts invaded that country 
under his command anj that of the marquis of Pefcara, 
They laid fiege to Marfeilles, which, being weakly gar- 
rifoned, they expected to reduce in a little time: But the 
citizens defended themielves with fuch valour and obtti- 
nacy, that Bourbon and Pefcara, who heard of the 
French king’s approach with a numerous army, found 
themfelves. under a neceffity of raifing the fiege ; and 
they led their forces, weakened, baffled, and difheartened, 
into Italy. 
Francis might now have enjoyed in fafety the glory 
of repulfing all his enemies, in every attempt which 
they had hitherto mad+ for invading his kingdom: But 
as he received intelligence, that the king of England, 
difcouraged by his former fruitlefs enterprizes, and dif- 
gufted with the emperor, was making no preparations for 
any attempt on Picardy, his ancient ardour feized him 
for the conqueft of Milan; and, notwithftanding the 
advanced feafon, he was immediately determined, con- 
’ trary to the advice of his wifeft counfellors, to lead his 
army into Italy. 
Hi paffed the Alps at Mount Cenis, and no fooner ap- The king 


peared in Piedmont, than he threw the whole Milanefe France 
E 4 Lito Ualy. 


§6 


HISTORY OF ENGLAND, 


c-H AY.into confternation. The forces of the emperor and Sforza 
‘retired to Lodi; and had: Francis been fo fortunate as*to 
Sn ee 


3524 


purfue them, they had abandoned that. place, and had 
been totally difperfed@: But his ill fate led him to be- 
fiege Pavia, a town of confiderable ftrength, well garri- 
foned, and defended by Leyva, one of the braveft officers 
in the Spanifh fervice. Every attempt, which the French 
king made to gain this important place, proved fruitlefs. 
He battered the walls, and made breaches; but by the 
vigilance of Leyva, new retrenchments were inftantly 
thrown up behind the breaches: He attempted to divert 
the courfe of the Tefin, which ran by one fide of the 
city, and defended it; but an inundation of the river de- 
ftroyed in one night all the mounds, which the foldiers, 
during a long time, and with infinite labour, had been 
erecting, Fatigue and the bad feafon (for it was the 
depth of winter) had wafted the French army. The impe- 
rial generals mean while were not una@tive. Pefcara and 
Lannoy, viceroy of Naples, aflembled forces from all 
quarters. Bourbon, having pawned his jewels, went into 
Germany, and with the nioney, aided by his perfonal in- 
tereft, levied a body of twelve thoufand Lanfquenets, 
with which he joined the imperialifts, This whole army 
advaneed to raife the fiegé of Pavia; and the danger to 
the French became every day more imminent, 

THE flate of Europe was fuch, during that age, that, 
partly from want of commerce and induftry every where, 
except in Italy and the Low-Countries, partly from the 
extenfive privileges till poffeffed by the people in all the 
great monarchies, and their frugal maxims in eranting 
money, the revenues of the princes were extremely nar- 


row, and even the finall armies, which they kept on foot, 
could not be regularly paid by them, 


The imperial for- 
¢es, Commanded by Bourbon, Pefcara, 


and Lannoy, exe 
$ Guicciardini, lib, 15. Du Bellay, lib, a. 
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ceeded not twenty thoufand men ; they were the only © ae 
body of troops maintained by the emperor (for he had not , aa 
been able to levy amy army for the invafion of France, #5*5 
either on the fide of Spain or Flanders), Yet ‘fo poor 

was that mighty monarch, that he could tranfmit no 

money for the payment of this army ; and it was chiefly 

the hopes of fharing the plunder of the French camp, 

which had made them advance, and kept them to their 
ftandards. Had Francis raifed the fiege before their ap- 

proach, and retired to Milan, they muft immediately have 
difbanded; and he had obtained a complete victory, with- : 
out danger or bloodfhed. But it was the character of this 
monarch, to become obftinate in proportion to the diffi- 

culties which he encountered; and having once faid, that 

he would take Pavia or perith before it, he was refolved 

rather to endure the utmoft extremities than depart from 

this refolution. 


Tue imperial generals, after cannonading the French 24th Febs 
camp for feveral days, at laft made a general affault,, and Pua 
broke into the entrenchments. Leyva fallied from the captivity of 
town, and encreafed the confufion among the befiegers. — 
The Swifs infantry, contrary to their ufual practice, 
behaved in a daftardly manner, and deferted their 
poft. Francis’s forces were put to rout ; and he himfelf, 
furrounded by his enemies, after fighting with heroic va 
Jour, and killing feven men with his own hand, was at 
Jatt obliged to furrender himfelf prifoner. Almoft the 
who'e army, full of nobility and brave officers, either 
perilhed by the fword, or were drowned in the river. 
The few, who efcaped with their lives, fell into the 
hands of the enemy. 


‘THE emperor received this news by Pennalofa, who 
pafled through France, by means of a fafe-conduct, 
granted him by the captive king. The moderation, 


which 
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c H A P. which he difplayed on this occafion, had it been fincere, 
: = ymould: have’ done him honour. -Inftead of rejoicing, 
1525- he exprefled fympathy with Francis’s il] fortune, and dif- 
covered his fenfe of thofe calamities, to which the greateft 
monarchs are expofed', He refufed the city of Madrid 
permiffion to make any public expreffions of triumph ; 

and faid that he referved all his exultation, till he fhould 

beable to obtain fome viGtory over the infidels. He fent 

orders to his frontier garrifons to commit no hoftilities 

upon France. He fpoke of concluding immediately a 

peace on reafonable terms. But all this feeming mode- 

ration was only hypocrify, fo much the more dangerous 

as it was profound. And he was wholly occupied in form- 

ing {chemes, how, from this great incident, he might 

draw the utmoft advantage, and gratify that exorbitant 
ambition, by which, in all his ations, he was ever 


governed, 


{ 


Tue fame Pennalofa, in paffing through France, car- 
ried glfo a letter from Francis to his mother, whom he 
had left regent, and who then refided at Lyons. It con- 
tained only thefe few words, AZadam, all is lofi, except our 
honour. “The princefs was ftruck with the greatnefs of 


the calamity, She'faw the kingdom without a fovereign, 


without an army, without generals, without money; fur- 
rounded on every fide by implacable and vi€torious ene- 
mies: And her chief refource, in her prefent diftrefles, 
were the hopes, which fhe entertained, of peace and even 
of afliftance from the king of England. 


Hao the king entered into the war againft France from 
any concerted political views, it is evident, that the vic~ 
tory of Pavia, and the captivity of Francis, were the mot 
fortunate incidents that could have befallen him, and the 
only ones that could render his fchemes effectual. While 


h Vera, Hift de Carl, V, 


the 
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the war was carried on in the former feeble manner, with- pF 
out any decifive advantage, he might have been able to--—~-——~“ 
poflefs himfelf of fome frontier town, or perhaps of a T5%5 
{mall territory, of which he could not have kept pofleffion, 

without expending much more than its value. By fome 

fignal calamity alone, which annihilated the power of 

France, could he hope to acquire the dominion of confi- 

derable provinces, or difmember that great monarchy, fo 
affeCtionate to itsown government and its own fovereigns, 

But as it is probable, that Henry had never before carried 

his reflections fo far, he was’ ftartled at this important 

event, and became fenfible of his own danger, as well as 

that of all Europe, from the lofs of a proper counterpoife to 

the power of Charles. Inftead of taking advantage, there- Henry eme 
fore, of the diftrefled condition of Francis, he was deter- yar 
mined to lend him affiftance in his prefent calamities; and France. 

as the glory of generofity, in raifing a fallen enemy, con- 

curred with his political interefts, he hefitated the lefs in 
embracing thefe new meafures. 

Some difgufts alfo had previoufly taken place between 
Charles and Henry, and {till more between Charles and 
Wolfey; and that powerful minifter waited only for a 
favourable opportunity of revenging the difappointments 
which he had met with. The behaviour of Charles, im- 
mediately after the victory of Pavia, gave him occafion to 
revive the king’s jealoufy and fufpicions. “The emperor 
fo ill fupported the appearance of moderation, which he 
at firft aflumed, that he had already changed his ufual 
ftyle to Henry; and inftead of writing to him with his 
own hand, and fubfcribing himfelf your affectionate fon and 
coufin; he di@tated his letters to a fecretary, and fimply 
fubfcribed himfelf Charlesi. Wolfley allo perceived a 
diminution in the carefles and profeffions, with which the 


i Guicciardini, lib, 16. 
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© ete P-emperor’s letters to him were formerly loaded; and thts 
i» laft imprudence, proceeding from the intoxication of fuc+ 
1525+ cefs, was probably more dangerous to Charles’s interefts 

than. the other. 
Henry, though immediately determined to embrace 


new meafures, was careful to fave appearances in the 


change; and he caufed rejoicings to be every where made 


on account of the victory of Pavia, and the captivity of 


Francis. He publicly difmiffed a French envoy, whom 
he had formerly allowed, notwithftanding the war, to ré- 
fide-at:'London*: But upon. the regent of France’s fub- 
miffive applications to him, he again opened a correfpond- 
ence with her; and befides afluring her of his friendfhip 


and protection, he exacted a promifc, that fhe never would 
confent to the difmem bering of any province from the mos 


narchy for her fon’s ranfom. With the emperor, however, 
he put on the appearance of vigour and enterprize ; and 
in order to have a pretence for breaking with him, he dif- 
patched Tonftal, bifhop of London, to Madrid, with pro- 
pofals for a powerful invafion of France. He required, 
that Charles fhould immediately enter Guienne at the 
head of a great army, in order to put him in pofleffion 
of that province; and he demanded the payment of large 
fums of money, which that prince had borrowed from 
him in his laft vifit at London. He knew, that the em- 
peror was in no condition of fulfilling either of thefe de- 
mands; and that he had as little inclination to make him 
mafter of fuch confiderable territories upon the frontieys 


of Spain. 


Tonstat likewife, after his arrival at Madrid, in- 
formed his mafter, that Charles, on his part, urged feveral 


vY 


complaints againfl England; and in particular was'dif- 


pleafed with Henry, becaufe laft ycar he had neither con- 
K Du Bellay, liv. iii, Stowe, p, 221, Baker, P:-293. 
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tinued his monthly payments to Bourbon, nor invaded C sae 
Picardy, according to his ftipulations. Tonftal added, 
that, ‘a fietil of exprefling an intention to efpoufe Mary, 3525. 

when fhe fhould be of age, the emperor had hearkened to 
propofals, for marrying his niece Ifabella, princefs of 
Portugal; and that he had entered into a feparate treaty 
with Francis, and feemed determined to reap alone all 
the advantages of the fuccefs, with which fortune had 
crowned his arms. 

‘Tue king, influenced by all thefe: motives, concluded 
at Moore his alliance with the regent of France, and 
engaged to procure her fon his liberty on reafonable con- 
ditions': ‘The regent alfo, in another treaty, acknow- 
ledged the kingdom Henry’s debtor for one million eight 
hundred thoufand crowns, to be difcharged in half- 
yearly payments of fifty thoufand crowns: After which, 
Henry was to receive, during life, a yearly penfion of 
a hundred thoufand. A large prefent of a hundred 
thoufand crowns was alfo made to Wolfey, for his 
good .offices, but covered under the pretence of arrears 
due on the penfion granted him. for relinquifhing the ad- 
miniftration of Tournay. 

Meanwuite, ‘Henry; forefeeing that this treaty 
with France might involve him in a war with the emperor, 
was alfo determined to fill his treafu ry by impofitions upon 
his own fubje&s; and as the parliament had difcovered 
fome reluctance in complying with his demands, he fol- 
lowed, as is believed, the counfel of Wolfey, and refolved 
to make ufe of his prerogative alone for that purpofe, 
He iffued commiffions to all the counties of England, for 

‘ “12 ; ‘* Difcontents 
levying four fhillings in the pound upon the clergy, of the Eng- 
three fhillings and four pence upon the laity; and fo liM. 
uncontroulable did he deem his authority, that he took 


no care to cover, as formerly, this arbitrary exaction, 


1 Du Tillet, Recueil des Traites de Leonard, tom. 3. Herbert. 
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even under the flender pretence of a loan. But he foori 
found, that he had prefumed too far on the pafive fub- 
miffion of his fubjeéts. The people, difpleafed with an 
exaction beyond what was ufually levied in thole days, 
and farther difgufted with the illegal method of mpofing 
it, broke out in murmurs, complaints, oppofitior to the 
commiffioners; and their refractory difpofition threat- 
ened a general infurrection. Henry had the prulence to 
ftop fhort, in that dangerous path, into which he had 
entered. He fent letters to all the counties; declaring, 
that he meant’no force by this laft impofition, znd that 
he would take nothing from his fubjects but by way of 
benevolence. We flattered himfelf, that his condefcenfion 
in employing that difguife would fatisfy the people, and 
that no one-would dare to render himfelf obnoxious to 
royal authority, by refufing any payment required of 
him in this manner. But the fpirit of oppofition, once 
roufed, could not fo eafily be quieted at plealure. A 
lawyer in the city objeéting the ftatute of Richard IIl. 
by which benevolences were for ever abolifhed, it was 
teplied by the court, that, Richard being an ufurer, and 
his parliament a factious aflembly, his ftatutes could not 
bind a lawful and ab/alute monarch, who held hs crown 
by hereditary right, and needed. not to court the favour 
of a licentious populace™. ‘The judges even went fo 
far as to affirm pofitively, that the king might exact by 
commiffion any fum he pleafed; and the privy council 
gave a ready affent to this decree, which annihilated the 
moft valuable privilege of the people, and reniered all 
their other privileges precarious. Armed with juch for- 
midable authority, of royal prerogative and a pretence of 
law, Wolfey fent for the mayor of London, and defired 
to know what he was willing to give for the ‘upply of 
his majefty’s neceffities. The mayor feemed defirous, 
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before he fhould declare himfelf, to confult the common CH A P. 


XIX 


: x ; 
council; but the cardinal required, that he and all the Wy 


aldermen fhould feparately confer with himfelf about the 
benevolence; and he eluded by that means the danger of 
a formed oppofition. Matters, however, went not fo 
{moothy in the country. An infurre€tion was begun in 
fome flaces; but as the people were not headed by any 
confiderable perfon, it was eafy for the duke of Suffolk, 
and the earl of Surrey, now duke of Norfolk, by em- 
ploying perfuafion and authority, to induce the ring 
leaders to lay down their arms, and furrender themfelves 
prifones. The king, finding it dangerous to punith 
criminis, engaged in fo popular acaufe, was determined, 
notwithtanding his violent, imperious temper, to grant 
them ageneral pardon; and he prudently imputed their 
guilt, 10t to their want of loyalty or affection, but to 
their poverty. The offenders were carried before the ftar- 
chamber; where, after a fevere charge brought againft 
them ly the king’s-council, the cardinal faid, ‘* That, 
“* notwithftanding their grievous offence, the king, in 
*¢ conideration of their neceffities, had granted them 
** his gracious pardon, upon condition, that they would 
‘< find fureties for their future good behaviour.” But 
they mplying, that they had no fureties, the cardinal 
firft, and after him the duke of Norfolk, faid, that 
they would be bound for them, Upon which they were 
difmifled *. 

‘T’H1SE arbitrary impofitions, being imputed, though on 
what grounds is unknown, tothe counfels of the cardinal, 
encreaed the general odium, under which he* Jaboured; 
and the clemency of the pardon, being afcribed to the king, 
was confidered as an atonement on his part for the illegality 
of the neafure. But Wolfey, fupported both by royal and 
papal a:thority, proceeded, without fcruple, to violate all 
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CH A P. ecclefiaftical privileges, which, during thatage, were much 
So ll more facred than civil; and having once prevailed in that 
1525 wunufual attempt of fupprefling fome monatteries, he kept 
all the reft in awe, and exercifed over them an arbitrary 
jurifdigtion. By his commiffion as legate, he was im~ 

powered to vifit them, and reform them, and chattife 

their irregularities; and he employed his ufual agent, 

Allen, in the exercife of this authority. The religious 

houfes were obliged to compound for their guilt, real or 


pretended, by paying large fums to the cardinal or his 
deputy ; and this oppreffion was carried fo far, that it 


reached at laft the king’s ears, which were not commonly- 
open to complaints againft his favourite. Wolfey had 
built a fplendid palace at Hampton-court, which he 
probably intended, as well as that of York-place in Weft- 
minfter, for his own refidence; but fearing the encreafe 
of envy on account of this magnificence, and defirous to 
appeafe the king, he made him a prefent of the building, 
and told him, that, from the firft, he had ere&ted it for 
his ufe. 

Tue abfolute authority, poffeffed by the king, rendered 
his domeftic government, both over his people and_ his 
minifters, eafy and expeditious: The conduct of foreign 
laffairs alone required effort and application; and they 
were now brought to fuch a fituation, that it was no 
longet fafe for England to remain entirely neutral. ‘The 
feigned moderation of the emperor was of fhort duration 5 
and it was foon obvious to all the world, that his great 
dominions, far frem gratifying his ambition, were only re- 


garded as the means of acquiring anempire more extenfive. 
The terms which he demanded of his prifoner, were fuch 
as muft for ever have annihilated the power of France, 
and deftroyed the balance of Europe. ‘Thefe terms were 
propofed to Francis, foon after the battle of Pavia, while, 
he was detained in Pizzichitone; and as he had hitherto 
grufted fomewhat to the empcror’s generofity, the difap- 
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pointment excited in his breaft. the moft lively indigna- © 4 oe 
tion. He faid, that he would rather live and die a. 
prifoner, than agree to difmemibet his kingdoms; and 1525: 
that, even were he fo bafe as to fubmit to flich conditions, 
his fubjects would never permit him to carry them into 
execution. 

FRANCIS Was encotirazed to perfift in detnanding 
more moderate terms, by the favourable accounts, which 
he heard of Henry’s difpofitions towards him, and of the 
alarm, which had feized all the chief powers in Italy, 
upon his defeat and captivity. He was urieafy, however’ rrancts te- 
to be fo far diftant from the emperor with whom he ats 
muft treat ; and he exprefled his defite (which was com- 
plied with) to be removed to Madrid, in hopes that a 
perfonal interview would operate in his favour, and that 
Charles, if not influenced by his minifters, might be 
found poflefled of the fame franknefs of difpofition, by 
which Ke himfelf was diftinguifhed. He was foon con« 
vinced of his miftake. Partly from want of exercife, 
partly from reflexions on his prefent melancholy fitua- 
tion, he fell into a languifhing illnefs; which begat 
apprehenfions in Charles, left the death of his captive 
fhould bereave him of all thofe advantages, which he 
purpofed to extort from him. He then paid him a vifit 
in the caftle of Madrid; and as he approached the bed 
in which Francis lay, the fick monarch called to him, 
*¢ You come, Sir, to vifit your prifoner.” ** No,” 
replied the emperor, ‘‘ I come to vifit my brother, and 
*¢ my friend, who fhall foon obtain his liberty.” He 
foothed his afflictions with many fpeeches of a like na- 
ture, which had fo good an effect, that the king daily 
recovered °; and thenceforth employed himfelf in con- 
certing with the minifters of the emperor the terms of 
his treaty. 
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Cc nit Avr Jatt the emperor, dreading a general combination 

Gi againft him, was willing to abate fomewhat of his rigour ; 

526. and the treaty of Madrid was fined, by which, it was 

gga hoped, an end would be finally put to the differences 

between thefe great monarchs. The principal condition 

was the reftoring of Francis’s liberty, and the delivery 

of his two eldeft fons as hoftages to the emperor for the 

ceffion of Burgundy: If any difficulty fhould afterwards 

eccur in the execution of this laft article, from the oppo- 

fition of the ftates, either of France or of that. province, 

Francis ftipulated, that, in fix weeks time, he fhould return 

to his prifon, and remain there till the full performance 

of the treaty. “There were many other articles in this 

famous convention, all of them extremely: fevere: upon 

the captive monarch; and Charles difcovered evidently 

his intention of reducing Italy, as well as France, to 
{ubjection and dependance. 

Many of Charles’s minifters forefaw, that Francis, 
how folemn foever the oaths, promifes, and proteftations 
exacted of him, never would execute a treaty, fo difad- 
vantageous, or rather ruinous and deftructive, to him- 
felf, his pofterity, and his country. By putting Burgundy, 
they thought, into the emperor’s hands, he gave his power- 
ful enemy an entrance into the heart of the kingdom: By 
facrificing his allies in Italy; he deprived himfelf of fo- 
reign affiftance ; and arming his oppreflor with the whole 
force and wealth of that opulent country, rendered him 
abfolutely irrefiftible. ‘To thefe great views of intereft, 
were added the motives, no lefs cogent, of paffion and 
refentment ; while Francis, a prince, who piqued hime 
felf on generofity, reflected on the rigour with which he 
had been treated during his captivity, and the fevere 
terms which had been exacted of him for the recovery 


of his liberty. It was alfo forefeen, that the emula- 
tion and rivalfhip, which had fo long fubfifted between 
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thefe two monafths, would make him feel the firongeft wets P 
reluctance on yielding the fuperiority to an antagonift, eae 
who, by the whole tenor of his condu&t, he wovld 'e 1526 
apt to think, had fhewn himfelf fo little worthy of that 
advantage, which fortune, and fortune alone, had put 
into his hands, His minifters, his friends, his fubjects, 
his allies, would be fure, with one voice, to inculcate 
on him, that the firft object of a prince, was the pres 
fervation of his people; and that the laws of honour, 
which, with a private man, ought to be abfolutely fu- 
pteme, and fuperior to all interefts, were, with a fovea 
reign, fubordinate to the great duty of enfuring the fafety 
of his country. Nor could it be imagined, that Francis 
would be fo romantic in his principles, as not to hearken 
to a cafuiftry, which was fo plaufible in itfelf, and which 
fo much flattered all the paffions, by which, either as a 
prince or a man, he was ftrongly a€tuated. 5 

FRANCIS, on. entering his own dominions, delivered 18th March, 
his two eldeft fons as hoftages into the hands of the ines 
Spaniards. He mounted a Turkith horfe, and immedi- ler! 
ately putting him to the gallop, he waved his hand, and 
cried aloud feveral times, J am yet a king. He foon 
reached Bayonne, where he was joyfully received by the 
regent and his whole court. He immediately wrote to 
Henry ; acknowledging that to his good oifices alone he 
owed his liberty, and protefting, that he fhould be en- 
tirely governed by his counfels in all tranfa@tions with 
the emperor. When the Spanith envoy demanded his 
ratification of the treaty of Madrid, now that he had 
fully recovered his liberty, he declined the propofal ; 
under colour, that it was previoufly neceflary to aflemble 
the States both of France and of Burgundy, and to ob- 
tain their confent. The States of Burgundy foon met ; 
~ and declaring againft the claufe, which contained an én- 
gagement for alienatiag their province, they expreffed 
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CH A P. their refolution of eppofing, even by force of arms, the 


XXIX. 


3526, 


22d May. 


execution of fo ruisous and unjuft an article. _The Im- 
perial minifter thenrequired, that Francis, in conformity 
to the treaty of Malrid, fhould now return to his prifon ; 
but the French nonarch, inftead of complying, made 
public the treaty, vhich, a little before, he had fecretly 
concluded at Cogmic, againft the ambitious fchemes and 
ufurpations of the enperor P, 

Tue pope, the Venetians, and other Italian ftates, 
who were deeply irterefted in thefe events, had been held 
in the moft anxious fufpence with regard to the refolu- 
tions, which Frarcis fhould take, after the recovery of 
his liberty ; and Cement, in particular, who fufpected, 
that this prince vould never execute a treaty fo hurtful 
to his interefts, anc even deftructive of his independency, 
had very frankly dfered him a difpenfation from all his 
oaths and engagenents. Francis remained not in fuf- 
pence; but enterd immediately into the confederacy 
propofed to him. It was ftipulated, by that king, the 
pope, the Venetiars, the Swifs, the Florentines, and the 
duke of Milan, anong other articles, that they would 
oblige the emperor to deliver up the two young princes 
of France on receiving a reafonable fum of money ; 
and to reftore Milin to Sforza, without farther condi- 
tion or incumbran:e. The king of England was invited 
to accede, not ony as a contracting party, but as pro- 
tector of the holy cague, fo it was called: And if Naples 
fhould be conqueed from the emperor, in profecution 
of this confederay, it was agreed, that Henry fhould 
enjoy a principalit; in that kingdom of the yearly reve- 
nue of 30,000 dicats: And that cardinal Wolfey, in 
confideration of tle fervices, which he had rendered to 
Chriftendom, fhoud alfo, in fuch an event, be put in 
pofleffion of a revmue of 10,000 ducats, 
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Francis was defirous, that the appearance of thisC 4 A P, 
great confederacy fhould engage th: emperor to relax Sige 
fomewhat in the extreme rigour of tly treaty of Madrid; #526: 
and while he entertained thefe hops, he was the more 
remifs in his warlike preparations, nor did he fend in 
due time reinforcement to his alles in Italy. The 152 
duke of Bourbon had got pofleffion of the whole Mi- 
janefe, of which the emperor intendd to grant him the 
inveftiture; and having levied a onfiderable army in 
Germany, he became formidable to dl the Italian poten- 
tates; and not the lefs fo, becaufe Charles, deftitute, as 
ufual, of money, had not been abl: to remit any pay 
to the forces. The general was extremely beloved by 
his troops; and in order to prevent tiofe mutinies, which 
were ready to break out every moment, and which their 
affection alone for him had hithero reftrained, he led 
them to Rome, and promifed to rich them by the 
plunder of that opulent city. He wis himfelf killed, as 6th May. 
he was planting a f{caling ladder agairft the walls; but his 
foldiers, rather enraged than difcowaged by his death, 
mounted to the aflault with the utmoft valour, and Sack of 
entering the city, fword in hand, exrcifed all thofe bru- a 
talities, which may be expected from ferocity excited by 
refiftance, and from infolence which akes place when that 
refiftance is no more. ‘This renowied city, expofed by 
her renown alone to fo many calanities, never endured 
in any age, even from the barbariars, by whom fhe was 
often fubdued, fuch indignities as fhe was now com- 
pelled to fuffer. The unreftrainedmaflacre and pillage, 
which continued for feveral days, vere the leaft ills, to 
which the unhappy Romans were «pofed?. Whatever 
was refpectable in modefty or facrec in religion, feemed 
but the more to provoke the infults»f the foldiery, Vir- 
gins fuffered violation in the arms of their parents, and 
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pon thofe very altars, to which they had filed for pro- 


tection. Aged prelates, after enduring every indignity, 
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and even every torture, were thrown into dungeons, and 
menaced with the moft cruel death, in order to make 
them reveal their fecret treafures, or purchafe liberty by 
exorbitant ranfoms, Clement himfelf, who had trufted 
for protection to the facrednefs of his character, and new 
giecied to make his efcape in time, was taken captive; 
and found that his dignity, which procured him no re- 
gard from the Spanifh foldicrs, did but draw on him the 
infolent mockery of the German, who, being generally 
attached to the Lutheran principles, were pleafed to 
gratify their animofity by the abafement of the fovereign 
pontiff, 

_ When intelligence of this great event was conyeyed 
to the emperor, that young prince, habituated to hypoe 
crify, exprefled the moft profound forrow for the fuccefs 
of his arms: He put himfelf and all his court in mourn- 
ing: He ftopped the rejoicings for the birth of his fon 
Philip: And knowing that every artifice, however grofs, 
is able, when feconded by authority, to impofe upon 
the people, he ordered prayers, during feveral months, 
to be put up in the churches for the Pope’s liberty 5 
which, all men knew, a letter under his hand could in 
a moment have procured. 

_ Tue concern, exprefled by Henry and Francis for the 
calamity of their ally, was more fincere. Thefe two 
monarchs, a few days. before the fack of Rome, had 
concluded a treaty’ at Weftminfter, in which, befides 
renewing former alliances, they agreed to fend ambafla- 
dors to Charles, requiring him to accept of two millibns 
of crowns as the ranfom of the French princes, and to 
repay the money, borrowed from Henry ; and in cafe of 
refufal, the ambafladors, attended by heralds, were ordered 
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to denounce war againft him, ‘This war, it was agreed ©" - 


to profecute in the Low Countries, with an army of ——.—~ 


thirty thoufand infantry and fifteen hundred men at 
arms, two-thirds to be fupplied by Francis, the reft by 
Henry. And in order to ftrengthen the alliance be- 
tween the princes, it was ftipulated, that either Francis 
or his fon, the duke of Orleans, as fhould afterwards be 
agreed on, fhould efpoufe the princefs Mary, Henry’s 
daughter. No fooner did the monarchs receive intelli- 
gence of Bourbon’s enterprize, than they changed, by a 


1§27e 


new treaty, the fcene of the projected war from the Ne- 29th May. 


therlands to Italy; and hearing of the pope’s captivity, 


they were farther ftimulated to undertake the war with 11th July. 


vigour for reftoring him to liberty. Wolfey himfelf 
crofled the fea, in order to have an interview with 
Francis, and to concert meafures for that purpofe; and 
he difplayed all that grandeur and magnificence with 
which he was fo much intoxicated. He was attended 
by a train of a thoufand horfe. The cardinal of Lor- 
raine, and the chancellor Alancgon, met him at Boulogne : 
Francis himfelf, befides granting to that haughty pre- 
late the power of giving, in every place where he came, 
liberty to all prifoners, made a journey as far as Amiens 
to meet him, and even advanced fome miles from the 
town, the more to honour his reception. It was here 
ftipulated, that the duke of Orleans fhould efpoufe the 
princefs Mary ; and as the emperor feemed to be taking 
fome fteps towards aflembling a general council, the 
two monarchs agreed not to acknowledge it, but, during 
the interval of the pope’s captivity, to govern the 
churches in their refpective dominions, by their own 
authority. Wolfey made fome attempts to get his le- 
gantine power extended over France, and even over 
Germany ; but finding his efforts fruitlefs, he was ob- 
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liged, though with great reluctance, to defift- from thefe 
ambitious enterprizes $, 

Tue more to cement the union between thefe princes, 
a new treaty was, fome time after, concluded at London ; 
in which Henry agreed finally to renounce all claims to 
the crown of France; claims, which might now indeed 
be deemed chimerical; but which often ferved as a pre- 
tence for exciting the unwaty Englifh to wage war upon 
the French nation. As a return for this conceffion, 
Francis bound himfelf and his fucceflors to pay for ever 
fifty thoufand crowns a year to Henry and his fucceffors ; 
and that greater folemnity might be given to this treaty, 
it was agreed, that the parliaments and great nobility of 
both kingdoms fhould give their affent toit. The mare- 
{chal Montmorency, accompanied by many perfons of 
diftinétion, and attended by a pompous equipage, was 
fent over to ratify the treaty ; and was received at London 
with all the parade, which fuited the folemnity of the oc- 
cafion. ‘The terror of the emperor’s greatnefs had extin- 
guifhed the ancient animofity between the nations ; and 
Spain, during more than a century, became, though 4 
more diftant power, the chief object of jealoufy to the 
Englith. 

Tus cordial union between France and England, 
though it added influence to the joint embafly, which 
they fent to the emperor, was not able to bend that mo- 
narch to fubmit entirely to the conditions infifted on by 
the allies. He departed’ indeed from his demand of Bur- 
gundy as the ranfom of the French princes; but he re- 
quired, previoufly to their liberty, that Francis fhould 
evacuate Genoa, and all the fortrefles held by him in 
Ttaly : And he declared his intention of bringing Sforza 
ipa trial, and confifcating the dutchy of Milan, on ac- 


* Burnet, book 3. coll, 12, 13.6 


count 


wee NR OY © VRE 


13 


_ 


count of his pretended treafon. The Englifh and French © be 
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heralds, therefore, according to agreement, declared war _._-_» 


againft him, and fet him at defiance. Charles anfwered 
the Englith herald with moderation; but to the French, 
he reproached his. mafter with breach of faith, reminded 
him of the private converfation which had pafied be- 
tween them at Madrid before their feparation, and of- 
fered to prove by fingle combat, that he had acted dif- 
honourably. Francis retaliated this challenge by giv- 
ing Charles the lie; and, after demanding fecurity of the 
field, he offered to maintain his caufe by fingle combat, 
Many meflages pafled to and fro between them; but 
though both princes were undoubtedly brave, the intend- 
ed duel never took place. The French and Spaniards, 
during that age, zealoufly difputed which of the mo- 
narchs incurred the blame of this failure; but all men of 
moderation every where lamented the power of fortune, 
that the prince the more candid, generous, and fincere, 
fhould, by unhappy incidents, haye been reduced to fo 
‘cruel a fituation, that nothing but his violation of treaty 
could preferve his people, and that he muft ever after, 
without being able to make a proper reply, bear to be 
reproached with breach of promife by a rival, inferior to 
him both in honour and virtue. 

- Bur though this famous challenge between Charles 
and Francis had no immediate confequence with regard 
to thefe monarchs themfelves, it produced a confiderable 
alteration on the manners of the age. The practice of 
challenges and duels, which had been part of the ancient 
barbarous jurifprudence, which was ftill preferved on very 
folemn occafions, and which was fometimes countenanced 
by the civil magiftrate, began thenceforth to prevail in 
the moft trivial incidents; and men, on any affront or 
injury, thought themfelves entitled, or even required in 
honour, to take revenge on their enemies, by openly 


vindicating 
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vindicating their right in fingle. combat. Thefe abfurd, 
XXIX. ; ° 
i. —/ though generous maxims, fhed much of the beft blood in 
1527- Chriftendom during more than two centuries; and not- 
withftanding the feverity of law and authority of reafon, 
fuch is the prevailing force of cuftom, they are far from 
being as yet entirely exploded. 
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Scruples concerning the king’s marriage——T ke king 
enters into thefe fcruples—— Anne Boleyn 
Henry applies to the pope for a divorce——The 
pope favourable——The emperor threatens him 
——The pope’s ambiguous condul———The caufe 
evoked to Rome——Wolfey’s fall——Commence- 
ment of the reformation in England—— Foreign 
affairs-——W olfey’s death —— A parliament—— 
Progrefs of the reformation——A parliament—— 
King’s final breach with Rome 


A parliament. 


OTWITHsTANDING the fubmiffive deference, paidc HA P. 
to papal authority before the reformation, the, ***: 
marriage of Henry with Catherine of Arragon, his bro- 1527. 
ther’s widow, had not pafled, without much {cruple and ib ta 
difficulty. The prejudices of the people were in general eae 
bent againft a conjugal union between fuch near rela- 
tins; and the late king, though he had betrothed his 
fon, when that prince was but twelve years of age, gave 
evident proofs of his intention to take afterwards a proper 
opportunity of annulling the contraét'. He ordered the 
young prince, as foon as he came of age, to enter a pro- 
teftation againft the marriage"; and on his death-bed he 
charged him, as his laft injunétion, not to finifh an alli- 
ance, fo unufual, and expofed to fuch infuperable objec- 
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ees A P.tions. After the king’s acceflion, fome members of the 
ww privy council, particularly Warham, the primate, openly 
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The king 
enters into 
thefe {cru- 
ples, 


declared againft the refolution, of completing the mar- 
riage; and though Henry’s youth and diffipation kept 
him, during fome time, from entertaining any fcruples 
with regard to the meafure which he had embraced, there 
happened incidents, fufficient to roufe his attention, and 
to inform him of the featiments, generally entertained on 
that fubjeét. ‘The ftates of Caftile had oppofed the em- 
peror Charles’s efpoufals with Mary, Henry’s daughter ; 
and among other objections, had infifted on the illegiti- 
mate birth of the young princes”. And when the ne- 
gociations were afterwards opened with France, and 
mention was made of betrothing her to Francis or the 
duke of Orleans, the bifhop of "Partie, the French am- 
baflador, revived the fame objection*. But though thefe 
events naturally raifed fome doubts in Henry’s mind, 
there concurred other caufes, which tended much to en- 
creafe his remorfe, ant render his confcience more fcru- 
pulous, 

THE queen was older than the king by no lefs than 
fix years: and the decay of her beauty, together with 
particular infirmities and difeafes, had contributed, not- 
withftanding her blamelefs character and deportment, to 
render her perfon unacceptable to him. ' Though fhe had 
borne him feveral children, they all died in early infancy, 


except one daughter; and. he was the more ftruck with 


this misfortune, becaufe the curfe of being childlefs is the 
very threatening, contained in the Mofaical law, againft 
thofe who efpoufe their brother’s widow. The fucceffion 
too of the crown was a confideration, that occurred to every 
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one, whenever the lawfulnefs of Henry’s marriage was call-C HA P. 
ed in queftion ; and it was apprehended, that if doubts es 
Mary’s legitimacy concurred with the weaknefs of her 1527. 
fex, the king of Scots, the next heir, would advance 

his pretenfions, and might throw the kingdom into 
confufion. The evils, as yet recent, of civil wars and 
convulfions, arifing from a difputed title, made great im- 

preflion on the minds of men, and rendered the people 
univerfally defirous of any event, which might obviate fo 
irreparable a calamity. And the king was thus impel- 

led, both by his private paflions, and by motives of 

public intereft, to feek the diflolution of his inauf- 
picious, and, as it was efteemed, unlawful marriage 

with Catherine. 


Henry afterwards affirmed, that his fcruples arofe en- 
tirely from private reflection; and that on confulting his 
confeflor, the bifhop of Lincoln, he found the prelate 
pofleffed with the fame doubts and difficulties, “The king 
himfelf, being fo great a cafuift and divine, next pro- 
ceeded to examine the queftion more carefully by his own 
learning and ftudy; and having had recourfe to Thomas 
of Aquine, he obfervyed that this celebrated doctor, whofe 
authority was great in the church and abfolute with him, 
had treated of that very cafe, and had exprefsly declared 
againft the lawfulnefs of fuch marriages’. “The prohibi- 
tions, faid Thomas, contained in Leviticus, and among 
the reft, that of marrying a brother’s widow, are moral, 
eternal, and founded on a divine fanétion ; and though 


the pope may difpenfe with the rules of the church, the 
laws of God cannot be fet afide by any authority lefs than 
that which enaéted them. ‘The archbifhop of Canter- 
bury was then applied to; and he was required to confult 
his brethren; All the prelates of England, except Fither, 
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oan P. bifhop of Rochefter, unanimoufly declared, under their 

Go hand and feal, that they deemed the king’s marriage un- 

1$°7* Jawful. Wolfey alfo fortified the king’s fcruples*; 

partly with a view of promoting a total breach with the 

emperor, Catherinc’s nephew; partly défirous of con- 

necting thé king more clofely with Francis, by marrying 

him to the dutchefs of Alencon, fifter to that monarch; 

and perhaps too fomewhat difgufted with the queen her- 

felf, who had reproved him for certain freedoms, unbe- 

fitting his charaéter and ftation®. But Henry was carried 

forward, though perhaps notat firft excited, by a motive 

more forcible than even the fuggeftions of that powerful 
favourite, 


ANNE Boleyn, who lately appeared at court, had been 
appointed maid of honour to the queen; and having had 
frequent opportunities of being feen by Henry, and of 
converfing with him, fhe had acquired an entiré afcendant 
over his affections. This young lady, whofe grandeur and 
misfortunes have rendered her fo celebrated, was daughter 
of Sir Thomas Boleyn, who had been employed by the 
king in feveral embaffies, and who was allied to all the 
principal nobility in the kingdom. His wife, mother 
to Anne, was daughter of the dukeof Norfolk; hisown 
mother was daughter of the earl of Ormond; his grand- 
father Sir Geoffry Boleyn, who had been mayor of Lon- 
don, had efpeufed one of the daughters and co-heirs of 
lord Haftings*. Anne herfelf, though then in very early 
youth, had been carried over to Paris by the king’s fifter, 
when the princefs efpoufed Lewis XII. of France; and 
upon the demife of that monarch, and the return of his dow- 
ager into England, this damfel, whofe accomplifhments 
even inher tender years were always much admired, was re- 


2 Burnet, vol. i. p. 38. Stowe, p, 548, 2 Le Grand, vol. ili. 
p- 46. 166, 168, Saunders. Heylin, p. 4 b Burnet, vol. i. p, 38. 


Strype, vol. i, p. 88, © Camden’s preface to the life of Elizabeth, 
Burnety vol. i. p. 44, 


tained 


4 


HENRY VIL. "9 


tained in the fervice of Claude, queen of France, fpoufec F H AP, 
to Francis; and after the death of that princefs, a , 
pafled into the family of the dutchefs of Alencon, a wo~ 1527. 
man of fingular merit. “The exaét time, when fhe re« 
turned to England, is not certainly known; but it was 

after the king had entertained doubts with regard to the 
lawfulnefs of his marriage with Catherine; if the account 

is to be credited, which he himfelf afterwards gave of that 
tranfaction. Henry’s fcruples had made him break off all 
conjugal commerce with the queen; but as he ftill fup- 
ported an intercourfe of civility and friendfhip with her, 

he had occafion, in the frequent vifits which he paid 

her, to obferve the beauty, the youth, the charms of 
Anne Boleyn. Finding the accomplifhments of her mind 
nowife inferior to her exterior graces, he even entertained 

the defign of raifing her to the throne; and was the more 
confirmed in this refolution, when he found that her 
virtue and modefty prevented. all hopes of gratifying’ his 
paffion in any other manner. As every motive, therefore, 

of inclination and policy, feemed thus toconcur in. making 

the king defirous of a divorce from Catherine, and as his 
profpect of fuccefs was inviting, he refolved to make ap- 
plications to Clement, and he fent Knight, his fecretary, 

to Rome for that purpofe. 


TuatT he might not fhock the haughty claims of the Henry ap- 
pontiff, he refolved not to found the application on any ae oe 
general doubts concerning the papal power to permit mar- divorce, 
riage in the nearer degrees of confanguinity; but only 
to infift on particular grounds of nullity in the bull, which 
Julius had granted for the marriage of Henry and Cathe- 
rine. It was a‘maxim in the court of Rome, that, if the 
pope be furprifed into any conceffion, or grant any indul- 
gence upon falfe fuggeftions, the bull may afterwards be 
annulled; and this pretence had ufually been employed, 
wherever one pope had recalled any deed, executed by 

any 
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© ae P.any of his predeceflors. But Julius’s bull; when ex- 
—— amined, afforded abundant matter of this kind; and any 


3527. 


The pope 
favourable. 


tribunal, favourable to Henry; needed not want a fpe- 
cious colour for gratifying him in his applications for a 
divorce. It was faid in the preamble, that the bull had 
been gtanted upon his folicitation; though it was knowns 
that, at that time, he was under twelve years of age: It 
was alfo affirmed, as another motive for the bull, that 
the marriage was requifite, in order to preferve peace bes 
tween the two crowns ; though it is certain, that there 
was not then any ground or appearance of quarrel between » 
them. ‘Thefe falfe premifes in Julius’s bull feemed to 
afford Clement a fufficient reafon or pretence for annul- 
ling it, and granting Henry a difpenfation for a fecond 
marriage ¢, 

Burr though the pretext fof this indulgente had beer 
lefs plaufible, the pope was in fuch a fituation, that he 
had the ftrongeft motives to embrace every opportunity of 
gratifying the Enzlifh monarch. He was then a prifoner 
in the hands of the emperor, and had no hopes of reco- 
vering his liberty on any reafonable terms, except by the 
efforts of the league, which Henry had formed with 
Francis and the Italian powers, in order to oppofe the 
ambition of Charles. When the Englifh Secretary, 
therefore, folicited him in private, he received a very 
favourable anfwer; and a difpenfation’ was forthwith 
promifed to be granted to his mafter®. Soon after, 
the march of a French army into Italy, under the comi< 
mand of Lautrec, obliged the Imperialifts to reftore Cle- 
ment to his liberty; and he retired to Orvietto; where 
the Secretary, with Sir Gregory Caffali, the king’s re- 
fident at Rome, renewed their applications to him. 
They ftill found him full of high profeffions of friendthip, 
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gratitude, and attachment totheking; but not fo prompt© a Pe 
in granting his requeft as they expected. “The emperor, Reng 
who had got intelligence of Henry’s application to Rome, 1527. 
had exacted a promife from the pope, to take no fteps in 

the affair before he communicated them to the Imperial 
minifters; and Clement, embarrafled by this promife, 

and {till more overawed by the emperor’s forces in Italy, 
feemed willing to poftpone thofe conceffions defired of 

him by Henry. Importuned, however, by the Englifh 
minifters, he at laft put into their hands a commuiffion to 
Wolfey, as legate, in conjunction with the archbifhop 

of Canterbury, or any other Englifh prelate, to examine 

the validity of the king’s marriage, and of Julius’s dif- 
penfation f: He alfo granted them a provifional di/penfa- 

tion for the king’s marriage with any other perfon; and 
promifed to iflue a decretal bull, annulling the marriage 

with Catherine. But he reprefented to them the danger- 

ous confequences, which muftenfue to him, if thefe con- 
ceffions fhould come to the emperor’s knowledge; and he 
conjured them not to publifh thofe papers, or make any 
further ufe of them, till his affairs were in fuch a fituation 

as to fecure his liberty and independance. And his fecret 


advice was, whenever they fhould find the proper time 
for opening the fcene, that they fhould prevent all oppo- 
fition, by proceeding immediately toa conclufion, by de- 
claring the marriage with Catherine invalid, and by Henry’s 
inftantly efpoufing fome other perfon. Nor would it be 
fo difficult, he faid, for himfelf to confirm thefe proteed- 
ings, after they were pafled, as previoufly to render them 
valid, by his confent and authority ®. 


WHEN Henry received the commiffion and difpenfa- — 3528. 
tion from his ambafladors, and was informed of the pope’s 
advice, he laid the whole before his minifters; and afked 
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CH AP. their opinion in fo delicate a fituatior. The Englifh 
XXX : ; ; 

——~ counfellors confidered the danger of proceeding in the 

1528. manner pointed out to them, Should :he pope refufe to 

ratify a deed, which he might juftly call precipitate and 

irregular, and fhould he difavow the idvice which he 

gave in fo clandeftine a manner, the king would find his 


fecond marriage totally invalidated’; the children, which 
it might bring him, declared illegitimate; and his miar- 


riage with Catherine more firmly rivetted than ever", 


And Henry’s apprehenfions of the'poffiblity, or even pros 


babiity, of fuch an event, were much confirmed when 


ty, 
he reflected on the character and fituation of the fovereign 


pontiff. 

CLEMENT was a prince of excellentjudgment, when- 
ever his timidity, to which he was extremely fubjeét, 
allowed him to make full ufe of thof talents and that 


penetration with which he was endowdi. The capti- 
vity, and other misfortunes, which he had undergone, 
by entering into a league againft Charles, had fo affected 
his imagination, that he never afterwarcs exerted himfelf 
with vigour in any public meafure; efpecially if the in- 


tereft or inclinations of that potentate food in oppofition 


to him. The Imperial forces were, at that time, power-’ 


ful in Italy, and might return to the attack of Rome, 
which was dtill defencelefs, and expofedto the fame cala- 


mities with which it had already been overwhelmed. 
And befides thefe dangers, Clement faacied himfelf ex- 


pofed to perils, which threatened, ftill more immediately, 


his perfon and his dignity. 
ice CHARLES, apprized of the timid cifpofition of the 
ror threat- holy father, threw out perpetual menaces of {ummoning 
itepapees general council; which he reprefented as neceflary to 
reform the church, and correct thofe enormous abufes, 
which the ambition and avarice of the court of Rome had 


h Burnet, vol, i. p. 51- i Father Paul, lik , Guicciardini. 
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introduced into every branch of ecclefiaftical admini-© 4 4 P. 
ftration. The power of the fovereign pontiff himfelf, is 
he faid, requirel limitation ; his conduct called aloud for 158 
amendment; aad even his title to the throne, which he 

filled, might jutly be called in queftion, That pope 

had always pafed for the natural fon of Julian of Me- 

dicis, who wis of the fovereign family of Florence ; 

and though Leo X. his kinfman, had declared him legiti- 

mate, upon a pretended promife of marriage between his 

father and mother, few believed that declaration to be 
founded on any juit reafon or authority *. The canon 

law, indeed, nd been entirely filent with regard to the 
promotion of >aftards to the papal throne; but, what 

was ftill dangeious, the people had entertained a violent 
prepofleffion, that this ftain in the birth of any perfon 

was incompatble with fo holy an office. And in ano- 

ther point, thecanon law was exprefs and pofitive, that 

no man, guilty of fimony, could attain that dignity. A 
fevere bull of Julius II, had added new fanCtions to this 

law, by declarng, that a fimoniacal election could not be 
rendered valid, even by a pofterior confent of the cardi- 

nals. But unortunately Clement had given to cardinal 
Colonna a bilet, containing promifes of advancing that 
‘cardinal, in cae he himfelf fhould attain the papal dignity 

by his concurrnce: And this billet, Colonna, who was 

in €ntire deperdance on the emperor, threatened every 
moment to exjofe to public view '. 

Wui te Chirles terrified the pope with thefe menaces, 
he alfo allurel him by hopes, which were no lefs preva-~ 
Jent over his afections. At the time when the empero:’s 

forces facked home, and reduced Clement- to captivity, 

the Florentine, paffionate for their ancient liberty, bag 

taken advantare of his diftrefles, and revolting againft 

the family of Medicis, had entirely abolifhed their autho- 
k Father Pau, lib, z, 1 Jbid. 
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rity in Florence, and re-eftablifhed the democracy. The 
better to protect themfelves in their freedom, they had 
entered into the alliance with France, England, and Ve- 
nice, againft the emperor ; and Clement found, that, by 
this intereft, the hands of his confederates were tied from 


affifting him in the reftoration of his family ; the event, 
which, of ali others, he moft paffionately defired. The 
emperor alone, he knew, was able to effect this purpofe ; 
and therefore, whatever profeffions he made of fidelity to 


his allies, he was always, on the leaft glimpfe of hope, 
ready to embrace every propofal of a cordial reconcilia- 
tion with that monarch ™, 

Tuese views and interefts of the pope were well 
known in England; and as the oppofition of the emperor 
to Henry’s divorce was forefeen, both on account of the 
honour and interefts of Catherine his aunt, and the ob- 
vious motive of diftrefling an enemy, it was cfteemed dan- 
gerous to take any meafure of confequence, in expecta- 
tion of the fubfequent concurrence of a man of Clement’s 
character, whofe behaviour always contained fo much 
duplicity, and who was at prefent fo little at his own dif- 
pofal. The fafeft meafure feemed to confift in previoufly 
engaging him fo far, that he could not afterwards recede, 
and in making ufe of his prefent ambiguity and uncer- 
tainty, to extort the moft important conceffions from 
him. For this purpofe, Stephen Gardiner, the cardinal’s 
fecretary, and Edward Fox, the king’s almoner, were 
difpatched to Rome, and were ordered to folicit a com- 
miffion from the pope, of fuch a nature as would oblige 
him to confirm the fentence of the commiffioners, what- 
ever it fhould be, and difable him, on any account, to 


recal the commiflion, or evoke the caufe to Rome ®, 
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Bur the fame reafons, which made the king fo defirous 
of obtaining this conceffion, confirmed the pope in the 
refolution of refufing it: He was ftill determined to keep 
the door open for an agreement with the emperor, and 
he made no fcruple of facrificing all other confiderations 
to a point, which he deemed the moft eflential and im- 
portant to his own fecurity, and to the greatnefs of his 
family. He cranted, therefore, a new commiffion, in 
which cardinal Campeggio was joined to Wolfey, for the 
trial of the king’s marriage; but he could not be pre- 
vailed on to infert the claufe defired of him. And though 
he put into Gardiner’s hand a letter, promifing not to 
recal the prefent commiffion ; this promife was found, 
on examination, to be couched in fuch ambiguous terms, 
as left him ftill the power, whenever he pleafed, of de- 
parting from it °. 

CampeEGGro lay under fome obligations to the king ; 
but his dependance on the pope was fo much greater, that 
he conformed himfelf entirely to the views of the latter ; 
and though he received: his commiffion in April, he de- 
layed his departure under fo many pretences, that it was 
Oétober before he arrived in England. The firft ftep, 
which he took, was to exhort the king to defift from the 
profecution of his divorce; and finding that this counfel 
gave offence, he faid, that his intention was alfo to ex- 
hort the queen to take the vows in a convent, and that 
he thought it his duty, previoufly to attempt an amicable 
compofure of all differences?, “The more to pacify the 
king, he fhewed to him, as alfo to the cardinal, the de- 
cretal bull, annulling the former marriage with Catherine; 
but no entreaties could prevail on him to make any 
other of the king’s council privy to the fecret 4. In order 
to atone, in fome degree, for this obftinacy, he exprefled 
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Cc e A P. to the kirg and the cardinal, the pope’s great defire of 


i fatisfying them in every reafonable demand , and in par- 


3528. 


ticular, 1e fhowed, that their requeft for fupprefiing 
fome more monafteries, and converting them into cathe- 
drals andepifcopal fees, had obtained the confent of his 
holinefs '. 

Tuest ambiguous circumftances, in the behaviour of 
the pope and the legate, kept the court of England in 
fufpenfe, and determined the king to wait with patience 
the iffueof fuch uncertain councils. Fortune meanwhile 
feemed t> promife him a more fure and expeditious way 
of extriating himfelf from his prefent difficulties. Cle- 
ment wa feized with a dangerous illnefs; and the in- 
trigues, for electing his fucceflor, began already to take 
place anong the cardinals. _Wolfey, in particular, fup- 
ported by the intereft of England and of France, enter- 
tained hopes of mounting the throne of St. Peter * ; and 
it appears, that if a vacancy had then happened, there 
was a probability of his reaching that fummit of his 
ambition. But the pope recovered, though after feve- 
ral relapfes; and he returned to the fame train of falfe 
and dectitful politics, by which he had hitherto amufed 
the.couwt of England. He ftill flattered Henry With 
profeflims of the moft cordial attachment, and promifed 
him a fidden and favourable iffue to his procefs: He ftill 


‘ continu:d his fecret negociations with Charles, and per- 


fevered in the refolution of facrificing all his promifes, 
and all the interefts of the Romith religion, to the ele- 
vation of his family. Campeggio, who was perfectly 
acquainted with his views and intentions, protracted the 
decifion by the moft artful delays; and gave Clement 


full leifire to adjuft all the terms of his treaty with the 
emperoL rea . 
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Te emperor, acquainted with the king’s extreme © oe P. 
earneftnefs in this affair, was determined, that le fhould cmanier 
obtain fuccefs by no other means than by an applration to +579 
him, and by deferting his alliance with Francs, which 
had hitherto fupported, againf{t the fuperior force of Spain, 
the toitering ftate of the French monarchy. He wil- 
lingly hearkened, therefore, to the applications ¢ Cathe- 
rine, his aunt; and promifing her his utmoft pntection, 
exhorted her never to yield to the malice and perecutions 


of her enemies. “The queen herfelf was natually of a 
firm and refolute temper ; and was engaged by wery mo- 
tive to perfevere in protefting againft the iniftice to 
which fhe thought herfelf expofed. The imputation of 
inceft, which was thrown upon her marriage wih Henry, 
ftruck her with the higheft indignation: Te illegiti- 
macy of her daughter, which feemed a neceflay confe- 
quence, gave her the moft juft concern: The rlu@ance 
of yielding toa rival, which, fhe believed, had fipplanted 
her in the king’s affections, was a very naturd motive. 
Actuated by all thefe confiderations, fhe never zeafed fo- 
liciting her nephew’s affiftance, and earneftly treating 
an evocation of the caufe to Rome, where jone, fhe 
thought, fhe could expect juftice. And the enperor, in 
all his negociations with the pope, made the real of the 
commiffion, which Campeggio and Wolfey exrcifed in 
England, a fundamental article *. 

THE two legates, meanwhile, opened thei) court at 31% May. 
London, and cited the king and queen to appar before T+! of the 
= r . . king's mar- 
it, They both prefented themfelves; and th: king an- riage. 
fwered to his name, when called: But the quen, inftead 
of anfwering to hers, rofe from her feat, anc throwing 
herfelf at the king’s feet, made a very patheticharangue, 
which her virtue, her dignity, and her misfortunes ren- 
dered the more affecting. She told him, thatfbe was a 
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c wie P. ftranger in his dominions, without protection, without 
eo. Council, without affiftance ; expofed to all the injuftice, 
1529- which her enemies were pleafed to impofe upon her: 
That fhe had quitted her native country without other 
refource, than her connexions with him and his family, 
and had expected, that, inftead of fuffering thence any 
violence or iniquity, fhe was affured in them of a fafeq- 
guard againft every misfortune: That fhe had been his 
wife during twenty years, and would here appeal to him- 
felf, whether her affetionate fubmiffion to his will had 
not merited better treatment, than to be thus, after fo 
long a time, thrown from him with fo much indignity : 
That fhe was confcious—he himfelf was affured—that 
her virgin honour was yet unftained, when he received 
her into his bed, and that her connexions with his bro- 
ther had been carried no farther than the ceremony of 
marriage : That their parents, the kings of England and 
Spain, were efteemed the wifeft princes of their time, and 
had undoubtedly acted by the beft advice, when they 
formed the agreement for that marriage, which was now 
reprefented as fo criminal and unnatural: And that the 
acquiefced in their judgment, and would not fubmit her 
caufe to be tried by a court, whofe dependance on her 
enemies was too vifible, ever to allow her any hopes of 
obtaining from them an equitable or impartial decifion % 
Flaving fpoken thefe words, the rofe, and making the king 
a low reverence, fhe departed from the court, and never 

would again appear in it. 

AFTER her departure, the king did her the juttice to 
acknowledge, that fhe had ever been a dutiful and affec- 
tionate wife, and that the whole tenor of her behaviour 
had been ‘conformable to the ftridteft rules ot probity and 
honour. He only infifted on his own fcruples, with re- 
gard to the lawfulnefs of their marriage ; and he explained 
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the origin, the progrefs, and the foundation of thofe C 


L 


doubts, by which he had been fo long and fo violently , 


agitated. He acquitted cardinal Wolfey from having any 
hand in encouraging his fcruples ; and he craved a fen- 
tence of the court, agreeable to the juftice of his caufe. 

Tue legates, after citing the queen anew, declared 
her contumacious, notwithf{tanding her appeal ‘to Rome ; 
and then proceeded to the examination of the caufe. 
The firft point which came before them, was, the 
proof of prince Arthur’s confummation of his marriage 
with Catherine; and it muft be confeffed; that no 
ftronger arguments could reafonably be expected of fuch 
a fact after fo Jong an interval. The age of the prince, 
who had pafled his fifteenth year, the good ftate of 
his health, the long time that he had cohabited with 
his confort, many of his expreffions to that very purpofe ; 
all thefe circumftances form a violent prefumption in fa- 
vour of the king’s aflertion”, Henry himfelf, after his 
brother’s death, was not allowed for fome time to bear 
the title of prince of Wales, in expectation of her preg- 
nancy: The Spanifh ambaflador, in order the better to 
enfure pofleffion of her jointure, had fent over to Spain, 
proofs of the confummation of her marriage * : Julius’s 
bull itfelf was founded on the fuppofition, that Arthur had 
perhaps had knowledge of the princefs : In the very treaty, 
fixing Henry’s marriage, the confummation of the former 
marriage with prince Arthur, is acknowledged on both 
fidesY¥. ‘Thefe particulars were all laid before the court ; 
accompanied with many reafonings concerning the extent 
of the pope’s authority, and againft his power of granting 
a difpenfation to marry within the prohibited degrees, 
Campeggio heard thefe doctrines with great impatience ; 
and notwithftanding his refolution to protract the caufe, 

w Herbert, x Burnet, vol. ii, p. 35. 


y Rymer, vol, xiii. p. 81, 


he 


HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 


CH AP. he was often tempted to. interrupt and filence the king’s 
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ee y council, when, they infifted on fuch difagreeable topics, 


3929- 


“The caufe 
evoked to 
Rome, 


The trial was {pun out till the 23d of July; and Cam- 
peggio chiefly took on him the part of conducting it, 
Wolfey, though the elder cardinal, permitted him to aé& 
as prefident of the court; becaufe it was thought, that 
a trial, managed by an Italian cardinal, would carry the 
appearance of greater candour and impartiality, than if 
the king’s own minifter and favourite had, prefided in it. 

he bufinefs now feemed to be drawing near to a period; 
and the king was every day in expectation of a fen- 
tence in his favour; when, to his great furprize, Cam- 
peggio, on a fudden, without any. warning, and upon 
very frivolous pretences 7, prorogued the court, till the 
firft of O&ober. The evocation, which came a few days 
after from Rome, put an cnd-to all the hopes of fuc- 
cefs, which the king had fo long and fo anxioufly 
cherifhed *. 

DuRinG the time, that the trial was carried on before 
the legates at London, the emperor had by his minifters 
earneftly folicited Clement to evoke the caufe; and had 
employed every topic of hope or terror, which could 
operate either on the ambition or timidity of the pontiff. 
The Englifh ambafladors, on the other hand, in con- 
junction with the French, had been no Jefs earneft in 
their applications, that the legates fhould be allowed to 
finifh the trial ; but, though they employed the fame en- 
gines of promifes and menaces, the motives, which they 
could fet before the pope, were not fo urgent or imme- 
diate as thofe which were held up to him by the emperor °. 
The dread of lofing England, and of fotifying the Lu- 
therans by fo confiderable an acceffion, made fmall im- 
preffion on Clement’s mind, in comparifon of the an- 
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foon, therefore, as he had adjufted all terms with the em- 
peror, he laid hold of the pretence of juftice, which re- 
quired him, as he afferted, to pay regard to the queéen’s 
appeal; and fufpending the commiffion of the legates; he 
adjourned the caufe to his own perfonal judgment at 
Rome. Campeggio had beforehand ‘received private or- 
ders, delivered by Campana, to burn the decretal bull, 
with which he was entrufted. 

Wotsry had long forefeen this meafure as the fure 
forerunner of his ruin. Though he had at firft” de- 
fired, that the king fhould rather marry a French ptin- 
cefs than Anne Boleyn, he had employed himfelf with 
the utmoft affiduity and earneftnefs to bring the affair to 
a’happy iflue*: He was not therefore to be blamed for 
the unprofperous event, which Clement’s partiality had 
produced. But he had fufficient experience of the ex- 
treme ardour and impatience of Henry’s temper, who 
could bear no contradiction, and was wont, without 
examination or diftinGtion, to make his minifters anfwer- 
able for the fuccefs of thofe tranfactions with which they 
were entrufted. Anne Boleyn alfo, who was prepoflefled 
againft him, had imputed to him the failure of her hopes; 
and as fhe was newly returned to court, whence fhe had 
been removed, from a regard to decency, during the trial 
‘before the legates, fhe had ‘naturally acquired an additional 
influence on Henry, and fhe ferved much to fortify 
his prejudices againft the cardinal’, Even the queen and 
her partjzans, judging of Wolfey by ‘the part which he 
had openly adted, Had ‘expreffed great animofity againft 
him; and the moft oppofite factions feemed now to com- 
bine in the ruin of this haughty minitter. The high opi- 
nion itfelf, which Henry had entertained of the cardinal’s 
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x ‘capacity, tended to heften his downfal; while he imputed 


WW the bad fuccefs of that minifter’s undertakings, not to ill 
1529- fortune or to miftake, but to the malignity or infidelity 
of his intentions. The blow, however, fell not inftantly 

on his head. The king, who probably could not juttify 

by any good reafon his alienation from his ancient fa- 


vourite, feems to have remained fome time in fufpence; 
and he received him, if not with all his former kindnefs, 


at leaft with the appearance of truft and regard, 


Wolley’s Bur conftant experience evinces how rarely a high 
confidence and affection receives the leaft diminution, 


without finking into abfolute indifference, or even running 


into the oppofite extreme. ‘The king now determined to 
bring on the ruin of the cardinal with a motion almoft as 
precipitate as he had formerly employed in his elevation. 

18th O&. The dukes of Norfolk and Suffolk were fent to. require 
the great feal from him; and on his f{crupling to deliver 
it®, without a more exprefs warrant, Henry wrote hima 
letter, upon which it was furrendered, and it wasdelivered 
by the king to Sir Thomas More, aman, who, befides the 
ornaments of an elegant literature, pofleffed the higheft 
virtue, integrity, and capacity. 

Wotsty was ordered to depart from York-Place, a 
palace which he had built in London, and which, though 
it really belonged to the fee of York, was feized by Hen- 
ry, and became afterwards the refidence of the kings of 
England, by the title of Whitehall. All his furniture 
and plate were alfo feized: Their riches and fplendor 
befitted rather a royal than a private fortune. The walls 
of his palace were covered with cloth of gold or cloth 
of filver: He had a cupboard of plate of mafly gold: 
There were found a thoufand pieces of fine holland be- 
longing tohim. The reft of his riches and furniture was 
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in proportion; and his opulence was: probably no {mall “ee P, 
inducement to this violent perfecution againft him. WW BSS 
THE cardinal was ordered to retire to Afher, acoun- 1579: 
try feat which he poffefled near Hampton-Court. The 
world, that had paid him fuch abject court during his 
-profperity, now entirely deferted him, on this fatal re- 
verfe of all his fortunes. He himfelf was much dejected 
with the change; and from the fame turn of mind, which 
had made him be fo vainly elated with his grandeur, he 
felt the ftroke of adverfity with double rigour’. The 
fmalleft appearance of his return to favour threw him 
into tranfports of joy, unbecoming a man. The king 
had feemed willing, during fome time, to intermit the 
blows, which overwhelmed him. He granted him his 
protection, and left him in pofleffion of the fees of York 
and Winchefter. He even fent him a gracious meflage, 
accompanied with a ring, as a teftimony of his affection. 
Wolfley, who was on horfeback when the meflenger met 
him, immediately alighted; and throwing himfelf on his 
knees in the mire, received in that humble attitude thefe 
marks of his majefty’s gracious difpofition towards him’. 
Bur his enemies, who dreaded his return to court, 
never ceafed plying the king with accounts of his feveral 
offences; and Anne Boleyn in particular contributed her 
endeavours, in conjunction with her uncle the duke of 
Norfolk, to exclude him from all hopes of ever being 
reinftated in his former authority. He difmiffed therefore 
his numerous retinue: and as he was a kind and benefi- 
cent mafter, the feparation pafled not without a plentiful 
effufion of tears on both fides, The king’s heart, not- 
withftanding fome gleams of kindnefs, feemed now tce 
tally hardened againft his old favourite. He ordered him 
to be indiéted in the Star Chamber, where a fentence was 


f Strype, vol. i. p. 134 11g. App. N® 31, &c. & Stawe, 
P: 547: b Cavendih, Stowe, p. §49: 
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paffed againft him. And_not.content with this feverity§ 


he abandoned him to all the rigour of the parliament, 


1529. 
November. 


which now, after a long interval, was again aflembled. 
The houfe of lords voted a long charge againft Wolfey, 
confifting of forty-four articles; and accompanied it 
with an application to the king for his punifhment, and 
his removal from all authority. Little oppofition was 
made to this charge in the upper houfe: No evidence of 
any part of it was fo much.as called for; and as it 
chiefly confifts of general accufations, it was fcarcely 
fufceptible of ary’. The articles were fent down to the 
houfe of commons; where "Fhomas.Cromwel, formerly 
a fervant of the cardinal’s, and who had been raifed by 
him from a very low ftation, defended his unfortunate 
patron with fuch fpirit, generofity, and courage, as ac- 
quired him great honour, and laid the foundation of 
that favour, which he afterwards enjoyed with the 


king. 


WotsEy’s enemies, finding that either his innocence 
or his caution prevented them from having any jut 
ground of accufing him, had recourfe toa very extraor- 
dinary expedient. An indictment was laid againft him; 
that, contrary toa ftatute of Richard If. commonly called 
the ftatute of provifors, he had procured bulls from Rome, 


, particularly one invefting him with the legantine power, 


which he had exercifed with very extenfive authority. 
He confefled the indictment, pleaded ignorance of the 
ftatute, and threw himfelf on the king’s mercy. He 
was perhaps within reach of the law; but befides that 
this ftatute had fallen into -difufe, n thing could be 
more rigorous and fevere than to impute to him as a 
crime, what he had openly, during the courfe of fo many 
years, practifed with the confent and approbation of the 
king, and the acquiefcence of the parliament and king- 


i See note [G] at the end of the volume. 
dom. 
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dom. ‘Not to ‘mention, what he always aflerted *, and© A AP. 
what we can fcarcely doubt of, ‘that he had obtained the <a 
royal licence in the moft formal ‘manner, which, had he  1529- 
not been apprelienfive of the dangers attending any op- 

pofition to Henry’s lawlefs will, he might have. pleaded 

in his own defence before the judges. Sentence, how- 

ever, was pronounced againft him, ‘* That he was out 

** of the king’s protection ; ‘his lands and goods forfeited ; 

“cand that his perfon might»be committed to cuftedy.” 

But this profecution of Wolfey was carried no farther. 

Henry even granted ‘hima ‘pardon ‘for all offences ; re- 

ftored him part of his plate and furniture ; and ftill con- 

tinued, from tite to time, ‘to: drop expreflionsof favour 

and compaffion towards him. 

THe complaints againft’ the ufarpations of the eccle- Commence. 
fiafties had been very-anciént in England, as.well as in ee 
moft other European ‘kingdoms ;’and’as this topic was in Englana. 
now becotne popular every where, “it had paved the way 
for’ the Lutheran’ ‘tenets,’ and “reconciled the: people, in 
fome'meafure, to the’ frightful idea of herefy and inno- 
vation, ‘[‘he commons, finding’ the*occafion favourable, 
pafled feveral bills, reftraining ‘the impofitions of the 
<lergy ; one ‘for the regulating: of mortuaries ; ‘another 
“againit the exactions for’ the: probates. of :wills!; a third 
againft ‘non-refidence and’pluralities, and againft church- 

“men’s being farmers ofcland. Buti what appeared chiefly 
dangerous*to the ecclefiaftical order, »were. the fevere 
invectives thrown out, \almoft ‘without oppofition, in 
the houfe, againft the diflolute lives of the priefts, their 
ambition, their avarice, and their endlefs encroachments 


on the laity. Lord Herbert™ has evempreferved the fpeech 


k Cavendith, p. 72. 

1 Thefe exaétions were quite arbitrary, and had rifen to a great height. 
A member faid in the‘houfe, that a thoufand merks had been exacted from 
him on that account. Hall, fol. WBS. Steypey vol. i.-p.g3. 
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C HA P.of a gentleman of Gray’s-Inn, which is of a fingular 


KXX. 
ion nature, 


1529- 


and contains fuch topics as we fhould little ex- 
pect to meet with during that period. ‘The member in- 
fits upon the vaft variety of theological opinions, which 
prevailed in different nations and ages ; the end}efs inex- 
tricable controverfies maintained by the feveral fects; the 
impoffibility, that any man, much lefs the people, could 
ever know, much lefs examine, the tenets and principles 
of every fe& ; the neceffity of ignorance and a fufpenfe of 
iudgment with regard to all thofe objects of difpute: 
“And upon the whole, he infers, that the only religion 
obligatory on mankind is the belief of one fapeeliie 
Being, the author of nature; and the neceflity of good 
morals, in order to obtain his favour and_ protection, 
Such fentiments,would be deemed Jatitudinarian, even in 
our time, and would not be advanced, without fome 
precaution, in a public aflembly. But. though the firft 
broaching of religious controverfy might encourage the 
fceptical turn in a few perfons of a ftudious difpobtiog ; 
the zeal, with which men foon after attached themfelves 
to their feveral parties, ferved effectually to banifh for a 
long time all fuch obnoxious liberties. 

THe bills for regulating the clergy met with fome 
oppofition in the houfe of lords. Bifhop Fifher in parti- 
cular imputed thefe meafures of the commons to their 
want of faith; and to a formed defign, derived from 
heretical and Lutheran principles, of robbing the church 
of her patrimony, and overturning the national religion. 
The duke of Norfolk reproved the prelate in fevere, and 
even fomewhat indecent terms. He told him, that the 
greateft clerks were not always the wifeft men, But 
Fifher replied, that he did not remember any fools in his 
time, who had proved great clerks, ‘The exceptions 
taken at the bifhop of Rochetter’s fpeech ftopped not 
there. The commons, by the mouth of Sir Thomas 
Audley, their fpeaker, made complaints to the king of 
the 
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the refleGions thrown upon them; and the bifhop was CH AS 
obliged to put a more favourable conftruGtion on his 4 
words ™, 1529. 

HENRY was not difpleafed, that the court of Rome 
and the clergy fhould be fenfible, that they were entirely 
dependant on him, and that his parliament, if he were 
willing to fecond their inclinations, was fufficiently dif- 
pofed to reduce the power and privileges of the ecclefi- 
aftics, “The commons gratified the king in another parii- 

Cular of moment: They granted him a difcharge of 
all thofe debts, which he had contracted fince the be- 
g ning of his reign: and they grounded this bill, 
which occafioned many complaints, on a pretence of the 
king’s great care of the nation, ,and of his regularly em- 
ploying all the money, which he had borrowed, in the 
public fervice. Moft of the king’s creditors confifted of 
friends to the cardinal, who had been engaged by their 
patron to contribute to the fupply of Henry’s necellities , 
and the prefent courtiers were well pléafed to take the 
Opportunity of mulcting them °. Several alfo approved 
of an expedient, which, they biog ed, would ever after 
difcredit a method of fupply, fo irregular and fo unparlia» 
mentary. 

Tue domeftic tranfactions of England wete at prefent Foreign af 
fo interefting to the kings that they chiefly engaged i 
attention ; and he regarded foreign affairs only in fubor- 
dination to them. He had declared war againft the 
emperor; but the mutual advantages reaped by the com- 
merce between England and the Netherlands, had engaged 
him to ftipulate a neutrality with thofe provinces; and 
except by money contributed to the Italian wars, he had 
in effect exercifed no hoftility againft any of the impe- 


tial dominions, A general peace was this fummer cfta- 


p Parliamentary Hiftory, vol. iii. ps gg. Burnet, vols ii, p. 8a 
© Burnet, vol, ii, p, $3. 
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¢ HA P. blifhed in Europe. Margaret of Auftria and Louifa of 
XXX, 4 ; — ¥ : 
‘4. Savoy met at Cambray, and fettled the terms of pacifie 


3529 


j 


L 
and th 


cation between king he 

Charles accepted of two millions of crowns in lieu of 

Burgundy ; and he delivered up the two princes of 
VY 


Henry was, 


the French t emperor, 


France, whom he had retained as hoftages. 
on this occafion, fo generous to his friend and _ ally 
Francis, that he fent him an acquittal of near 600,000 
crowns, which that prince owed him. Francis’s Italian 
confederates were not fo well fatished as the king with 
the peace of Cambray: ‘They were almoft wholly aban- 
doned to the will of the emperor; and feemed to have 
no means of fecurity left, but his equity and modera- 
tion. Florence, after a brave refiftance, was fubdued 
by the imperial arms, and finally delivered over to the 
dominion of the family of Medicis. The Venetians 
were better treated: They were only obliged to relinquifh 
fome acquifitions, which they had made on the coatt of 
Naples. Even Francis Sforza obtained the inveftiture 
of Milan, and was pardoned for all paft offences. The 
emperor in perfon pafled into Italy with a magnificent 
train, and received the imperial crown from the hands of 
the pope at Bologna. He was but twenty-nine years of 
age; and having already, by his vigour and capacity, 
fucceeded in every enterprize, and reduced to captivity 
the two greateft potentates in Europe, the one fpiritual. 
the other temporal, he attracted the eyes of all men; 
and many prognoftications were formed of his ‘growing 
empire. 

Bur though Charles feemed to be profperous on every 
fide, and though the conqueft of Mexico and Peru now 
began to prevent that fcarcity of money, under which he 
had hitherto laboured, he found himfelf threatened with 
difficulties in Germany; and his defire of furmounting 
them was the chief caufe of his granting fuch moderate 
conditions to the Italian powers. Sultan Solyman, the 


greateft 
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greateft and moft accomplithed prince that ever fat on the C Pe P. 
Ottoman throne, had almoft entirely fubdued Hungary, BE Sr 
had befieged Vienna, and though repulfed, ftill menaced 1579 
the hereditary dominions of the houfe of Auftria with 
conqueft and fubjeétion. ‘The Lutheran princes of the 
empire, finding that liberty of confcience was denied 
them, had combined in a league for their own defence at 
Smalcalde ; and becaufe they protefted againft the votes 
pafled in the imperial diet, they thenceforth received the 
appellation of proteffants. Charles had undertaken to re- 
duce them to obedience; and on pretence of fecuring 
the purity of religion, he had laid a fcheme for aggran- 
dizing his own family, by extending its dominion over 
all Germany. 

Tue friendfhip of Henry was one material circum- 
ftance yet wanting to Charles, in order to enfure fuccefs 
in his ambitious enterprizes ; and the king was fufficiently 
apprized, that the concurrence of that prince would at 
once remove all the difficulties, which lay in the way of 
his divorce; that point, which had long been the object of 
his moft earneft wifhes. But befides that the interefts of 
his kingdom feemed to require an alliance with France, 
his haughty fpirit could not fubmit to a friendfhip im- 
pofed on him by conftraint; and as he had ever been 
accuftomed to receive courtfhip, deference, and folicita- 
tion from the greateft potentates, he could ill brook that 
dependance, to which this unhappy affair feemed to have 
reduced him. Amidft the anxieties with which he was 
agitated, he was often tempted to break off all connexions 
with the court of Rome; and though he had been educa- 
ted in a fuperftitious reverence to papal authority, it is 
likely, that his perfonal experience of the duplicity and 
felfith politics of Clement, had ferved much to open his 
eyes in that particular. He found his prerogative firmly 


eftablifhed at home: He obferved, that his people were 
H2 in 
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C H_ A Pein gencral much difgufted with clerical .ufurpations, and 
eet aia cay lis) aes 
< ___/ difpofed to reduce the powers and privileges of the eccle- , 


cc 
15:9. fiaftical order: He knew that they had cordially taken 
part with him in his profecution of the divorce, and 
highly refented the unworthy treatment, which, after fo 
many fervices and fuch devoted attachment, he had re- 
ceived from the court of Rome. Anne Boleyn alfo could 
not fail to ufe all her efforts, and employ every infinua- 
tion, in order to make him proceed to extremities againft 
the pope; both as it was the readieft way to her attaining 
royal dignity, and as her education in the court of the 
duchefs of Alencon, a princefs inclined to the reform 
ots, had already difpofed her to a belief of the new doc- 
trines. But notwithftanding thefe inducements, Henry 
had ftrong motives ftill to defire a good agreement with 
the fovereign pontiff. He apprehended the danger of 
fuch great innovations : He dreaded the reproach of he- 
refy: He abhorred all connexions with the Lutherans, 
the chief opponents of the papal power: And having 
once exerted himfelf with fuch applaufe, as he imagined, 
in defence of the Romifh Communion, he was afhamed 
to retract his former opinions, and betray from paffion 
fuch a palpable inconfiftency. While he was agitated 
by thefe contrary motives, an expedient was propofed, 
which; as it promifed a folution of all difficulties, wags 
embraced by him with the greateft joy and fatisfaction. 
Theuniver. DR. Thomas Cranmer, fellow of Jefus-College in 
eee Cambridge, was a man remarkable in that univerfity for 
the king’s his learning, and ftill more, for the candour and difin- 
marriages tereftednefs of his temper. He fell one evening by. acci- 
dent into company with Gardiner, now fecretary of ftate, 
and Fox, the king’s almoner ; and as the bufinefs of the 
divorce bacame the fubje& of converfation, he obferved, 
that the readieft way, either to quiet Henry’s confcience 
or extort the ‘pope’s confent, would be to confult all 


the 
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the univerfities of Europe with regard to this controverted C 
point: If they agreed to approve of the king’s marriage 


with Catharine, his remorfes would naturally ceafe; if 


they condemned it, the pope would find it difficult to 
refift the folicitations of fo great a monarch, feconded by 
the opinion of all the fathead men in Chriftendom ?. 
When the king was informed of the propofal, he was de- 
lighted with it; and fwore, with more alacrity than de- 
licacy, that Cranmer had got the right fow by the ear: 
He fent for that divine; entered into converfation with 
him; conceived a high opinion of his virtue and under- 
ftanding ; engaged him to write in defence of the divorce; 
and immediately, in profecution of the fcheme propofed, 
employed his agents to collect the judgments of all the 
univerfities in Europe. 

HAp the queftion of Henry’s marriage with Catharine 
been examined by the principles of found philofophy, 
exempt from fuperiftition, it feemed not liable to much 
dificulty, The natural reafon, why marriages in certain 
degrees is prohibited by the civil laws, and condemmed 
by the moral fentiments, of ail nations, is derived from 
men’s care to preferve purity of ‘manners; while they re- 
flect, that, if a commerce of love were authorized between 
near relations, the frequent opportunities of intimate con- 
vetfation, efpecially during early youth, would introduce 
an univerfal diffolutenefs and corruption. But as the 
cuftoms of countries vary confiderably, and open an in- 
tercourfe, more or lefs reftrained, between different fami- 
lies, or between the feveral members of the fame family, 
we find, that the moral precept, varying with its caufe, 
is fufceptible, without any inconvenience, of very differ- 
ent latitude in the feveral ages and nations of the world. 
‘The extreme delicacy of the Greeks permitted no commu- 


nication between perfons of different fexes, except where 


P Fox, p, 1862, 2d edit, Burnet, vol. i. p.. 79. Speed, ps 769, -Hey- 
liny ps 5» 
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C H A P. they lived under the fame roof; and even the apartments 
XXX, } 
‘ sof a ftep-mother, and her daughters, were almoft as 


1529. much fhut up againft vifits from the hufband’s fons, as 
againft thofe from any ftranger or more diftant relation; 


Hence, in that nation, it was lawful for a man to marry, 
not only his niece, but his half-fifter by the father: A 


liberty unknown to the Romans, and other nations, 
where a more open intercourfe was authorized between 
the fexes. Reafoning from this principle, it would ap- 
pear, that the ordinary commerce of life, among great 
princes, is fo obftruéted by ceremony and numerous at- 
tendants, that no ill confequence would refult, among 
them, from marrying a brother’s widow; efpecially if 
the difpenfation of the fupreme prieft be previoufly re- 
quired, in order to juftify what may in common cafes be 
condemned, and to hinder the precedent from becoming 
too common and familiar, And as ftrong motives of 
public intereft and tranquillity may frequently require 
fuch alliances between the foreign families, there is the 
lef®reafon for extending towards them the full rigour of 
the rule, which has place among individuals 9. 

Bur in oppofition to thefe reafons, and many-more€ 
which might be collected, Henry had cuftom and prece- 
dent on his fide, the principle by which men are almoft 
wholly governed in their a@tions and opinions. . The 
marrying of a brother’s widow was fo unufual, that no 
other inftance of it could be found in any hiftory or re 
cord of any Chriftian nation ; and though the.popes were 
accuftomed to difpenfe with more effential precepts of 
morality, and even permitted marriages within other pro- 
hibited degrees, fuch as thofe of uncle and niece, the 
imaginations of men were not yet reconciled to this par- 
ticular exercife of his authority. Several univerfities of 
Europe, therefore, without hefitation, as well as with 
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eut intereft or reward", gave verdi& in the king’s favour ; “ne Ps 
not only thofe of France, Paris, Orleans, Bourges, ¢ iY aa 
loufe, Angiers, which might be fuppofed to lie under the — *53% 
influence of their prince, ally to Henry; but alfo thofe 

of Italy, Venice, Ferrara, Padua; even Bologna itfelf, 
though under the immediate jurifdiction of Clement. 
Oxford alone * and Cambridge t made fome difficulty ; be- 

caufe thefe univerfities, alarmed at the progrefs of Lu- 
theranifm, and dreading a defection from the holy fee, 
{crupled to give their fanction to meafures, whofe confe- 
quences, they feared, would prove fatal to the ancient 
religion, Their opinion, however, conformable. to that 

of the other univerfities of Europe, was at laft obtained ; 

and the king, in order to give more weight to all thefe au- 
thorities, engaged his nobility to write a letter to the popes 
recommending his caufe to the holy father, and threaten- 

ing him with the moit dangerous confequences in cafe of 

a denial of juftice». The convocations too, both of 
Canterbury and York, pronounced the king’s marriage 
invalid, irregular, and contrary to the law of God, wath 

which no human power had authority to difpenfe”. But 
Clement, lying ftill under the influence of the emperor, 
continued to f{ummon the king to appear, either by him- 


felf or proxy, before his tribunal at Rome ; and the king, 


who knew that he could expect no fair trial there, refufed 
to fubmit to fuch a condition, and would not even admit 
of any citation, which he regarded as a high infult, and 


a viclation of his royal prerogative. The father of Anne 
Boleyn, created earl of Wiltthire, carried to the pope. the 
king’s reafons for not appearing by proxy; and, as the 
firft inftance of difrefpeét from England, refufed to kifs 


t Herbert. Burnet. * Wood, hift. and ant. Ox. lib. i. p, 225. 
t Burnet, vol. i, p. 6s u Rymer, vol, xv. 405. Burnet, vol. is 
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- : re 
;’s foot, which he very gracioufly held out tq 


.— -— him for that purpofe *. 


Nov. 28. 


THE extremities, to which Henry was pufhed, both 
apainft the pope and the ecclefiaftical order, were natu-= 
rally difagreeable to cardinal Wolfey ; and as Henry fore. 
faw his oppofition, it is the moft probable reafon that can 
be affigned for his renewing the profecution againft his 
favourite. 


ancient 


After Wolfey had remained fome time 


he was allowed to remove to Richmond, a pa- 


lace which he had received as a prefent from Henry, in 
But the courtiers, dreading 
ftill his vicinity to the king, procured an-order for him to 
of York. ‘The cardinal knew it was 


He took up his refidence at Cawood in 


| 
return for Hampton-Court : 
remove to his fee 
in vain to refit : 
Yorkfhire, where he rendered himfelf extremely popular 
in the neighbourhood, by his affability and hofpitality 7; 
but he was not allowed to remain long unmolefted in this 
retreat. ~The earl of Northumberland received orders, 
without regard to Wolfey’s ecclefiaftical character, to 
arreft him for high treafon, and to conduct him to Lon- 
don, in order to his trial. The cardinal, partly from the 
fatigues of his journey, partly from the agitation of his 
anxious mind, was feized with a diforder which turned 
into a dyfentery ; and he was able, with fome difficulty, 
to reach Leicefter-abbey. When the abbot and the 
monks advanced to receive him with much refpeé& and 
reverence, he told them, that he was come to lay his 
bones among them; and he immediately took to his bed, 
whence he never rofe more. A little before he expired, 
he addrcfled himfeif in the following words to Sir William 
Kingtton, couftable of the Tower, who had him in cuf- 
tody. ‘* I pray you, have me heartil ly recommended 
<* unto his royal majefty, and befeech him on my behalf 


** to call to his remembrance all matters that have pafled 


* Burnet, vol. i. ps 940 y Cavendith, Stowe, p. 554, 
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f° tween us from the beginning, efpecially with re- C H AP. 


S9 
: ey <1). aeabakn 
** gard to his bufinefs with the queen; and then will 


** he know in his confcience whether I have offended 1534. 
$* him. 

‘* He is a prince of a moft royal carriage, and hath a 
princely heart: and rather than he will mifs for want 
any part of his will, he will endanger the one half of 
his kingdom. 

“* I po aflure you, that I have often kneeled before 
him, fometimes three hours together, to perfuade him 
from his will and appetite; but could not prevail: 
had I but ferved God as diligently as I have ferved the 
king, he would not have given me over in my grey 
* hairs. But this is the juft reward that I muft receive 
£* for my indulgent pains and ftudy, not regarding my 
fervice-to God, but only to. my prince. Therefore, let 
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** me advife you, if you be one of the privy-council, as 


“* by your wifdom you are fit, take care what you put 


‘* into the king’s head: For you Can never put it out 
66 again % 2? 

Thus died this famous cardinal, whofe chara@er feems Wolley’s 
to have contained as fingular a variety, as the fortune to‘ 
which he was expofed. The obftinacy and violence of 
the king’s temper may alleviate much of the blame, which 
fome of his favourite’s meafures have undergone; and 
when we confider, that the fubfequent part of Henry’s 
reign was much more criminal than that which had been 
direéted by Wolfey’s counfels, we fhall be inclined to 
fufpect thofe hiftorians of partiality, who have endea- 
voured to load the memory of this minifter with fuch vio- 
Jent reproaches. If, in foreign politics, he fometimes 
employed his influence over the king for- his private pur- 
pofes, rather than his mafter’s fervice, which, he boafted, 


he had folely at heart; we muft remember, that he had 


2 Cavendith, 


156 


CHAZ? 
XXX. 
en Vebemeed 
3530. 


153%. 
16 Janvary. 
A parlia- 
ment. 


HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 


in view the papal throne; a dignity, which, had he at- 
tained it, would have enabled him to make Henry a fuit- 
able return for all his favours. The cardinal of Amboife, 
whofe memory is refpected in France, always made this 
apology for his own condu&, which was, in fome refpect, 
fimilar to Wolfey’s; and we have reafon to think, that 
Henry was well acquainted with the views by which his 
minifter was influenced, and took a pride in promoting 
them. He much regretted his death, when informed of 
it; and always fpoke favourably of his memory: A proof, 
that humour more than reafon, or any difcovery of trea- 
chery, had occafioned the laft perfecutions againft him, 


A NEW feffion of parliament was held, together with 
a convocation ; and the king here gave {trong proofs of 
his extenfive authority, as well as of his intention to turn 
it to the depreffion of the clergy. As an ancient ftatute, 
now almoft obfolete, had been employed to ruin Wolfey, 
and render his exercife of the legantine power criminal, 
notwithftanding the king’s permiffion ; the fame law was 
now turned againft the ecclefiaftics. It was pretended, 
that every one, who had fubmitted to the legantine court, 
that is, the whole church, had violated the ftatute of 
provifors ; and the attorney-general accordingly brought 
an indiftment againft them*. ‘The convocation knew, 
that it would be in vain to oppofe reafon or equity to the 
king’s arbitrary will, or plead that their ruin would have 
been the certain confequence of not fubmitting to Wol- 
fey’s commiffion, which was procured by Henry’s con- 
fent, and fupported by his authority. “They chofe there- 
fore to throw themfelves on the mercy of their fovereign 
and they agreed to pay 118,840 pounds for a pardon >. 
A. confeffion was likewife extorted from them, that the 
king was the proteétor and the fupreme head of the church and 
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clergy of England; though fome of them had the dexterity © a 
to get a claufe inferted, which invalidated the whole fub- aceiecennl 
miffion, and which ran in thefe terms, in fo far as is per= 453% 
mitted-by-the law of Chri/t. 
THE commons, finding that a,pardon was granted the 
clergy, began to be apprehenfive for themfelves, left ei- 
ther they fhould afterwards be brought inte trouble on 
account of their fubmiflion to the legantine court, or a 
fupply, in like manner, be extorted from them, in return 
for their pardon. They therefore petitioned the king, to 
grant a remiffion to his lay fubjeéts; but they met with 
arepulfe. He told them, that if he ever chofe to forgive 
their offence, it would be from his own goodnefs, not 
from their application, left he fhould feem to be compels 
Jed to it. Some time after, when they defpaired of ob- 
taining this conceflion, he was pleafed to iffue a pardon to 
the laity ; and the commons exprefled great gratitude for 
that act of clemency °. 


By this ftrift execution of the ftatute of provifors, a 
great part of the profit, and {till more of the power, of 
the court of Rome was cut off; and the connexions be- 
tween the pope and the Englifh clergy were, in fome 
meafure, diflolved. The next feffion found both king 
and parliament in the fame difpofitions, An act was.rs January, 
pafled againft levying the annates or firft fruits¢; being a 
year’s rent of all the bifhoprics that fell vacant: a tax 
which was impofed by the court of Rome for granting Progrefs of 
bulls to the new prelates, and which was found to amount the reforme 
to confiderable fums. Since the fecond of Henry VII.*"™ 
no lefs than one hundred and fixty thoufand pounds had 
been tranfmitted to Rome, on account of this claim; 
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- ive P. which the parliament, therefore, reduced to five per cent. 
Re cs a ei 
un -- on all the epifcopal benefices. The better to keep the 


1538. 


pope in awe, the king was entrufted with a power of re- 
gulating thefe payments, and of confirming or infringing 
this act at his pleafure: And it was voted, that any-cen- 
fures, which fhould be paffed by the court of Rome, on 
account .of that law, fhould be entirely difregarded, and 
that mafs fhould be side and the facraments adminiftered, 
as if no fuch cenfures -had been iffued. 
Tuts feflion the commons preferred to.the king a Jong 
omplaint againft the abufes and ‘ppm of the eccle- 
Ga ftical courts; and they were proceeding to enact laws 
for remedying them, when a difference arofe, which put 
an end to the feffion, before the parliament had finifhed 
all their bufinefs. It was become a cuftom for. men to 
make fuch fettlements, or trmft deeds, of their Jands by 
will, that. they defrauded,, not only the king; but all 
other lords, of their wards, marriages, and reliefs; and 
by the fame artifice the king was deprived of his premier 
feifin, and the profits of the livery, which were no incon- 
fiderable branches of his revenue. Henry made a bill be 
drawn to moderate, not remedy altogether, this abufe: 
He was contented, that every man fhould have the liberty 
of difpofing in this mannér of the half of bis land; and 
he told the parliament in plain terms, ‘* If they would 
«* not take a reafonable thing, when it was offered, he 
“* would fearch.out the extremity of the law; and then 
“¢ would not offer them fo much again.” | The lords 
came willingly into his terms ; but the commons rejeéted 
the bill: A fingular inftance, where Henry might fee, 
that his power and authority, though extenfive, had yet 
fome boundaries. ‘The commons, however, found rea- 
fon to repent of their victory. ‘The king made good his 
threats : he called together the judges and ableft lawyers, 
who argued the queftion in chancery ; and it was decided, 
that 
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that a man could not by law bequeath any part of hisC H 4 P, 
lands, in prejudice of his heir ¢. 


\caicoa eal 
THE parliament being again affembled. after a fhort oo ee 
Oo < { Pp Iie 


prorogation, the king caufed the two oaths to be read to 
them, that which the bifhops took to the pope, and that 
to the king, on their inftallation ;-and as a contradi@ion 
might be fufpected between them, while the prelates 
feémed to {wear allegiance to two fovereigns ‘; the parli- 
ament fhewed their intention of abolifhing the oath to the 
pope, when their proceedings were fuddenly ftopped by 
the breaking out of the plague at Weftminfter, which 
occafioned a prorogation, — It is remarkable, that one 
‘Temfe ventured this feffion to move, that the houfe fhould 
addrefs the king, to take back the queen, and ftop the 
profecution of his divorce. This motion made the king 
fend for Audley, the fpeaker: and explain to him the 
fcruples, with which his con{cience had long been bur- 
dened ; {cruples, he faid, which had proceeded from no 
wanton appetite, which had arifen after the fervours of 
youth were paft, and which were confirmed by the con~ 
curring fentiments of all the learned focieties in Europes 
Except in Spain and Portugal, he added, it was ne® 
1 


ver heard of, that any man had efpoufed two fifters: b 


rs ; 
he himfelf had the misfortune, he believed, to be the 
firft Chriftian man that had ever married his brother’s 
widow &, 

AFTER the prorogation, Sir Thomas More, the chan- 
cellor, forefeeing that all the meafures of the king and 
parliament led to a breach with the church of Rome, and 
to an alteration of religion, with which his principles 
would not permit him to concur, defired leave to refign 
the great feal; and he defcended from his high ftation 
with more joy and alacrity than he had mounted up to 
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CHAP.it, ‘The aufterity of this man’s virtue, and the fandity 
__ of his manners, had no wife encroached on the gentlenefg 

353% of his temper, or even diminifhed that frolic and gaiety, 
to which he was naturally inclined. He {ported with all 

the varieties of fortune into which he was thrown; and 

neither the pride, naturally attending a high ftation, nor 


the melancholy incident to poverty and retreat, could 
ever lay hold of his ferene and equal fpirit. While hi, 
family difcovered fymptoms:of forrow on laying down the 
grandeur and magnificence, to which they had been ac- 
cuftomed, he drew a fubjeét of mirth from their diftreffes . 
-and made them afhamed of lofing even a moment’s chear- 
fulnefs, on account of fuch trivial misfortunes, The 


king, who had entertained a high opinion of his virtue, 
received his refignation with fome difficulty ; and he de- 
livered the great feal foon after to Sir Thomas Audley. 


Durine thefe tranfactions in England, and thefe in- 
vafions of the papal and ecclefiaftical authority, the court 
of Rome was not without folicitude; and fhe entertained 
juft apprehenfions of lofing entirely her authority in Eng- 
land; the kingdom, which, of all others, had long been 
the moft devoted to the holy fee, and which had yielded it 
the moft ample revenue. While the imperial cardinals 
pufhed Clement to proceed to extremities againft the king, 
his more moderate and impartial counfellors reprefented 
to him the indignity of his proceedings ; that a great mos 
natch, who had fignalized himfelf, both by his pen and 
his fword, in the caufe of the pope, fhould be denied a 
favour, which he demanded on fuch juft grounds, and 
which had fearcely ever before been refufed to any perfon 
of his rank and ftation. Notwithftanding thefe remon- 
ftrances, the queen’s appeal was received at Rome; the 
king was cited to appear; and feveral confiftories were 
held, to examine the validity: of their marriage. Henry 
was determined not to fend any proxy to plead his caufe 

before 
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before this court: He only difpatched Sir Edward Karne C MH AP. 
and Dr. Bonner, in quality of excufators, fo they were a 
called, to carry his apology, for not paying that defe- 1532. 
rence to the papal authority. The prerogatives of his 
crown, he faid, muft be facrificed, if he allowed appeals 

from his own kingdom; and as the queftion regarded 
con{cience, not power or interefl, no proxy could fup- 

ply his place, or convey that fatisfation, which the dic- 

tates of his own mind alone could confer. In order to 
fupport himfelf in this meafure, and add greater fecurity 

to his intended defection from Rome, he procured an in- 
terview with Francis at Boulogne and Calais, where he sth 08. 
renewed his perfonal friendfhip, as well as public alliance, 

with that monarch, and concerted all meafures for their 
mutual defence. Fle even employed arguments, by which, 

he believed, he had perfuaded Francis to imitate his ex- 

ample in withdrawing his obedience from the bifhop of 
Rome, and adminiftering ecclefiaftical affairs without 
having farther recourfe to.that fee. And being now fully 
determined in his own mind, as well as refolute to fland 

all confequences, he privately celebrated his marriage with y4:h Nov, 
Anne Boleyn; whom he had previoufly created marchio- 

nefs of Pembroke. Rouland Lee, foon after raifed to 

the bifhopric cf Coventry, officiated at the marriage. 

The duke of Norfolk, uncle to the new queen, her fa= 

ther, mother, and brother, together with Dr. Cranmer, 

were prefent at the ceremony 4. Anne became pregnant 

foon after her marriage: and this event, both gave great 
fatisfaction to the king, and was regarded by the people as 

a ftrong proof of the queen’s former modefty and virtue. 


THE parliament was again aflembled: and Henry, im y¢,,, 


conjunction with the great council of the mation, pro-4'b Feb. 
A parlia- 


ceeded ftill in thofe gradual and fecure fteps, by which ment, 
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C HA P. they loofened their connexions with the fee of Rome; and 
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roth May, 


reprefled the ufurpations of the Roman pontiff. An act 
was made againft all appeals to Rome in caufes of matri- 
mony, Pate: wills, and ‘other fuits cognizable in ee- 
cleftaftical courts; a ppeals efteemed difhonourable to the 
kingdom, ‘by fubjecting it toa foreign jurifdiction ; and 
found to be very vexatious, by the expence and the de- 
lay of juftice; which nece ffarily attended them !, The 
more to fhow his.difregard to the pope, Henry, finding 
the new queen’s pregnancy to advance, publicly owned 
his marriage ; and in order to remove all doubts with res 
gard to its lawfulnefs, he prepared meafures for declaring, 
by a formal fentence, the invalidity of his marriage with 
Catherine: A fentence. which ought naturally to have 
preceded his efpoufing of Anne *. 

Tue king, evenvamidft his fcruples and remorfes on 
account of his firft marriage, had always treated’ Cathe- 
rine with refpect and diftinction; and he endeavoured, 
by every foft and perfuafive art, to engage her to depart 
from her appéal to Rome, and her oppoiition to: his di- 
vorce. Finding her obftinate in maintaining the juftice 
of her caufe, he had totally forborne all vifits and inter- 
courfe with her; and had defired her to make choice of 
any one of his palaces, in which fhe fhould pleafe to re- 
fide. She had fixed her abode for fome time at Amphill 
near Dunftable ; and it was in this latter town that Cran- 
mer, now created archbifhop of Canterbury, on the death 
of Warham !, was appointed to open his court for ex- 
amining the validity of her marriage. “The near neigh- 
bourhood of.the place was chofen, in order to deprive 
her of all plea of ignorance: and as fhe made no anfwer 
to the citation, either by herfelf or proxy, fhe was de- 


clared contumacious, and the primate proceeded to the ex- 
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amination of the caufe.. The evidences of Arthur’s con=-C H A Ps 


tions both of Canterbury and York; and after thefe pre- 
liminary fteps, Cranmer proceeded to a fentence, and an- 
nulled the king’s marriage with Catherine, as unlawful 
and invalid. By a fubfequent fentence, he ratified the 
marriage with Anne Boleyn, who foon after was publicly 
crowned Queen, with all the pomp and dignity fuited to 
that ceremony”. To complete the king’s fatisfaQtion on 
the conclufion of this intricate and vexatious affair, fhe . 
was fafely delivered of a daughter, who received the name7th Stpte 
of Elizabeth, and who afterwards {wayed the fcepter with 
fuch renown and felicity. Henry was fo.much delighted 
with the birth of this child, that foon after he conferred 
on her the title of princefs of Wales"; a ftep fomewhat 
irregular, as fhe could only be prefumptive, not apparent 
heir of the crown. But he had, during his former mar- 
riage, thought proper to honour his daughter Mary with 
that title ; and he was determined to beftow, on the off 
{pring of his prefent marriage, the fame mark of diftin@ion, 
as well as to exclude the elder princefs from all hopes of the 
fucceffion. His regard for the new queen feemed rather 
to encreafe than diminifh by his marriage; and all men 
expected to fee the entire afcendant of one who had 
mounted a throne, from which. her birth had fet her at {fo 
great a diftance, and who, by a proper mixture of feverity 
and indulgence, had long managed fo intractable a fpirit 
as that of Henry. In order to efface, as much as pof- 
fible, all marks of his firft marriage, Lord Mountjoy was 
fent to the unfortunate and divorced queen, to inform her, 
that fhe was thenceforth to be treated only as princefs- 
dowager of Wales; and all means were employed to make 
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CHA P- her acquiefce in that determination. But fhe continued 
w—~ obftinate in maintaining the validity of her marriage; and 
1533+ fhe would admit no perfon to her prefence, who did not 
approach her with the accuftomed ceremonial. Henry, 
forgetting his wonted generofity towards her, employed 
menaces againft fuch of her fervants as complied with her 
commands in this particular; but was never able to make 

her relinquifh her title and pretenfions °. 

WHEN intelligence was conveyed to Rome of thefe 
tranfactions, fo injurious to the authority and reputation 
of the holy fee, the conclave was in a rage, and all the 
cardinals of the Imperial faction urged the pope to pro- 
ceed to a definitive fentence, and to dart his fpiritual 
thunders againft Henry. But Clement proceeded no far- 
ther than to declare the nullity of Cranmer’s fentence, as 
well as that of Henry’s fecond marriage; threatening him 
with excommunication, if, before the firft of November 
enfuing, he did not replace every thing in the condition 
in which it formerly ftood ®. An event had happened, 
from which the pontiff expected a more amicable conclu- 
fien of the difference, and which hindered him from car- 
rying matters to extremity againft the king. 

Tue pope had claims upon the dutchy of Ferrara for 
the fovereignty of Reggio and Modena‘; and having 
fubmitted his pretenfions to the arbitration of the em- 
peror, he was furprized to find a fentence pronounced 
againft him. Enraged at this difappointment, he heark- 
ened to propofals of amity from Francis; and when that 
monarch made overtures of marrying the duke of Or- 
leans, his fecond fon, to Catherine of Medicis, niece 
of the pope, Clement gladly embraced an alliance, by 
which his family was fo much honoured. — An interview 
was even appointed between the pope and French kirig at 
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Marfeilles ; 
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Marfeilles ; and Francis, as a common friend, there em- C a P. 
ployed his good offices in mediating an accommodation coiset ail 
between his new ally and the king of England, 1533+ 

Hap this connexion of France with the court of Rome 
taken place a few years fooner, there had been little diffi- 
culty in adjufting the quarrel with Henry. The king’s 
requeft was an ordinary one; and the fame plenary power 
of the pope, which had granted a difpenfation for his 
efpoufing of Catherine, could eafily have annulled the 
marriage. But, in the progrefs of the quarrel, the ftate 
of affairs was much changed on both fides. Henry had 
fhaken off much of that reverence, which he had early 
imbibed for the apoftolic fee; and finding, that his 
fubjects of all ranks had taken part with him, and 
willingly complied with his meafures for breaking off 
foreign dependance, he had begun to relifh his fpiritual 
authority, and would fearcely, it was apprehended, be 
induced to renew his fubmiffions to the Roman pontiff. 
The pope, on the other hand, now ran a manifeft rifque 
of infringing his authority by a compliance with the king ; 
and as a fentence of divorce could no longer be refted on 
nullities in Julius’s bull, but would be conftrued as an 
acknowledgment of papal ufurpations, it was forefeen, 
that the Lutherans would thence take occafion of triumph, 
and would perfevere more obftinately in their prefent 
principles, But notwithftanding thefe obftacles, Francis 
did not defpair of mediating an agreement. He ob- 
ferved that the king had ftill fome remains of prejudice 
in favour of the catholic church, and was apprehenfive of 
the confequences, which might enfue from too violent — 
innovations. He faw the intereft that Clement had in 
preferving the obedience of England, which was one of 
the richeft jewel§zin-the papal crown. And he hoped, 
that thefe motives on both fides would facilitate a mu- 
tual agreement, and would forward the effects of his 
good offices. 

I 2 FRANCIS 
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Oe Francis firft prevailed on the pope to promife, that, 
if the king would fend a proxy to Rome, and thereby 
15.4 fubmit his caufe to the holy fee, he fhould appoint com- 
miffioners to meet at Cambray, and form the procefs ; and 

he fhould immediately afterwards pronounce the fentence 

of divorce, required of him. Bellay, bifhop of Paris, 

was next difpatched to London, and obtained a promife 

from the king, that he would fubmit his caufe to the 


Roman confiitory, provided the cardinals of the Imperial 


King’s final faétion were excluded from it. ‘The prelate carried this 
breach with ; : 
Rome, Verbal promife to Rome; and the pope agreed, that, if 


the king would fign a written agreement to the fame pur- 
pote, his demands fhould be fully complied: with. A day 
was appointed for the return of the meflengers; and all 
Europe regarded this affair, which had threatened a 
violent rupture between England and the Romifh 
church, as drawing towards an amicable conclufion '. 
But the greateft affairs often depend on the mott frivo~ 
lous incidents. The courier, who carried the: king’s 
written promife, was detained beyond the day appointed : 
News was brought to Rome that a libel had been pub- 
lifhed in England againft the court of Rome, and a farce 
acted before the king in derifion of the pope and-cardinals*. 
34March, I'he pope and cardinals entered into the confiftory en- 
flamed with anger; and by a precipitate fentence, the 
yatriage of Henry and Catherine was pronou :ced valid; 
and Henry declared to be excommunicated, if he refufed 
to adhere to it. “wo days after, the courier arrived; 
and Clement, who had been hurried from his ufual prue 
dence, found, that, though he heartily repented of this 
hafty meafure, it would be difficult for him to retract at, 
or replace affairs on the fame footing as before, 
Ir isnot probable, that the pope, had he conducted 
himfelf with ever fo great moderation and temper, could 
® Father Paul, lib. t. $° Father Pas], Ybyaz. 


hope, 
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hope, during the life-time of Henry, to have regained © 38 P. 


much authority or influence in England. That monarch__.._s 
was of a temper both impetuous and obftinate; and 1534 
= 7 ‘ 15th jane 

having proceeded fo far in throwing off the papal yoke, ' 
he never could again have been brought tamely to bend 
his neck to it. Even at the time, when he was nego- 
Ciating a reconciliation with Rome, he either entertained 
fo little hopes of fuccefs, or was fo indifferent about the 
event, that he had afflembled a Parliament, and continued © perlis- 
to enact laws totally defiruCtive of the papal authority. 
The people had been prepared by degrees for this great 
innovation. Each preceding feffion had retrenched fome- 
what from the power and profits of the pontiff. Care had 
been taken, during fome years, to teach the nation, that 
a general council was much fuperior toa pope. But now 
a bifhop preached every Sunday at Paul’s crofs, in order 
to inculcate the doétrine, that the pope was entitled to no 
authority at all beyond the bounds of his own diocefe *, 
The proceedings of the parliament fhowed that they had 
entirely adopted this opinion ; and there is reafon to be- 
lieve, that the king, after having procured a favourable 
fentence from Rome, which would have removed all 
doubts with regard to his fecond marriage and the fuccel- 
fion, might indeed have lived on terms of civility with 
the Roman pontiff, but never would have furrendered to 
him any confiderable fhare of his aflumed prerogative. The 
importance of the laws, pafled this feffion, even before in- 
telligence arrived of the violent refolutions taken at Rome, 
is fufficient to juftify this opinion. 

ALL payments made to the apoftolic chamber; all pro- 
vifions, bulls, difpenfations, were abolifhed : Monafteries 
were fubjected to the vifitation and government of the 
king alone: The law for punifhing heretics was mode- 
rated; the ordinary was prohibited from imprifoning or 


t Burnet, vol. i, p, 144. 
{ 3 trying 


a HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 


c eee P. trying any perfon upon fufpicion alone, without prefent- 
coded HONE by two lawful witnefies ; and it was declared that 
1534 to fpeak againft the pope’s authority was no herefy: Bi- 
fhops were to be appointed, by a congé d elire from the 

crown, or in cafe of the:dean and chapter’s refufal, by 

letters patent ; and no recourfe was to be had to Rome 

for palls, bulls, or provifions: Campeggio and Ghinucci, 

two Italians, were deprived of the bifhoprics of Salifbury 

and Worcefter, which they had hitherto enjoyed": The 

law, which had been formerly made againft paying an- 

Wates or firft fruits, but which had been left in the king’s 

power to fufpend or enforce, was finally eftablithed: And 

a fubmiffion, which was cxacted two years before from 

the clergy, and which had been obtained with great dif- 

ficulty, received this feffion the fanction of parliament ™. 

In this fubmiffion, the clergy acknowledged, that convo- 

cations ought to be aflembled by the king’s authority 

only 5 they promife to enact no new canons without his 
confent ; and they acree, that he fhould appoint thirty- 

two commiffioners, in order to examine the old canons, 


and abrogate fuch as fhould be found prejudicial to his 
foyal prerogative *. An appeal was alfo allowed from the 
bifhop’s court to the king in Chancery. 


Bur the moft important law, pafled this feffion, was 
that which regusated the fucceffion to the crown: The 


marriage of the King with Catherine was declared unlaw- 


fal, void, and of no eff:-&: The primate’s fentence, an- 


vulling it, was ratified: And the marriage with queen 


Anne was eftablifhed and confirmed. The crown was 


appointed to defcend to the iffue of this marriage, and fail- 
gothMarch.ing them to. the king’s heirs for ever. An oath likewife 
was enjoined to be taken in favour of this order of fuc- 
ceffion, under the penalty of imprifonment during the 
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king’s pleafure, and forfeiture of goods and chattels,C H A P. 
And all flander againft the king, queen, or their iffue, was ac 
fubjected to the penalty of mifprifion of treafon. After 1534 
thefe compliances, the parliament was prorogued; and 
thofe acts, fo contemptuous towards the pope, and fo de- 
ftructive of his authority, were pafied at the very time that 
Clement pronounced his hafty fentence againft the king, 
Henry’s refentment againft queen Catherine, on account 
of her obftinacy, was the reafon why he excluded her 
daughter from all hopes of fucceeding tothe crown; con- 
trary to his firft intentions, when he began the procefs of 
divorce, and of difpenfation for a fecond marriage. 

TuE king found his ecclefiaftical fubjects as compliant 
as the laity. The convocation ordered, that the act againtt 
appeals to Rome, together with the king's appeal from 
the pope to a general council, fhould be affixed to the 
doors of all the churches in the kingdom : And they voted 
that the bifhop of Rome had, by the law of God, no 
more jurifdiction in England than any other foreign bi- 
fhop ; and that the authority, which he and his prede- 
ceflors had there exercifed, was only by ufurpation and 
by the fufferance of Englith princes. Four perfons alone 
oppofed this vote in the lower houfe, and one doubted, 
It pafled unanimoufly in the upper. ‘The bifhops went 
fo far in their complaifance, that they took out new com- 
miffions from the crown, in which all their fpiritual and 
epifcopal authority was exprefsly affirmed to be derived 
ultimately from the civil magiftrate, and to be entirely 
dependent on his good pleafure ’. 


THE oath regarding the fucceffion was generally taken 
throughout the kingdom. Fifher, bifhop of Rochefter, 
and Sir Thomas More, were the only perfons of note, 
that entertained fcruples with regard to its legality. Fifher 
was obnoxious on account of fome practices, into which 
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Cc HAP. his credulity, rather than eny bad intentions, feems to 


KEX, 


we — have betrayed him. But More was the perfon of greateft 


reputation in the kingdom for virtue and integrity; and 
as it was believed, that his authority would have influence 
on the fentiments of others, great pains were taken to 
convince him of the lawfulnefs of the oath. He declared, 
that he had no {cruple with regard to the fucceffion, and 
thought that the parliament had full power to fettle it: 
He offered to draw an oath himfelf, which would enfure 
his allegiance to the heir appointed ; but he refufed the 
oath prefcribed by law; becaufe the preamble of that oath 
aflerted the legality of the king’s marriage with Anne, 
and thereby implied, that his former marriage with Ca- 
therine was unlawful and invalid. Cranmer, the primate, 
and Cromwel, now fecretary of ftate, who highly loved 
and efteemed More, entreated him to lay afide his fcru- 
ples; and their friendly importunity feemed to weigh 
more with him, than ali the penalties attending his refu- 
fal*, He perfifted, however, in a mild, though firm 
manner, to maintain his refolution ; and the king, ir- 
ritated againft him as well as Fifher, ordered both to 
be indicted upon the flatute, and committed prifoners to 
the Tower. 

Tue parliament, being again aflembled, conferred on 
the king the title of the only fupreme head on earth of the 
church of England; as they had already invefted him 
with all the real power belonging to it. In this memo- 
rable act, the parliament granted him power, or rather 
acknowledged his inherent power, “ to vifit, and reprefs, 
** redrefs, reform, order, correét, reftrain, or amend all 
** errors, herefies, abufes, offences, contempts, and enor- 
*¢ mities, which fell under any {piritual authority or ju- 
*¢ rifdiction*.” “They alfo declared it treafon to attempt, 
imagine, or fpeak evil againft the king, queen, or his 

@ Burnet, vol. i. p. 1,6. 426H,8.c07% 
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heirs, or to endeavour depriving them of their dignities © J) Ps 
or titles, They gave him a right to all the annates and eae S~ 
tythes of benefices, which had formerly been-paid to the 753 
court of Rome. They granted him a fubfidy and a fif- 

teenth, They attainted More and Fifher for mifprifion 

of treafon. And they completed the union of England 

and Wales, by giving to that principality all the benefit 

of the Englith laws. 

Tus the authority of the popes, like all exorbitant 
power, was ruined by the excefs of its acquifitions, and 
by ftretching its pretenfions beyond what it was poffible 
for any human principles or prepofleffions to fuftain. ‘In- 
dulgences had in former ages tended extremely to enrich 
the holy fee; but being openly abufed, they ferved to 
excite the firft commotions and oppofition in Germany. 
The prerogative of granting difpenfations had alfo con- 
tributed much to attach all the fovereign princes and 
great families in Europe to the papal authority; but 
meeting with an unlucky concurrence of circumftances, 
was now the caufe, why England feparated herfelf from 
the Romifh communion. ‘The acknowledgment of the 
king’s fupremacy introduced there a greater fimplicity in 
the government, by uniting the fpiritual with the civil 
power, and preventing difputes about limits, which never 
could be exactly determined between the contending 
jurifdictions. A way was alfo prepared for checking the 
exorbitancies of fuperftition, and breaking thofe fhackles, 
by which all hunidn reafon, policy, and induftry had fo 
Jong been encumbered. The prince, it may be fuppofed, 
being head of the religion, as well as of the temporal ju- 
rifdition of the kingdom, though he might fometimes 
employ the former as an engine of government, had no 
intereft, like the Roman pontiff, in nourifhing its excef- 
five growth ; and, except when blinded by His own ig- 
norance or bigotry, would be fure to retain it within to- 
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c #_A P. Jerable limits, and prevent its abufes. Andon the whole, 
"there followed from this revolution many beneficial 
1534 confequences ; though perhaps neither forefeen nor in- 
tended by the perfons who had the chief hand in con- 

ducting it. 

WHILE Henry proceeded with fo much order and tran- 
quillity in changing the national religion, and while his 
authority feemed entirely fecure in England, he was held 
in fome inquictude by the flate of affairs in Ireland and 
in Scotland, 


THE earl of Kildare was deputy of Ireland, under the 
duke of Richmond, the king’s natural fon, who bore the 
title of lieutenant; and as Kildare was accufed of fome 
violences againft the family of Offory, his hereditary ene- 
mies, he was fummoned to anfwer for his condu&. He 
left his authority in the hands of his fon, who, hearing 
that his father was thrown into prifon, and was in dan- 
ger of his life, immediately took up arms, and joining 
himfelf to Oneale, Ocarrol, and other Irith nobility, 
committed many ravages, murdered Allen, archbifhop of 
Dublin, and laid fiege to that city. Kildare meanwhile 
died in prifon, and his fon, perfevering in his revolt, 
made applications to the emperor, who promifed him af- 
fiftance. The king was obliged to fend over fome forces 
to Ireland, which fo harafled the rebels, that this young 


nobleman, finding the emperor backward in fulfilling his 
promifes, was reduced to the neceflity of furrendering 
himfelf prifoner to Lord Leonard Gray, the new deputy, 
brother to the marquis of Dorfet. He was carried over to 
England, together with his five uncles; and after trial 
and conviction, they were all brought to public juftice; 
though two of the uncles, in order to fave the family, had 
pretended to join the king’s party. 

‘Fue earl of Angus had acquired the entire afecndant in 


Scotland; and haying gotten pofieficn of the king’s per- 


fon, 
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fon, then-in early youth, he was able, by means of that© HA P. 
xX vw 


advantage, and by employing the power of his own fa- 
mily, to retain the reins of government. The queen- 
dowager, however, his confort, bred him great difturbance. 
For having feparated herfelf from him, on account of 
fome jealoufies and difgufts, and having procured a di- 
vorce, fhe had married another man of quality, of the 
name of Stuart; and fhe joined all the difcontented no- 
bility, who oppofed Angus’s authority. .James himfelf 
was diflatisfied with the flavery, to which he was reduced ; 
and by fecret correfpondence, he incited firft Walter Scot, 
then the earl of Lenox, to attempt, by force of arms, the 
freeing him from the hands of Angus. Both enterprizes 
failed of fuccefs ; but James, impatient of reftraint, found 
means at laft of efcaping to Stirling, where his mother 
then refided; and having fummoned all the nobility to 
attend him, he overturned the authority of the Dou- 
glafles, and obliged Angus and his: brother to fly into 
England, where they were protected by Henry. The 
king of Scotland, being-now arrived at years of majority, 
took the government into his own hands; and employed 
himfclf with great fpirit and valour, in reprefiing thole 
feuds, ravages, and diforders, which, though they dif- 
turbed the courfe of public juftice, ferved to fupport the 
martial fpirit of the Scots, and contributed, by that means, 
to maintain national independency. He was defirous of 
renewing the ancient league with the French nation; but 
finding Francis in clofe union with England, and on that 
account fomewhat cold in hearkening to bis propofais, he 
received the more favourably the advances of the emperor, 
who hoped, by means of fuch an ally, to breed difturb- 
anceto England. He offered the Scottifh king the choice 
of three princefles, his own near relations, and ali of the 
name of Mary; his fifter the dowager of Hungary, his 
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niece a daughter of Portugal, or his coufin the dauahter 


of 


123 


ane 


15346 


HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 


aa 


‘HA Poof Henry, whom he pretended to difpofe of unknown to 
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James was more inclined to the latter propo- 
fal, had it not, upon reflection, been found impracticable; 
and his natural propenfity to France at laft prevailed over 
all other confiderations. ‘The alliance with Francis ne- 
ceffarily engaged James to maintain peace with England. 
But though invited by his uncle, Henry, to confer with 
him at Newcaftle, and concert common meatures for re- 
prefling the ecclefiaftics in both kingdoms, and fhaking off 
the yoke of Rome, he could not be prevailed on, by en- 
tering England, to put himfelf in the king’s power. In 
order to have a pretext for refufing the conference, he ap- 
plied to the pope, and obtained a brief, forbidding him 
to engage in any perfonal negociations with an enemy of 
the holy fee. From thefe meafures, Henry eafily -con- 
cluded, that he could very little depend on the friendfhip 
of his nephew. But thofe events. took nat place till fome 
time after our prefent periad. 
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Religious principles of the people of the king—— of 
the minifiers——Farther progre/s of the reformation 
—— Sir Thomas More The maid of Kent 
Trial and execution of Fifber bifbop of Rochefter—— 


of Sir Thomas More King excommunicated : 
Death of Queen Catherine Suppreffion of the 
leffer monajfteries A Parkament A conwo- 
cation Tranflation of the Bible Difgrace of 
Queen Anne—~Her trial and execution 

A Parliament -— A convocation—— Difcontents 
among the people ——JInfurreétion Birth of 
prince Edward and death of Queen Fane Sup- 
preffion of the greater monafteries Cardinal 


Pole. 


HE ancient and almoft uninterrupted oppofitionc 7 a Pp. 

of interefts between the laity and clergy in Eng- XXKI, 

land, and between the Englifh clergy and the court of 4.34, 

Rome, had fufficiently prepared the nation for a breach Peper oe 

with the fovereign pontiff; and men had penetration the people. 
enough to difcover abufes, which were plainly calculated 
for the temporal advantages of the hierarchy, and which 
they found deftrudlive of their own. Thefe fubjects 
feemed proportioned to human underftanding ; and event 
the people, who felt the power of intereft in their own 
breafts, could perceive the purpofe of thofe numerous 
inventions, which the interefted ‘fpirit of the Roman 
pontiff had intreduced into religion, But when the re- 
formérs proceeded. thence to difpute concerning the na- 
ture 
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ture of the facraments, the operations of grace, the 


\ ,terms of acceptance with the Deity, men were thrown 


1534 


into amazement, and were, during fome time, at a lofs 
how to chufe their party. The profound ignorance in 
which both the clergy and laity formerly lived, and their 
freedom from theological altercations, had produced @ 
fincere, but indolent acquiefcence in received opinions ; 
and the multitude were neither. attached to them by 
topics of reafoning, nor by thofe prejudices and anti- 
pathies againft opponents, which have ever a more na- 
tural and powerful influence over them. As foon there- 
fore as a new opinion was advanced, fupported by fuch 
an authority as to call up their attention, they felt theis 
capacity totally unfitted for fuch difquifitions ; and they 
perpetually fluctuated between the contending parties. 
Herice the quick and violent movements by which the 
people were agitated, even in the moft oppofite directions ; 
Hence their feeming profticution, in facrificing to prefent 
power the moft facred principles: And hence the rapid 
progrefs during fome time, and the fudden as well as 
entire check foon after, of the new doctrines. When 
men were once fettled in their particular feéts, and had 
fortified themielves in a habitual deteftation of thofe who 
were denominated heretics, they adhered with more obfti- 
nacy to the principles of their education; and the limits 
of the two religions thenceforth remained fixed and 
unchangeable. 

NoTHING more forwarded the firft progrefs of the 
reformers, than the offer, which they made, of fubmit- 


ting all religious doctrines to private judgment, and the 


fummons given every one to examine the principles for- 
merly impofed upon him. ‘Though the multitude were 
totally unqualified for this undertaking, they yet were 
highly pleated with it. They fancied, that they were 
exercifing their judgment, while they oppofed, to the 

7 prejudices 
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prejudices of ancient authority, more powerful prejudices © Ft & Ps 
of another kind. The novelty itfelf of the doétrines ; cnn 
the pleafure of an imaginary triumph in difpute; the 7534 
fervent zeal of the reformed preachers ; their patience, 

and even alacrity, in fuffering perfecution, death, and 
torments ; a difguft at the reftraints ef the old religion ; 

an indignation againft the tyranny and interefted fpirit of 
the*ecclefiaftics ; thefe motives were prevalent with the 

people, and by fuch confiderations were men fo generally 
induced, during that age, to throw off the teligion of 

their anceftors. 

Bur in proportion as the practice of fubmitting reli- 
gion to private judgment was acceptable to the people, 
it appeared, in fome refpeéts, dangerous to the rights of 
fovereigns, and feemed to deftroy that implicit obedience, 
on which the authority of the civil magiftrate is chiefly 
founded. ‘The very precedent, of fhaking fo ancient and 
deep founded an eftablifhment as that of the Romifh 
hierarchy, might, it was apprehended, prepare the way 
for other innovations. The republican fpirit, which na- 
turally took place among the reformers, encreafed this 
jealoufy. The furious infurrections of the populace, 
excited by Muncer and other anabaptifts in Germany °, 
furnifhed a new pretence for decrying the reformation. 
Nor ought we to conclude, becaufe proteftants in our 
time prove as dutiful fubjects as thofe of any other com- 
munion, that therefore fuch apprehenfions were altoge- 
ther without any fhadow of plaufibility. Though the li- 
berty of private judgment be tendered to the difciples of 
the reformation, it is not in reality accepted of ; and 
men are generally contented to acquiefce implicitly in 
thofe eftablifhments, however new, into which their 
early education has thrown them. 

No prince in Europe was poflefled of fuch abfolute 
authority as Henry, not even the pope himfelf, in his 
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own capital, where he united both the civil and eccleés 


WJ fiaftical powers‘; and there was fmall likelihood, that 


1534+ 


any doctrine, which lay under the imputation of encou- 
raging fedition, could ever pretend to his favour and 


Oftheking. countenance. But befides this political jealoufy, there 


Of the mi- 
niftets, 


was another reafon, which infpired this imperious mo- 
narch with an averfion to the reformers. He had early 
declared his fentiments againft Luther; and having en- 
tered the lifts in thofe fcholaftic quarrels, he had received, 
from his courtiers and theologians, infinite applaufe for 
his performance. .Elated by this imaginary fuccefs, and 
blinded by a natural arrogance and obftinacy of temper, 
he had entertained the moit lofty opinion of his own 
erudition ; and he received with impatience, mixed with 
contempt, any contradiction to his fentiments. Luther 
alfo had been fo imprudent, as to treat in a very indecent 
manner his royal antagonift; and though he afterwards 
made the moft humble fubmiflions to Henry, and apolo- 
gized for the vehemence of his former’ expreffions, he 
never could efface the hatred, which the king had con- 
ceived againft him and his doctrines. The idea of he- 
refy ftill appeared deteftable as well as formidable to that 
prince ; .and whilft his refentment. againft the fee of 
Rome had corrected one confiderable part of his early 
prejudices, he had made it a point of honour never to 
reliriquifh the remainder. Separate as he ftood from the 
catholic church and from the Roman pontiff, the head of 
it, he {till valued himfelf on maintaining the catholic 
doctrine, and on guarding, by fire and {word, the ima= 
gined purity of his fpeculative principles. 

HENRyY’s miniiters and courtiers were of as motley a 
charafter as his conduct; and feemed to waver, during 
this whole reign, between the ancient and the new res 
ligion. The queen, engaged by intereft as well as in- 


¢ See note [F] at the end of the volumes 
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élination, favoured the caufe of the reformers: Crom-C HA P, 
wel, who was created fecretary of ftate; and who was 7>**", 
daily advancitig in the king’s confidence, Had embras 2534: 
ced the fame views ; and as he was a man of prudence 
and abilities; he was able; very effectually; though in a 
covert manner, to promote the late itinovations : Cran- 
mer, archbifhop of Canterbury, had fecretly adopted the 
proteftatit tenets; and he had gained Henry’s friendthip 
by his candour and fincerity; virtues which he poffefled 
in as eminent a degtee as thofe times, equally diftracted 
with faction; and dpprefled by tyranny; could eafily pers 
mit. On the other hand, the duke of Norfolk adhered 
to the aricient faith; ahd by his high rank; a8 well ag 
by his talents; both for peace and war; he had great au- 
thority in the king’s council: Gardiner; lately ctéated 
bithop of Winchefter; had inlifted himfelf in the fame 
party; and the fupplenefs of his charaéter; and dex- 
terity of his conduét; had rendered hirh extremely iifeful 
to it. 

Aut thefe minifters; while tliey ftood in the rholt irre 
concilable oppofition of principles to édch other, were 
obliged to difguife their particular opitiions, arid to pre- 
tend ah entire agreement with the fentiments of theif 
inafter. €romwel and Cratimer ftill cartied the appears 
ance of a conformity to the aficient fpeculative tenets j 
but they artfully made ufe of Henry’s tefentment to 
widen the breach with the fee of Romé; Norfolk and 
Gardiner feigned an affent to the king’s fupremacy; and 
to his renunciation of the fovereign pontiff; but they 
| encouraged His paffion for the catholic faith; and infti- 
gated him to punifh thofe daring heretics; who had pre= 
fumed to réjeét his theological principles. Both fides 
hoped; by their unlimited compliance; to bring him 
over to their party: The king meanwhile; who held the 
~ balance between the factions, was enabled, by the court- 
fhip payed him both by proteftants and catholics, to 

Vou, IV, K affume 


(AP, 
XXXII. 


a33* 


Farther pro- 
grefs of the 
reformation, 


HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 


afume an unbounded authority: And though in all his 
mafures he was really driven by his ungoverned humour, 
hecafually fteered a courfe, which led more certainly to 
arlitrary power, than any which the moft profound po- 
lites could have traced out to him. Artifice, refinement, 
an hypocrify, in his fituation, would have put both 
paties on their guard againft him, and would have 
taight them referve in complying with a monarch, whom 
thy could never hope thoroughly to have gained: But 
wiile the franknefs, fincerity, and opennefs of Henry’s 
tenper were generally known, as well as the dominion 
of his furious paflions; each fide dreaded to lofe him by 
th: fimalleft oppofition, and flattered themfelves that a 
blnd compliance with bis will would throw him, core 
dilly and fully, into their interefts. 

Tur ambiguity of the king’s conduct, though it kept 
th: courtiers in awe, ferved in the main, to encourage 
tle proteftant dostrine among his fubjects, and promoted 
tht fpirit of innovation, with which the age was gene- 
raly feized, and which nothing but an entire uniformity, 
as well as a fteady feverity in the adminiftration, could 
beable to reprefs. [here were fome Englifhmen, Tin- 
dj, Joye, Conftantine, and others, who, dreading the 
exertion of the king’s authority, had fled to Antwerp °; 
wiere the great privileges poflefled by the Low Coun- 
try provinces, ferved, during fome time, to give them 
potegtion. Thefe men employed themfelves in writing 
Fnelifh books, againft the corruptions of the church of 


Rome; againft images, reliques, pilgrimages ; and they 
excited the curiofity of men with regard to that queftion, 
tle moft important in theology, the terms of acceptance 
with the Supreme Being. In conformity to the Luthe- 
rns and other proteftants, they aflerted, that falvation 
wis obtained by faith alone; and that the moft infallible 
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road to perdition © was a reliance on good works ; vy en 
which terms they underftood, as well the moral duties, is Rarenm, aan 
the ceremonial and monaftic obfervances. The defendes 453+ 
of the ancient religion, on the other hand, maintained tie 
efficacy of good works; but though they did not exclule 
from this appellation the focial virtues, it was ftill te 
fuperftitions, gainful to the church, which they chiely 
extolled and recommended. ‘The books, compofed ly 
thefe fugitives, having ftolen over to England, began o 
make converts every where; but it was a tranflation of 
the fcriptures by Tindal, that was efteemed the moft dai- 
gerous to the eftablifhed faith. The firft edition of ths 
work, compofed with little accuracy, was found liabe 
to confiderable objeGtions ; and Tindal, who was poos 
and could not afford to lofe a great part of the impre- 
fion, was longing for an opportunity of correcting hs 
errors, of which he had been made fenfible. Tonfta, 
then bifhop of London, foon after of Durham, a man f 
great moderation, being defirous to difcourage, in tle 
gentleft manner, thefe innovations, gave private ordes 
for buying up all the copies, that could be found at Ant 
werp; and he burned them publicly in Cheapfide, By 
this meafure, he fupplied Tindal with money, enable 
him to print a new and correct edition of his work, anf 
gave great fcandal to the people, in thus committing p 
the flames the word of God ‘, 

THE difciples of the reformation met with little feve 
rity during the miniftry of Wolfey, who, though him 
{elf a clergyman, bore too {mall a regard to the ecclef 
aftical order, to ferve as an inftrument of their tyranny; 


© Sacrilegium eft et impietas velle placere Deo per opera et non per folan 
fidem. Luther adverfus regem. Ita vides quam dives fit homo chriftiany 
five baptizatus, quietiam volens not poteft perdere falutem fuam quanti: 
cunque peccatis.. Nuila enim peccata pofflunt eum damnare nifi incredulita: 
Id, de captivitate Babylonica. 

f Hall, fol, 186, Fox, vol, i, p, 138. Burnet, vol, i, p, 159 
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es eh Tt was even an article of impeachment againft him s, 
natin that by his connivance he had encouraged the growth of 

1534 herefy, and that he had protected and acquitted fome no- 
Si Thomas torious offenders. Sir Thomas More, who fucceeded 
pee Wolfey as Chancellor, 1s at once an object deferving our 
compafiion, and an inftance of the ufual progrefs of men’s 
fentiments during that age. ‘This man, whofe elegant 
genius and familiar acquaintance with the noble fpirit of 


antiquity, had given him very enlarged fentiments, and 


who had in his early years advanced principles, which 
even at prefent would be deemed fomewhat too free, had, 
in the courfe of events, been fo irritated by polemics, 
and thrown into fuch a fuperftitious attachment to the 
ancient faith, that few inquifitors have been guilty of 
greater violence in their profecution of herefy. “Though 
adorned with the gentleft manners, as well as the pureft 
integrity, he carried to the utmoft height his averfion to 
heterodoxy ; and James Bainham, in particular, a gentle- 
man of the Temple, experienced from him the greateft fe- 
verity. Bainham, accufed of fayouring the new opi- 
nions, was carried to More’s houfe ; and having refufed 
to difcover his accomplices, the chancellor ordered him 
to be whipped in his prefence, and afterwards fent him 
tothe Tower, where he himfelf faw him put to the tor- 
ture. ‘The unhappy gentleman, overcome by all thefe 
feverities, abjured his opinions ; but feeling afterwards 
the deepeft compunétion for his apoftacy, he openly res 


turned to his former tenets, and even courted the crown 
of martyrdom. He was condemned as an obftinate and 
relapfed heretic, and was burned in Smithfield *. 

~ Many were brought into the bifhops’ courts for of- 
fences, which appear ‘trivial, but which were regarded as 
fymbols of the party: Some for teaching their children 


g Articles of impeachment in Herbeft. Burnet. h Fox, Burnet, 
vol, i, ps 165, 
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the Lord’s prayer in Englifh; others for reading the C_H A P. 
new teftament in that language, or for {peaking againtt, parte , 
pilgrimages. To harbour the perfecuted preachers, tq 453¢ 
neglect the fafts of the church, to declaim againft the 
vices of the clergy, were capital offences. One Thomas 
Bilney, a prieft, who-had embraced the-hew do¢trine, 
had been terrified into an abjuration ; but was fo haunt- 
ed by remorfe, that his friends dreaded fome fatal effects 
of his defpair. At laft, his mind feemed to be more 
relieved : but this appearing calm proceeded only from 
the refolution, which he had taken, of expiating his paft 
offence, by an open confeffion of the truth, and by 
dying a martyr to it. He went through Norfolk, teach- 
ing the people to beware of idolatry, and of trufting for 
their falvation either to pilgrimages or to the cowle of 
St. Francis, to the prayers of the faints, or to images. 
He was foon feized, tried in the bifhop’s court, and 
condemned as a relapfed heretic ; and the writ was fent 
down to burn him. When brought to the ftake, he 
difcovered fuch patience, fortitude, and devotion, that 
the fpetators were much affected with the horrors of his 
punifhment ; and fome mendicant friars, who were pre- 
fent, fearing that his martyrdom would be imputed to 
them, and make them lofe thofe alms, which they re- 
ceived from the charity of the people, defired him pub- 
licly to acquit them ‘ of having any hand in his deach. 
He willingly complied; and by this meeknefs gained 
the more on the fympathy of the people. Another per- 
fon, ftill more heroic, being brought to the flake for de- 
nying the real prefence, feemed almoft in a tranfport of 
joy; and he tenderly embraced. the faggots, which were 
to be the inftruments of his punifhment, as the means of 
procuring him eternal reft. In fhort, the tide turning 
towards the new doétrine, thofe fevere executions, which, 
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© HA Pin another difpofition of men’s minds, would have fuf- 
——,—ficed to fupprefs it, now ferved only to diffufe it the 


3534 more among the people, and to infpire them with horror 
againft the unrelenting perfecutors. 

Bur though Henry neglected not to punifh the pro- 
teftant doctrine, which he deemed herefy, his‘ moft for- 
midable enemies, he knew, were the zealous adherents 
to the ancient religion, chiefly the monks, who, having 
their immediate dependance on the Roman pontiff, ap- 
prehended their own ruin to be the certain confequence 
of abolifhing his authority in England. Peyto, a friar, 
preaching before the king, had the affurance to tell him, 
** ‘That many lying prophets had deceived him, but he, 
*¢ as a true Micajah, warned him, that the dogs would 
“¢ lick his blood, as they had done Ahab’s *.” The king 
took no notice of the infult ; but allowed the preacher 
to depart in peace. Next Sunday he employed Dr. 
Corren to preach before him; who juftified the king’s 
proceedings, and gave Peyto the appellations of a rebel, 
a flanderer, a dog, and atraitor. Elfton, another friar 
of the fame houfe, interrupted the preacher, and told 
him, that he was one of the lying prophets, who fought 
to eftablifh by adultery the fucceffion of the ¢rown; but 
that he himfelf would juftify all that Peyto had faid. 
Henry filenced the petulant friar; but fhowed no other 
mark of refentment than ordering Peyto and him to be 
fummoned before the council, and to be rebuked for 
their offence '. He even here bore patiently fome new 
inftances of their obftinacy and arrogance: When the 
earl of Effex, a privy counfellor, told them, that they 
deferved for their offence to be thrown into the Thames ; 
El{ton replied, that the read to ‘heaven lay as ‘near by 
water as by land ™, 


k Strype, vol, i. p. 167. ' Collier, vol, its p. 86. Burnet, vol. é. 
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But feveral monks were detected in a confpiracy,© HA P. 
which, as it might have proved more dangerous to the 
king, was on its difcovery attended with more fatal con- 153% 
fequences to ‘themfelves. Elizabeth Barton, of Alding= ppe maia 
ton in Kent, commonly called the holy Maid of Kent, had of Kent. 
been fubject to hyfterical fits, which threw her body into 
unufual convulfions ; and having produced an equal dif- 
order in her mind, made her utter ftrange fayings, which, 
as fhe was fearcely confcious of them during the time, 
had foon after entirely efcaped her memory. The filly 
people in the neighbourhood were ftruck with thefe ap- 
pearances, which they imagined to be fupernatural ; and 
Richard Matters, vicar of the parifh, a defigning fellow, 
founded on them a projeét, from which he hoped to ac- 
quire both profit and confideration. He went to War- 
ham, archbifhop of Canterbury, then alive; and having 
given him an account of Elizabeth’s revelations, he fo 
far wrought on that prudent, but fuperftitious prelate, as 
to receive orders from him to watch her in her trances, 
and carefully to note down all her future fayings. The 
regard, paid her by a perfon of fo high a rank, foon ren- 
dered her ftill more the object of attention to the neigh- 
bourhood ; and it was eafy for Mafters to perfuade them, 
as well as the maid herfelf, that her ravings were infpira~ 
tions of the Holy Ghoft.. Knavery, as is ufual, foon 
after fucceeding to delufion, fhe learned to counterfeit 
trances; and fhe then uttered, in an extraordinary tone, 
fuch fpeeches as were dictated to her by her fpiritual 
direftor, Matters affociated with him Dr. Bocking, 

a canon of Canterbury; and their deign was to raife 
the credit of an image of the virgin, which ftood in a 
chapel: belonging to Mafters, and to draw to it fuch pil- 
grimages as ufually frequented the more famous images 
and reliques. In profecution of this defign, Elizabeth 
pretended revelations, which directed her to have recourfe 
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¢c ut i to that image for a cure ; and being brought before it, ig 
\—,— the prefence of a great multitude, the fell anew into Con, 
#234: vultions ; and after diftorting her limbs and countenance 
during a competent time, fhe affefted to have obtained a 
perfect recovery by the interceffion of the virgin™. This 
miracle was foon bruited abroad; and the two priefts, 
finding the impofture to fucceed beyond their own expec- 
tations, began to extend their yiews, and to Jay the foun- 
dation of more important enterprizes. They taught 
their penitent to declaim againft the new doctrines, which 
fhe denominated herefy ; againft innovations in ecclefi- 
aftical government ; and againft the king’s intended di- 
vorce from Catherine. She went fo far as to affert, that, 
if he profecuted that defign, and married another, he 
fhould not be a king a month longer, and fhould not an 
hour longer enjoy the fayour of the Almighty, but fhould 
die the death of a villain. Many monks throughout 
England, either from folly or roguery, or from faction, 
which is often a complication of both, entered into the 
delufion; and one Deering, a friar, wrote a book of the 
revelations and prophecies of Elizabeth », Miracles were 
daily added, to encreafe the wander ; and the pulpit every 
where refounded with accounts of the fanétity and infpi- 
rations of the new prophetefs, Meflages were carried 
from her to queen Catherine, by which that princefs wag 
exhorted to perfift in her oppofition to the divorce ; the 
pope’s ambafladors gave encouragement to the popular 
credulity; and even Fifher, bifhop of Rochefter, though 
a man of fenfe and learning, was Carried away by an 
opinion fo favourable to the party which he had 
efpoufed °. The king at laft began to think the matter 
worthy of his attention; and having ordered Elizabeth 
_and her accomplices to be atrefted, he brought them be- 
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fore the ftar-chamber, where they freely, without being =~ — 
put to the torture, made confeflion of their guile. They 
parliament, in the feffion held the beginning of this year, *534 
pafled an act of attainder againft fome who were engaged 

in this treafonable impofture ®; and Elizabeth herfelf, 
Matters, Bocking, Deering, Rich, Rifby, Gold, fuf- 

fered for their crime. The bithop of Rochefter, Abel, 
Addifon, Lawrence, and others were condemned for 
mifprifion of treafon; becaufe they had not difcovered 

fome criminal {peeches. which they heard from Elizabeth 9: 

And they were thrown into prifon. The better to unde= 

ceive the multitude, the forgery of many-of the prophetefs’s 
miracles was detected: and eyen the fcandalous proftitu- 

tion of her manners. was laid open to the public. Thofe 
paffions, which fo natyrally infinuate themfelves amidftt 

the warm intimacies maintained by the devotees of dif- 
ferent fexes, had taken place between Elizabeth and her 
confederates ; and it was found, that a door to her dor- 
mitory, which was faid to have been miraculoufly opened, 

in order to give her accefs to the chapel, for the fake of 
frequent converfe with heaven, had been contrived by 
Bocking and Mafters for lefs refined purpofes, 


Tue detection of this impofture, attended with fo 
many odious circumftances, both hurt the credit of the 
ecclefiaftics, particularly the monks, and inftigated the 
king to take vengeance on them. He fuppreffed three 
monafteries of the Obfervantine friars ; and finding that 
little clamour was excited by this aét of power, he was 
the more encouraged to lay his rapacious hands on the re- 
mainder. Meanwhile, he exercifed punifhment on indiyi- 
duals, who were obnoxious to him. The parliament had 
made it treafon to endeavour depriving the king of his 
dignity or titles: They had lately added to his other 


1535» 
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CH A P. titles, that of fupreme head of the.church: It was infers 
ated, that to deny his fupremacy was treafon ; and many 


2535 


priors and ecclefiaftics loft their lives for this new fpecies 
of guilt. It was certainly a high inftance of tyranny to 
punifh the mere delivery of a political opinion, efpecially 
one that nowife affected the king’s temporal right, as a 


capital offence, though attended with no overt act; and 


Trial and 
execution 
of Fifher, 
bithop of 
Recheftér. 


the parliament, in paffing this law, had overlooked all 
the principles, by which a civilized, much more a free 
people, fhould be governed : But the violence of changing 
fo fuddenly the whole fyftem of government, and making 
it treafon to deny what, during many ages, it had been 
herefy to affert, is an event which may appear fomewhat 
extraordinary, Even the ftern unrelenting mind of Hen- 
ry was, at firft, fhocked with thefe fanguinary meafures ; 
and he went fo far as to change his garb and drefs ; pre- 
tending forrow. for the neceflity by which he was pufhed 
to fuch extremities. Still impelled, however, by his vio- 
lent temper, and defirous of ftriking a terror into the 
whole nation, he proceeded, by making examples of 
Fither and More, to confummate his lawlefs tyranny, 
Joun Fisuer, bifhop of Rochefter, was a prelate, 
eminent for learning and morals, ftill more than for his 
ecclefiaftical dignities, and for the high favour, which he 
had long enjoyed with the king. When he was thrown 
into prifon, on account of his refufing the oath which re- 
garded the fucceflion, and his concealment of Elizabeth 
Barton’s treafonable fpeeches, he had not only been de- 
prived of all his revenues, but ftripped of his very cloaths, 
and, without confideration of his extreme age, he was 
allowed nothing but rags, which {fcarcely fufficed to co- 
ver his nakednefs "In this condition, he lay in -prifon 
above a twelvemonth ; when the pope, willing to recom- 
penfe the fufferings of fo faithful an adherent, created 
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him a cardinal; though Fifher was fo indifferent about CH A Ps 
that dignity, that, even if the purple were lying at his : 
feet, he declared. that he would not ftoop to take it, 453% 
This promotion of a tan, merely for his oppofition toe 

royal authority, rouzed the indignation of the king; and 

he refolved to make the innocent perfon feel the effects 

of his refentment. Fifher was indicted for denying the 224 June. 
king’s fupremacy, was tried, condemned, and beheaded. 

THE execution of this prelate was intended as a warns of sir Tho~ 
ing to More, whofe compliance, on account of his great ™s Mors 
authority both abroad and at home, and his high reputa- 
tion for learning and virtue, was anxioufly defired by the 
king. That prince alfo bore as great perfonal affection 
and regard to More, as his imperious mind, the {port of 
paffions, was fufceptible of towards aman, whoin any 
particular oppofed his violent inclinations.» But More 
could never be prevailed on to acknowledge any opinion 
fo contrary to his principles as that of the king’s fupre- 
macy ; and though Henry exacted that compliance from 
the whole nation; there was, as yet, no law obliging any 
one to take an oath to that purpofe.. Rich, the folicitor 
general, was fent to confer with More, then a prifoner, 
who kept a cautious filence with regard to the fupremacy : 

He was only inveigled to fay, that any queftion with re« 
gard to the law, which eftablifhed that prerogative, was 
a two-edged fword: If a perfon anfwer one way, it 
will confound his foul; if another, it will deftroy his 
body. No more was wanted to found an indiftment of 
high treafon againft the prifoner. His filence was called 
malicious, and made a. part of his crime; and thefe 
words, which had cafually dropped from him, were in- 
terpreted as a denial of the fupremacy *. Trials were 
mere formalities during this reign: The jury gave fen- 
fence againft More, who had long expetted this fate, 
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¢ H A P. and who needed no preparation to fortify him againft the 
XXXI. ‘ P 
< , terrors of death. Not only his conftancy, but even his 


¥535¢ 


cheerfulnefs, nay, his ufual facetioufnefs, never forfook 
him; and he made a facrifice of his life to his integrity 
with the fame indifference that he maintained in any or- 
dinary occurrence. When he was mounting the feaf- 
fold, he faid to one, ‘* Friend; help me up, and when I 
** come down again, let me fhift for myfelf.” The ex- 
ecutioner afking him forgivenefs, he granted the requeft, 
but told him, ** You will never get credit by beheading 
$* me, my neck is fo fhort.” Then laying his head on 
the block, he bade the executioner ftay till he put afide his 
beard: ‘* For,” faid he, ‘* it never committed treafon.” 
Nothing was wanting to the glory of this end, except a 
better caufe, more free from weaknefs and fuperftition, 
But as the man followed his principles and fenfe of duty, 
however mifguided, his conftancy and integrity are not the 
lefs obje&ts of our admiration. He was beheaded in the 
fifty-third year of his age. 


WHEN the execution of Fifher and More was reported 
at Rome, efpecially that of the former, who was invefted 
with the dignity of cardinal, every one difcovered the 
moft violent rage againft the king ; and numerous libels 
were publifhed, by the wits and orators of Italy, coms 
paring him to Caligula, Nero, Domitian, and all the 
moft unrelenting tyrants of ‘antiquity. Clement VII. 
had died about fix months after he pronounced fentence 
againft the king; and Paul III. of the name of Farnefe, 
had fucceeded to the papal throne. This pontiff, who, 
while cardinal, had always favoured Henry’s caufe, had 
hoped, that, perfonal animofities being buried with his 
predeceflor, it might not be impoffible to form an agree- 
ment with England: And the king himfelf was fo defi- 
rous of accommodating matters, that, in a negociation, 
which he entered into with Francis a little before this 


time, 
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time, he required, that that monarch fhould conciliate aC _H A P, 
friendfhip between him and the court of Rome. But 


Henry was accuftomed to prefcribe, not to receive terms; 1535+ 
and even while he was negociating for peace, his ufual 
violence often carried him to commit offences, which ren- 
dered the quarrel totally incurable. The execution of goth Aug, 
Fifher was regarded by Paul, as fo capital an injury, that | 
he immediately pafled cenfures againft the king, citing 
him and all his adherents to appear in Rome within niaety 
days, in order to an{wer for their crimes: If they failed, King ex- 
he excommunicated them; deprived the king of hisSommv™' 
crown; layed the kingdom under an interdi€@t; declared __ 
his iflue by Anne Boleyn illegitimate ; diffolved all leagues 
which any catholic princes had made with him; gave 
his kingdom to any invader ; commanded the nobility to 
take arms againft him; freed his fubjects from all oaths 
of allegiance ; cut off their commerce with foreign ftates; 
and declared it lawful for any one to feize them, to make 
flaves of their perfons, and to convert their effects to his 
own ufe'. But though thefe cenfures were pafled, they 
were not at that time openly denounced: The pope de- 
layed the publication, till he fhould find an agreement 
with England. entirely defperate ; and till the emperor, 
who was at that time hard preffed by the Turks and the 
proteftant princes in Germany, fhould be in a condition 
to carry the fentence into execution, 

Tue king knew that he might expect any injury, 
which it fhould be in Charles’s power to inflict; and he 
therefore made it the chief object of his policy to incapa- 
citate that monarch from wreaking his refentment upon 
him". He renewed his friendfhip with Francis, and 
opened negociations for marrying ‘his infant-daughter, 
Elizabeth, with the duke of Angouleme, third fon of 
Francis. Thefe two menarchs alfo made advances to the 
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€ H A P. princes of the proteftant league in Germany, ever jealous 
XXXI, a4 ees 

i of the emperor’s ambition: And Henry, befides remitting 
4535 them fome money, fent Fox, bifhop of Hereford, as Fran- 
cis did Bellay, lord of Langley; to treat with them. But 
during the firft fervours of the reformation, an agreement 

in theological tenets was held, as well as a union of 
interefts, to be effential to a good correfpondencé among 

ftates ; and though both Francis and Henry flattered the 
German princes with hopes of their embracing the con< 

feffion of Augfbourg, it was looked upori as a bad fymp- 

tom of the fincerity that they exercifed fuch extremé 
rigour againft all preachers of the reforrnation in their 
refpective dominions *. Henry carried the feint fo far; 

that, while he thought himfelf the firft theologian in the 
world, he yet invited over Melanéthon, Bucer, Sturmius, 
Draco, and other German divines, that they might con- 

fer with him, and inftru& him in the foundation of theit 
tenets. Thefe theologians were now of great importance 

in the world; and no poet or philofopher, even in ancient 
Greece, where they were treated with moft refpect, had 

ever reached equal applaufe and admiration with thofe 
wretched compofers of metaphyfical polemics. The 
German princes told the king, that they could not 

{pare their divines; and as Henry had no hopes of agree= 

ment with fuch zealous difputants, and knew that in 
Germany the followers of Luther would not aflociate with 

the difciples of Zuinglius, becaufe, though they agreed 

in every thing elfe, they differed in fome minute particu- 

lars with regard to the eucharift, he was the more indif= 

ferent on account of this refufal. He could alfo forefee, 

that, even while the league of Smalkalde did not aé in 
concert with him, they would always be carried by their 
interefts to oppofe the emperor: And the hatred between 
Francis and that monarch was fo inveterate, that he 
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deemed himfelf fure of a fincere ally in one or other of © nee 
thefe potentates. , 


Durinc thefe negociations an incident happened in 1536. 

England, which promifed a more amicable conclufion of 

thofe difputes, and feemed even to open the way for a re-~ 
conciliation between Henry and Charles. Queen Ca- 
therine was feized with a lingering illnefs, which at laft 
brought her to her grave: She died at Kimbolton in the 6th Jan. 
county of Huntingdon, in the fiftieth year of her age. paar 
A little before fhe expired, fhe wrote a very tender letter therine. 
to the king; in which fhe gave him the appellation of 

ber moft dear Lord, King, and Hufband. She told him, 

that, as the hour of her death was now approaching, fhe 

laid hold of this laft opportunity to inculcate on him the 
importance of his religious duty, and the comparative 
emptinefs of all human grandeur and enjoyment: That 
though his fondnefs towards thefe perifhable advantages 

had thrown her into many calamities, as well as created 

to himfelf much trouble, fhe yet forgave him all paft in- 
juries, and hoped that his pardon would be ratified in 
heaven: And that fhe had no other requeft to make, than 

to recommend to him his daughter, the fole pledge of 

their loves ; and to crave his protectien for her maids and 
fervants. She concluded with thefe words, J make this 


vow, that mine eyes defire you above all things*. ‘The king 
was touched even to the fhedding of tears, by this laft 
tender proof of Catherine’s affeGtion ; but queen Anne is 
faid to have exprefled her joy for the death of a rival be- 
yond what decency or humanity could permit ¥. 

THE emperor thought, that, as the demife of his aunt 
had removed all foundation of perfonal animofity between 
him and Henry, it might not now be impoffible to de- 
tach him from the alliance of France, and to renew his 
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CH & P. own confederacy with England, from which he had formes 
' — ) ly reaped fo much advantage. He fent Henry propofals for 
153 a returii to ancient amity, upon thefe conditions 7; that 
he fhould be recdnciled to the fee of Rome, that he fhould 

affift him in his war with the Turk, and that he fhould 

take part with him againft Francis, who now threatened 

the dutchy of Milan. The king replied, that he wag 

willing to be on good terms with the emperor, provided 

that prince would acknowledge, that the former breach of 
friendfhip came entirely from himfelf: As to the condi- 

tions propofed; the proceedings againft the bifhop of 

Rome were fo juft; and fo fully ratified by tlie parliament 


of England, that they could not now be revoked ; when 
Chriftian princes fhould have fettled peace among them- 
felves, he would not fail to exert that vigour; which bes 
came him, againft the enemies ‘of the faith; and aftet 
amity with the emperor was once fully reftored, he fhould 
then be in a fituation, as a common friend both to him 
and Francis, either to mediate an agreement between 
them, or to affift the injured party. 


WHat rendered Henry more indifferent to the ade 
vances made by the emperor, was, both his experience 
of the ufual duplicity and infincerity of that monarch; 
and the intelligence which. he received of the prefent tranf 
actions in Europe. Francis Sforza, duke of Milan, had 
died without iffue ; and the emperor maintained, that the 
dutchy, being a fief of the empire, was devolved to himy 
as head of the Germanic body: not to give umbrage; 


however to the ftates of Italy, he profefled his ittention 
of beftowing that principality on fome prince; whofhould 
be obnoxious to no party; and he even made. offer -of it, 
to the duke of Angouleme, third fon of Francis, The 
French monarch, who pretended that his own right to 
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Milan was now revived upon Sforza’s death, was conterit pte P, 
to fubftitute his fecond fon, the duke of Orleans; in his rele 
place; and the emperor pretended to clofe with this pro- 1536 
pofal, But his fole intention in that liberal conceffion 
was to gain time;.till he fhould put himfelf in a warlike 
pofture, and be able to carry an invafion into Francis’s 
dominions. The ancient enmity between thefe princes 
broke out anew in bravadoes, and in perfonal infults on 
each other, ill-becoming perfons of their rank, and ftill 
lefs fuitable to men.of fuch unqueftioned bravery. Charles 
foon after “invaded Provence in perfon, with an army of 
fifty thoufand men; but met with no fuccefs, His 
army perifhed with ficknefs, fatigue, famine; and other 
difafters ; and he was obliged to raife the fiege of Mar- 
feilles, and retire into Italy with the broken remains of 
his forces. An army of Imperialifts, near 30,000 ftrong, 
which invaded France on the fide of the Netherlands; 
and laid fiege to Peronne, made no greater progrefs, but 
retired upon the approach of a French army. And Henry 
had thus the fatisfaction to find, both that his ally, Fran- 
cis, was likely to fupport himfelf without foreign affiftance, 
and that his own tranquillity was fully enfured by thefe 
violent wars and animofities on the continent, 

IF any inquietude remained with the Englifh court, it 
was folely occafioned by the ftate of affairs in Scotland, 
James, hearing of the dangerous fituation of his ally, 
Francis, generoufly levied fome forces; and embarking 
them on board veflels, which he had hired for that pur= 
pofe, landed them fafely in France. He even went over 
in perfon ; and making hafte to join the camp of the 
French king, which then lay in Provence, and to partake 
of his danger, he met that prince at Lyoris; who, having 
repulfed the emperor, was now returning to his capital, 
Recommended by fo agreeable and feafonable an inftance of 
friendfhip, the king of Scots paid his addreffes to Magdalen, 

Vou. IV. L daughter 
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cH 4 P. daughter of the French monarch; and this prince had 


XXXI. 


i, no other objection to the: match, than what arofe from 


1535. 


the infirm ftate of his daughter’s health, which feemed 
to threaten her with an approaching end. But James 
having gained the affections of the princefs, and ob- 
tained her confent, the father would no longer oppofe 
the united defires of his daughter and his friend : They 
were accordingly married, and foon after fet fail for 
Scotland, where the young queen, as was forefeen, 
died in a little time after her arrival, Francjs, however, 
was afraid, left his ally, Henry, whom he likewife 
looked on as his friend, and who lived with him on a 
more cordial footing than is ufual among great prin- 
ces, fhould be difpleafed, that this clofe confederacy be= 
tween France and Scotland was concluded without his par- 
ticipation. He therefore difpatched Pommeraye to Lon- 
don, in order to apologize for this meafure; but Henry, 
with his ufual opennefs and freedom, exprefled fuch dif- 
pleafure, that he refufed even to confer with the ambaf- 
fador ; and Francis was apprehenfive of a rupture with a 
prince, who regulated his meafures more by humour and 
paftion than by the rules of political prudence. But the 
king was fo fettered by the oppofition, in which he was 
engaged againft the pope and the emperor, that he pur 
fued no farther this difguft againft Francis; and in the 
end every thing remained in tranquillity both on the fide 
of France and of Scotland. 

Tue domeftic peace of England feemed to be expofed 
to more hazard, by the violent innovations in réligion ; 
and it may be afirmed, that, in this dangerous conjunc- 
ture, nothing enfured public tranquillity fo much as the 
decifive authority acquired by the king, and his great 
afcendant over all his fubjects. Not only the devotion 
paid to the crown, was profound during that age: The 
perfonal refpect, infpired by Henry, was confiderable ; 
and 
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and even the terrors, with which he over-awed every one, ae 
were not attended with any confiderable degree of hatred. ee me 
His franknefs, his fincerity, his magnificence, his gene- 153% 
rolity, were virtues which counterbalanced his violence, : 
cruelty, and impetuofity. And the important rank, which 

his vigour, more than his addrefs, acquired him in all fo- 

reign negociations, flattered the vanity of Englifhmen, and 

made them the more willingly endure thofe domettic hard= 

. fhips, to which they were expoied, The king, confcious 

of his advantages, was now proceeding to the moft dans 

gerous exercile of his authority ; and after paving the way 

for that meature by feveral preparatory expedients, he was 

at lait determined to fupprefs the monafteries, and to put 

himfelf in pofleffion of their ample revenues, 

THE great encreafe of monafteries, if matters be cons 
fidered merely in a political light, will appear the radical 
inconvenience of the catholic religion; and every other 
difadvantage, attending that communion, feems to havé 
an infeparable connection.with thefe religious inftitutions, 
Papal ufurpations, the tyranny of the inquifition, the 
multiplicity of holidays; all thefe fetters on liberty and 
induftry were ultimately derived from the authority and 
infinuation of monks, whofe habitations, being eftablithed 
every where, proved fo many feminaries of fuperftition 
and of folly. This order of men was extremely enraged 
againft Henry ; and regarded the abolition of the papal 
authority in England, as the removal of the fole protec= 
tion, which’ they enjoyed, againft the rapacity of the 
crown and of the courtiers. “They were now fubjected to 
the king’s vifitation ; the fuppofed facrednefs of their bulls 
from Rome was rejected ; the progrefs of the reformation 
abroad, which had every where been attended with the 
abolition of the monaftic orders, gave them reafon to appre 
hend like confequences in England ; and though the king 
ftill maintained the dodtrine of purgatory, to which moft 
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C AAP. of the convents owed their origin and fupport, it was 
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_.— forefeen, that, in the progrefs of the conteft, he would 


1536. 


every day be led to depart wider from ancient inftitutions, 
and be drawn nearer the tenets of the reformers, with 
whom his political interefts naturally induced him te 
unite. Moved by thefe confiderations, the friars em- 
ployed all their influence to enflame the people againft 
the king’s government ; and Henry, finding their fafety 
irreconcilable with his own, was determined to feize 
the prefent opportunity, and utterly defiroy his declared 
enemies, 

CroMwEL, fecretary of ftate, had been appointed 
vicar-general, or vicegerent, a new office, by which the 
king’s fupremacy, or the abfolute, uncontroulable power, 
afflumed over the church, was delegated to him. He em- 
ployed Layton, London, Price, Gage, Petre, Bellafis, and 
others, as commiffioners, who carried on, every where, a 
rigorous enquiry with regard to the conduct and deport- 
ment of all the friars. During times of faction, efpe- 
cially of the religious kind, no equity is to be expected 
from adverfaries; and as it was known, that the king’s 
intention in this vifitation was to find a pretence for abo- 
lifhing monafteries, we may naturally conclude, that the 
reports of the commiffioners.are very little to be relied on. 
Friars were encouraged to bring in informations agaiaft 
their brethren; the flighteft evidence was credited ; and 
even the calumnies, f{pread abroad by the friends of the 
reformation, were regarded as grounds of proof. Mon- 
ftrous diforders are therefore faid to have been found tn 
many of the religious houfes : Whole convents of women 
abandoned to lewdnefs : Signs of abortions procured, of 
infants murdered, of unnatural lufts between perfons of 
the fame fex. It is indeed probable, that the blind fub- 
miffion of the people, during thofe ages, would render the 
friars and nuns more unguarded, and more diffolute, than 


they 
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they are in any Roman Catholic country at prefent: But C ah P. 
, expen haat : ¥XX!. 
till, the reproaches, which it is fafeft to credit, are fuch, J 

as point at vices, naturally connected with the very infti- 1536. 


tution of convents, and with the monaftic life. The 
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cruel and inveterate factions and quarrels, therefore, which 
the commiffioners mentioned, are very credible among 
men, who, being confined together within the fame walls, 
never can forget their mutual animofities, and who, being 
cut off from all the moft endearing conneCtions of na- 
ture, are commonly curfed with hearts more felfith, and 
tempers more unrelenting, than fall to the fhare of other 
men. ‘The pious frauds, practifed to encreafe the devo- 
tion and liberality of the people, may -be regarded as cer 
tain, in an order founded on illufions, lies, and fupertti- 
tion, The fupine idlenefs alfo, and its attendant, pro- 
found ignorance, with which the convents were reproach- 
ed, admit of no queftion ; and though monks were the 
true prefervers, as well as inventors, of the dreaming and 
captious philofophy of the fchools, no manly or elegant 
knowledge could be expected among men, whofe lives, 
condemned to a tedious uniformity, and deprived of all 
emulation, afforded nothing to raife the mind, or culti- 
vate the genius. 

SOME few monatteries, terrified with this rigorous in- 
quifition carried on by Cromwel and his commiffioners, 
furrendered their revenues into the king’s hands; and the 
monks received {mall penfions as the reward of their ob- 
fequioufnefs. Orders were given to difmifs fuch nuns 
and friars as were below four and twenty, whofe vows 
were, on that account, fuppofed not to be binding. The 
doors of the convents were opened, even to fuch as 
were above that age; and every one recovered his liberty 
who defired it. But as all thefe expedients did not fully 
anfwer the king’s purpofe, he had recourfe to his ufual 
inftrument of power, the parliament ; and in arder to 
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innovations projected, the report of 
ished, and a general horror was en- 


deavoured to be excited in the nation againft inftitutions, 


which, to their anceftors, had been the objects of the moft 


profound veneration. 


THE king, though determined utterly to abolifh the 
monaitic order, refolved to proceed gradually in this 


great work ; and he gave directions to the parliament to 


go no further at ‘prejent, than to fupprefs the lefler mo- 


nafteries, which poffefled revenues below two hundred 


pounds a year*, 


Thefe were found to be the moft cor- 


rupted, as lying lefs under the reftraint of fhame, and 
being expofed to lefs ferutiny »; and it was deemed fafeft 
to begin with them, and thereby prepare. the way for the 


greater innovations projected. 


By this aé& three hundred 


and feventy-fix monafteries were fupprefled, and their re- 


amounting to thirty-two thoufand pounds a year, 


were granted to the king; befides their goods, chattels, 


and plate, computed at a hundred thoufand pounds more ¢, 


It does not appear, that any oppofition was made to this 
important law: So abfolute was Heriry’s authority! A 
court, called the court of augmentation of the king’s re- 
venue, was erected for the management of thefe funds. 
‘The people naturally concluded, from this circumftance, 
that Henry intended to proceed in defpoiling the church 
ef her patrimony 4, 

Tue act formerly pafled, empowering the king to name 
thirty-two commiflioners for framing a body of canon- 
Jaw, was renewed ; but the project was never carried into 
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© It is pretended, fee Hollingthed, p. 939, that ten thoufand monks were 


turned out on the diffolution of the leffer monafteries, 


If fo, moft of them 


guft haye been Mendicants: For the revenne could not have fupported near 
that number, The Mendicants, no doubt, fill continued their former pro- 


feffiod, 
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execution. 
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execution. Henry thought, that the prefent perplexity of et Bx 
that law encreafed his authority, and kept the clergy in shoal 
ftill greater dependance. 15366 

FARTHER progrefs was made in completing the union 
of Wales with England: The feparate jurifdiGions of fes 
veral great lords or marchers, as they were called, which 
obftructed the courfe of juftice in Wales, and encouraged 
robbery and pillaging, were abolifhed; and the authority 
of the king’s courts was extended every where. Some 
jurifdictions of a like nature in England were alfo abo- 
lithed © this feffion. 

THE commons, fenfible that they had gained nothing 
by oppofing the king’s will, when he formerly endeavoured 
to fecure the profits of wardfhips and liveries, were now * 
contented to frame a law‘, fuch as he dictated to them. 

It was enacted, that the poffeffion of land fhall be ad- 
judged to be in thofe who have the ufe of it, not in thofe 
to whom it is transferred in truft. 

AFTER all thefe laws were pafled, the king diffolved 
the parliament; a parliament memorable, not only for the 14th April. 
great and important innovations which it introduced, but 
alfo for the long time it had fitten, and the frequent pro- 
rogations which it had undergone. Henry had found it fo 
obfequious to his will, that he did not chufe, during thofe 
religious ferments, to hazard a new election; and he con- 
tinued the fame parliament above fix years: A practice, 
at that time, unufual in England. 

THE convocation, which fat during this feffion, was 4 convo- 
engaged in a very important work, the deliberating on the “ation 
new tranflation which was projected of the fcriptures. 

The tranflation given by Tindal, though correéted by 
himfelf in a new edition, was {till complained of by the 
clergy, as inaccurate and unfaithful ; and it was now 
propofed to them, that they fhould themfelves publifh 
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cee, P. a tranflation, which would not be liable to thofe objecs 


\ hetigepecaed SIONS, 

1536, THE friends of the reformation aflerted, that nothing 
could be more abfurd than to canceal, in an unknown 
tongue, the word of God itfelf, and thus to countera@ 


the will of heaven, which, for the purpofe of univerfal 


falvation, had publifhed that falutary dodtrine to all na- 
tions: That if this practice were not very abfurd, the ar- 
tifice at leaft was very grofs, and proved a confcioufnefs, 


»~ 


that the gloffes and traditions of the clergy {tood in direct 
oppolitioh to the original text, dictated by Supreme In- 
telligence: ‘hat it was now neceflary for the people, fo 
long abufed by interefted pretenfions, to fee with their 
own eyes, and to examine whether the claims of the ec- 
clefiaftics were founded on that charter, which was on all 
hands acknowledged to be derived from heaven: Arid 
that, as a fpirit of refearch and curiofity was happily 
revived, and men were now obliged to make a choice 
among the contending doétrines of different fects, the 


proper materials for decifion, and above all, the holy 


{criptures, fhould be fet. before them; and the revealed 


will of God, which the change of language had fome- 
what obfcured, be again, by their means, revealed to 
mankind, 

Tue. favourers of the ancient religion maintained, on 
the other hand, that the pretence of making the people 
fee with their own eyes, was a mere cheat, and was itfelf 
a very grofs artifice, by which the new preachers hoped 


to obtain the guidance of them,.and to feduce them from 
thofe paftors, whom the laws, whom ancient eftablith- 
ments, whom heaven itfelf had appointed for their {piritual 
direction: ‘That the people were, by their ignorance, 
their ftupidity, their neceflary avocations, totally unqua- 
lified to chufe their own principles ; and it was a mock- 
ery to fet materials before them, of which they could not 
. poflibly 
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pofibly make any proper ufe: That even in the affairsC So 
of common life, and in their temporal concerns, which eel 
Jay more within the compafs of human reafon, the laws 153% 
had, in a great meafure, deprived them of the right of 
private judgment, and had, happily for their own and the 
public intereft, regulated their conduét and behaviour : 
That theological queftions were placed far beyond the 
{phere of vulgar comprehentions ; and ecclefiaftics them- 
felves, though affifted by all the advantages of education, 
erudition, and an affiduous ftudy of the fcience, could not 
be fully aflured of a juft decifion ; except by the promife 
made them in fcripture, that God would be ever prefent 
with his church, and that the gates of hell fhould not 
prevail againft her: That the grofs errors, adopted by the 
wifeft heathens, proved how unfit men were to grope their 
own way, through this profound darknefs; nor would 
the {criptures, if trufted to every man’s judgment, be able 
to remedy ; on the contrary, they would much augment, 
thofe fatal illufions: That facred writ itfelf was involved 
in fo much obfcurity, gave rife to fo many difficulties, 
contained fo many appearing contradictions, that it was 
the moft dangerous weapon, that could be entrufted into * 
the hands of the ignorant and giddy multitude: That the 
poetical ftyle, in which a great part of it was compofed, 
at the fame time. that it occafioned uncertainty in the 
fenfe, by its multiplied tropes and figures, was fufficient 
to kindle the zeal of fanaticifm, and thereby throw civil 
fociety into the moft furious cumbuftion: That a thou- 
fand fects muft arife, which would pretend, each of them, 
to derive its tenets from the fcripture; and would be able, 
by {pecious arguments, or even without fpecious argu- 
ments, to feduce filly women and ignorant mechanics, 
into a belief of the moft monftrous principles : And that 
if ever this diforder, dangerous to the magiftrate himfelf, 
received a remedy, it muft be from the tacit acquiefcence 

of 
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Pao of the people in fome new authority ; and it was evie 

.__. -_/ dently better, without farther conteft or enquiry, to ad. 

4536 here peaceably to ancient, and therefore the more fecure, 
eftablifhments, 

TuEsE latter arguments, ‘being more agreeable to ec- 
clefiaftical governments, would probably have prevailed 
in the convocation, had it not been for the authority of 
Cranmer, Latimer, and fome other bifhops, who were 
fuppofed to fpeak the king’s fenfe of the matter. A vote 
was pafled for publifhing a new tranflation of the {erip- 
tures; and in three years’ time the work was finifhed, 
and printed at Paris. This was deemed a great point 
gained by the reformers, and a confiderable advancement 
of their caufe, Farther progrefs was foon expeéted, after 
fuch important fuccefles, 

Bur while the retainers to the new religion were ex- 
ulting in their profperity, they met with a mortification, 
which feemed to blaft all their hopes: Their patronefs, 
Anne Boleyn, poffefled no longer the king’s favour ; and 
foon after loft her life, by the rage of that furious mo- 

Difgrace of March. Henry had perfevered in his love to this lady, 
queenAnne, during fix years that his profecution of the divorce lafted ; 
and the more obftacles he met with to the gratification of 

his paffion, the more determined zeal did he exert in 
purfuing his purpofe. But the affection, which had fub- 

fitted, and ftill encreafed, under difficulties, had not 

Jong attained fecure pofleffion of its object, when it 
Janguifhed from fatiety ; and the king’s heart was appa- 

rently eftranged from his confort. Anne’s enemies foon ° 
perceived the fatal change; and they were forward to 

widen the breach, when they found that they incurred 

no danger by interpofing in thofe delicateconcerns. She 

phad been delivered of a dead fon; and Henry’s extreme 
fondnefs for male iffue being thus, for the prefent, dif- 
appointed, his temper, equally violent and fuperftitious, 

was 
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was difpofed to make the innocent mother anfwerable for © 4 mA, 
the misfortune*. But the chief means which Anne’s 
enemies employed to inflame the king againft her, was 153% 
his jealoufy. 

ANNE, though fhe appears to have been entirely inno- 
cent, and even virtuous, in her conduct, had a certain 
gaiety, if not levity, of character, which threw her off 
her guard, and made her lefs circumfpect than her fitua- 
tion required, Her education in France rendered her the 
more prone to thofe freedoms; and it was with difficulty 
fhe conformed herfelf to that ftri&t ceremonial, practifed 
in the court of England. More vain than haughty, the 
was pleafed to fee the influence of her beauty on al] around 
her, and fhe indulged herfelf in an eafy familiarity with 
perfons, who were formerly her equals, and who might 
then have pretended to her friendfhip and good graces; 
Henry’s dignity was offended with thefe popular man- 
ners ; and though the lover had been entirely blind, the 
hufband poflefled but too quick difcernment and penetra- 
tion. IJ] inftruments interpofed, and put a malignant 
interpretation on the harmlefs liberties of the queen: The 
vifcountefs of Rocheford, in particular, who was married 
to the queen’s brother, but who lived on bad terms with 
her fifter-in-law, infinuated the moft cruel fufpicions in- 
to the king’s mind; and as fhe was a woman of a profli- 
gate character, fhe paid no regard either to truth or hu- 
manity in thofe calumnies which fhe fuggefted. She 
pretended, that her own hufband was engaged in a cri- 
minal correfpondence with his fifter; and not content 
with this imputation, fhe poifoned every aGtion of the 
queen’s, and reprefented each inftance of fayour, which 
fhe conferred on any one, as a token of affection. Henry 
Norris, groom of the ftole, Wefton and Brereton, 
gentlemen of the king’s chamber, together with Mark 
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Smeton, groom of the chamber, were obferved to poflefs 


we —— Much of the queen’s fr hip; and they ferved her with 


2536, 


a zeal and Ode which, though chiefly derived 


from gratitude, might not improbably be feafoned with 


fome mixture of tendernefs for fo amiable a_princefs, 


The king’s jealoufy laid hold of the flighteft circum~ 
ftance; and finding no particular object on which it 
could faften, it vented itfelf ‘equally on every one that 
came within the verge of its fury. 

Hap Henry’s jealoufy been derived from love, though 
it might on a fudden have proceeded to the moft violent 
extremities, it would have been fubject to many remorfes 
and contrarieties ; and might at laft have ferved only to 
augment that affeGion, on which it was founded. But 
it was more a ftern jealoufy, foftered entirely by pride: 
His love was transferred to another object... Jane, daugh- 
ter of. Sir John Seymour, and maid of honour ‘to the 
queen, a young Jady of fingular beauty and merit, had 
obtained an entire afcendant over him; and he was de- 
terrmined to facrifice every thing to the gratification of 
this new appetite. Unlike to moft monarchs, who judge 
lightly of the crime of gallantry, and who deem the 
young damfels of their court rather honoured than dif 
graced by their paffion, he feldom thought of any other 
attachment than that of marriage ; and in order to. at- 
tain this end, he underwent more difficulties, and commit- 
ted greater_crimes, than thofe which he fought to avoid, 
by forming that legal connexion, And having thus en- 
tertained the defign of raifing his new miftrefs to his bed 
and throne, he more willingly hearkened to every fugge- 
ftion, which threw any imputation of guilt on the unfor- 
tunate Anne Boleyn. 

Tue king’s jealoufy firft appeared Seenie in a tilting 
at Baisacnsich: where the queen happened to drop her 
handkerchief; an incident probably cafual, but inter- 

preted 
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preted by him as an inftance of gallantry to fome of her Oe P. 
paramours », He immediately retired from the place ;~—— 
fent orders to.confine her to her chamber; arrefted Nor= £536 


ris, Brereton, Wefton, and Smeton, together with her 
brother, Rocheford ; and threw them into prifon.. The 
queen, aftonifhed at thefe inftances. of his fury, thought 
that he meant only to try her; but finding him in ear- 
neft, fhe reflected on his obftinate unrelenting fpirit, and 
fhe prepared herfelf for that melancholy doom, which 
was awaiting her. Next day, fhe was fent to the 
Tower; and on her way thither, fhe was informed of 
her fuppofed offences, of which fhe had hitherto been 
ignorant: She made earneft proteftations of her inno- 
cence; and when fhe entered the prifon, fhe fell on her 
knees, and prayed God fo to help her, as fhe was not 
guilty of the crime imputed to her. Her furprife and 
confufion threw her into hyfterical diforders ; and in that 
fituation, fhe thought that the beft proof of her inno- 
cence was to make an entire confeflion, and fhe revealed 
fome indifcretions and levities, which her fimplicity had 
equally betrayed her to commit and toavow. She owned, 
that fhe had once rallied Norris on his delaying his mar- 
riage, and had told him, that he probably expected her, 
when fhe fhould be a widow: She had reproved Wefton, 
fhe faid, for his affection to a kinfwoman of hers, and 
his indifference towards his wife: But he told her, that 
fhe had miftaken the object of his affeCtion, for it was 
herfelf: Upon which, fhe defied him‘. She affirmed, 
that Smeton had never been in her chamber but twice, 
when he played on the harpfichord: But fhe acknow- 
ledged, that he had once had the boldnefs to tell her, 
that a look fuficed him. The king, inftead of being 
fatished with the candour and fincerity of her confeffion, 
regarded thefe indifcretions only as preludes to greater 
and more criminal intimacies: 


bh Burnet, vol. i. p. 193. i Strype, vol, i. p. 281.6 
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OF all thofe multitudes, whom the beneficence of the 
’s temper had obliged, during her profperous for= 
tune, no one durft interpofe between her and the king’s 
fury; and the perfon, whofe advancement every breath 
had favoured, and every countenance had fmiled upon, 
was now left neglected and abandoned. Even her uncle, 
the duke of Norfolk, preferring the connexions of party to 
the ties of blood, was become her moft dangerous enemy $ 
and all the retainers to the catholic religion hoped, that 
her death would terminate the king’s quarrel with Rome, 
and leave him again to his natural and early bent, which 
had inclined him to maintain the moft intimate union 
with the apoftolic fee. Cranmer alone, of all the queen’s 
adherents, {till retained his friendfhip for her; and, as 
far as the king’s impetuofity permitted him, he endeas 
voured to moderate the violent prejudices, entertained 
againft her, 

THE queen herfelf wrote Henry a letter from the 
Tower, full of the mof tender expoftulations, and of 
the warmeft proteftations of innocence*, This Jetter 
had no influence on the unrelenting mind of Henry, 
who was determined to pave the way for his new mar- 
riage by the death of Anne Boleyn. Norris, Wefton, 
Brereton, and Smeton, were tried; but no legal evi- 
dence was produced againft them. The chief proof of 
their guilt confifted in a hear-fay from one lady Wing- 
field, who was dead. Smeton was prevailed on, by the 
vain hopes of life, to confefs a criminal corre{pondence 
with the queen!; but even her enemies expected little 
advantage from this confeffion: For they never dared to 
confront him with her; and he was immediately exes 
cuted ; as were alfo Brereton and Wefton. ‘Norris had 
been much in the king’s favour ; and an offer of life was 
made him, if he would confefs his crime, and accufe 


& See note [G] at the end of the volume. 1 Burnet, vol, i, p. 202 
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the queen: But he generoufly rejected the. propofal ; and oe P, 
faid, that in his confcience he believed her entirely guilt-_ oy 
lefs: But, for his part, he could accufe her of nothing, 1536 
and he would rather die a thoufand deaths than calum- 

niate an-innocent perfon. 

Tue queen and her brother were tried by a jury of Her trials 
peers, confifting of the duke of Suffolk, the marquis of 
Exeter, the earl of Arundel, and twenty-three more: 
Their uncle, the duke of Norfolk, prefided as high 
fteward. Upon what proof or pretence the crime of 
inceft was imputed to them is unknown: The chief evi- 
dence, it is faid, amounted to no more than that Roche- 
ford had been feen to lean on her bed before fome com- 
pany. Part of the charge againft her was, that fhe had 
afarmed to her minions, that the king never had her 
heart; and had faid to each of them apart, that fhe loved 
him better than any perfon whatfoever: Which was ta 
the flander of the iffue begotten between the king and her. By 
this {trained interpretation, her guilt was brought under 
the ftatute of the 25th of this reign; in which it was 
declared criminal to throw any flander upon the king, 
queen, or their iffue. Such palpable abfurdities were, 
at that time, admitted; and they were regarded by the 
peers of England as a fufficient reafon for facrificing an 
innocent queen to the cruelty of their tyrant. Though 
unaflifted by counfel, fhe defended herfelf with prefence 
of mind; and the {fpectators could not forbear pro- 
nouncing her entirely innocent. Judgment, however, 
was given by the court, both againft the queen and lord 
Rocheford ; and her verdi&t contained, that fhe fhould 
be ‘burned or beheaded at the king’s pleafure. When 
this dreadful fentence was pronounced, fhe was not ter- 
rified, but lifting up her hands to heaven, faid, * O, 

«© Father! O, Creator! thou who art the way, the 
“‘ truth, and the life, thou knoweft that I have not 
2 ** deferved 
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CH AP. deferved this fate.” And then turning.to the 


XXXII, 


W+,—— judges, made the moft pathetic declarations of her in- 


1536. 


and execu- 
tion. 


nocence. 

Henry, not fatisfied with this cruel vengeance, was 
refolved entirely to annul his marriage with Anne Boleyn, 
and to declare her iffue illegitimate: He recalled to his 
memory, that, a little after her appearance in the Englifh 
court, fome attachment had been acknowledged between 
her and the earl of Northumberland, then. lord Pietcy ; 
and he now queftioned the nobleman with regard to thefe 
engagements. Northumberland teok an oath before the 
two archbifhops, that no contract or promife of marriage 
had ever pafled between them: He received the facra- 
ment upon it, before the duke of Norfolk and others of 
the privy council; and this folemn act he accompanied 
with the moft folemn proteftations of veracity™. The 
queen, however, was fhaken by menaces of executing 
the fentence againft her in its greateft rigour, and was 
prevailed on to confefs in court, fome lawful impediments 
to her marriage with the king". The afflicted primate, 
who fat as judge, thought himfelf obliged by this con- 
feflion, to pronounce the marriage null and invalid. 
Henry, in the tranfports of his fury, did not perceive 
that his proceedings were totally inconfiftent, and that, 
if her marriage were, from the beginning, invalid, fhe 
could not poffibly be guilty of adultery. 


THE queen now prepared for fuffering the death to 
which fhe was fentenced. She fent her laft meflage to 
the king, 


owed him, in thus uniformly continuing his endeavours 


and acknowledged the obligations which fhe 


for her advancement: From a private gentlewoman, fhe 

faid, he had firft made her a marchionefs, then a queeti, 

and now, fince he could raife her no higher in this 

world, he was fending her to be a faint in heaven. She 
m Herbert, p. 334. @ Heylin, p. 94. 

then 
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then renewed the proteftations of her irino¢ente, and ae ray P. 
commended her daughter to his care. Before the lieu-_-_U 
tenant of the Tower, and all who approached her, fhe 153° 
made the like declarations: and continued to behave her-= 

felf with her ufual ferenity, and even with chearfulnefs, 

** The executioner,” fhe faid to the lieutenant, ‘is, I 

*¢ hear, very expert; and my neck is very flender:” 

Upon which fhe grafped it in her hand, and fmiled. 

When brought, however, to the fcaffold, the foftened her 19th May. 
tone a little with regard to her proteftations of innocence, 

She probably teflected, that the obftinacy of queen Cathe- 

rine, and her oppofition to the king’s will,-had much 
alienated him from the lady Mary: Her own maternal 
concern, therefore, for Elizabeth, prevailed in thefe laft 
moments over that indignation, which the unjuft fen= 

tence, by which fhe fuffered, naturally excited in her, 

She faid, that fhe was come to die, as fhe was fentenced, 

by the law: She would accufe none, nor fay any thing 

of the ground upon which fhe was judged. She prayed 
heartily for the king; called him a moft merciful and 

gentle prince; and acknowledged, that he had always 

been to her. a good and gracious fovereign; and if any 

one fhould think proper to canvafs her caufe, fhe defired 

him to judge the befto, She was beheaded by the exe-~ 
cutioner of Calais, who was fent for as more expert 

than anyin England. Her body was negligently thrown 

into a common cheft of elm-tree, made to hold arrows ; 

and was buried in the Tower. 

THE innocence of this unfortunate queen cannot rea- 
fonably be called in queftion. Henry himfelf, in the 
violence of his rage, knew not whom to accufe as her 
lover ; and though he imputed guilt to her brother, and 
four perfons more, he was able to bring proof againft 
none of them, The whole tenour of her condu& for- 
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C H A P. bids us to afcribe to her an abandoned character, fuch as 


XXXII. 


——-— is implied in the king’s accufation; Had fhe been fo 
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3th June. 
A parlia- 
ment. 


loft to all prudence and fenfe of fhame, fhe muft have 
expofed herfelf to detection, and afforded her enemies 
fome evidence againft her. But the king made the moft 
effe€tual apology for her, by marrying Jane Seymour the 
very day after her execution ?. His impatience to gra- 
tify this new paffion caufed him to forget all regard to 
decency ; and his cruel heart was not foftened a moment 
by the bloody cataftrophe. of a perfon, who had fo long 
been the object of his moft tender affections. 

Tue lady Mary thought the death of her ftep-mother 
a proper opportunity for reconciling herfelf to the king, 
who, belides other caufes of difguft, had been offended 
with her, on account of the part which fhe had taken in 
her mother’s quarrel. Her advances were not at firft ree 
ceived ; and Henry exaéted from her fome farther proofs 
of fubmifion and obedience: He required this young 
princefs, then about twenty years of age, to adopt his 
theological tenets; to acknowledge his fupremacy ; to 
renounce the pope; and to own her mother’s marriage to 
be unlawful and inceftuous. ‘Thefe points were of hard 
digeftion with the princefs ; but after fome delays, and 
even refufals, fhe was at laft prevailed on to write a letter 
to her father 4, containing her aflent to the articles re- 


quired of her: Upon which fhe was received into favour. 
But notwithftanding the return of the king’s affection to 
the iffue of his firft marriage, he divefted not himfelf of 
kindnefs towards the lady Elizabeth; and the new queen, 
who was bleft with a fingular fweetnefs of difpofition, 


difcovered ftrong proofs of attachment towards her. 


Tue trial and conviction of queen Anne, and the fub- 
fequent events, made it neceflary for the king to fummon 


p Ibidem, p. 297. q Burnet, vol. i. p. 207. Strype, vol. i. 
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a new parliament $ and he here, in his fpeech, made aC_H A P, 
merit to his people, that, notwithftanding the misfor- pas ee 
tunes attending his two former marriages; he had been 153% 
induced, for their good, to venture on a third. The 

{peaker received this profeffion with fuitable gratitude ; 

and he took thence occafion to praife the king for his 
wonderful gifts of grace and nature: He compared him, 

for juftice and prudence, to Solomon ; for ftrength and 
fortitude to Sampfon ; and for beauty and comelinefs to 
Abialom, The king very humbly replied, by the mouth 

of the chancellor, that he difavowed thefe praifes ; fince, 

if he were really poffefled of fuch endowments, they were 

the gift of Almighty God only. Henry found that the 
parliament was no lefs fubmiffive in deeds than complaifant 

in their expreffions, and that they would go the fame 

lengths as the former in gratifying even his moft lawlefs 

paffions. His’ divoree from Anne Boleyn was ratified * ; 


that queen, and all her accomplices, were attainted; the 
iffue of both his former marriages were declared illegiti- 
mate, and it was even made treafon to affert the legiti- 
macy of either of them; to throw any flander upon the 
prefent king, queen, or their iflue, was fubjeéted to the 
fame penalty; the crown was fettled on the king’s iffue 
by Jane Seymour, or any fubfequent wife; and in cafe 
he fhould die without children, he was impowered, by 
his will or letters patent, to difpofe of the crown: An 
enormous authority, efpecially when entrufted to a 
prince fo violent and capricious in his humour. Woho- 
ever, being required, refufed to anfwer upon oath to any 
article of this act of fettlement, was declared to be guilty 
of treafon ; and by this claufe a fpecies of political ine 

t The parliament, in annulling the king’s marriage with Anne Boleyn, 


gives this as a reafon, For that his highnefs had chofen to wife the excel- 
«* lent and virtuous lady Jane, who for her convenient years, excellent beauty, 


** and purenefs of ficfh and blood, would be apt, God willing, to conceive 
#6 }ffue by his highnefs,” 
M 2 quifition 
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Cc er, | Wilition was eftablifhed in the kingdom, as well as th’ 
i accufations of treafon multiplied to an unreafonable de 
1536 oree. ‘The king was alfo empowered to confer on any 
one, by his will or letters patent, any caftles, honours, 


liberties. or franchifes; words which might have been 
5 > fan) 


extended to the difmembering of the kingdom, by the 


erection of principalities and independant jurifdictions. 
It was alfo, by another act, made treafon to marry, 


without the king’s confent, any princefs related in the 
firft degree to the crown. This act was occafioned by 
the difcovery of a defign, formed by Thomas Howard, 
brother of the duke of Norfolk, to efpoufe the lady Mar- 
garet Douglas, niece to the king, by his fifter the queen 
of Scots and the earl of Angus. Howard, as well as the 
young lady, was committed to the ‘Tower. She reco- 
vered her liberty foon after; but he died in confinement. 
An aét of attainder pafled againft him this feffion of par- 
liament. 

ANOTHER acceffion was likewife gained to the authority 
of the crown: The king or any of his fucceflors was em- 


powered to repeal or annul, by letters patent, whatever 
at of parliament had been paffed before he was four and 
twenty years of age, Whoever maintained the authority 
of the bifhop of Rome, by word or writ, or endeavoured 


in any manner to reftore it in England, was fubjected to 
the penalty of a premunire; that is, his goods were for- 
feited, and he was put out of the protection of law. And 


any perfon who poileffed any office, ecclefiaftical or civils 
or received any grant or charter from the erown, and yet 


refufed: to renourice the pope by oath, was declared to be 
guilty.of treafon. The renunciation prefcribed runs in 
the ftyle of So help me God, all faints, and the holy evange- 
lifis’. The pope, hearing of Anne Boleyn’s difgrace and 
death, had hoped that the door was opened to a reconci+ 


liation, and had been making fome advances to Henry} 
> 28 Hen. VIII, ¢, 10, 


But 
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But this was the reception he met with. Henry was now ah AP, 


xi, 


become indifferent with regard to papal cenfures ; i 


finding a great encreafe of authority, as well as of revenue, 
to accrue from his quarrel with Rome, he was determined 
to perfevere in his prefent meafures. This parliament 
alfo, even more than any foregoing, convinced him how 
much he commanded the refpeét of his fubjects, and what 
confidence he might repofe in them. Though the elec- 
tions had been made on a fudden, without any prepara- 
tion or intrigue, the members difcovered an unlimited 
attachment to his perfon and government ¢. 

THE extreme camplaifance of the conyecation, which 
fat at the fame time with the parliament, encouraged him 
in his refolution of breaking entirely with the court of 
Rome. ‘There was fecretly a great divifion of fentiments 
in the minds of this aflembly ; and as the zeal of the re- 
formers had been augmented by fome late fuccefles, the 
refentment of the catholics was no lefs excited by their 
fears and lofles; But the authority of the king kept every 
one fubmiffive and filent ; and the new-aflumed preroga~ 
tive, the fupremacy, with whofe limits no one was fully 
acquainted, reftrained even the moft furious movements 
of theological rancour. Cromwel prefided as vicar-ge= 
neral ; and though the catholic party expected, that, on 
the fall of queen Anne, his authority would receive a 
great fhock, they were furprized to find him ftill maintain 
the fame credit as before. With the vicar-general con- 
curred Cranmer the primate, Latimer bifhop of Wor- 
cefter, Shaxton of Salifoury, Hilfey of Rochefter, Fox 
of Hereford, Barlow of St. David’s. The oppofite fac- 
tion was headed by Lee archbifhop of York, Stokefley 
bifhop of London, Tonftal of Durham, Gardiner of 
Winchefter, Longland of Lincoln, Sherbone of Chichef- 
ter, Nix of Norwich, and Kite of Carlifle, The former 
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party, by their oppofition to the pope, feconded the king’s 

ambition and love of power: The latter party, by main- 

taining the ancient theological tenets, were more con- 

formable to his fpeculative principles: And both of them 

had alternately the advantage of gaining on his humour, 

by which he was more governed than by either of thefe 
1otives. 

Tue church in general was averfe to the reformation; 
and the lower houfe of convocation framed a lift of opi- 
nions, in the whole fixty-feven, which they pronounced 
erroneous, and which was a collection of principles, fome 
held by the ancient Lollards, others by the modern pro- 
teftants, or Gofpellers, as they were fometimes called, 
Thefe opinions they fent to the upper houfe to be cen- 
fured ; but in the preamble of their reprefentation, they 
difcovered the fervile fpirit, by which they were governed, 
They faid, ‘* that they intended not to do or {peak any 
‘© thing which might be unpleafant to the king, whom 
‘*-they acknowledge their fupreme head, and whofe com- 
‘© mands they were refolved to obey; renouncing the 
‘* pope’s ufurped authority, with all his laws and inven- 
*¢ tions, now extinguifhed and abolifhed ; and addidting 
$* themfelves to Almighty God and his Jaws, and unto 
$§ the king and the laws made within this kingdom »,” 

THE convocation came at laft, after fome debate, to 
decide articles of faith ; and their tenets were of as motley 
a kind as the aflembly itfelf, or rather as the king’s fyf- 
em of theology, by which they were refolved entirely to 
‘They determined the ftandard of 
faith to confift in the Scriptures and the. three creeds, the 


f{quare their principles. 


Apoftolic, Nicene, and Athanafian ; and this article was 
a fignal victory to the reformers: Auricular confeffion 
and penance were admitted, 4 doctrine agreeable to the 


catholics ; No mention was made of marriage, extreme 
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unction, confirmation, or holy orders, as facraments Ag ere 
and in this omiffion the influence of the proteftants ap- 
peared: The real prefence was afl-rted, conformably to 1536. 
the ancient doGtrine: The terms of acceptance were efta- 

blifhed to be the merits of Chrift, and the mercy and 

good pleafure of God, fuitably to the new principles. 

So far the two fects feem to have made a fair partition, 
by alternately fharing the feveral ciaufes. In framing the 
fubfequent articles, each of them feems to have thrown 
in its ingredient. The catholics prevailed in afferting, 
that the ufe of images was warrant-d by Scripture; the 
proteftants, in warning the people againft idolatry, and 
the abufe of thefe fenfible reprefentations. The ancient 
faith was adopted in maintaining the expedience of pray- 
ing to faints; the late innovations in rejecting the p.cu- 
liar patronage of faints to any trade, profeffion, or courfe 
of action. The former rites of worfhip, the ufe of holy 
water, and the ceremonies practifed on Afh-wednefday, 
Palm-funday, Good friday, and other feftivals, were ftill 
maintained ; but the new refinements, which made light 
of thefe inftitutions, were alfo adopted, by the convoca- 
tion’s denying that they had any immediate power of 
remitting fin, and by its aflerting that their fole merit 
confifted in promoting pious and devout difpofitions in 
the mind. 

Bur the article, with regard to purgatory, contains 
the moft curious jargon, ambiguity, and hefitation, ari- 
fing from the mixture of oppofite tenets. It was to this 
purpofe: ** Since according to due order of charity, and 
** the book of Maccabees, and divers ancient authors, it 
is a very good and charitable deed to pray for fouls de- 
parted ;- and fince fuch a practice has been maintained 
in the church from the beginning ; all bifhops and 
$* teachers fhould inftruct the people not to be grieved 
for the continuance of the fame, But fince the place 

M 4 s¢ where 
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where departed fouls are retained, before they reach 


KXXI, ; : . re 
i. — ** Paradife, as well as the nature of their pains, is left 
1536. <*¢ uncertain by Scripture; all fuch queftions are to be 


** fubmitted to God, to whofe mercy it is meet and con- 
‘* venient to commend the deceafed, trufting that he ac- 
** cepteth our prayers for them ¥.” 

THESE articles, when framed by the convocation, and 
corrected by the king, were fubfcribed by every membef 
of that aflembly; while, perhaps, neither there nor 
throughout the whole kingdom, cou!d one man be found, 
except Henry himfelf, who had adopted precifely thefe 
very doétrines and opinions, For though there be not 
any contradiction in the tenets abovementioned, it had 
happened in England, as in all countries where faCtious 
divifions have place; a certain creed was embraced by 
each party; few neuters were to be found; and thefe 
confifted only of fpeculative or whimfical people, ‘of 
whom two perfons could {carcely be brought to an agree- 
ment in the famé dogmas. ‘The proteftants, all of them, 
carried their oppofition to Rome farther than thofe artis 
cles: None of the catholics went fo far: And the king, 
by being able to retain the nation in fuch a delicate me« 
dium, difplayed the utmoft power of an imperious defpo- 
tifm, of which any hiftory furnifhes an example. Ta 
change the religion of a country, even when feconded by 
a party, is one of the moft perilous enterprizes, which 
any fovereign can attempt, and often proves the moft de- 
ftructive to royal authority, But Henry was able to fet 
the political machine in that furious movement, and yet 
regulate and even {top its career: He could fay to-it, Thus 
ar fhale thou go and no farther: ‘And he made every vote 
of his parliament and convocation fubfervient, not only 


to his interefts and paflions, but even to his greateft 
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faprices ; nay, to his moft refined and moft {cholaftic ste P. 


» 


fubtilties. hess saa 
Tue concurrence of thefe two national aflemblies 4539+ 


ferved, no doubt, to encreafe the king’s power over the 
people, and raifed him to an authority more abfolute, 
than any prince, in a fimple monarchy, even by meang 
of military force, is ever able to attain. But there are 
certain bounds, beyond which the moft flavifh fubmiffion 
cannot be extended. Al} the late innovations, particu- 
Jarly the diffolution of the fmaller monafteries, and the 
imminent danger to which all the reft were expofed *, 
had bred difcontent among the people, and had difpofed 
them to revolt. The expelled monks, wandering about 
the country, excited both the piety and compaffion of 
men ; and as the ancient religion took hold of the popu- 
lace by powerful motives, fuited to vulgar capacity, it 
was able, now that it was brought into apparent hazard, 
to raife the ftrongeft zeal in its favour’. Difcontents Difcontents 
had even reached fome of the nobility and gentry, whofe pa 
anceftors had founded the monafteries, and who placed a 
vanity in thofe inftitutions, as well as reaped fome benefit 
from: them, by the provifions which they afforded them 
for their younger children, ‘The more fuperftitious were 
jnterefted for the fouls of their forefathers, which, they 
believed, muft now lie, during many ages, in the tor- 
ments of purgatory, for want of mafles to relieve them. 
Jt feemed unjuft to abolifh pious inftitutions for the faults, 
real or pretended, of individuals. Even the moft mode- 
rate and reafonable deemed it fomewhat iniquitous, that 
men, who had been invited into a courfe of life by all the 
Jaws, human and divine, which prevailed in their coun- 
try, fhould be turned out of their pofleffions, and fo littke 
care be taken of their future fubfiftence. And when it 
was obferved, that the rapacity and bribery of the com- 


' & See note [H] at the end of the volume, ¥ Strype, vol. i. 
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¢ HA P. miffioners and others, employed in vifiting the monafte. 


XXXII, 


—,-— ries, intercepted much of the profits refulting from thefe 


1536. 


Inforrec- 
thon, 


confifcations, it tended much to encreafe the general dif- 
content *, 

Bur the people did not break into open fedition, til} 
the complaints of the fecular clergy concurred with thofe 
of the regular. As Cromwel’s perfon was little accept- 
able to the ecclefiaftics ; the authority, which he exer. 
cifed, being fo new, fo abfolute, fo unlimited, infpired 
them with difguft and terror. He publifhed, in the king’s 
name, without the confent either of parliament or con- 
vocation, an ordonance, by which he retrenched many of 
the ancient holydays ; prohibited feveral fuperftitions, 
gainful to the clergy, fuch as pilgrimages, images, re- 
liques ; anc even ordered the incumbents in the parifhes 
to ict apart a confiderable portion of their revenue for re- 
pairs, and for the fupport of exhibitioners and the poor of 
their parifh, The fecular priefts, finding themfelves thus 
reduced to a grievous fervitude, inftilled into the people 
thofe.difcontents, which they had long harboured in their 
own bofoms. 

THe firt rifing was in Lincolnfhire. It was headed 
by Dr. Mackrel, prior of Barlings, who was difguifed 
like a mean mechanic, and who bore the name of captain 
Cobler, This tumultuary army amounted to above 
20,000 men*; but notwithftanding their number, they 
fhowed litde difpofition of proceeding to extremities 
againit the king, and feemed ftill overawed by his autho- 
rity. They acknowledged him to be fupreme head of the 
church of England; but they complained of fuppreffing 
the monatteries, of evil counfellors, of perfons meanly 
born raifed to dignity, of the danger to which the jewels 
and plate of their parochial churches were expofed: And 
they prayed the king to confult the nobility of the realm 
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concerning the redrefs of thefe grievances®. Henry was© ees 
little difpofed to entertain apprehenfions of danger, efpe- —_.__» 
cially from a low multitude, whom he defpifed. He fent es riots 
forces againft the rebels under the command of the duke : 
of Suffolk ; and he returned them a very fharp anf{wer to 
their petition. ‘There were fome gentry, whom the po- 
pulace had conftrained to take part with them, and who 
kept a fecret correfpondence with Suffolk. They in- 
formed him, that refentment againft the king’s reply was 
the chief caufe, which reta ned the malcontents in arms, 
and that a milder anfwer would probably fupprefs the re- 
bellion. Henry had levied a great force at London, with 
which he was preparing to march againft the rebels ; and 
being fo well fupporied by power, he thought, that, 
without lofing his dignity, he might now fhow them 
fome greater condefcenfion, He fenta new proclamation, 
requiring them to return to their obedience, with fecrct 
aflurances of pardon. This expedient had its effect: 
The populace was difperfed : Mackre] and fome of thvir 
Jeaders fell into the king’s hands, and were executed : 
The greater part of the multitude retired peaceably to their 
ufual occupations: A few of the more obftinate fled to 
the north, where they joined the infurrection that was 
raifed in thofe parts. 

THE northern rebels, as they were more numerous, 
were alfo, on other accounts, more formidable than thole 
of Lincolnfhire ; becaufe the people were there more ac- 
cuftomed to arms, and becaufe of their vicinity to the 
Scots, who might make advantage of th ie diforders. 
One Afke, a gentleman, had taken the command of 
them, and he pofleflcd the art of governing the populace 
Their erterprize they called the Pilgrimage of Grace: 
Some priefts march«d before in the habits of. thcir o. der, 
carrying croilzs in their hands: In their banners was 
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\—.,— and of the five wounds of Chrift‘: They wore on their 
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fleeve an emblem of the five wounds, with the name of 
Phey all took an oath, thag 


A 


Jefus wrought in the middle 
they had entered into the gas of grace from no 
other motive, than their love to God, their care of the 
king’s perfon and iflue, their defire of purifying the no- 
bility, of driving bafe-born perfons from about the king, 
of reftoring the church, and of fuppreffing herefy. Al- 
lured by thefe fair pretences, about 49,000 men from the 
counties of York, Durham, Lancafter, and thofe nor- 
thern provinces, flocked to their ftandard; and their 
zeal, no le{s than their numbers, infpired the court with 
apprehenfions. 

Tue earl of Shrewfbury, moved by his regard for the 
king’s fervice, raifed forces, though at firft without any 
commiffion, in order to oppofe the rehels, ‘The earl of 
Cumberland repulied them from his caftle of Skipton : 
Sir Ralph E Evers defended Scarborow-caftle againft them 4: 
Courtney, marquis of Exeter, the king’s coufin- -german, 
obeyed orders from court, and levied troops, The earls 
of Huntingdon, Derby, and Rutland, imitated his ex- 
ample. The rebels, however, prevailed in taking both 
Hull and York: They had laid fiege to Pomfret caftle, 
into which the archbifhop of York and lord Darcy had 
thrown themfelves. It was foon furrendered to them ; 
and the prelate and nobleman, who fecretly wifhed fuc- 
cefs to the infurrection, feemed to yield to the force im-~ 
pofed on them, and joined the rebels. 

Tue duke of Norfolk was appointed general of the 
king’s forces againft the northernrebels ; and as he headed 
the party at court, which fupported the ancient religion, 
he was alfo fufpected of bearing fome favour to the caufe, 
which he was fent to oppofe. His prudent conduét, 
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however, feems to acquit him of this imputation. HeC HA PB, 
; XXXT, 

encamped near Doncafter, together with the earl of —._% 
Shrewfbury ; and as his army was fmall!, {carcely exceed 1436, 
ing five thoufand men, he made choice of a polt, where 
he had a river in front, the ford of which he purpofed to 
defend againft the rebels. “They had intended to attack 
him in the morning; but during the night, there fell 
fuch violent rains as rendered the river utterly unpaflable 5 
and Norfolk wifely laid hold of the opportunity to entet 
into treaty with them. In order to open the door for ne- 
gociation, he fent them a herald; whoth Afke; theit 
leader, received with great ceremony; he himfelf fitting 
in a chair of ftate, with the archbifhop of York on one 
hand, and lord Darcy on the other. It was agreed, that 
two gentlemen fhould be difpatched to the king with pro- 
pofals from the rebels; and Henry purpofely delayed giving 
an anfwer, and allured them with hopes of entire fatisfac- 
tion, in expectation that neceflity would foon oblige 
them to difperfe themfelves. Being informed, that his 
artifice had, in a great meafure, fucceeded, he required 
them inftantly to lay down their arms and fubmit to 
mercy ; promifing a pardon to all except fix whom he 
named, and four whom he referved to himfelf the power 
of naming. But though the greater part of the rebels 
had gone home for want of fubfiftence, they had entered 
into the moft folemn engagements to return to their 
ftandards, in cafe the king’s anfwer fhould not prove fa- 
tisfactory. Norfolk, therefore, foon found himfelf in 
the fame difficulty as before; and he opened again a ne- 
gociation with the leaders of the multitude. He engaged 
them to fend three hundred perfons to Doncafter, with 
propofals for an accommodation ; and he hoped, by in- 
trigue and feparate interefts, to throw diflention among 
fo greata number. Afke himfelf had intended to be one 
of the deputies, and he required a hoftage for his fecurity : 

But 
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The demands of the 
rebels were fo exorbitant, that. Norfolk rejected them ; 
and they prepared again to decide the conteft by arms, 
They were as formidable as ever both by their num- 


him in pledge for fuch a villain, 


bers and fpirit; and notwithftanding the fmall river, 
which lay between them and the royal army, Norfolk 
had great reafon to dread the effe@s of their fury. But 
while they were preparing to pafs the ford, rain fell a 
fecond time in fuch abundance, as made it impraéticable 
for them to execute their defign; and the populace, 
partly reduced to neceffity by want of provifions, partly 
{truck with fuperftition at being thus again difappointed 
by the fame accident, fuddenly difperfed themfelves. The 
duke of Norfolk, who had received powers for that end, 
forwarded the difperfion, by the promife of a general am- 
nefty ; and the king ratified this a@ of clemency. He 
publithed, however, a manifefto againft the rebels, and an 
anfwer to their complaints ; in which he employed a very 
lofty ftyle, fuited to fo haughty a monarch. He told 
them, that they ought no more to pretend giving a judges 
ment with regard to government, than a blind man with 
regard to colours: ** And we,” he added, “ with our 
“* whole council, think it right ftrange, that ye, who 
** be but brutes and inexpert folk, do take upon you te 
** appoint us, who be meet or not for our council.” 

As this pacification was not likely to be of long conti 
nuance, Norfolk was ordered to keep his army together, 
and to march into the northern parts, in order to exa@t a 
general fubmiifion. Lord Darcy, as well as Afke, was 
fent for to court; and the former, upon his refufal of 
delay to appear, was thrown into prifon. 
was full of jealoufy and complaints, 


“very place 
A new infurrection 


broke out, headed by Mufgrave and Tilby ; and the re- 
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bels befieged Carlifle with 8000 men. Being repulfed by 
that city, they were encountered in their retreat by Nor- 
folk, who put them to flight; and having made prifoners 
of all their officers, except Mufgrave, who efcaped, he 
inftantly put them to death by martial law, to the number 
of feventy perfons. An attempt, made by Sir Francis 
Bigot and Halam to furprize Hull, met with no better 
fuccefs; and feveral other rifings were fupprefled by the 
vigilance of Norfolk. ‘The king, enraged by thefe mul- 
tiplied revolts, was determined not to adhere to the ge- 
neral pardon, which he had granted; and from a move- 
ment of his ufual violence, he made the innocent fuffer 
for the guilty. Norfolk, by command from his matter, 
{pread the royal banner, and, wherever he thought pro- 
per, executed martial law in the punifhment of offenders. 
Befides Afke, leader of the firft infurreCtion, Sir Robert 
Conftable, Sir John Bulmer, Sir Thomas Piercy, Sir 
Stephen Hamilton, Nicholas Tempeft, William Lumley, 
and many o hers, were thrown into prifon; and moft of 
them were condemned and executed. Lord Hufley was 
found guilty as an accomplice in the infurrection of Lin- 
colnfhire, and was executed at Lincoln. Lord Darcy, 
though he pleaded compulfion, and appealed, for his jul- 
tification, to a long life, fpent in the fervice of the crown, 
was beheaded on Tower-hill. Before his execution, he 
accufed Norfolk of having fecretly encouraged the rebels 5 
but Henry, either fenfible of that nobleman’s {crvices and 
convinced of his fidelity, or afraid to offend one of fuch 
extenfive power and great capacity, rejected the infor- 
mation. Being now fatiated with punifhing the rebels, 
he publifhed anew a general pardon, to which he faith- 
fully adhered * ; and he erected by patent a court of juftice 
at York, for deciding law-fuits in the northern counties: 
A demand which had been made by the rebels, 
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Soon after this profperous fuccef, an event happened 
which crowned Henry’s joy, the birh of a fon, who was 
baptized by the name of Edward Yet was not his 
happinefs without allay: The queendied two days after ‘ 
But a fon had fo long been ardentlywifhed for.by Henry, 
and was now become fo neceflaty, in otder to prevent 
difputes with regard to the fucceffon, after the aéts de- 
claring the two princefles illegitimate, that the king’s 
affliction was drowned in his joy, ad he expreffed great 
fatisfaction on the occafion, Theprince, not fix days 
old, was created prince of Wales, dike of Cofnwal, and 
earl of Chefter. 
ther, formerly made Lord Beauchanp, was raifed to the 
dignity of earl of Hertford. Sir Wlliam Fitz Williams, 
high admiral, was created earl o Southampton; Sir 
William Paulet; Lord St. John; Sr John Ruffel, Lord 
Ruffel. : 


Sir Edward Seymour, the queen’s bro- 


THE fupprefiion of the rebellion znd the birth of 4 fonj 
ds they tohfirmed Henry’s authorit} at home, encreafed 
his confideratioit among foreign pinces, and made his 
alliance be courted by all parties. He maintained, how- 
ever, a neutrality in, the wars, which were carried on; 
with various fuccefs, and without asy devifive event, bes 
tween Charles and Francis ; and thegh inclined more to 
favour the latter, he determined net to incur, without 
neceffity, either hazard or expence on his account. A 
truce, concluded about this time betveen thefe potentates, 
and afterwards prolonged for ten years, freed him from 
all anxiety on account of his ally, ind re-eftablifhed the 
tranquillity of Europe. 

Henry continued defirous of cenenting a union with 
the German proteftants ; and for tiat purpofe, he fent 


Chriftopher Mount to a congrefs whith they held at Brunf- 
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Wick; but that miniter made no great progrefs in hisC H A P, 


ey : XXX. 
negociation, ‘The plinces wifhed to know, what were Woy 
the articles in their cmfeffion which Henry difliked; and 153» 


they fent new ambaffidors to him, who had orders both 
to negociate and to d{pute. ‘Tney endeavoured fo con- 
vince the king, thathe was guilty of a miftake, in ad- 
miniftering the euchirift in one kind only, in allowing 
private mafles, and ir requiring the celibacy of the cler- 
gy 8: Henry would »y no means acknowledge any errot 
in thefe particulars; und was difpleafed that they fhould 
pretend to prefcribe riles to fo great a monarch and theo- 
logian. He found arguments and fyllogi{ms enow to de- 
fend his caufe ; and le difmiffed the ambaffador without 
coming to any concluion, Jealous alfo leaft his own fab- 
jects fhould become fich theologians as to queftion his 
tenets, he ufed great precaution in publifhing that tranf- 
lation of the feripture which was finifhed this year. He 
would only allow acopy of it to be depofited in fome 
parifh churches, whee it was fixed by a chain: And he 
took care to inform tle people by proclamation, ** That 
** this indulgence wai not the effect of his duty, but of 
*© his goodnefs and hs liberality to thems who therefore 
*© fhould ufe it moderitely, for the encreafe of virtue, not 
‘© of ftrife: And he adered that no man fhould read the 
*¢ Bible aloud, fo as » difturb the prieft, while he fang 
*€ mafs, nor prefume:o expound doubtful places, with- 
*¢ out advice from tle learned.” In this meafure, as 
in the reft, he ftill hated half way between the catholics 
and the proteftants: 
THERE was only me particular, in which Henry was 
quite decifive; becaufe 1e was there impelled by his avarice, 
or more properly fpeating, his rapacity, the confequence 
of his profufion: Thi meafure was the entire deftruction Suppreffion 
of the monafteries. The prefent opportunity feemed fa- pans ee 
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thority; and as fome of the abbots were fufpected of 
having encouraged the infurrection, and of correfponding 
with the rebels, the king’s refentment was farther incited 
by that motive. A new vifitation was appointed of all 
the monafteries in England; and a pretence only being 
wanted for their fuppreffion, it was eafy for a prince, pof- 
feffed of fuch unlimited power, and feconding the prefent 
humour of a great part of the nation, to find or feign 
one. Fhe abbots and monks knew the danger, to which 
they were expofed ; and having learned, by the example 
of the lefler monafteries, that nothing could withftand the 
king’s will, they were moft of them induced, in expedta- 
tion of better treatment, to make a voluntary refignation 
of their houfes. Where promifes failed of effect, menaces 
and even extreme vidlence were employed ; and as feveral 
of the abbots, fince the breach with Rome, had been 
named by the court, with a view to this event, the king’s 
intentions were the more eafily effected. Some alfo, 
having fecretly embraced the doétrine of the reformation, 
were glad to be freed’from their vows ; and on the whole, 
the defign was conducted with fuch fuccefs, that, in lefs 
than two years, the king had got pofleffion of all the mo- 
naftic revenues. 

In féveral places, particularly in the county of Oxford, 
great intereft was made to preferve fome convents of wo- 
men, who, as they lived in the moft irreproachable man- 
ner, juitly merited, it was thought, that their houfes 
fhould be faved from the general deftru@tion ®, There 
appeared alfo great difference between the cafe of nuns 
and that of friars; and the one inftitution might be laud- 
able, while the other was expofed to much blame. The 
males of all ranks, if endowed with induftry, might be 
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of fervice to the publics and none of them could want¢ H A P. 
employment, fuited to his jftation and capacity. But a ais 
woman of a family, who failed of a fettlement inthe mar- £533. 
ried ftate, an accident to which fuch perfons were more 
liable than women of lower ftation, had really no rank 
which fhe properly filled: and a convent was a retreat 
both honourable and agreeable, from the inutility and 
often want, which attended her fituation. But the king 
was determined to abolifh monafteries of every denomi- 
nation ; and probably thought, that thefe ancient efta. 
blifhments would be the fooner forgotten, if no remains 
of them, of any kind, were allowed to fubfiftin the king 
dom. 

Tue better to reconcile the people to this gteat inno- 
vation, ftories were propagated of the deteftable lives of 
the friars in many of the convents; and great care was 
taken to defame thofe whom the court had deterinined to 
ruin. The reliques alfo and other fuperftitions, which 
had fo long been the object of the people’s veneration, were 
expofed to their ridicule; and the religious fpirit, now 
lefs bent on exterior obfetvances and fenfible objeéts, was 
encouraged in this new direction. It is needlefs to be 
prolix in an enumeration of particulars: Proteftant hif= 
totians mention on this occafion with great triumph the 
facred repofitoriés of convents; the parings of St. Ed- 
mond’s toes ; fome of the coals that roafted St. Laurence ; 
the girdle of the Virgin fhown in eleven feveral places ; 
two or three heads of St. Urfula; the felt of St. Thomas 
of Lancafter, an infallible cure for the head-ach; part 
of St. Thomas of Canterbury’s fhirt, much reverenced by 
big-bellied women; fome reliques, an excellent preven- 
tive againft rain; others, a remedy to weedsincorn. But 
fuch fooleries, as they are to be found in all ages and na~ 
tions, and even took place during the moft refined pe- 
tiods of antiquity, form no particular or yiolent reproach 
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THERE were alfo difcovered, or faid to be. difcovered, 


—_ in the monafteries fome impoftures of a more artificial na- 
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ture. At Hales, in the county of Gloucefter, there had 
been fhown, during feveral ages, the blood of Chrift 
brought from Jerufalem ; and it is eafy to imagine the 
veneration with which fuch a relique was regarded. A 
miraculous circumftance alfo attended this miraculous 
relique ; the facred blood was not vifible to any one in 
mortal fin, even when fet before him; and till he had 
performed good works fufficient for his abfolution, it 
would not deign to difcover itfelf to him. At the diffo- 
lution of the monaftery, the whole contrivance was de- 
tected. ‘Twoof the monks, who were lét into the fe- 
cret, had taken the blood of a duck, which they renewed 
every week: They put it in a phial, one fide of which 
confifted of thin and tranfparent chryftal, the other of 
thick and opaque. When any rich pilgrim arrived, they 
were fure to fhow him the dark fide of the phial, till maffes 
and offerings had expiated his offences ; and then finding 
his money, or patience, or faith, nearly exhaufted, they 
made him happy by turning the phial '. 

A MIRACULOUS crucifix had been kept at Boxley in 
Kent, and bore the appellation of the Rood of Grace. 
The lips, and eyes, and head of the image moved on the 
approach of its votaries. Hilfey, bifhop of Rochefter, 
broke the crucifix at St. Paul’s crofs, and fhowed to the 
whole people the fprings and wheels by which it had 
been fecretly moved. A great wooden idol revered in 
Wales, called Darvel Gatherin, was alfo brought to Lon- 
don, and cut in pieces: And bya cruel refinement in 
vengeance, it was employed as fuel to burn friar Forcft *, 
who was punifhed for denying the fupremacy, and for 
fome pretended herefies, A finger of St. Andrew’s, co- 
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vered with a thin plate of filver, had been pawned by a Seer P, 
convent for a debt of forty pounds; but as the king’s —- 
commiffioners refufed to pay the debt, people made them- 7538+ 
felves merry with the poor creditor, on account of his 
pledge, 

Bur of all the inftruments of ancient fuperftition, no 
one was fo zealoufly deftroyed as the fhrine of Thomas a 
Becket, commonly called St. Thomas of Canterbury, 
This faint owed his canonization to the zealous defence, 
which he had made for clerical privileges ; and on that ac- 
count alfo, the monks had extremely encouraged the de- 
votion of pilgrimages towards his tomb, and numberlefs 
were the miracles, which, they pretended, his reliques 
wrought in favour of his devout votaries, They raifed 
his body once a year; and the day on which this cere- 
mony was performed, which was called the day of his 
tranflation, was a general holiday: Every fiftieth year 
there was celebrated a jubilee to his honour, which lafted 
fifteen days: Plenary indulgences were then granted to 
all that vifited his tomb; and a hundred thoufand pil- 
grims have been regiftered at a time in Canterbury. ‘The 
devotion towards him had quite effaced in that place the 
adoration of the Deity: nay, even that of the Virgin. 
At God’s altar, for inftance, there were offered in one 
year three pounds two fhillings and fix pence; at the 
Virgin’s, fixty-three pounds five fhillings and fix pence ; 
at St. Thomas’s, eight hundred and thirty-two pounds 
twelve fhillings and three pence, But next year, the dif- 
proportion was ftill greater: There was not a penny of- 
fered at God’s altar; the Virgin’s gained only four pounds 
one fhilling and eight pence; but St. Thomas had got 
for his fhare nine hundred and fifty-four pounds fix fhil- 
lings and three pence !, Lewis VII. of France had made 
a pilgrimage to this miraculous tomb, and had beftowed 
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Cc a on the fhrine a jewel, efteemed the richeft in Chriftendom, 
ies At is evident, how obnoxious to Henry a {faint of this 
4538 character muft appear, and how contrary to all his pro- 
jects for degrading the authority of the court of Rome, 

He not only pillaged the rich fhrine, dedicated to St, 


Thomas: he made the faint himfelf be cited to appear in 


court, and be tried and condemned as a traitor: He or- 
dered his name to be ftruck out of the calendar ; the of- 
fice for his feftival to be expunged from all breviaries; 
his bones to be burned, and the afhes to be thrown in 
the air. 

Own the whole, the king, at different times, fupprefled 
fix hundred and forty-five monafteries : Of which twenty- 
eight had abbots, that enjoyed a feat in parliament, 
Ninety colleges were demolifhed in feveral counties ; two 
thoufand three hundred and feventy-four chantries and 
ti free chapels: A hundred and ten hofpitals. The whole 
He revenue of thefe eftablifhments amounted to one hundred 
and fixty-one thoufand one hundred pounds™ It is 
worthy of obfervation, that all the lands and pofleffions 
and revenue of England had, a little befare this period, 
been rated at four millions a year; fo that the revenues 
of the monks, even comprehending the lefler monafteries, 
did not exceed the twentieth part of the national income: 
A fum vaftly inferior to what is commonly apprehended, 
‘The lands belonging to the convents, were ufually let at 
very low rent; and the farmers, who regarded themfelves 
as a fpecies of proprietors, took always care to renew 
their leafes before they expired %, 


\ 
| GREAT murmurs were every where excited on account 
| ef thefe violences; and men much queftioned, whether 


priors and monks, who were only truftees or tenants for 
life, could, by any deed, however voluntary, transfer to 

™ Lord Herbert, Camden, Spee!, P See note [1] at the 
end of the yolume, 


the 


HENRY VII. 183 


the king the entire property of their eftates. In order to one P. 
reconcile the people to fuch mighty innovations, they were an 
told, that the king would never thenceforth have occa~ 153% 
fion to levy taxes, but would be able from the abbey lands 

alone, to bear, during war as well as peace, the whole 

charges of government®, While fuch topics were em- 

ployed to appeafe the populace, Henry took an effectual 

method of interefting the nobility and gentry in the fuc- 

cefs of his meafures p: He either made a gift of the re- 


venues of convents to his favourites and courtiers, or fold 


them at low prices, or exchanged them for other lands 
on very difadvantageous terms. He was fo profufe in 
thefe liberalities, that he is faid to have given a woman 
the whole revenue of a convent, as a reward fer making a 
pudding, which happened to gratify his palate’. He alfo 
fettled penfions on the abbots and priors, proportioned 
to their former revenues or to their merits ; and gave each 
monk a yearly penfion of eight marks: He erected fix 
new bifhoprics, Weftminfter, Oxford, Peterborow, Brif- 
tol, Chefter, and Gloucefter ; of which five fubfift at this 
day: And by all thefe means of expence and diffipation, 
the profit, which the king reaped by the feizure of church 
lands, fell much fhort of vulgar opinion. As the ruin of 
convents had been forefeen fome years before it happened, 
the monks had taken care to fecrete moft of their ftock, 
furniture, and plate; fo that the fpoils of the great mo- 
nafteries bore not, in thefe xrefpects, any proportion to 
thofe of the:leffer. 

Besipe the lands, poflefled by the monafteries, the re- 
gular clergy enjoyed a confiderable part of the benefices 
ef England, and of the tythes, annexed to them ; and 
thefe were alfo at this time transferred to the crown, and 
by that means pafled into the hands of laymen: An abufe 
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many zealous churchmen regard as the moft 

facrilege, The monks were formerly much at 
their eafe in England, and enjoyed revenues, which ex- 
ceeded the regular and flated expence of the houfe. We 
read of the abbey of Chertfey in Surrey, which poffeffed 
744 pounds a year, though it Ment Si only fourteen 
monks: That of Furnefe, in the county of Lincoln, was 

valued at g60 pounds a year, and contained but thirty *, 
In order to diffipate their revenues, and fupport popula- 
rity, the monks lived in a hofpitable manner; and be- 
fides the poor, maintained from their offals, there were 
many decayed gentlemen, who pafled their lives in tra- 
velling from convent to convent, and were entirely fub- 
fifted at the tables of the friars. By this hofpitality, as 
much as by their own inactivity, did the convents prove 
nurferies of idlenefs; but the king, not to give offence 
by too fudden an innovation, bound the new proprietors 
of abbey lands, to fupport the ancient hofpitality. But 
this engagement was fulfilled in very few places, and for 
a very fhort time. 

It is eafy to imagine the indignation, with which the 
intelligence of all thefe ats of violence was received at 
Rome ; and how much the egclefiaftics of that court, wha 
had fo long kept the world in fubje@ion by high founding 
epithets, and by holy execrations, would now vent their 
avant the chara€ter and conduct of Henry. The 
pope was at laft incited to publifh the bull, which had 
been pafled againft that monarch ; and in a public man- 
ner he delivered over his foul to the devil, and his domi- 
nions to the firft invader. 


rhetoric 


Libels were difperfed, in 
anew compared to the moft furious perfe- 
¢utors in antiquity; and the preference was now given 
to their fide: He had declared war with the dead, whom 
the pazans themfelvcs refpected; was at open hoftility 


which he was 
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with heaven; and had eggaged in profefled enmity with # A P- 
: XXi. 

the whole hoft of faints and angels. Above all, he was __ 

often reproached with his refemblance to the emperor 453% 

Julian, whom, it was faid, he imitated in his apoftacy 

and learning, though he fell fhort of him in morals. 

Henry could diftinguifh in fome of thefe libels the ftile 

and animofity of his kinfman, Pole; and he was thence 

incited to vent his rage, by every poffible expedient, on 


that famous cardinal. 

REGINALD DE LA Poe, or Reginald Pole, was de- Cardinal 
fcended from the royal family, being fourth fon of the °° 
countefs of Salifbury, daughter of the duke of Clarence. 

He gave in early youth indications of that fine ge- 
nius, and generous difpofition, by which, during his 


whole life, he was fo much diftinguifhed ; and Henry, 
having conceived great friendfhip for him, intended to 
raife him to the higheft ecclefiaftical dignities ; and, as a 
pledge of future favours, he conferred on him the deanry 
of Exeter *, the better to fupport him in his education. 
Pole was carrying on his ftudies in the univerfity of Paris, 
at the time when the king folicited the fuffrages of that 
learned body in favour of his divorce; but though ap- 
plied to by the-Englifh agent, he declined taking any part 
in the affair. Henry bore this neglect with more temper 
than was natural to him; and he appeared unwilling, on 
that account, to renounce all friendfhip with a perfon, 
whofe virtues and talents, he hoped, would prove ufeful, 
as well as ornamental, to his courtand kingdom. He al- 
lowed him ftill to poffefs his deanry, and gave him per- 
miffion to finifh his ftudies at Padua: He even paid him 
fome court, in order to bring him into his meafures ; and 
wrote to him, while in that univerfity, defiring him to give 
his opinion freely, with regard to the late meafures taken 
in England, for abolifhing the papal authority. Pole had 
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XXXII. 


—_ -—/ eminent for dignity or merit in Italy, Sadolet, Bembo, and 


1538. 


other revivers of true tafte and learning ; and he was 
moved by thefe connections, as well as by religious zeal, 
to forget, in fome refpe€&t, the duty which he owed to 
Henry, his benefactor, and his fovereign. He replied, 
by writing a treatife of the unity of the church, in which 
he inveighed againft the king’s fupremacy, his divorce, 
his fecond marriage; and he even exhorted the emperor 
to revenge on him the injury done to the Imperial family, 
and to the catholic caufe. Henry, though provoked be- 
yond meafure at this outrage, diflembled his refentment; 
and he fent a meflage to Pole, defiring him to return to 
England, in order to explain certain paflages in his book, 
which he found fomewhat obfcure and difficult, Pole 
was on his guard againft this infidious invitation ; and was 
determined to remain in Italy, where he was univerfally 
beloved. 

THE pope and emperor thought themfelves obliged to 
provide for a man of Pole’s eminence and dignity, who, 
in fupport of their caufe, had facrificed all his pretenfions 
to fortune in his own country. He was created a cardi- 
mal; and though he took not higher orders than thofe of 
a deacon, he was fent legate into Flanders about the year 
1536'. Henry was fenfible, that Pole’s chief intention 
in chufing that employment, was to foment the mutinous 
difpofition of the Englifh catholics; and he therefore re- 
monftrated in fo vigorous a manner with the queen of 
Hungary, regent of the Low Countries, that the difmifled 
the legate, without allowing him to exercife his fun@tions. 
‘The enmity, which he bore to Pole, was now as open, 
as it was violent; and the cardinal, on his part, kept no 
farther meafures in his intrigues againft Henry. ‘He is 
even fufpected of having afpired to the crown, by means 
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of a marriage with the lady Mary; and the king was © . P, 
every day more alarmed by informations, which he re- 
ceived, of the correfpondence maintained in England by 153% 
that fugitive. Courtney, marquis of Exeter, had entered 
into a confpiracy with him; Sir Edward Nevil, brother 
to the lord Abergavenny, Sir Nicholas Carew, mafter of 
horfe, and knight of the garter; Henry de la Pole, lord 
Montacute, and Sir Geoffrey de la Pole, brothers to the 
cardinal. ‘Thefe perfons were indicted, and tried, and 
convicted, before lord Audley, who prefided in the trial, 
as high fteward, they were all executed, except Sir 
Geoffrey de la Pole, who was pardoned; and he owed 
this grace to his having firft carried to the king fecret in- 
telligence of the confpiracy, We know little concerning 
the juftice or iniquity of the fentence pronounced againf 
thefe men: We only know, that the condemnation of a 
man, who was, at that time, profecuted by the court, 
forms no prefumption of his guilt ; though, as no hifto- ~ 
rian of credit mentions, in the prefent cafe, any com- 
plaint occafioned by thefe trials, we may prefume, that 
fufficient evidence was produced againft the marquis of 
Exeter, and his affociates °, 
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Difputation with Lambert A Parliament— 
Law of the fix articles Proclamations made 
equal to laws Settlement of the fuccefion—— 
King’s projects of marriage He marries Anne 
of Cleves He diflikes ker A Parliament 

fall of Cromwel —— His execution-—— King’s 
diverce from Anne of Cleves His marriage 
with Catherine Howard State of affairs in 
Scotland Difcovery of the Queen’s diffolute life 
w—— A Parliament Eccleftaftical affairs. 


cH A P,PENHE rough hand of Henry feemed well adapted for 
<e i rending afunder thofe bands, by which the an- 
1538. Cient fuperftition had faftened itfelf on the kingdom; 
and though, after renouncing the pope’s fupremacy and 
fupprefling monafteries, moft of the political ends of 
reformation were already attained, few people ex pected 

that he would ftop:at thofe innovations. .The fpirit of 
oppofition, it was thought, would carry him to the ut- 

moft extremities againft the church of Rome; and Iead him 

to declare war againft the whole doctrine and worthip, 

as well as difcipline, of that mighty hierarchy. He had 
formerly appealed from the pope to a general council ; 

but now, when a general council was fummoned to 

meet at Mantua, he previoufly reriounced all fubmiffion 

to it, as fummoned by the pope, and lying entirely 

under fubjection to that fpiritual ufurper. He engaged 

his clergy to make a declaration to the like purpofe ; and 

he had prefcribed to them many other deviations from 
ancient tenets and practices. Cranmer took advantage 

of 
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of every opportunity to carry him on in this courfe; and C H A P, 
while queen Jane lived, who favoured the valoda: he oe 
had, by means of her infinuation and addrefs, been fuc- 1538. 
cefsful in his endeavours. After her death, Gardiner, 
who was returned from his embafly to France, kept the 
king more in fufpence; and by feigning an unlimited 
fubmiffion to his will, was frequently able to guide 
him to his own purpofes. Fox, bifhop of Hereford, had 
fupported Cranmer in his fchemes for a more thorough 
reformation ; but hisdeath had made way for the promo- 
tion of Bonner, who, though he had hitherto feemed a 
furious enemy to the court of Rome, was determined to 
facrifice every thing to prefent intereft, and had joined 
the confederacy of Gardiner, and the partizans of the 
old religion: Gardiner himfelf, it is believed, had 
fecretly entered into meafures with the pope, and even 
with the emperor; and in concert with thefe powers, 
he endeavoured to. preferve, as much as poffible, the an- 
cient faith and worfhip. 

HENRY was fo much governed by paffion, that no- 
thing could have retarded his animofity and oppofition 
againft Rome, but fome other, paffion, which ftopped his 
career, and raifed him new objects of animofity. Though 
he had gradually, fince the commencement of his fcruples 
with regard to his firft marriage, been changing the tenets 
of that theological fyfem, in which he had been educated, 
he was no lefs pofitive and dogmatical in the few articles 
which remained to him, than if the whole fabric had con- 
tinued entire and unfhaken. And though he ftood alone 
in his opinion, the flattery of courtiers had fo enflamed his 
tyrannical arrogance, that he thought himfelf entitled to 
regulate, by his own particular ftandard, the religious 


faith of the wholenation. The point, on which he chiefly 
ted his orthodoxy, BacPrass to be thé real prefence; 

y doctrine, in whi = ony the numberlefs victoe 

Mtition ever common ; teks her triumph is the 
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moft fignal and egregious. All departure from this priris 


‘ , ciple he held to be heretica] and deteftable ; and nothing; 


1535. 


Difputation 
with Lam- 
bert. 


he thought, would be more honourable for him, than 
while he broke off all connexions with the Roman pon- 
tiff, to maintain, in this eflential article, the purity of 
the catholic faith. 

THERE was one Lambert ¥, a fchool-mafter in Lone 
don, who had been queftioned and confined for unfound 
epinions by archbifhop Warham ; but, upon the death 
of that prelate, and the change of counfels at court, 
he had been releafed, Not terrified with the danger 
which he had incurred, he ftill continued to promulgate 
his tenets; and having heard Dr. Taylor, afterwards 
bifhop of Lincoln, defend in a fermon the corporal pre- 
fence, he could not forbear expreffing to Taylor his 
diffent from that doétrine ; and he drew up his objeétions 
under ten feveral heads, Taylor communicated the 
paper to Dr. Barnes, who happened to be a Lutheran, 
and who maintained that though the fubftance of bread 
and wine remained in the facrament, yet the real body 
and blood of Chrift were there alfo, and were, in a cer- 
tain myfterious manner, incorporated with the material 
elements. By the prefent laws and pra¢tice Barnes was 
no lefs expofed to the ftake than Lambert ; yet fuch was 
the perfecuting rage which prevailed, that he determined 
to bring this man to condign punifhment; becaufe, 
in their common departure from the ancient faith, he 
had dared to go one ftep farther than himfelf. He en- 
gaged Taylor to accufe Lambert before Cranmer and 
Latimer, who, whatever their private opinion might be 
on thefe points, were obliged to conform themfelves to 
the ftandard of orthodoxy, eftablifhed by Henry. When 
Lambert was cited before thefe prelates, they endeavoured 
to bend him to a recantation; and they were furprifed, 
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when, inftead of complying, he ventured to appeal to C_H A Ps 
the king. Aaa 

Tue king, not difpleafed with an opportunity, where 1538 
he could at once exert his fupremacy, and difplay his 
learning, accepted the appeal; and refolved to mix, in 
avery unfair manner, the magiftrate with the difputant. 
Public notice was given, that he intended to enter the 
lifts with the fchoolmafter: Scaffolds were ere&ted in 
Weftminfter-hall, for the accommodation of the au- 
dience: Henry appeared on his throne, accompanied 
with all the enfigns of majefty: The prelates were pla- 
ced on his right hand: ‘The temporal peers on his left. 
The judges and moft eminent lawyers had a place af- 
figned them behind the bifhops: The courtiers of great- 
eft diftinction behind the peers: And in the midft of this 
fplendid aflembly was produced the unhappy Lambert, 
who was required to defend his opinions againft his royal 
antagonift *, ~ 

Tue bifhop of Chichefter opened the conference, by 
faying, that Lambert, being charged with heretical 
pravity, had appealed from his bifhop to the king ; as if 
he expected more favour from this application, and as if 
the king could ever be induced to protect a heretic: 
That though his majefty had thrown off the ufurpations 
of the fee of Rome; had difincorporated fome idle 
‘ monks, who lived like drones in a bee-hive; had abo- 
lifhed the idolatrous worfhip of images; had publithed 
the bible in Englifh, for the inftruCtion of all his fub- 
jects ; and had made fome leffer alterations, which every 
one muft approve of ; yet was he determined to maintain 
the purity of the catholic faith, and to punifh with the 
utmoft feverity all departure from it: And that he had 
taken the prefent opportunity, before fo learned and 
grave an audience, of convincing Lambert of his errors ; 
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pect the moft condign punifhment ”. 

AFTER this preamble, which was not very encourag- 
ing, the king afked Lambert, with a ftern countenance, 
what his opinion was of Chrift’s corporal prefence in the 
facrament of the altar; and when Lambert began his 
reply with fome compliment to his majefty, he rejected 
the praife with difdain and indignation. He afterwards 
prefled Lambert with arguments, drawn from Scripture 
and the fchoolmen: “The audience applauded the force 
of his reafoning, and the extent of his erudition: Cran- 
mer feconded his proofs by fome new topics: Gardiner 
entered the lifts as a fupport to Cranmer: Tonftal took 
up the argument after Gardiner: Stokefley brought freth 
aid to Tonftal : Six bifhops more appeared fucceffively in 
the field after Stokefley. And the difputation, if it de- 
ferve the name, was prolonged for five hours ; till Lam- 
bert, fatigued, confounded, brow-beaten, and abafhed, 
was at lait reduced to filence. ‘The king, then returning 
to the charge, afked him whether he were convinced? 
and he propofed, as a concluding argumert, this intereft- 
ing queftion, Whether he were refolved to live or to die? 
Lambert, who pofleffed that courage which confifts in 
obftinacy, replied, that he caft himfelf wholly on his 
majefty’s clemency : The king told him, that he would 
be no protector of heretics; and therefore, if that were 
his final anfwer, he muft expeét to be committed to the 
flames. Cromwel, as vicegerent, pronounced the fen- 
tence againit him 2. 

LAMBERT, whofe vanity had probably incited him 


~ the more to perfevere on account of the greatnefs of this 


public appearance, was not daunted by the terrors of 
the punifhment, to which he was condemned. His ex 
ecutioners took care to make the fufferings of a man who 
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had perfonally oppofed the king, as cruel as pofible: He eae Pe 
was burned at a flow fire; his legs and thighs were con- easel 
fumed to the ftumps ; and when there appeared no end 153%. 
of his torments, fome of the guards, more merciful than 
the reft, lifted him on their halberts, and threw him into 
the flames, where he was confumed, While they were 
employed in this friendly office, he cried aloud feveral 
times, None but Chrift, none but Chrif?; and thefe words 
were in his mouth when he expired *, 

SoME few days before this ‘execution, four Dutch ana- 
baptifts, three men and a woman, had faggots tied to 
their backs at Paul’s Crofs, and were burned in that 
manner. And a man and a woman of the fame fe& and 
country were burned in Smithfield >, 


Ir was the unhappy fate of the Englifh, during 1539. 
this age, that, when they laboured under any grievance, 
they had not the fatisfaction of expecting redrefs from 
parliament: On the contrary, they had reafon to dread 
each meeting of that aflembly, and were then fure of 
having tyranny converted into law, and agoravated, 
perhaps, with fome circumftance, which the arbitrary 
prince and his minifters had not hitherto devifed, or did 
not think proper, of themfelves, to carry into execution. 


This abject fervility never appeared more con{picuoufly A parlia- 
ment, 


than in a new parliament, which the king now aflembled, Te Aaa 
Ors say Ae 


and which, if he had been fo pleafed, might have been the 
Jaft that ever fat in England, But he found them too 
ufeful inftruments of dominion, ever to entertain thoughts 


t 
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of giving them a total exclufion. 


5 


TueE chancellor opened the parliament by informing 
the houfe of lords, that it was his majefty’s earneft de- 
fire to extirpate from his kingdom all diverfity of opinion 
in matters of religion; and as this undertaking was, he 
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owned, important and arduous, he defired them to chufe 


———/ 2 committee from among themfelves, who might draw up 


1539: 


Law of the 
fix articles. 


certain articles of faith, and communicate them afterwards 
to the parliament. The lords named the vicar-general, 
Cromwel, now created a peer, the archbifhops of Canter- 
bury and York, the bifhops of Durham, Carlifle, Wor- 
cefter, Bath and Wells, Bangor, and Ely. The houfe 
might have feen what a hopeful tafk they had undertaken; 
This {mall committee itfelf was agitated with fuch diver- 
fity of opinion, that it could come to no conclufion, 
The duke of Norfolk then moved in the houfe, that, 
fince there were no hopes of having a report from the 
committee, the articles of faith, intended to be eftablifh- 
ed, fhould be reduced to fix; and a new committee be 
appointed to draw an act with regard to them. As this 
peer was -underftood to fpeak.the fenfe of the king, his 
motion was immediately complied with; and, after a 
fhort prorogation, the bill of the /ix articles, or the bloody 
bill, as the proteftants juftly termed it, was introduced, and 

having pafled the two houfes, received the royal affent, 
In this law, the doctrine of the real prefence was efta- 
blifhed, the communion in one kind, the perpetual obli- 
gation of vows of chaftity, the utility of private mafles, 
the celibacy of the clergy, and the neceffity of auricular 
confefion. The denial of the firft article, with regard 
to the real prefence, fubjected the perfon to death by fire, 
and to the fame forfeiture as in cafes of treafon; and 
admitted not the privilege of abjuring : An unheard-of 
feverity, and unknown to the inguifition itfelf,. The 
denial of any of the other five articles, even though re- 
canted, was punifhable by the forfeiture of goods and 
chattels, and imprifonment during the king’s pleafure: 
An obftinate adherence to error, or a relapfe, was ad- 
judged to be felony, and punifhable with death. The 
marriage of priefts was fubjected to the fame punith- 
ment, 
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ment. Their commerce with women was, on the firft C 4 A P. 
; ; ; XXXII, 

offence, forfeiture and imprifonment ; on the fecond, a 
death. The abftaining from confeffion, and from re- 15-6. 
ceiving the eucharift at the accuftomed times, fubjeéted 
the perfon to fine, and to imprifonment during the king’s 
pleafure ; and if the criminal perfevered after conviction, 
he was punifhable by death and forfeiture, as in cafes of 
felony °. Commiffioners were to be appointed by the king, 
for enquiring into thefe herefies and irregular practices ; 
and the criminals were to be tried by a jury. 

THE king, in framing this law, laid his oppreflive 
hand on both parties ; and even the catholics had reafon 
to complain, that the friars and nuns, though difmified 
their convent, fhould be capricioufly reftrained to the 
practice of celibacy 4: But as the proteftants were chiefly 
expofed to the feverity of the ftatute, the mifery of ad- 
verfaries, according to the ufual maxims of party, was re- 
garded by the adherents to the ancient religion, as their 
own profperity and triumph. Cranmer had the courage 
to oppofe this bill in the houfe; and though the king 
défired him to abfent himfelf, he could not be prevailed 
on to give this proof of compliance *. Henry was ac- 
cuftomed to Cranmer’s freedom and fincerity ; and being 
convinced of the general rectitude of his intentions, gaye 
him an unufual indulgence in this particular, and never 
allowed even a whifper againft him. That prelate, how- 
ever, was now obliged, in obedience to the ftatute, to 
difmifs his wife, the niece of Ofiander, a famous divine 
of Nuremburg‘; and Henry, {fatisfied with this proof 
of fubmiffion, fhowed him his former countenance and 
favour. Latimer and Shaxton threw up their bifhoprics 
on account of the law, and were committed to prifon, 
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CHAP. ‘Tue parliament, having thus refigned all their reli. 
XXX. ell . an 
gious liberties, proceeded to an entire furrender of their 
1539: civil; and without fcruple or deliberation they made by 
Proclama- : Ries 
tionsmade one act a total fubverfion of the Englifh conftitution, 
ag ‘o They gave to the king’s proclamation the fame force as 
to a ftatute enacted by parliament; and to render the 


matter worfe, if poflible, they framed this law, as if it 


were only declaratory, and were intended to explain the 
natural extent of royal authority. ‘The preamble con- 
tains, that the king had formerly fet forth feveral pro- 
clamations which froward perfons had wilfully contemn- 
ed, not confidering what a king by his royal power may 
do; that this licence might encourage offenders not only 
to difobey the laws of Almighty God, but alfo to dif 
honour the king’s moft royal majefty, who may full ill 
bear it; that fudden emergencies often occur, which re« 
quire f{peedy remedies, and cannot await the flow af- 
fembling and deliberations of parliament; and that, : 
though the king was empowered, by his authority, de- 
rived from God, to confult the public good on thefe oc- 
cafions, yet the oppofition of refractory fubje&ts might : 
pufh him to extremity and violence: For thefe reafons, 
the parliament, that they might remove all occafion of 
doubt, afcertained by a ftatute this prerogative of the 
crown, and enabled his majefty, with the advice of his 
council, to fet forth proclamations, enjoining obedience : 
under whatever pains and penalties he fhould think pro- 
per: And thefe proclamations were to have the force of 
perpetual laws &. 

Wuart proves either a ftupid or a wilful blindnefs in 
the parliament is, that they pretended, even after this 
ftatute, to maintain fome limitations in the government ; 
and they enacted, that no proclamation fhould deprive 


any perfon of his lawful pofleffions, liberties, inherit- 
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ances, privileges, franchifes ; nor yet infringe any com- Y cee 
mon law or laudable cuftom of the realm, They Git 
not confider, that no penalty could be infli@ed on the 153% 
difobeying of proclamations, without invading fome li- 
berty or property of the fubjeét; and that the power of 
enacting new laws, joined to the difpenfing power, then 
exercifed by the crown, amounted to a full legiflative 
authority. It is true, the kings of England had always 
been accuftomed, from their own authority, to iffue pro- 
clamations, and to exact obedience to them ; and this 
Prerogative was, no doubt, a ftrong fymptom of abfo- 
Jute government: But ftill there was a difference be- 
tween a power, which was exercifed on a particular 
emergence, and which muft be juftified by the prefent 
expedience or neceflity; and an authority conferred by a 
pofitive ftatute, which could no longer admit of controul 
or limitation. 

Coutp any aét be more oppofite to the fpirit of liberty 
than this law, it would have been another of the fame 
parliament. They paffed an act of attainder, not onl 
againft the marquis of Exeter, the lords Montacute, 
Darcy, Huffey, and others, who had been legally tried 
and condemned ; but alfo again{t fome perfons, of the 
higheft quality, who had never been accufed, or exa- 
mined, or convicted. The violent hatred, which Henry 
bore-to cardinal Pole, had extended itfelf to all his friends 
and relations ; and his mother in particular, the countefs 
of Salifbury, had, on that account, become extremely 
obnoxious to him. She was alfo accufed of having em- 
ployed her authority with her tenants, to hinder them 
from.reading the new tranflation of the Bible; of having 
procured bulls from Rome; which, it is faid, had been feen 
at Coudray, her country feat; and of having kept a 
Correfpondence .with her fon, the cardinal: But Henry 
found, either that thefe offences could not be proved, 
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hat they would not by law be fubjected to fuch fevere 
He refolv- 
ed, therefore, to proceed in a more fummary and more 
tyrannical manner ; and for that purpofe, he fent Crom- 
wel, who was but too obfequious to his will, to afk 
the judges, whether the parliament could attaint a per- 
fon, who was forth-coming, without giving him any 
trial, or citing him to appear before them*? ‘The judges 
replied, that it was a dangerous queftion, and that the 
high court of parliament ought to give the example to in- 
ferior courts, of proceeding according to juftice: No in- 
ferior court could act in that arbitrary manner, and they 
thought that the parliament never would. Being preffed 
1ore explicit anfwer, they replied, that, if a 
perfon were attainted in that manner, the attainder could 
never afterwards be brought in queftion, but muft remain 
good in law. Henry learned by this decifion, that fuch 
a method of proceeding, though directly contrary to all 
the principles of equity, was yet practicable; and this 
being all he was anxious to know, he refolved to employ 
it againft the counte/s of Salifbury. Cromwel fhowed to 
the houfe of peers a banner, on which were embroider- 


to give a 


ed the five wounds of Chrift, the fymbol, chofen by the 
northern rebels; and this banner, he affirmed, was found 
in the countefs’s houfei. No other proof feems to have 
been produced, in order to afcertain her guilt: The 
parliament, without farther enquiry, paffed a bill of 
attainder againft her ; and they involved in the fame bill, 
without any better proof, as far as appears, Gertrude 
marchionefs of Exeter, Sir Adrian Fortefcue, and Sir 
‘Thomas Dingley. Thefe two gentlemen were execited ; 
‘The marchionets was pardoned, and furvived the king ; 
the countefs received a reprieve. 
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Tue only beneficial a&t, paffed this feffion, was that ee 
by which the parliament confirmed the furrender of the ——4 
monafteries ; yet even this aét contains much falfe- 153% 
hood, much tyranny, and were it not that all private 
rights muft fubmit to public intereft, much injuftice 
and iniquity. The fcheme of engaging the abbots to 
furrender their monafteries had been conducted, as may 
eafily be imagined, with many invidious circumftances : 
Arts of all kinds had been employed; every motive, 
that could work on the frailty of human nature, had 
been fet before them; and it was with great difficulty 
that thefe dignified conventuals were brought to make 
a conceffion, which moft of them regarded as deftru@ive 
of their interefts, as well as facrilegious and criminal in 
itfelf*, ‘Three abbots had fhown more conftancy than 
the reft, the abbots of Colchefter, Reading, and Glaften- 
bury ; and in order to punifh them for their oppofition, 
and make them an example to others, means had been 
found to convict them of treafon ; they had perifhed by 
the hands of the executioner, and the revenue of the 
convents had been forfeited!, Befides, though none of 
thefe violences had taken place, the king knew, that a 
furrender made by men, who were only tenants for life, 
would not bear examination ; and he was therefore re- 
folved to make all fure by his ufual expedient, an a& of 
parliament. In the preamble to this act, the parliament 
aflerts, that all the furrenders, made by the abbots, had 
been, ‘* without conftraint, of their own accord, and 
‘¢ according to due courfe of common law.” And in 
confequence, the two houfes confirm the furrenders, 
and fecure the property of the abbey lands to the king 
and his fucceflors for ever™. It is remarkable, that 
all the mitred abbots ftill fat in the houfe of peers; 
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P. and that none of them made any protefts againft this 


—— inju rious ftatute. 


Fy this feffion, the rank of all the great officers of ftate 
was fixed: Cromwel, as vicegerent, had the precedency 
affigned him above all of them. It was thought fingu- 
lar, that a blackfmith’s fon, for he was no other, fhould 
have place next the royal family; and that a man, pof- 
Med Of no. manner of literature, fhould be fet at the 
head of the church. 

As foon as the act of the fix articles had paffed, the 
catholics were extremely vigilant-in informing againtt 
offenders ; and no lefs than five hundred perfons were in 
a little time thrown into prifon. But Cromwel, who 
had not had intereft to prevent that act, was able, for 
the prefent, to elude its execution. Seconded by the 
duke of Suffolk, and chancellor Audley, as well as by 
Cranmer, he remonftrated againft the cruelty of punifh- 
ing fo many delinquents ; ‘and he obtained permiffion 
to fet them at liberty. The uncertainty of the king’s 
humour gave each party an opportunity of triumphing 
in his turn, No fooner had Henry pafled this law, 
which feemed to infliét fo deep a wound on the refor- 
mere, than he granted a general permiffion, for every 
one to have the new tranflation of the Bible in his fa- 
mily; A conceflion regarded by that party, as an im- 
portant victory. 

3uT as Henry was obferved to be much governed by 
his wives, while he retained his fondnefs for them, the 
final ae of either party feemed much to depend 
on the choice of the future queen. Immediately after 
the death of Jane Seymour, the moft beloved of all his 
wives, he began to think of a new marriage. He firft 
caft his eye towards the dutchefs-dowager of Milan, 
niece to the emperor; and he made propofals for that 
alliance, But meeting with difficulties, he was carried, 
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by his friendfhip for Francis, rather to think of a French C H A Ps 
princefs. He demanded the dutchefs-dowager of Loney 
gueville, daughter of the duke of Guife, a prince of the 1539 
houfe of Lorraine; but Francis told him, that the lady 
was already betrothed to the king of Scotland. The 
king, however, would not take a refufal: He had fet 
his heart extremely on the match: The information, 
which he had received, of the dutchefs’s accomplifhments 
and beauty, had prepoffeffed him in her favour; and hav= 
ing privately fent over Meautys to examine her perfon, 
and get certain intelligence of her conduét, the accounts, 
which that agent brought him, ferved farther to inflame 
his defires. He learned, that fhe was big made; and he 
thought her, on that account, the more proper match for 
him, who was now become fomewhat corpulent. The 
pleafure too of mortifying his nephew, whom he did not 
love, was a farther incitement to his profecution of this 
match ; and he infifted, that Francis fhould give him the 
preference to the king of Scots. But Francis, though 
fenfible that the alliance of England was of much greater 
importance to his interefts, would not affront his friend 
and ally; and to prevent farther folicitation, he imme- 
diately fent the princefs to Scotland. Not to fhock, how- 
ever, Henry’s humour, Francis made him an offer of 
Mary of Bourbon, daughter of the duke-of Vendome ; 
but as the king was informed, that James had formerly 
rejected this princefs, he would not hear any farther of 
fuch a propofal. The French monarch then offered him 
the choice of the two younger fifters of the queen of 
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Scots ; and he affured him, that they were nowife inferior 
either in merit or fize to their elder fifter, and that one of 
them was even fuperior in beauty. The king was as 
{crupulous with regard to the perfon of his wives, as if 
his heart had been really fufceptible of a delicate paffion ; 
and he was unwilling to truft any relations, or even pic- 

tures, 


8 


XXXII. 


#539: 


He marries 
Anne uf 
Cleves, 


HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 


C HAP. tures, with regard to this important particular, He pro 
‘ ypofed to Francis, that they fhould have a conference at 


Calais on pretence of bufinefs; and that this monarch 
fhould bring along with him the two princefles of Guife, 
together with the fineft ladies of quality in France, that 
he might make a choice among them, But the gallante 
fpirit of Francis was fhocked with the propofal : He was 
impreffed with too much regard, he faid, for the fair fex, 
to carry ladies of the firft quality, like geldings, to a 
market, there to be chofen or rejected by the humour of 
the purchafer", Henry would hearken to none of thefe 
niceties, but ftill infifted on his propofal; which, how- 
ever, notwithftanding Francis’s earneft defire of obliging 
him, was finally rejected. 

THE king then began to turn his thoughts towards a 
German alliance; and as the princes of the Smalcaldic 
lcague were extremely difgufted with the emperor on ac- 
count of his perfecuting their religion, he hoped, by 
matching himfelf into one of their families, to renew a 
connexion, which he regarded as fo advantageous to him. 
Cromwel joyfully feconded this intention; and propofed 
to him Anne of Cleves, whofe father, the duke of that 
name, had great intereft among the Lutheran princes, 
and whofe fifter, Sibylla, was married to the elector of 
Saxony, the head of the proteftant league. A flattering 
picture of the princefs by Hans Holben determined Henry 
to apply to her father; and after fome negociation, the 
marriage, notwithftanding the oppofition of the elector of 
Saxony, was at laft concluded ; and Anne was fent over 
to England. The king, impatient to be fatisfied with 
regard to the perfon of his bride, came privately to Rochef- 
ter, and got a fight of her. He found her big, indeed, 
and tall, as he could wifh; but utterly deftitute both: of 
beauty and grace; very unlike the pictures and reprefen- 
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tations, which he had received : He fwore fhe wasa great eA 
Flanders-mare ; and declared, that he never could pof- 
fibly bear her any affection. The matter was worfe, 153% 
when he found, that fhe could fpeak no language but 
Dutch, of which he was entirely ignorant ; and that the 
charms of her converfation were not likely to compenfate 
for the homelinefs of her perfon. He returned to Green- Diflikesher. 
wich very melancholy ; and he much lamented his hard 
fate to Cromwel, as well as to Lord Ruflel, Sir Anthony 
Brown, and Sir Anthony Denny. ‘This laft gentleman, 
in order to give him comfort, told him, that his misfor+ 
tune was common to him with all kings, who could not, 
Jike private perfons, chufe for themfelves; but muft re- 
ceive their wives from the judgment and fancy of others. 
Ir was the fubje&t of debate among the king’s coun- 
fellors, whether the marriage could not yet be diffolved ; 
and the princefs be fent back to herown country. Hen- 
ry’s fituation feemed at that time very critical. After the 
ten years’ truce, concluded between the emperor and the 
king of France, a good underftanding was thought to 
have taken place between thefe rival monarchs; and fuch 
marks of union appeared, as gave great jealoufy to the 
court of England. ‘The emperor, who knew the gene- 
rous nature of Francis, even put a confidence in him, 
which is rare, to that degree, among great princes. An 
infurrection had been raifed in the Low-Countries by the 
inhabitants of Ghent, and feemcd to threaten the moft 
dangerous confequences. Charles, who refided at that 
time in Spain, refolved to go in perfon to Flanders, in 
order to appeafe thofe diforders ; but he found great diffi- 
culties in chufing the manner of his paffing thither. The 
road by Italy and Germany was tedious: The voyage 
through the Channel dangerous, by reafon of the Englifh 
naval power: He afked Francis’s permiflion to pafs thro’ 
his dominions ; and he entrufted himfelf into the hands 
‘ of 
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vhom he had fo mortally offended. The 


hs y French monarch received him at Paris, with great mag~ 
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nificence and courtefy; and though prompted both by 
revenge and intereft, as well as by the advice of his 
miftrefs and favourites, to make advantage of the prefent 
Opportunity, he conducted the emperor fafely out of his 
dominions ; and would not fo much as fpeak to him of 
bufinefs during his abode in France, left his demands 
Should bear the air of violence upon his royal gueft. 

Henry, who was informed of all thefe particulars, 
believed that an entire and cordial union had taken place 
between thefe princes ; and that their religious zeal might 
prompt them to fall with combined arms upon England, 
An alliance with the German princes feemed now, more 
than ever, requifite for his intereft and fafety ; and he 
knew, that, if he fent back the princefs of Cleves, fuch 
an affront would be highly refented by her friends and 
family. He was therefore refolved, notwith{tanding his 
averfion to her, to complete the marriage; and he told 
Cromwel, that, fince matters had gone fo far, he mutt 
put his neck into the yoke. Cromwel, who knew how 
much his own interefts were concerned in this affair, 
was very anxious to learn from the king, next morning 
after the marriage, whether he now liked his fpoufe any 
better. The king told him, that he hated her worfe 
than ever; and that her perfon was more difgufting on a 
near approach: He was refolved never to meddle with 
her; and even fufpected her not to be a true maid: A 
point, about which he entertained an extreme delicacy, 
He continued, however, to be civil to Anne; he even 
feemed to repofe his ufual confidence in Cromwel ; but 
though he exerted this command over himfelf, a difcon- 
tent lay lurking in his breaft, and was ready to burft out 
on the firft opportunity. 
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A sESSION of parliament was held; and none of the esc ds 

abbots were now allowed a place in the houfe of peers. 
The king, by the mouth of the chancellor, complained part 
to the parliament of the great diverfity of religions, which a partia- 
ftill prevailed among his. fubje@s: A grievance, he af-™* 
firmed, which ought the lefs to be endured ; becaufe the 
Scriptures were now publifhed in Englifh, and ought 
univerfally to be the ftandard of belief to all mankind. 
But he had appointed, he faid, fome bifhops and divines 
to draw up a lift of tenets, to which his people were to 
affent ; and he was determined, that Chrift, the doctrine 
of Chrift, and the truth, fhould have the victory. The 
king feems to have expected more effe@ in afcertaining 
truth, from this new book of his doétors, than had ene 
fued from the publication of the Scriptures. Cromwel, 
as vicar-general, made alfo in the king’s name a fpeech 
to the upper houfe; and the peers, in return, beftowed, 
great flattery on him, and in particular faid that he was 
worthy, by his defert, to be vicar-general of the univerfe. 
That minifter feemed to be no lefs in his mafter’s good 
graces: fe received, foon after the fitting of the parlia- 
ment, the title of earl of Effex, and was inftalied knight 
of the garter. 

THERE remained only one religious order in England ; 
the knights of St. John of Jerufalem, or the knights of 
Malta, as they are commonly called. This order, partly 
ecclefiaftical, partly military, had, by their valour, done 
great fervice to Chriftendom ; and had very much retard- 
ed, at Jerufalem, Rhodes, and Malta, the rapid progrefs 
of the barbarians. During the general furrender of the 
religious houfes in England, they had exerted their fpi- 
rit, and had obftinately refufed to yield up their revenues 
to the king; and Henry, who would endure no fociety 
that profefled obedience to the pope, was obliged to have 
Fecourfe §o parliament for the diffolution of this order, 
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cH A P. Their revenues were large; and formed an addition nos 


a w—-— Wife contemptible to the many acquifitions, which the 


1540. 


Fall of 


Cromwel. 


But he had very ill hufbanded 
the great revenue acquired by the plunder of the church } 
His profufe generofity diffipated fafter than his rapacity 
could fupply ; 


king had already made. 
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parliament was furprized this 
feffion to find a demand made upon them of four-tenths, 
and a fubfidy of one fhilling in the pound during two 
years: So ill were the public expetations anfwered, that 
the crown was never more to require any fupply from the 
people. The commons, though lavifh of their liberty, 
and of the blood of their fellow-fubjects, were extremely 
frugal of their money ; and it was not without difficulty 
fo fmall a grant could be obtained by this abfolute and 
dreaded monarch. ‘The convocation gave the king four 
The 


pretext for thefe grants was the great expence, which 
Henry had undergone for the defence of the realm, in 


fhillings in the pound to be levied in two years. 


building forts along the fea-coaft, and in equipping @ 
navy. As he had at prefent no ally on the continent, 
in whom he repofed much confidence, he relied only on his 
domettic ftrength, and was on that account obliged to be 
‘more expenfive in his preparations againft the danger of 
an invafion, 

THE king’s favour to Cromwel, and his acquiefcence 
in the marriage with Anne of Cleves, were both of them 
deceitful appearances: His averfion to the queen fecretly 
encreafed every day; and having at laft broken all re- 
ftraint, it prompted him at once to feek the diffolution of 
a marriage fo odious to him, and to involve his minifter 
in ruin, who had been the innocent author of it. The 
fall of Cromwel was haftened by other caufes. All the 
nobility hated a man, who, being of fuch low extraction, 
had not only mounted above them by his ftation of vicar- 
general, but had engrofled many of the other confiderable 

offices 
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offices of the crown: Befides enjoying that commiffion, CH a 
which gave him a high, and almoft abfolute autho- ~~ "4 
rity over the clergy, and even over the laity, he was 154%. 
privy feal, chamberlain, and mafter of the wards: He 
had alfo obtained the order of the garter, a dignity which 
had ever been conferred only on men of illuftrious fami- 
lies, and which feemed to be profaned by its being com- 
municated to fo mean a perfon. ‘The people were averfe 
to him, as the fuppofed author of the violence on the 
monatteries ; eftablifhments, which were ftill revered and 
beloved by the commonalty. The catholics regarded him 
as the concealed enemy of their religion: The proteft- 
ants, obferving his exterior concurrence with all the per- 
fecutions exercifed againft them, were inclined to bear 
him as little favour ; and reproached him with the timi- 
dity, if not treachery, of his conduct, And the king, 
who found, that great clamours had on all hands arifen 
againft the adminiftration, was not difpleafed to throw 
on Cromwel the load of public hatred; and he hoped, 
by making fo eafy a facrifice, to regain the affeCtions of 
his fubjects. 

But there was another caufe, which fuddenly fet all 
thefe motives in action, and brought about an unexpected 
revolution in the miniftry. The king had fixed his affec- 
tion on Catherine Howard, niece to the duke of Norfolk ; 
and being determined to gratify this new paflion, he 
could find no expedient, but, by procuring a divorce 
from his prefent confort, to raife Catherine to his bed 
and throne, The duke, who had long been engaged 
in enmity with Cromwel, made the fame ufe of her infi- 
nuations to ruin this minifter, that he had formerly done 
of Anne Boleyn’s againft Wolfey: And when all engines 
were prepared, he obtained a commiffion from the king, 
to arreft Cromwel at the council-table, on an accufation 
of high treafon, and to commit him to the Tower. Im- 

mediately 
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+ © eee mediately after, a bill of attainder was framed againft 
Neate teged TT 5 and the houfe of peers thought proper, without 
1540, trial, examination, or evidence, to condemn to death a 
man, whom, a few days before, they had declared wor- 
thy to be vicar-general of the univerfe. ‘The houfe of 
commons paffed the bill, though not without fome op- 
pofition. Cromwel was accufed of herefy and treafon ; 
but the proofs of his treafonable practices are utterly 
amprobable, and even abfolutely ridiculous?. The only 
circumftance of his condud&t, by which he feems to have 
merited this fate, was his being the inftrument of the 
king’s tyranny, in conduéting like iniquitous bills, in 
the preceding feffion, againft the countefs of Salifbury 

and others. 
CRoMWEL endeavoured to foften the king by the moft 
Humble fupplications ; but all to no purpofe: It was not 
the practice of that prince to ruin his minifters and fa- 
vourites by halves; and though the unhappy prifoner 
once wrote to him in fo moving a {train as even to draw 
tears from his eyes, he hardened himfelf againft all move- 
ments of pity, and refufed his pardon. ‘The conclufion 
of Cromwel’s letter ran in thefe words: ‘* I, a moft wo- 
“© ful prifoner, am ready to fubmit to death when it fhall 
<< pleafe God and your majefty; and yet the frail flefh 
<< incites me to call to your grace for mercy and pardon 
‘¢ of mine offences. Written at the Tower with the 
<¢ heavy heart and trembling hand of your highnefs’s 


<¢ moft miferable prifoner and poor flave, Thomas Crom- 
“6 wel.” And a little below, ** Moft gracious prince, 
a8th July, *¢ I cry for mercy, mercy, mercy 9.” When brought to 
Jo? a the place of execution, he avoided all earneft protelta- 
tions of his innocence, and all complaints againft the fen- 


tence pronounced upon him. He knew, that Henzy 
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Would refent on his fon thofe fymptoms of oppofition to ae 
his will, and that his death alone would not terminate canna cll 
that monatch’s vengeance. He was a than of prudence, 154% 
induftry, and abilities ; worthy of a better mafter and of a 
better fate. ‘Though raifed to the fummit of power from 
‘a low origin, he betrayed no infolence or contempt to- 
wards his inferiofs ; and was careful to temember all the 
obligations, which, during his more hunible fortunes 
he had owed to any one. He had ferved as a private 
fentinel in the Italian wars ; when he received fome good 
offices from a Lucquefe merchant, who had entirely 
forgotten his perfon, as well as the fervice, which he had 
rendered him. Cromwel, in his grandeur, happened, at 
London, to caft his eye on his benefactor, now reduced 
to poverty, by misfortunes, He immediately fent for 
him, reminded him of their ancient friendfhip, and by 
his grateful affiftance, reinftated him in his former pro- 
{perity and opulence '. 

THE meafures for divorcing Henry from -Anne OF re siseig dis 
Cleves, were carried on at the fame time with the bill of vorce from 
attainder againft Cromwel. ‘The houfe of peers, in con- — 
junction with the commons, applied to the king by peti- 
tion, defiring that he would allow his marriage to be ex- 
amined; and orders were immediately given to lay the 
matter before the convocation. Anne had formerly been 
contracted by her father to the duke of Lorraine; but 
fhe, as well as the duke, were at that time under ages 
and the contract had been afterwards annulled by confent 
of both parties. The king, however, pleaded this pre- 
contract as a ground of divorce; and he added two rea- 
fons more, which may feem a little extraordinary; that, 
when he efpoufed Anne he had not inwardly given his 
confent, and that he had not thought proper to confum- 

_ mate the marriage. “The convocation was fatisfied with 
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Te P.thefe reafons, and folemnly annulled the marriage betweemt 
[as i. 
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__~ the king and queen: The parliament ratified the decifion 

1540- of the clergy.’ ; and the fentence was foon after notified to 
the princefs. 

Awune was bleft with a nanpy infenfibility of temper, 


even in the points which the moft nearly affect her fex 5 
and the king’s averfion towards her, as well as his profe- 
cution of the divorce, had never given her the leaft un- 
eafinefs. She w ‘Hinoly hearkened to terms of accommoda- 
tion with him; and when he offered to adopt her as his 
fifter, to give her place next the queen and his own 
daughter, and to make a fettlement of three thoufand 
sounds a year upon her; fhe accepted of the conditions, 
and gave her confent to the divorce *. She even wrote 
to her brother (for her father was now déad), that the had 
been very well ufed in England, and defired him to live 
on good terms with the king. The only inftance of 
seid which fhe betrayed was, that fhe refufed to return 
to her own country after the affront which fhe had re- 
ceived ; and the lived and died in England. 
NotTwiTHstTANDING Anne’s moderation, this inci- 
dent produced a great coldnefs between the king and the 
German princes; but as the fituation of Europe was 
now much altered, Henry was the more indifferent about 
their refentment. The clofe intimacy, which had taken 
place between Francis and Charles, had fubfifted during 
a very fhort time: The diffimilarity of their characters 
foon renewed, with greater violence than ever, their for- 
mer jealoufy and hatred. While Charles remained at 
Paris, Francis had been imprudently engaged, by his open. 
temper, and by that fatisfaftion, which a noble mind na- 
turally feels in performing generous actions, to make in 
confidence fome dangerous difcoveries to that interefted 
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monarch ; and having now loft all fufpicion of his rival, 


$ See note [M] at the end of the volume. t Herbert, 
P. 458, 459+ 
he 
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he hoped that the emperor and he, fupporting each other, € a A Pe 
might negle&t every other alliance. He not only com-— tea , 
municated to his gueft the ftate of his negociations with 1540. 
Sultan Solyman and the Venetians: He alfo laid open the 
folicitations, which he had received from the court of 
' England, to enter into a confederacy againft him *. 
Charles had no fooner reached his own dominions, than 
he fhewed himfelf unworthy of the friendly reception 
which he had‘met with. He abfolutely refufed to fulfl his 
promife, and put the duke of Orleans in pofleffion of the 
Milanefe : He informed Solyman and the fenate of Ve- 
nice of the treatment, which they had received from their 
ally: and he tock care that Henry fhould not be ig- 
narant how readily Francis had abandoned his ancient 
friend to whom he owed fuch important obligations, and 
had facrificed himy to a new confederate: He even poi- 
foned and mifreprefented many things, which the unfuf- 
pecting heart of the French monarch had difclofed to him. 
Had Henry poflefled true judgment and generofity, this 
incident alone had been fufficient to guide him in the 
choice of his ally. But his domineering pride carried him 
immediately to renounce the friendfhip of Francis, who 
had fo unexpectedly given the preference to the emperor: 
And as Charles invited him to a renewal of ancient amity, 
he willingly accepted of the offer; and thinking him rfelf 
fecure in this alliance, he neglected the frieid{lsip both of 
France and of the German princes. 

THE new turn, which Henry had taken with regard 
to foreign affairs, was extremely agreeable to his catholic 
Fabjcets ; ; and as it had perhaps contributed, among other 
reafons, to the ruta of Cromwel, it made them entertain 
hopes of a: final prevalence over their antagonift, “Phe 


: . : 8th Aug, 
marriage of the king with Catherine Howard, which fol- Wis mar- 


lewed foon after his divorce from Anne of Cleves, was Tis" = 
Howard. 
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Cc H 4 P. alfo regarded as a favourable incident to their party; - and 


XXXII 


Pe cea the isipaivent events correfponded to their expectations. 


3540. 


he king’s councils being now directed by Norfolk and 
Gardiner, a furious perfecution commenced againft the 
proteftants ; and the law of the fix articles was executed 
with rigour. Dr. Barnes, who had been the caufe of 
Lambert’s execution, felt, in his turn, the feverity of the 
perfecuting fpirit; and, by a bill, which paffed in par- 
liament, he was, without trial, condemned to the flames, 
together with Jerome and Gerrard. He difcufled theo- 
logical queftions even at the ftake ; and as the difpute be- 
tween him and the fheriff, turned upon the invocation of 
faints, he faid, that he doubted whether the faints could 
pray for us; but if they could, he hoped, in half an hour, 
to be praying for the fheriff and all the {pectators. He 
next entreated the fheriff to carry to the king his dying 
requeft, which he fondly imagined would have authority 
with that monarch, who had fent him to the ftake. The 
purport of his requeft was, that Henry, befides repreffing 
fuperftitious ceremonies, fhould be extremely vigilant in 


preventing fornication and common {wearing . 
{ Henry was exerting this violence againft the 
he fpared not the catholics who denied his 
fupremacy ; and a foreigner, at that time in England, had 


reafon to fay, that thofe who were aga inft the pope were 
burned, and thofe who were for him were hanged *. 
The king even difplayed, in an oftentatious manner, this 
tyrannical impartiality, which reduced both parties to 
fubje&tion, and infufed terror into every breaft. Barnes, 
Gerrard, and Uses had been carried to the place of 
execution on three hurdles; and along with them there 
was pl 

TEASE or his religio: Fhefe catholics were Abel, 
Fetherftone, and Powel, who declared, that the mof 
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grievous part of their punifhment was the being coupled C H AP, 
to fuch heretical mifcreants as fuffered with them ¥. Dei 
THovuGH the fpirit of the Englith feemed to be totally 2540. 
funk under the defpotic power of Henry, there appeared 
fome fymptoms of difcontent: An inconfiderable re- 
bellion broke out in Yorkfhire, headed by Sir John Ne- 
vil; but it was foon fuppreffed, and Nevil, with other 
ringleaders, was executed. ‘The rebels were fuppofed to 
have been inftigated by the intrigues of cardinal Pole ; 
and the king was inftantly determined to make the coun- 
tefs of Salifbury, who already lay under fentence of death, 
fuffer for her fon’s offences. He ordered her to be 
carried to execution; and this venerable matron main~ 27th May, 
tained ftill, in thefe diftrefsful circumftances, the fpirit of 
that long race of monarchs, from whom fhe was de- 
fcended #. She refufed to lay her head on the block, or 
fubmit to a fentence where fhe had received notrial. She 
told the executioner, that, if he would have her head, he 
muft win it the beft way he could: And thus, fhaking 
her venerable grey locks, fhe ran about the fcaffold ; and 
the executioner followed her with his ax, aiming many 
fruitlefs blows at her neck, before he was able to give 
the fatal ftroke. Thus perifhed the laft of the line 
of Plantagenet, which, with great glory, but flill greater : 
crimes and misfortunes, had governed England for the 
{pace of three hundred years. Lord Leonard Grey, a 
man who had formerly rendered fervice to the crown, 
was alfo beheaded for treafon, foon after the countefs of 
Salifbury. We know little concerning thé grounds of 
his profecution. 
Tue infurreGtion in the North engaged Henry to make 
a progrefs thither, in order to quiet the minds of his peo- 
ple, to reconcile them to his government, and to abolifh 
the ancient fuperftitions, to which thofe parts were much 
% Herbert, p. 463 
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CH AP.addiaed. He had alfo another motive for this journey ; 

XXXL ; rt a 

‘ "» He purpofed to have a conference at York with his ne- 

1541. phew the king of Scotland, and, if poffible, to cement a 
clofe and indiffoluble union with that kingdom. 

State of Tue fame fpirit of religious paige aa which had 

affuirs in 


- Ata: parts of Europe, had made its way into Scot- 
w ANG, P 


land, and had begun, before this period, to excite the 
fame jealoufies, fears, and perfecutions. About the year 


feized oth 


er 
} 
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1527, Patric Hamilton, a young man of a noble family, 
having been created abbot of Ferne, was fent abroad 
for bis education ; but had fallen into company with 
fome reformers, and he returned into his own country 
very ill difpofed towards that church, of which his birth 
and his merit entitled him to attain the higheft dignities, 
‘The fervour of youth and his zeal for novelty made it 
impoffible for him to conceal his fentiments ; and Camp- 
bel, prior of the Dominicans, who, under colour of friend- 
fhip and a fympathy in opinion, had infinuated himfelf 
into his confidence, accufed him before Beaton, arch- 
pifhop of St. Andrews. Hamilton was invited to St. 
Andrews, in order to maintain, with fome of the clergy, 
a difpute concerning the controverted points; and after 
much reafoning with regard to juftification, free-will, ori- 
ginal fin, and other topics of that nature, the conference _ 
ended with their condemning Hamilton to be burned for 
his errors, ‘The young man, who had been deaf to the 
infinuations of ambition, was lefs likely to be fhaken with 
the fears of death ; while he propofed to himfelf, both the 
glory of bearing teftimony to the truth, and the imme- 
diate reward attending his martyrdom. ‘The people, who 
compafionated his youth, his virtue, and his noble birth, 
were much moved at the conftancy of his end; and an 
incident, which foon followed, ftill more confirmed them 
jn their favourable fentiments towards him. He had cited 
Campbel, who ftill infulted him at the flake, to anfwer 
Secs before 


HENRY VIII 15 


before the judgment-feat of Chrift; and as that perfe-~ € H A P. 
cutor, either aftonifhed with thefe events, or overcome with ae 
remorfe, or, perhaps, feized cafually with a diftemper, 3540: 
foon after loft his fenfes, and fell into a fever, of which 
he died ; the people regarded Hamilton as a prophet, as 
well as a martyr *. 

Amone the difciples converted by Hamilton, was one 
friar Forreft, who became a zealous preacher; and who, 
though he did not openly difcover his fentiments, was 
fufpected to lean towards the new opinions, His dioce- 
fan, the bifhop of Dunkel, enjoined him, when he. met 
with a good epiftle or good gofpel, which favoured the 
liberties of holy church, to preach on it, and let the reft - 
alone, Forreft replied, that he had read both Old and 
New Teftament, and had not found an ill epiftle, or ill 
eofpel in any part of them, ‘The extreme attachment to 
the Scriptures was regarded in thofe days as a fure cha- 
racteriftic of herefy ; and Forreft was foon after brought 
to trial, and condemned to the flames, While the 
priefts were deliberating on the place of his execution, 
a byftander advifed them toeburn‘him in a cellar: For 
that the fmoke of Mr. Patric Hamilton had infeéted all — 
thofe on whom it blew >. 

THE clergy were at that time reduced to great diffi- 
culties not only in Scotland, but all over Europe. As 
the reformers aimed at a total fubverfion of ancient efta- 
blifliments, which they reprefented as idolatrous, impious, 
deteftable; the priefts, who found both their honours 
and properties at ftake, thought that they had a right to 
refift, by every expedient, thefe dangerous invaders, and 
that the fame fimple principles of equity, which juftified 
aman in killing a pyrate or a robbet, would acquit them 
for the execution of fuch heretics. A toleration, though 
jt is never acceptable to ecclefiaftics, might, they faid, 
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¢ HA Pebe admitted in other cafes; but feemed an abfurdity, 
where fundamentals were fhaken, and where the pofs 


feffions, and even the exiftence of the eftablithed clergy 


were brought in danger. But though the church was 
thus carried by policy, as well as inclination, to kindle 
the fires of perfecution, they found the fuccefs of this 
Femedy very precarious, an is: objerved, that the enthufi- 
aftic zeal of the reformers, inflamed by punifhment, 


was apt to Pree contagious on the compaffionate minds 
of the fpectato The new doétrine, amidft all the 


dangers, to are it was expofed, fecretly fpread itfelf 
every where; and the minds of men were gradually dif- 
pofed toa Beh eae: in religion. | 
Bur the moft dangerous fymptom for the clergy in 
Scotland was, that the nobility, from the example of 
England, had caft a wifhful eye on the church revenues, 
and hoped, if a reformation took place, to enrich them- 
felves by the plunder of the ecclefiaftics. James himfelf, 
who was very poor, and was fomewhat inclined to mag- 
nificence, particularly in building, had been fwayed by 
Jike motives ; and began to.threaten the clergy with the 
fame fate that had attended them in the neighbouring 
country. Henry alfo never ceafed exhorting his nephew 
to imitate his example; and being moved both by the - 
pride of making profelytes, and the profpect of fecurity, 
fhould Scotland embrace a clofe union with him, he fo- 


Hicited the king of Scots to meet him at York; and he 
obtained a promife to that purpofe, 


Tue ecclefiaftics were alarmed at this refolution of 
Jan ies, and they employed every expedient, in order to 
prevent the execution of it, ‘They reprefented the dan- 
ger of innovat ion 5 the pernicious confequences of ag- 
grandizing the nobility, already too powerful ; the hazard 
of putting himfelf into the hands of the Englifh, his heres 
red enemies ; the Beers on them which muft en- 


fo oreign 
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foreign powers. To thefe confiderations, they added¢ H A P. 
the profpect of immediate intereft, by which they found conga 
the king to be much governed : They offered him a pre- #541. 
fent gratuity of fifty’ thoufand pounds: They promifed 
him, that the church. fhould always be ready to contri- 
bute to his fupply: And they pointed out to him, the 
confifcation of heretics, as the means of filling his exche« 
quer, and of adding a hundred thoufand pounds a year 
to the crown revenues *. The infinuations of his new 
queen, to whom youth, beauty, and addrefs had given 
a powerful influence over him, feconded all thefe reafons; 
and James was at laft engaged, firft to delay his jour- 
ney, then to fend excufes to the king of England, who 
had already come to York, in order to be prefent at the 
interview ¢. 

Henry, vexed with the difappointment, and enraged 
at the affront, vowed vengeance againft his nephew; 
and he began, by permitting piracies at fea, and incur- 
fions at land, to put his threats in execution. But he 
received foon after, in his own family, an affront to 
which he was much more fenfible, and which touched 
him in a point where he always fhewed an extreme deli- 
cacy. He had thought himfelf very happy in his new 
marriage: The agreeable perfon and difpofition of Cathe- a 
rine had entirely captivated his affections ; and he made 
no fecret of his devoted attachment to her. He had 
even publicly, in his chapel, returned folemn thanks to 
heaven for the felicity which the conjugal ftate afforded 
him; and he direéted the bifhop of Lincoln to compofe 
a form of prayer for that purpofe, But the queen’s 


’ 
i 
H 


—= 


—_ 


CSREES 


¢ Buchanan, libsxiv. Drummondin Ja.5. Pitfcotie, ibid. Knox, 

d Henry had fent fome books, richly ornamented, to his nephew, who, as 
foon as he faw by the titles, that they had a tendency to defend the new doce 
trines, threw them into the fire, in the prefence of the perfon who brought 
them: Adding, it was better he fhould deftroy them, than they him, See 
Epift, Reginald, Vole. pars 1. p. #726 
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conduct very little merited this tendernefs : One Laf- 


ao» celles bro ought intelligence of her diffolute life to Crane 


1545. 


Difcovery of 


the queen’s 
eiffoiute 


hife & 


mer; and told him, that.his fifter, formerly a fervant in 
the family of the old dutchefs of Norfolk, with whom 
Catherine was educated, had given him a particular acs 
count of her dicentious manners. Derham and Mannoc, 
both of them fervants to the dutchefs, had been admitted 
to her bed ; and fhe had even taken little care to conceal 
her fhame from the other fervants of the family. The 
primate, ftruck with this intelligence, which it was 
equally aiouna to conceal or to difcover, communi+ 
cated the matter to the earl of Hertford and to the chane 
cellor, They agreed, that the matter thould by no meang 
be buried in filence ; and the archbifhop himfelf feemed 
the moft proper perfon to difclofe it to the king, Crane 
mer, unwilling to fpeak on fo delicate a fubject, wrote 
a narrative of the whole, and conveyed it to Henry, who 
was infinitely aftonifhed at the intelligence. So confis 
dent was he of the fide elity of his confort, that at firft he 
gave no credit to the eos, and he faid to the 
privy-feal, to Lord Ruflel, high admiral, Sir Anthony 
Brown, and Wriothefley, that he regar ded the whole as 
a falfebood. Cranmer was now ina very perilous fituas 
tion; and had not full proof been found, certain and 
inevitable deftruGion hung over him. The king’s ime 
patience, however, and jealoufy prompted him to fearch 
the matter to the bottom; The pr ivy-feal was ordered 
to examine Lafcelles, who perfifted in the information 
he had given; and ftill ero to his fifter’s teftimony. 

That nobleman next made a journey under pretence of 
hunting, and went to Suffex, where the woman at that 
time refided: He found her both conftant in her former 
intelligence, and particular as to the facts; and the 


whole bore but too much the face of probability. Man- 
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crham, who were arrefied at the fame time, 
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and examined by the chancellor, made the queen’s guilt CH A P- 
; . ; 5 XXXII. 

entirely certain by their confeflion ; and difcovered other hana 

particulars, which redounded ftill more to her difhonour. 1541, 

Three maids of the family were admitted into her fe- 

crets, and fome of them had even pafled the night in bed 

with her and her lovers. All the examinations were laid 

before the king, who was fo deeply affected, that he 

remained a long time fpeechlefs, and at laft burft into 

tears. He found to his furprife, that his great fkill in dif- 

tinguifhing a true maid, of which he boafted in the cafe 

of Anne of Cleves, had failed him in that of his prefent 

confort. The queen, being next queftioned, denied her 


guilt; but when informed, that a full difcovery was 
made, fhe confeffed, that fhe had been criminal before 
marriage ; and only infifted, that fhe had never been 
falfe to the king’s bed. But as there was evidence, that 
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one Colepepper had paffed the night with her alone fince 
her marriage; and as it appeared, that fhe had taken 
Derham, her old paramour, into her fervice, fhe feemed 
to deferve little credit in this afleveration ; and the king, 
befides, was not of a humour to make any difference be- 
tween thefe degrees of guilt. 
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Henry found, that he could not, by any means, fo 154% 
fully or expeditioufly fatiate his vengeance on all thefe ® wth. Say 
criminals as by aflembling a parliament, the ufual inftru- 


seo yroromeryne reins 


ment of his tyranny. ‘Lhe two houfes, having received 
the queen’s confeffion, made an addrefs to the king. 
They entreated him not to be vexed with this untoward 
accident, to which all men were fubject; but to con- 
fider the frailty of human nature, and the mutability of 
human affairs; and from thefe views to derive a fubje& 
of confolation. They defired leave to pafs a bill of at- 
tainder againft the queen aud her accomplices ; and they 
begged him to give his affent to this bill, not in perfon, 

j which 
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CHA P.which would renew his vexation, and might endanger 
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ue his health, but by commiffioners appointed for that pur- 


3542. 


pofe. And as there was a law in force, making it trea- 
fon to fpeak ill of the queen, as well as of the king, 
they craved his royal pardon, if any of them fhould, on 
the prefent occafion, have tranfgrefled any part of the 
ftatute. 

FHavrnc obtained a gracious anfwer to thefe requefts, 
the parliament proceeded to vote a bill of attainder for 
treafon againft the queen, and the vifcountefs of Roche- 
ford, who had conduéted her fecret amours ; and in this 
bill Colepepper, and Derham, were alfo comprehendeds 
At the fame time they pafled a bill of attainder for mif- 
prifion of treafon againft the old dutchefs of Norfolk, 
Catherine’s grandmother ; -her uncle, lord William How- 
ard, and his lady, together with the countefs of Bridges 
water, and nine perfons more; becaufe they knew the 
queen’s vicious courfe of life before her marriage, and 
had concealed it. This was an effect of Henry’s ufual 
extravagance, to expect that parents fhould fo far forget 
the ties of natural affeGtion, and the -fentiments of fhame 

and decency, as to reveal to him the moft fecret diforders 
of their family. He himfelf feems to have been fenfible 
of the cruelty of this proceeding: For he pardoned the 
dutchefs of Norfolk, and, moft of the others, condemned 
for mifprifion of treafon. 

However, to fecure himlelf for the future, as well as 
his Srceaiiora. from this fatal.accident, he engaged the 
parliament to pafs a law fomewhat extraordinary. It was 
enacted, that any one who knew, or vehemently fuf- 
pected any guilt inthe queen, might, within twenty 
days, difclofe it to the king or council, without incur- 
ring the penalty of any fiseiaies law, againft defaming 
the queen ; but prohibiting every one, at the bin 
time, from {preading the matter abroad, or even privately 


whifpering it to others: It was alfo enaéted, that, if the 


king 
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king married any woman, who had been incontinent,€ H A P. 
taking her for a true'maid, fhe fhould be guilty of trea-, ee: F 
fon, if fhe did not previoufly reveal her guilt to him. 54%: 
‘The people made merry with this fingular claufe, and 

faid, that the king muft henceforth look out for a widow; 

for no reputed maid would ever be perfuaded to incur 

the penalty of the flatute *. After all thefe laws were 

pafled, the queen was beheaded on Tower-hill, toge- 

ther with lady Rocheford. ‘They behaved in a manner 

fuitable to their diffolute life ; and as lady Rocheford was 

known to be the chief inftrument in bringing Anne Bo- 

Jeyn to her end, fhe died unpitied ; and men were farther 
confirmed, by the difcovery of this: woman’s guilt, in the 
favourable fentiments, which they had entertained of that 
unfortunate queen. 

Tue king made no demand of any fubfidy from this 
parliament ;. but he found means of enriching his exche- 
quer from another quarter: He took farther fteps towards 
the diflolution of colleges, hofpitals, and other founda- 
tions of that nature. The courtiers had been praGtifing 
on the prefidents and governors, to make a furrender of 
their revenues to the king; and they had been fuccefsfu] 

ith eight of them. But there was an obftacle to their 
farther progrefs: It had been provided, by the local fta- 
tutes of moit of thefe foundations, that no prefident, or any 
number of fellows, could confent to fuch a deed without 
the unanimous vote of all the fellows; and this vote was 
not eafily obtained. All fuch ftatutes were annulled by : 
parliament ; and the revenues of thefe houfes were now 
expofed to the rapacity of the king and his favourites *, 
The church had been fo long their prey, that nobody 
was furprifed at any new inroads made upon her. From 
the regular, Henry now proceeded to make devaftations 
on the fecular clergy. He extorted from many of. the 


€ Burnet, vol, i. p. 314 f See note [N] at the end of the volume. 
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spe bifhops a furrender of chapter lands ; afid by this device 
ihe pillaged the fees of Canterbury, York, and London; 

154% and enriched his greedy parafites and flatterers with their 

{poils. 

Tue clergy have been commonly fo fortunate as to 
make a concern for their temporal interefts go hand in 
hand with 2 jealoufy for orthodoxy ; and both thefe paf- 
fions be regarded, by the people, ignorant and faperfti- 
tious, as proofs of zeal for religion: But the violent and 
headftrong character of Henry now disjoined thefe ob4 


Ecclefiattic 
affairs, 


jects. His rapacity was gratified by plundering the 
church, his bigotry and arrogance by perfecuting here- 
tics. ‘Though he engaged the parliament to mitigate the 
penalties of the fix articles, fo far as regards the marriage of 
priefts, which was now only fubjected to a forfeiture of 
goods, chattels, and lands during life ; he was ftill equally 
bent on maintaining a rigid purity in fpeculative princij« 
ciples, He had appointed a commiffion, confifting of the 
two archbifhops and feveral bifhops of both provinces; 
together with a confiderable number of dotors of divi- 
nity ; and by virtue of his ecclefiaftical fupremacy he had 


given them in charge to chufe a religion for his people. 
Before the commiffioners had made any progrefs in this 
arduous undertaking, the parliament, in 1541, had paff- 
ed a law, by which they ratified all the tenets, which 
thefe divines fhould thereafter eftablifh with the king’s 
confent: And they were not afhamed of thus exprefsly 
declaring that they took their religion upon truft, and 
had no other rule, in {piritual as well as temporal con= 
cerns, than the arbitrary will of their mafter. “There is 
only one claufe of the ftatute, which may feem at firft 
fight to favour fomewhat of the fpirit of liberty: It was 
enacted that the ecclefiaftical commiffioners fhould efta- 
blifh nothing repugnant to the laws and ftatutes of the 
realm.’ But in reality this provifo was inferted by the 
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king, to ferve his own purpofes. By introducing a con-C H A P, 
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enrol 
mafter of every one’s life and property. And as the 1542: 


ancient independance of the church ftill gave him jea 
loufy, he was well pleafed, under cover of fuch a claufe, 
to introduce appeals from the fpiritual to the civil courts. 


fufion and contradiction into the laws, he became more 


It was for a like reafon, that he would never promulgate 
a body of canon law; and he encouraged the judges on 
a]l occafions to interpofe in ecclefiaftical caufes, wherever 
they thought the law of royal prerogative concerned. A 
happy innovation ; though at firft invented for arbitrary 
purpofes ! 

THe king, armed by the authority of parliament, ot 
rather by their acknowledgment of that fpiritual fupre- 
macy, which he believed inherent in him, employed his 
commiffioners to felect a fyftem of tenets for the affent 
and belief of the nation. A fmall volume was foon after 
publifhed, called, the Inflitution of a Chriftian Man, 
which was received by the convocation, and voted to be 
the ftandard of orthodoxy. All the delicate points of 
juftification, faith, free-will, good works, and grace, 
are there defined, with a leaning towards the opinion of 
the reformers: The facraments, which a few years be- 
fore were only allowed to be three, were now encreafed 
to the number of feven, conformable to the fentiments of 
the catholics. “The king’s caprice is difcernable through- 
out the whole ; and the boo‘ is in reality to be regarded 
as his compofition. For Henry, while he made his opi- 
nion a rule for the nation, would tie his own hands by no 
canon or authority, not even b 
had formerly eftablifhed. 

THe people had cccafion foon after to fee a farther 


xy any which he himfelf 


@ 


inftance of the king’s inconftancy. He was not long {a- 
tisfied with his Inftitution of a Chriftian Man: He or- 
dered a new book to be compofed, called, the Erudition 
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of a Chriflian Man; and without afking the affent of thd 


‘ , convocation, he publifhed, by his own authority, and 


354% 


that, of the parliament, this new model of orthodoxy. IE 
differs from the Inftitution ; but the king was no lefs 
pofitive in his new creed than he had been in the old; and 
he required the belief of the nation to veer about at his 
fignal. In both thefe compofitions, he was particularly 
careful to inculcate the doétrine of paflive obedience ; and 
he was equally careful to retain the nation in the raced! 

WuiLe the king was {preading his own books among 
the people, he feoms to have been extremely perplexed, as 
were alfo the clergy, what courfe to take with the Scrip- 
tures. A review had been made by the fynod of the new 
tranflation of the Bible; and Gardiner had propofed, that, 
inftead of employing Englifh expreffions throughout, fe- 
veral Latin words fhould ftill be preferved ; becaufe they 
contained, as he pretended, fuch peculiar energy and fig- 
nificance, that they had no correfpondent terms in the 
vulgar tongue ®, Among thefe were eclefia, panitentias 
pontifex, contritus, holocaufta, facramentum, elementa, cere- 
um, prefbyter, facrificium, humilitas, fatisfac= 
But as this 
mixture would have appeared extremely barbarous, and 
was plainly calculated for no other purpofe than to retain 


monia, myfieriz 


tio, peccatum, gratia, hoftia, charitas, &c. 


the people in their ancient ignorance, the propofal was 


rejeted. The knowledge of the people, however, at 
leaft their difputative turn, feemed to be an inconvenience 
ftill more dangerous; and the king and parliament 4, 
{oon after the cublicats on of the Scriptures, retracted. the 
conceflion, which they had formerly made; a 


bited all but gentlemen and me 


nd_prohi- 
rchants from peru 


them *. Even that liberty was not granted, without an 
apparent 
& Collier, vol. ii. p. 190. h Burnet, voli. p. 415. 


i Which met on the aad of January, 1543. 
k 33 Hen, Vill,c.1. The reading of the Bible, however, could not, 
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apparent hefitation, and a dread of the confequences : ae 
Thefe perfons were allowed to read, /o it be done quieth anon al 
and with good order. And the preamble to the a@ fets 542+ 
forth, “* that many feditious and ignorant perfons had 

‘© abufed the liberty granted them of reading the Bible, 

** and that great diverfity of opinion, animofities, tu- 

** mults, and fchifms had been occafioned by perverting 

** the fenfe of the Scriptures.” It feemed very difficult 

to reconcile the king’s model for uniformity, with the 
permiffion of free enquiry. 

THE mafs-book alfo pafled under the king’s revifal ; 
and little alteration was as yet made in it: Some doubt- 
ful or fictitious faints only were ftruck out; and the 
name of the pope was erazed. This latter precaution 
was likewife ufed with regard to every new book that was 
printed, or even old book that was fold. The word, 
Pope, was carefully omitted or blotted out!; as if that 
precaution could abolifh the term from the Janguage, or 
as if fuch a perfecution of it did not rather imprint it 
more ftrongly in the memory of the people, 

Tue king took care about this time to clear the 
churches from another abufe, which had creeped into 
them. Plays, interludes, and farces were there often 
acted in derifion of the former fuperftitions ; and the re- 
verence of the multitude for ancient principles and modes 
of worfhip was thereby gradually effaced ™. We do not 
hear, that the catholics attempted to r¢taliate by employ- 
ing this powerful engine againft their adverfaries, or en- 
deavoured by like arts to expofe that fanatical {pirit, by 
which, it appears, the reformers were frequently actuated. 
Perhaps the people were not difpoted to relifh a jeft on 
at that time, have much effeét in England, where fo few perfons had learned 
to read, There were but 500 copies printed of this firft authorized edition 
of the Bible; a book of which there are now feveral millions of copies in the 


kingdom, 
1 Parliamentary hiflory, vol, iii, p. 113. m Burnet, vol, i, p. 218. 
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fpiritual abftrac& worfhip of the proteftants, gave lefs hold 


to ridicule, which is commonly founded on fenfible re- 


prefentations. It was, therefore, a very agreeable con- 
¢effion, which the king made to the catholic party, to 
fupprefs entirely thefe religious comedies. 

Tuus Henry laboured inceflantly, by arguments, 
creeds, and penal ftatutes, to bring his fubjeéts to an 
uniformity in their religious fentiments: But as he en- 
tered, himfelf, with the greateft earneftnefs, into all thofe 
{cholaflic difputes, he encouraged the people, by his ex- 
ample, to apply themfelves to the ftudy of thealogy ; and 
it was in vain afterwards to expeét, however prefent fear 
might reftrain their tongues or pens, that they would 
cordially agree in any fet of tenets or epinions preferibed 
to them, 
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War with Scotland Vidtory of Solway Death 
of Fames V. Treaty with Scotland New 
vupture-—— Rupture with France A Parlia- 


ment 


Affairs of Scotland 


Campaign in France 


A Parliament 
A Parliament 
Peace with France and Scotland ——~ Per fecutions 


—— LH xecution of the earl of Surrey —~ Aitainder 
of the duke of Norfolk-——~ Death of the king-——: 
His charaéler Mifcellaneous tranfactions. 


ENRY, being determined to avenge himfelf onc H a p. 
the king of Scots for flighting the advances, which ——o 
he had. made him, would gladly have obtained a fupply 1542 
from parliament, in order to profecute that enterprize ; 71 
but as he did not think it prudent to difcover his 
intentions, that aflembly, conformably to their frugal 
maxims, would underftand no hints; and the king was 
difappointed in his expectations. He continued, how- 
ever, to make preparations for war; and as foon as he 
thought himfelf in a condition to invade Scotland, he 
publifhed a manifefto, by which he endeavoured to juf- 
tify hoftilities. He complained of James’s breach of word, 
in declining the promifed interview ; which was the real 
ground of the quarrel"; But in order to give a more f{pe- 
cious colouring to the enterprize, he mentioned other in- 
juries ; namely, that his nephew had granted protection to 
fome Englifh rebels and fugitives, and had detained fome 
territory, which, Henry pretended, belonged to England. 
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0 He even revived the old claim to the vaflalage of Scot. 


Ce pn 


land, and he fummoned James to do homage to him ag 
his liege lord and fuperior, He employed the duke of 
Norfolk, whom he called the fcourge of the Scots, to 
command in the war; and though James fent the bifhop 
of Aberdeen, and Sir James Learmont of Darfay, to ap- 
peafe his uncle, he would hearken to no terms of accom- 
modation. While Norfolk was aflembling his army at 
Newcaftle, Sir Robert Bowes, attended by Sir Ralph 
Sadler, Sir Ralph Evers, Sir Brian Latoun, and others, 
made an incurfion into Scotland, and advanced towards 
Jedburgh, with an intention of pillaging and deftroying 
that town. ‘The earl of Angus, ‘and George Douglas, 
his brother, who had been many years banifhed their 
country, and had fubfifted by Henry’s bounty, joined the 
Englifh army in this incurfion ; and the forces, commanded 
by Bowes, exceeded four thoufand men. James had not 
been negligent in his preparations for defence, and had 
pofted a confiderable body, under the command of the earl 
of Huntley, for the protection of the borders. Lord 
Hume, at the head of his vaflals, was haftening to join 
Huntley, when he met with the Englifh army; and an 
action immediately enfued. During the engagement, the 
forces under Huntley began to appear; and the Englith, 
afraid of being furrounded and overpowered, took to flight, 
and were purfued by the enemy. Evers, Latoun, and 
fome other perfons of diftintion, were taken prifoners. 
A few only of {mall note fell in the fkirmifh°. 

Tue duke of Norfolk, meanwhile, began to move 
from his camp at Newcaftle; and being attended by the 
earls of Shrewfbury, Derby, Cumberland, Surrey, Hert- 
ford, Rutland, with many others of the nobility, he ad- 
vanced to the borders. His forces-amounted to above 
twenty thoufand men; and it required the utmoft efforts 
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ef Scotland to refift fuch a formidable armament. James SHA Pe 
had aflembled his whole military force at Fala and Sans. 
trey, and was ready to advance as foon as he fhould be #54 
informed of Norfolk’s invading his kingdom, ‘The Eng« 

lifh paffed the Tweed at Berwic, and marched along the 

banks of the river as far as Kelfo; but hearing that 

James had collected near thirty thoufand men, they re- 

pafled the river at that village, and retreated into their 

own country’, The king of Scots, inflamed with a 

defire of military glory, and of revenge on his invaders, 

gave the fignal for purfuing them, and carrying the war 

into England. He was furprized to find, that his nobi- 

lity, who were in general difaffeGted on account of the 
preference which he had given to the clergy, oppofed 

this refolution, and refufed to attend him in his pro- 

jected enterprize. Enraged at this mutiny, he reproach- 

ed them with cowardice, and threatened vengeance ; but 

ftill refolved, with the forces which adhered to him, 

to make an impreffion on the enemy, He fent ten thou- 

fand men to the wefzern borders, who entered England at 
Solway frith ; and he himfelf followed them at a fmall 
diftance, ready to join them upon occafion. Difgufted, 
however, at the refractory difpofition of his nobles, he 

fent a meflage to the army, depriving lord Maxwel, 

their general, of his commiffion, and conferring the com- 

mand on Oliver Sinclair, a private gentleman, who was 

his favourite. The army was extremely difgufted with 

this alteration, and was ready to difband; when a fmall 

body of Englith appeared, not exceeding 500 men, under 

the command of Dacres and Mufgrave. A panic feized 

the Scots, who immediately took to flight, and were pur 

fued by theenemy. Few were killed in this rout; for ata Nove 
was no action; but a great many were taken prifoness, Solway, “ 
and fome of the principal nobility: Among thefe, the 
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earls of Cafiilis and Glencairn; the lords Maxwel, 


‘Fleming, Somerville, Oliphant, Grey, who were all 


fent to London, and’ given in cuftody to different no- 
blemen. 

Tue king of Scots, hearing of this difafter, was afto= 
nifhed ; and being naturally of a melancholic difpo- 
fition, as well as endowed with a high fpirit, he loft all 
command of his temper on this difmal occafion. Rage 
againft his nobility, who, he believed, had betrayed 
him; fhame for a defeat by fuch unequal numbers ; re- 
eret for the paft, fear of the future ; all thefe pafhons fo 
wrought upon him, that he would admit of no confola- 
tion, but abandoned himfelf wholly to defpair. His body 
was walted by fympathy with his anxious mind; and 
even his life began to be thought in danger. He had no 
iffue living ; and hearing that his queen was fafely deli- 
vered, he afked whether fhe had brought him a male or 
female child? Being told, the latter ; he turned himfelf 
in his bed: ** The crown came with a woman,” faid he, 
<< and it will go with one: Many miferies await this 
<< poor kingdom: Henry will make it his own either by 
“¢ force of arms or by marriage.” <A few days after, he 
expired, in the flower of his age ; a prince of confiderable 
virtues and talents; well fitted, by his vigilance and per- 
fonal courage, for reprefling thofe diforders, to which his 
kingdom, during that age, was fo much expofed. He 
executed juftice with impartiality and rigour ; but as he 
fupported the commonalty and the church againft the ra- 
pine of the nobility, he efcaped not the hatred of that 
order. ‘The proteftants alfo, whom he oppofed, have 
endeavoured to throw many ftains on his memory; but 
have not been able to fix any confiderable imputation 
upon him $. 


q See note [QO] at the end of the volume. 
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Henr¥ was no fooner informed of his viftory and of 
the death of his nephew, than he projected, as James 
had forefeen, the {cheme of uniting Scotland to his own 
dominions, by marrying his fon, Edward, to the heirefs 
of that kingdom". He called together the Scottifh no- 
bles, who were his prifoners ; and after reproaching them, 
in fevere terms, for their pretended breach of treaty, he 
began to foften his tone, and propofed to them this expe- 
dient, by which, he hoped, thofe diforders, fo prejudi- 
cial to both ftates, would for the future be prevented. 
He offered to beftow on them their liberty without ran- 
fom ; and only required of them engagements to favour 
the marriage of the prince of Wales with their young 
miftrefs. They were eafily prevailed on to give their 
affent to a propofal, which feemed' fo natural, and fo ad- 
vantageous to both kingdoms; and being conducted to 
Newcattle, they delivered to the duke of Norfolk hoftages 
for their return, in cafe the intended nuptials were not 
completed: And they thence proceeded to Scotland, 
where they found affairs in fome confufion. 

THE pope, obferving his authority in Scotland to be 
in danger.from the fpreading of the new opinions, had 
beflowed on Beaton, the primate, the dignity of car- 
dinal, in order to confer more influence upon him ; and 
that prelate had long been regarded as prime minifter to 
James, and as the head of that party, which defended 
the ancient privileges and property of the ecclefiaftics. 
Upon the death of his mafter, this. man, apprehenfive of 
the confequences both to his party and to himfelf, endea- 
voured to keep poffeffion of power ; and for that purpofe, 
he is accufed of executing a deed, which required a high 
degree of temerity. He forged, itis faid, a will for the king, 


appointing himfelf, and three noblemen more, regents of 
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the kingdom during the minority of the infant princefs *: 


At leatt, for hiftorians are not well agreed in the circum 
4543. ftances of the fact, he had read to James a paper of that 


import, to which that monarch, during the delirium 
which preceded his death, had given an imperfeé affent 
and approbationt. By virtue of this will, Beaton had 
put himfelf in pofleffion of the government ; and having 
united his interefts with thofe of the queen-dowager, he 
obtained the confent of the convention of ftates, and ex- 
cluded the pretenfions of the earl of Arran. 

James earl of Arran, of the name of Hamilton, was 
next heir to the crown by his grandmother, daughter of 
James III. ; and on that account feemed beft entitled to 
poffefs that high office, into which the cardinal had in- 
truded himfelf.. The profpe& alfo of his fucceffion after 
a princefs, who was in fuch tender infaney, procured him 
many partizans ; and though his chara¢ter indicated little 
fpirit, activity, or ambition, a propenfity, which he had 
difcovered for the new opinions, had attached to him all 
the zealous promoters of thofe innovations. By means 
of thefe adherents, joined to the vaflals of his own fami- 
ly, he had been able to make oppofition to the cardinal’s 
adminiftration ; and the fufpicion of Beaton’s forgery, 
with the acceffion of the noblemen, who had been pri 
foners in England, affifted too by fome money fent 
from London, was able to turn the balance in his favour. 
The earl of Angus and his brother, having taken the pre- 
{ent opportunity of returning into their native country, 
oppofed the cardinal with all the credit of that powerful 
family ; and the majority of the convention had now em- 
braced oppofite interctts to thofe which formerly prevailed. 
Arran was declared governor ; the cardinal was commit- 


$ Sadler’s Letters, p. 161. Spetfwood, p. 71, Buchanan, lib, 35. 
¢ John Kaox, Hiftory of the Reformation. 


ted 


ted to cuftody under the care of lord Seton; and a nego- EE 2, 
ciation was commenced with Sir Ralph Sadler, the Eng- 
lifh ambaffador, for the marriage of the infant queen with "543" 
the prince of Wales. The following conditions were Treaty with 
quickly agreed on; that the queen fhould remain in Scot- — 
land till fhe fhould be ten years of age; that fhe fhould 

then be fent to England to be educated ; that fix Scottifh 
noblemen fhould immediately be delivered as hoftages to 

Henry ; and that the kingdom, notwithftanding its union 

with England, fhould ftill retain its laws and privileges *. 

By means of thefe equitable conditions, the war between 

the nations, which had threatened Scotland with fuch dif- 

mal calamities, feemed to be fully compofed, and to be 

changed into perpetual concord and amity. 


Burt the cardinal-primate, having prevailed on Seton 
to reftore him to his liberty, was able, by his intrigues, to 
confound all thefe meafures, which appeared fo well con- 
certed. He aflembled the moft confiderable ecclefiaftics ; 
and having reprefented to them the imminent danger, to 
which their revenues and privileges were expofed, he per- 
fuaded them to collect privately from the clergy a large 
fum of money, by which, if entrufted to his management, 
he engaged to overturn the fchemes of their enemies ”. 
Befides the partizans, whom he acquired by pecuniary 
motives, he rouzed up the zeal of thofe, who were at- 
tached to the catholic worfhip; and he reprefented the 
union with England as the fure forerunner of ruin to the 
church and to the ancient religion. The national antt- 
pathy of the Scots to their fouthern neighbours was alfo 
an infallible engine, by which the cardinal wrought upon 
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the people ; and though the terror of Henry’s arms, and 
their own inability to make refiftance, had procured a 
temporary aflent to the alliance and marriage propofed, 
the fettled habits of the nation produced an extreme aver- 
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C HA P-fion to thofe meafures. The Englifh ambaflador and hig © 
Rati ‘retinue received many infults from perfons whom the cars 
1543+ dinal had inftigated to commit thofe violences, in hopes of 
bringing on arupture: But Sadler prudently diflembled 
the matter ; and waited patiently, till the day appointed 
for the delivery of the hoftages. He then demanded of 
the regent the performance of that important.article ; but 
received for anfwer, that his authority was very preca- 
rious, that the nation had now taken a different impref- 
fion, and that it was not in his power to compel any of 
the nobility to deliver themfelyes as hoftages to the Eng- 
lifh. Sadler, forefeeing the confequence of this refufal, 
fent a fummons to all thofe who had been prifoners in 
England, and required them to fulfil the promife, which 
they had given, of returning into cuftody. None of them 
fhowed fo much fentiment of honour, as to fulfil their 
engagements, except Gilbert Kennedy, earl of Cafiilis, 
Henry was fo well pleafed with the behaviour of this 
nobleman, that he not only received him gracioufly, but 


honoured him with prefents, gave him his liberty, and 
fent him back to Scotland, with his two brothers, whom 
he had left as hoftages *, 

New rup- Tuts behaviour of the Scottifh nobles, though it re- 
fle€ted difhonour on the nation, was not difagreeable to 
the cardinal, who forefaw, that all thefe perfons would 
now be deeply interefted to maintain their enmity and op- 
pofition to England. And as a war was foon expected 
with that kingdom, he found it neceflary immediately to 
apply to France, and to crave the affiftance of that an- 
cient ally, during the prefent diftrefles of the Scottifh na- 
tion. ‘Though the French king was fully fenfible of his 
intereft in fupporting Scotland, a demand of aid could 
not have been made on him at a more unfeafonable junc- 
ture. His pretenfions on the Milanefe, and his refent- 
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ment againft Charles, had engaged him in a war with pat 
that potentate ; and having made great, though fruitlefs 
efforts during the preceding campaign, he was the more 4543+ 
difabled at prefent from defending his own dominions, 

much more from granting any fuccour to the Scots. 
Matthew Stuart, earl of Lenox, a young nobleman of a 

great family, was at that time in the French court; and 
Francis, being informed, that he was engaged in ancient 

and hereditary enmity with the Hamiltons, who had mur- 

dered his father, fent him over to his native country, as a 
fupport to the cardinal and the queen-mother: And he 
promifed, that a fupply of money, and, if neceflary, even 
military fuccours, fhould foon be difpatched after him. 
Arran, the governor, feeing all thefe preparations againft 

him, aflembled his friends, and made an attempt to get 

the perfon of the infant queen into his cuftody ; but be- 

ing repulfed, he was obliged to come to an accommoda- 

tion with his enemies, and to entruft that precious charge 

to four neutral perfons, the heads of potent families, the 
Grahams, Arefkines, Lindfeys, and Levingftones. The 

arrival of Lenox, in the midft of thefe tranfactions, ferved 

to render the victory of the French party over the Eng- 

lifh ftill more undifputable ¥. 

Tue oppofition, which Henry met with in Scotland os See 
from the French intrigues, excited his refentment, and France, 
farther confirmed the refolufion, which he had already 
taken, of breaking with France, and of uniting his arms 
with thofe of the emperox He had other grounds of com- 
plaint againft the French king; which, though not of 
great importance, yet being recent, were able to over- 
balance thofe great injuries, which he had formerly re- 
ceived from Charles. He pretended, that Francis had 
engaged to imitate his example in feparating himfelf en- 
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¢ HA P.tirely from the fecof Rome, and that he had broken his 
XXXII. baits 2 SoBe : 

L—-—»/ promife in that paticular. He was diffatisfied, that James, 

*543- his nephew, had leen allowed to marry, firft Magdalene 

of France, then aprincefs of the houfe of Guife ; and he 

confidered thefe aliances as pledges, which Francis gave 

of his intentions b fupport the Scots againft the power of 

England*. He had been informed of fome railleriess 

which the Frencl. king had thrown out againft his con- 

duct with regard to his wives. He was difgufted, that 

Francis, after fo many obligations which he owed him, 

had facrificed himto the emperor ; and, in the confidence 

of friendfhip, hadrafhly revealed his fecrets to that fubtle 

and interefted moarch. And he complained, that regu- 

lar payments werenever made of the fums due to him by 

France, and of te penfion, which had been ftipulated, 

Impelled by all tlefe motives, he alienated himfelf from 

his ancient friendand confederate, and formed a league 

with the empero, who earneftly courted his alliance. 

This league, befics ftipulations for mutual defence, con- 

tained a plan for invading France ; and the two monarchs 

agreed to enter Francis’s dominions with an army, each 

of twenty-five thafand men ; and to require that prince 

to pay Henry all he fums which he owed him, and to 

confign Boulogn, Montreuil, Terouenne, and Ardres, 

as a fecurity for tle regular payment of his penfion for 

the future: In afe thefe conditions were rejected, the 

confederate prince agreed to challenge, for Henry, the 

crown of France or, in default of it, the dutchies of 

Normandy, Aquiaine, and Guienne; for Charles, the 

dutchy of Burgunly, and fome other territories*. That 

they might havea pretence for enforcing thefe claims, 

they fent a meflag. to Francis, requiring him to renounce 

his alliance with Sultan Solyman, and to make reparation 


Ce 
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for all the prejudice, which Chrifterdom had fuftained i 
from that unnatural confederacy. Upm the French king’s ly 
refufal, war was declared againft him br the allies. It may 1543s 
be proper to remark, that the partizan of France objected 

to Charles his alliance with the hertical king of Eng- 

land, as no lefs obnoxious than that which Francis had 
contracted with Solyman: And they obferved, that this 

league was a breach of the folemn gromife, which he 


had given to Clement VII. never to nake peace or alli- 
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ose 


ance with England. 


WHILE the treaty wich the empere was negociating, 224 Jam 
. ’ 5 A parlias 
the king fummoned a new feffion of parliament, in or- pent, 


der to obtain fupplies for his proje&ted war with France. 
The parliament granted him a fubfidyto be paid in three 
years: It was levied in a peculiar mamer; but exceeded 
not three fhillings in the pound, upa any individual > 
The convocation gave the king fix fhilings in the pound, 
to be levied in three years, Greater ums were always, 
even during the eftablifhment of theCatholic religion, 
exacled from the clergy than from te laity: Which 
made the emperor Charles fay, when Fenry diffolved the 
monatteries, and fold their revenues, o. beftowed them on 
his nobility and courtiers, that he hid killed the hen, 
which brought him the golden eggs °. 

THE parliament alfo facilitated thc execution of the 
former law, by which the king’s proclanations weremade 
equal to ftatutes: They appointed, tht any nine coun- 
fel!ors fhould form a legal court for pwifhing all difobe- 


b They who were jworth in goods twenty fhilligs and upwards to five 
' i 


pounds, paid four pence of every pound; from fiv pounds to ten pounds, 
} 
eight pence ; from ten pounds to twenty pounds, fixten pence; from twenty 
and upwards, two fhillings, Lands, fees, and annities, from twenty thil- 
} ngs to five pounds, paid eight pence in the pound ;from five pounds to tea 
pounds, fixteen pence; from ten pounds to twenty pounds, two hhillings ; 
from twenty pounds and upwards, thice fhidings, 
© Collier, vol. il, p. 176. 
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Cre ts dience to proclamations. The total abolition of juries in 


xXX 


‘ criminal caufes, as well as of all parliaments, feemed, if 


the king had fo pleafed, the neceflary confequence of this 
enormous law. He might iffue a proclamation, enjoining 
the execution of any penal ftatute, and afterwards try the 
criminals, not for breach of the ftatute, but for difobe~ 
dience to his proclamation. It is remarkable, that lord 
Mountjoy entered a proteft againft this law; and it is 
equally remarkable, that that proteft is the only one en- 
tered againft any public bill during this whole reign 4, 
Ir was enacted *, this feffion, that any fpiritual per- 
fon, who preached or taught contrary to the doctrine con- 
tained in the king’s book, the Erudition of a Chriftian 
man, or contrary to any doctrine which he fhould shere- 
after promulgate, was to be admitted on the firft convic~ 
tion to renounce his error; on the fecond, he was re- 
quired to carry a faggot; which if he refufed to do, or 
fell into a third offence, he was to be burnt. But the 
laity, for the third offence, were only to forfeit their 
goods and chattels, and be liable to perpetual imprifon- 
ment. Indidtments muft be laid within a year after 
the-offence, and the prifoner was allowed to bring wit- 
nefies for his exculpation. ‘Thefe penalties were lighter 
than thofe which were formerly impofed on a denial of 
the real prefence: It was, however, fubjoined in this fta- 
tute,*that the act of the fix articles was ftill in force. But 
in order to make the king more entirely mafter of his 
people, it was enacted, that he might hereafter, at his 
pleafure, change this act, or any provifion in it. By this 
claufe, both parties were retained in fubjection: So far 
as regarded réligion, the king was invefted, in the fulleft 
manner, with the fole legiflative authority in his king- 
dom: And all his fubje&ts were, under the fevereft pe- 


4 Burnet, p. 322s © 44 and 35 Hen, VIII, ¢. 1. 
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nalties, exprefsly bound to receive implicitly, whatever C H A P, 
doétrine he thould pleafe to re rd to th oe 
octrine he thould pleafe to recommend to them. 
Tue reformers began to entertain hopes, that this 1543. 
i zag : ; ’ . i2th fuly, 
great power of the crown might ftill be employed in their 
favour. ‘Theking married Catherine Par, widow of Nevil 
Jord Latimer ; a woman of virtue, and fomewhat inclined 
to the new doétrine. By this marriage, Henry confirmed 
what had formerly been foretold in jeft, that he would 
be obliged to efpoufe a widow. The king’s league with 


the emperor feemed a circumftance no lefs favourable to 
the catholic party ; and thus matters remained fill nearly 
balanced between the factions. 

THE advantages, gained by this powerful confederacy 
between Henry and Charles, were inconfiderable during 
the prefent year, The campaign was opened with a vic- 
tory, gained by the duke of Cleves, Francis’s ally, over 
the forces of the emperor‘: Francis, in perfon, took the 
field early ; and made himfelf matter, without refiftance, 
of the whole dutchy of Luxembourg: He afterwards took 
Landrecy, and added fome fortifications to it. Charles, 
having at laft aflembled a powerful army, appeared in the 
Low-Countries ; and after taking almoft every fortrefs in 
the dutchy of Cleves, he reduced the duke to accept of 
the terms, which he was pleafed to prefcribe to him. 
Being then joined by a body of fix thoufand Englith, he - 
fat down before Landrecy, and covered the fiege with an 
army Of above forty thoufand men. Francis advanced at 
the head of an army not much inferior; as if he intended 
to give the emperor battle, or oblige him to raife the 
fiege: But while thefe two rival monarchs were facing 
each other, and all men were in expectation of fome great 
event; the French king found means of throwing fuc- 
cour into Landrecy, and having thus effected his pur- 
pofe, he fkilfully made a retreat. Charles, finding the 

¥ Memoires cu Bellay, lib, 10, 
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© HA P, feafon far advanced, defpaired of fuccefs.in his enterprize, 


XXXII. ‘ Z Mang ah 
F yand found it neceflary to go into winter-quarters. 


asin Tue vanity of Henry was flattered, by the figure 
Scotland, which he made’in-the great tranfactions on the conti- 
nent: But the interefts of his kingdom were more 
deeply concerned in the event of affairs in Scotland, 
Arran, the governor, was of fo indolent and unambi- 
tious. a chara¢ter, that, had he not been ftimulated by 
his friends and dependants, he never had afpired to any 
fhare in the adminiftration ; and when he found himfelf 
overpowered by the party of the queen-dowager, the car- 
dinal, and the earl of Lenox, he was glad to accept of 
any terms of accommodation, however difhonourable, 
He even gave them a fure pledge of his fincerity, by re 
nouncing the principles of the reformers, and recon- 
ciling himfelf to the Romifh communion in the Francit 
can chutch. at Stirling. By this weaknefs and levity he 
loft his credit with the whole nation, and rendered the 
proteftants, who were hitherto the chief fupport of his 
power, his mortal enemies. ‘The cardinal acquired an 
entire afcendant in the kingdom; The queen-dowager 
placed ‘implicit confidence in him: The governor was 
ebliged to yield to him in every pretenfion : Lenox alone 
was become an obftacle to his meafures, and reduced him 
to fome difficulty. 

‘THE inveterate enmity, which had taken place between 
the families of Lenox and Arran, made the interefts of 
thefe two noblemen entirely incompatible ; and as the 
cardinal and the French party, in order to engage Lenox 
the more in their caufe, had flattered him with the hopes 
of fucceeding to the crown after their infant fovereign 
this rivalthip had tended ftill farther to rouze the animo- 
fity of the Hamiltons. Lenox too had been encouraged 
to afpire to the marriage of the queen-dowager, with 
would have given him fome pretenfions to the regency, 


ie 
8 


HUELN Aa TVR D4T 
‘aiid as he was become affuming, on account of the fer- € Rt 
vices which he had rendered the party, the cardinal oe 
found, that, fince he muft chufe between the friendfhip 7543 
of Lenox, and that of Arran, the latter nobleman, wha 
was more eafily governed, and who was invefted with 
prefent authority, was in every refpec preferable. Lenox, 
finding that he was not likely to fueceed in’ his preten- 
fions to the queen-dowager, and that Arran favoured by 
the cardinal, had acquired the afcendant, retired to Du: - 
barton, the governot of which was entirely at his devo. 
tion; he entered into a fecret cotrefpondencé with the 
Englifh court; and he fummoned his vaflals and partis 
zans to attend him. All thofe who were inclined to thé 
proteftanc religion, or were on any account difcontented 
with the cardinal’s adminiftration, now regarded Lenox 
as the head of their party ; and they readily made him a 
tender of their fervices. In a little time, he-had colle&ed 
an army of ten thoufand men, and he threatened his ene- 
mies with immediate deftruGtion. ‘The cardinal had ne 
equal force to oppofe tohim; but as he was a prudent man, 
he forefaw, that Lenox could not long fubfift fo great an 
army, and he endeavoured to gain time, by opening a 
negociation with him. He feduced his followers, by va- 
rious artifices ; he prevailed on the Douglaffes to change 
party ; he reprefented to the whole nation the danger of 
Civil wars and commotions: And Lenox, obferving the 
unequal coriteft, in which he was engaged, was at laft 
obliged to lay down his arms, and to accept of an accom 
modation with the governor and the cardinal, Prefent 
peace was reftored ; but no confidence took place between 
the parties. Lenox, fortifying his caftles, and putting 
himfelf in a pofture of defence, waited the artival of Eng- 
lifh fuccours, from whofe affiftance alone he expeéted to 
obtain the fuperiority over his enemies, 
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WuiLe the winter feafon reftrained Henry from milie 
tary operations, he fummoned a new parliament ; in which 
a law was paffed, fuch as he was pleafed to dictate, with 
regard to the fucceffion of the crown. After declaring, 
that the prince of Wales, or any of the king’s male iffue, 
were firft and immediate heirs to the crown, the parliae 
ment reftored the two princefles, Mary and Elizabeth, to 
their right of fucceflion. ‘This feemed a reafonable piece 
of juftice, and corrected what the king’s former violence 
had thrown into confufion; but it was impoffible for 
Henry to do any thing, how laudable foever, without be- 
traying in fome circumftance, his ufual extravagance and 
caprice: Though he opened the way for thefe two prin- 
ceffles to mount the throne, he would not allow the acts 
to be reverfed, which had declared them illegitimate; he 
made the parliament confer on him a power of ftill ex- 
cluding them, if they refufed to fubmit to any conditions, 
which he fhould be pleafed to impofe ; and he required 
them to enaé¢t, that, in default of his own iffue, he might 
difpofe of the crown, as he pleafed, by will or letters pa- 
tent. He did not probably forefee, that, in proportion as 
he degraded the parliament, by rendering it the paffive 
inftrument of his variable and violent inclinations, he 
taught the people to regard all its acts as invalid, and 
thereby defeated even the purpofes, which he was fo bent 
to attain. 

An act pafled, declaring that the king’s ufual ftile 
fhould be ‘** King of England, France, and Ireland, 
“© defender of the faith, and on earth the fupreme head 
“¢ of the church of England and Ireland.” It feemed a 
palpable inconfiftency, to retain the title of Defender of 
the faith, which the court of Roine had conferred on him, 
for maintaining its caufe againft Luther; and yet fubjoin 
his ecclefiaftical fupremacy, in oppofition to the claims of 
that court. 


AN 
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An act alfo paffed, for the remiffion of the debt, which C H A P, 


the king had lately contracted by a general loan, levied 
upon the people. It will eafily be’believed, that, after 
the former act of this kind, the loan was not entirely 
voluntary . But there was a peculiar circumftance, at- 
tending the prefent ftatute, which none but Henry would 
have thought of; namely, that thofe who had already got 
ten payment, either in whole or in part, fhould refund 
the money to the exchequer. 

THE oaths, which Henry impofed for the fecurity of 
his ecclefiaftical model, were not more reafonable than his 
other meafures, All his fubjeéts of any diftin@ion had 
already been obliged to renounce the pope’s fupremacy ; 
but as the claufes to which they fwore had not been 
deemed entirely fatisfactory, another oath was impofed ; 
and it was added, that all thofe who had taken the for- 
mer oaths, fhould be underftood to have taken the new 
one*, A ftrange fuppofition ! to reprefent men as bound 
by an oath, which they had never taken. 

THE moft commendable law, to which the parliament 
gave their fanction, was that by which they mitigated the 
law of the fix articles, and enacted, that no perfon fhould 
be put to his trial upon an accufation concerning any of 
the offences comprized in that fanguinary ftatute, except 
on the oath of twelve perfons before commiffioners autho- 
rized for the purpofe; and that no perfon fhould be ar- 
refted or committed to ward for any fuch offence before 
he was indi&ted, Any preacher, accufed of {peaking in 
his fermon contrary to thefe articles, muift be indicted 
within forty days, 

Tue king always experienced the limits of his autho- 
rity, whenever he demanded fubfidies, however moderate, 
from the parliament; and, therefore, not to hazard a re- 
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CH A P. fufal, he made no mention this feafon of a fupply: But 


XXXII. 
Seeeeemen Vannianel 
1544 


‘as his wars both in France and Scotland, as well as 


his ufual prodigality, had involved him in great expence, 
he had recourfe to other methods of filling his exchequer, 
Notwithftanding the former abolition of his debts, he yet 
required new loans from his fubjects: And he enhanced 
gold from forty-five fhillings to forty-eight an ounce; 
and filver from three fhillings and nine pence to four hhil- 
lings. His pretence for this innovation, was to prevent 
the money from being exported; as if that expedient 
could anywife ferve the purpofe, 
bafe money, and ordered it to be current by proclamation, 
He named commiffioners for levying a benevolence, and 
he extorted. about feventy thoufand pounds by this expe- 
dient. Read, alderman of London ‘, a man fomewhat 
advanced in years, having refufed to contribute, or not 
coming up to the expectation of the commiffioners, was 
inrolled as a foot-foldier in the Scottifh wars, and was 
there taken prifoner. Roach, who had been equally re- 
fractory, was thrown into prifon, and obtained not his 
liberty but by paying a large compofition*, Thefe 
powers of the prerogative (which at that time pafled un- 
queftioned), the compelling of any man to ferve in any 
office, and the imprifoning of any man during pleafure, 
not to mention the practice of extorting loans, rendered 
the fovereign in a manner, abfolute mafter of the perfon 
and property of every individual. 

Earty this year the king fent a fleet and army to in- 
vade Scotland. The fleet confifted of near two hundred 
veflels, and carried on board ten thoufand men. Dud- 
ley lord Lifle commanded the fea-forces; the earl of 
Hertford the land. ‘Fhe troops were difembarked near 
Leith; and after difperfing a {mall body which oppofed 


He even coined fome 
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them, they took that town without refiftance, and then H APs 
XXHL 

marched to Edinburgh. The gates were foon beaten Rates Anse 

down (for little or no refiftance was made); and the 1544. 

Englith firft pillaged, and then fet fire to the city. The 

regent and cardinal were not prepared to oppofe fo great a 

force, and they fled to Stirling, Hertford marched eaft- 

ward ; and being joined by a new body under Evers, war- 

den of the eaft marches, he laid wafte the whole country, 

burned and deftroyed Haddington and Dunbar, then re- 

treated into England ; having loft only forty men in the 

whole expedition. The earl wf Arran colleéted fome 

forces ; but finding that the Englith were already depart~ 

ed, he turned them againft Lenox, who was juftly fut. 

pected of a correfpondence with the enemy. That noble- 

man, after making fome refiftance, was obliged to fly 

into England; where Henry fettled a penfion on him, 

and even gave him his niece, lady Margaret Douglas, in 

marriage. In return, Lenox ftipulated conditions, by 

which, had he been able to execute them, he muft have 

reduced his country to total fervitude !, 

Henry’s policy was blamed in this fudden and violent 
incurfion ; by which he inflamed the paffions of the Scots, 
without fubduing their fpirit ; and it was commonly faid, 
that he did too much, if he intended to folicit an alliance, 
and too little, if he meant a conqueft™, But the reafon 
of his recalling the troops fo foon, was his eagernefs 
to carry on a projected enterprize againft France, in which 
he intended to employ the whole force of his kingdom. 

He had concerted a plan with the emperor, which threat- 
ened the total ruin of that monarchy, and muft, as a ne- 
ceflary confequence, have involved the ruin of England. 
Thefe two princes had agreed to invade France with 
forces amounting to above a hundred thoufand men : 
Henry engaged to fet out from Calais: Charles from the 
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Cae Low-countries: They were to enter on no fiege; but 
— — leaving all the frontier towns behind them, to march dis 
4544¢ rectly to Paris, where they were to join their forces, 
and thence to proceed to the entire conqueft of the king- 

dom. Francis could not oppofe, to thefe formidable pre- 
parations, much above forty thoufand men. ) 

rath July. | HENRY, having appointed the queen regent during his 
si abfence, paffled over to Calais with thirty thoufand men, 
accompanied by the dukes of Norfolk and Suffolk, Fitza- 

Jan earl of Arundel, Vere earl of Oxford, the ear] of Sur. 

rey, Paulet lord St. John, lord Ferrers of Chartley, lord 
Mountjoy, lord Grey of Wilton, Sir Anthony Brown, 
Sir Francis Bryan, and the moft flourifhing nobility and. 

gentry of his kingdom, The Englifh army was foon 

joined by the count de Buren, admiral of Flanders, with ten 

thoufand foot, and four thoufand horfe; and the whole 
-compofed an army, which nothing on that frontier-was 
able to refift. The chief force of the French armies was. 

drawn to the fide of Champagne, in order to oppofe the 

Imperialifts. 

THE emperor, with an army of near fixty thoufand 
men, had taken the field much earlier than Henry; and 
not to lofe time, while he waited for the arrival of his 
confederate, he fat down before Luxembourg, which was 
furrendered to him: He thence proceeded to Commercy 
on the Meufe, which he took: Ligny met with the fame 
fate: He next laid fiege to St. Difier on the Marne, which, 
though a weak place, made a brave refiftance, under the 
count of Sancerre, the governor, and the fiege was pro- 
tracted beyond expectation. 

THE emperor was employed before this town at the 
time the Englifh forces were aflembled in Picardy. Henry, 
either tempted by the defencelefs condition of the French 
frontier, or thinking that the emperor had firft broken his 
engagement, by forming fieges, or, perhaps, forefeeing at 
laft the dangerous confequences of entirely-fubduing the 

8 French 
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French power, infterd of marching forward to Paris, fatC HA P. 
down before Montreuil and Boulogne. The duke of Nor- aE 
folk commanded the army before Montreuil: The king 1544 
himfelf that before Boulogne. Vervin was governor of 
the latter place, and under him Philip Corfe, a brave old 
foldier, who encouraged the garrifon to defend themfelves 
to the laft extremity againft the Englifh. He was killed 
during the courfe of the fiege, and the town was imme- 
diately furrendered to Henry by the cowardice of Vervin ; 
who was afterwards beheaded for this difhonourable capi- 
tulation. 

During the courfe of this fiege, Charles had taken St, 
Difier ; and finding the feafon much advanced, he began 
to hearken to a treaty of peace with France, fince all his 
fchemes for fubduing that kingdom were likely to prove 
abortive. In order to have a pretence for deferting his 
ally, he fent a meflenger to the Englith camp, requiring 
Henry immediately to fulfil his engagements, and to meet 
him with his army before Paris. Henry replied, that he 
was too far engaged in the fiege of Boulogne to raife it 
with honour, and that the emperor himfelf had firft 
broken the concert by befieging St. Difier. This anfwer 


ferved Charles as a fufficient reaton for concluding a peace 
f 18th Sept, 


14th Sept. 


with Francis, at Crepy, where no mention was made o 
‘England. He ftipulated to give Flanders as a dowry to 
his daughter, whom he agreed to marry to the duke of 
Orleans, Francis’s fecond fon; and Francis, in returns 
withdrew his troops from Piedmont and Savoy, and re- 
nounced all claim to Milan, Naples, and other territo- 
ries in Italy. This peace, fo advantageous to Francis, 
was procured, partly by the decifive victory ebtained in 
the beginning of the campaign by the count of Anguyen 
over the Imperialifts at Cerifolles in Piedmont, partly by 
the emperor’s great defire to turn his arms againft the 
proteftant princes in Germany. Charles ordered his 
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CHAP. troops to feparate from the Englifh in Picardy; and 


XXX 


4 Henry, finding himfelf obliged to raife the fiege of Mon- 


1544. 
goth Sept, 


treuil, returned into England. This campaign ferved, 
to the populace, as matter of great triumph; but all 
men of fenfe concluded, that the king had, as in all his 
former military enterprizes, made, at a great expence, an 
acquifition, which was of no importance, 

THE war with Scotland, meanwhile, was conducted 
feebly, and with various fuccefs. Sir Ralph Evers, now 
Jord Evers, and Sir Bryan Latoun, made an inroad into 
that kingdom; and having laid watte the counties of 
Tiviotdale and the Merfe, they proceeded to the abbey 
of Coldingham,. which they took pofleffion of, and forti- 
fied. ‘The governor aflembled an army of eight thoufand 
men, in order to diflodge them from this poft; but he had 
no fooner opened his batteries before the place, than a fud- 
den panic feized him; he left the army, and fled to Dunbar. 
He complained of the mutiny of his troops, and pretended ~ 
apprehenfions left they fhould deliver him into the hands 
of the Englifh: But his own unwarlike fpirit was gene- 
rally believed to have been the motive of this difhonour- 
able flight. The Scottifh army upon the departure of 
their general, fell into confufion; and had not Angus, 
with a few of his retainers, brought off the cannon, and 
protected their rear, the Englifh might have gained great 
advantages over them. Evers, elated with this fuccefs, 
boafted to Henry, that he had conquered all Scotland to 
the Forth; and he claimed a reward ‘for this important - 
fervice.. The duke of Norfolk, who knew with what 
difficulty fuch acquifitions would be maintained againft 
a'warlike enemy, advifed the king to grant him, as his 
reward, the conquefts of which he boafted fo highly. 
The next inroad made by the Englith, fhewed the va- 
nity of Evers’s hopes. This general Jed about five thou- 
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fand men into Tiviotdale, and was employed in ravaging 
that 
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that country; when intelligence was brought him, thatC H A P, 
fome Scottifh forces appeared near the abbey of Melrofs, Teheige 
Angus had roufed the governor to more activity;’anda 1545. 
proclamation being iffued for aflembling the troops of the 
neighbouring counties, a confiderable body had repaired 

thither to oppofe the enemy. Norman Lefly, fon of © 

the earl of Rothes, had alfo joined the army with fome 
voluntiers from Fife; and he infpired courage into the 
whole, as well by this acceffion of force, as by his,per- 
fonal bravery and intrepidity. In order to bring their 
troops to the neceffity of a fteady defence, the Scottifh 
leaders ordered all their cavalry to difmount; and they 
refolved to wait, on fome high grounds near Ancram, the 
aflault of the Englifh. The Englifh, whofe paft fuccefles 
had taught them too much to defpife the enemy, thought, 
when they faw the Scottifh horfes. led off the field, that 
the whole army. was retiring ; and they haftened to attack 
them. The Scots received them in good order; and be- 
ing favoured by the advantage of the ground, as well as 
by the furprize of the Englifh, who expected. no refift- 
ance, they foon put them to flight, and purfued them with 
confiderable flaughter. . Evers and Latoun were both 
killed, and above a thoufand men were made prifoners, 
In order to fupport the Scots in this war, Francis, fome 
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time after, fent over a body. of auxiliaries, to the number 
of three thoufand five hundred men, under the command 
of Montgomery, lord of Lorges *. Reinforced by thefe 
fuccours, the governor aflembled an army of fifteen 
thoufand men at Haddington, and marched thence to 
ravage the eaft borders of England. He. laid all watfte 
wherever he came; and having met with no confiderable 
refiftance, he retired into his own country, and difband- 
ed his army. The earl of Hertford, in revenge, com- 
mitted ravages on the middle and weft marches ; and the 
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des was fignalized rather by the ills infli@. 


‘ ed on the enemy, than by any confiderable advantage 


gained by either party. 

Te war likewife between France and England was 
not diftinguifhed this year by any memorable event, 
Francis had equipped a fleet of above two hundred fail, 
befides gallics; and having embarked fome land-forces 
on board, he fent them to make a defcent in England 4, 
They failed to the Ife of Wight, where they found the 
Englith fleet lying at anchor in St. Helen’s. It confifted 
not of above a hundred fail; and the admiral thought 
it moft advifable to remain in that road, in hopes of 
drawing the French into the narrow channels and the 
rocks, which were unknown to them. The two fleets 
cannonaded each other for two days; and except the 
finking of the Mary Rofe, one of the largeft thips of the 
Englith fleet, the damage on both fides was inconfider- 
able. 

FRANcIs’s chief intention, in equipping fo great a 
fleet, was to prevent the Englith from throwing fuccours 
into Boulogne, which he refolved to befiege ; and for that 
purpofe, he ordered a fort to be built, by which he in- 
tended to block up the harbour. After a confiderable 
lofs of time and money, the fort was found fo ill con- 
ftructed, that he was obliged to abandon it; and though 
he had affembled, on that frontier, an army of near 
forty thoufand men, he was not able to effect any con- 
fiderable enterprize. Henry, in order to defend his pof- 
feffions in France, had levied fourteen thoufand Ger- 
mans; who, having marched to Fleurines in the bifhop- 
ric of Liege, found that they could advance no farther. 
The emperor would not allow them a paflage through his 
dominions : ‘They received intelligence of a {uperior army 
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on the fide of France ready to intercept them: Want of C H_A P.. 
occupation and of pay foon produced a mutiny among a 
them: And having feized the Englifh commiflaries asa 1545+ 
fecurity for arrears, they retreated into their own coun- 

try. There feems to have been fome want of forefight in 

this expenfive armament. 

THE great expence of thefe two wars, maintained by 234 Nor 
Henry, obliged him to fummon a new parliament, The — 
commons granted him a fubfidy, payable in two years, 
of two fhillings a pound on land": The fpirituality 
voted him fix fhillings a pound. But the parliament, 
apprehenfive left more demands fhould be made upon 
them, endeavoured to fave themfelves by a very extraor- 
dinary liberality of other people’s property: By one 
vote they beftowed on the king all the revenues of the 
univerfities, as well as of. the chauntries, free chapels °, 
and hofpitals. Henry was pleafed with this conceffion, 
as it encreafed his power; but he had no intention to 
rob learning of all her endowments; and he foon took 
care to inform the univerifities, that he meant not to 
touch their revenues. “Thus thefe ancient and celebrated 
eftablifhments owe their exiftence to the generofity of the 
king, not to the protection of this fervile and proftitute 
parliament. 

Tue proftitute fpirit of the parliament farther appeared 
in the preamble of a ftatute ?; in which they recognize 


n Thofe who pofiiffed goods or money, above five pound and below 
ten, were to pay eight pence a pound : Thofe above ten pound, a thile 
ling» 

© A chauntry was a little, church, chapel, or particular altar in fome ca- 
thedral church, &c, endowed with lands or other revenues for the main- 
tainance of one or more priefts, daily to fay mafs or perform divine fervice, 
for the ule of the founders, or fuch others as they appointed : Free chapels 
were independant on any ch utch, and endowed fer much the fame purpole as 
the former. Jacob’s Law Dict. 

P 37 Hen, VIII. c. 17- 
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C HA P. the king to have always been, by the word of God, fue 
EE eeme head of the church of England; and acknowledge, 
3545. that archbithops, bifhops, and other ecclefiaftical perfons, 
have no manner of jurifdiGtion but by his royal mandate: 
To him alone, fay they, and fuch perfons as he fhall ap- 
point, full power and authority is given from above to 
hear and determine all manner of. caufes ecclefiaftical, 
and to correct all manner of herefies, errors, vices, and 
fins whatfoever. No mention is here made of the con- 
currence of a convocation, or even of a parliament. His 
proclamations are in effect acknowledged to have, not only 
the force of law, but the authority of revelation; and by 
his royal power he might regulate the a@tions of men, con-= 
troul their words, and even direét their inward fentiments 

and opinions, 

Tue king made in perfon a {peech to the parliament 
on proroguing them; in which, after thanking them for 
tkeir loving attachment to him, which, he faid, equalled 

' what was ever paid by their anceftors to any king of Eng- 
land, he complained of their diflentions, difputes, and 
animofities in religion. He told them, that the feveral 
pulpits were become akind of batteries againft each other , 
and that one preacher called another heretic and anabap- 
tift, which was retaliated by the opprobrious appellations 
of papift and hypocrite: That he had permitted his people 
the ufe of the Scriptures, not in order to furnifh them with 
materials for difputing and railing, but that he might enable 
them to inform their confciences and inftru& their chil- 
dren and families: That it grieved his heart to find how 
that precious jewel was proftituted, by being introduced 
into the converfation of every alehoufe and tavern, and 
employed as a pretence for decrying the {piritual and legal 
paftors: And that he was forry to obferve, that the word 
of God, while it was the object of fo much anxious {pe- 
eulation, had very little influence on their practice; and 

that, 
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that, though an imaginary knowledge fomuch abounded, 

‘charity was daily going to decay 1, The king gave good 
advice; but his own example, by encouraging {peculation 
and difpute, was ill fitted to promote that peaceable fub- 
miffion of opinion, which he recommended. 


Henry employed in military preparations the money 
granted by parliament ; and he fent over the earl of Hert- 
ford, and lord Lifle, the admiral, to Calais, with a body 
of nine thoufand men, two-thirds of which confifted of 
foreigners. Some fkirmifhes of fmall moment enfued 
with the French; and no hopes of any confiderable pro- 
gtefs could be entertained by either party. Henry, whofe 
animofity againft Francis was not violent, had given fuf- 
ficient vent to his humour by this fhort war; and find- 
ing, that, from his great encreafe in corpulence and de- 
cay in ftrength, he could not hope for much. longer life, 
he was defirous of ending a.quarrel, which might prove 
dangerous to his kingdom during a minority. Francis 
likewife, on his part, was not averfe to peace with Eng- 
land ; becaufe, having lately loft his fon, the duke of 
Orleans, he revived his ancient claim upon Milan, and 
forefaw, that hoftilities muft foon, on that account, 
break out between him and the emperor. Commiffioners, 
therefore, having met at Campe, a fmall place between 
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Ardres and Guifnes, the articles were foon agreed on, Scotland. 


and the peace figned by them. ‘The chief conditions 
were, that Henry fhould retain Boulogne during. eight 
years, or till the former debt due by Francis. fhould be 
paid. This debt was fettled at two millions, of livres, 
befides a claim of 500,000 livres, which was. afterwards 
to he adjufted. Francis took care to comprehend Scot- 
land in the treaty. ‘Tvhus all that Henry obtained by a 
war, which coft him above one million three, hundred 
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‘and forty thoufand pounds fterling ', wasa bad anda charges 


—,—~ able fecurity for a debt, which was not a third of the value, 


5546. 


THE king, now freed from all foreign wars, had lei- 
fure to give his attention to domeftic affairs ; particularly 
to the eftablifhment of uniformity in opinion, on which 
he was fo intent. Though he allowed an Englith tranfe 
lation of the Bible, he had hitherto been very careful to 
keep the mafs in Latin; but he was at laft prevailed on 
to permit, that the Litany, a confiderable part of the 
fervice, fhould be celebrated in the vulgar tongue; and 
by this innovation, he excited anew the hopes of the re- 
formers, who had been fomewhat difcouraged by the 
fevere law of the fix articles, One petition of the new 
Litany was a prayer to fave us from the tyranny of the 
bifbop of Rome, and from all his deteftable enormities. Crane 
mer employed his credit to draw Henry into farther inno- 
vations; and he took advantage of Gardiner’s abfence, 
who was fent on an embafly to the emperor: But Gar- 
diner, having written to the king, that, if he carried his 
oppofition againft the catholic religion to greater extre- 
mities, Charles threatened to break off all commerce with 
him, the fuccefs of Cranmer’s projects was for fome time 
retarded. Cranmer loft this year the moft fincere and 
powerful friend that he poflefled at court, Charles Bran- 
don, duke of Suffolk: The queen-dowager of France, 
confort to Suffolk, had died fome years before. This 
nobleman is one inftance, that Henry was not altogether 
incapable of a cordial and fteady friendfhip ; and Suffolk 
feems to have been worthy of the favour, which, from 
his earlieft youth, he had enjoyed with his mafter. The 
king was fitting in council when informed of Suffolk’s 
death; and he took the opportunity both to exprefs his 
own forrow for the lofs, and to celebrate the merits of 
the deceafed. He declared, that, during the whole 
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courfe of their friendfhip, his brother-in-law had ne- CH A P, 
ver made one attempt to injure an adverfary, and had ———— 
never whifpered a word to the difadvantage of any per= 1546 
fon. “* Is there any of you, my lords, who can fay as 
** much?” When the king fubjoined thefe words, he 
looked round in all their faces, and faw that confufion, 
which the confcioufnefs of fecret guilt naturally threw 
upon them °*, 

CRANMER himfelf, when bereaved of this fupport, 
was the more expofed to thofe cabals of the courtiers, ° 
which the oppofition in party and religion, joined to the 
ufual motives of intereft, rendered fo frequent among 
Henry’s minifters and counfellors. The catholics took 
hold of the king by his paffion for orthodoxy ; and they 
reprefented to him, that, if his laudable zeal for inforce- 
ing the truth met with no better fuccefs, it was altoge- 
ther owing to the primate, whofe example and encourage- 
ment were, in reality, the fecret fupports of herefy, 
Henry, feeing the point at which they aimed, feigned a 
compliance, and defired the council to make enquiry into 
Cranmer’s conduct; promifing that, if he were found 
guilty, he fhould be committed to prifon, and brought 
to condign punifhment. Every body now confidered 
the primate as loft; and his old friends, from interefted 
views, as well as the oppofite party, from animofity, be- 
gan to fhow him marks of neglect and difregard. He 
was obliged to ftand feveral hours among the lacqueys at 
the door of the council-chamber, before he could be ad- 
mitted ; and when he was at laft called in, he was told, 
that they had determined to fend him to the Tower. 
Cranmer faid, that he appealed to the king himfelf ; and 
finding his appeal difregarded, he produced a ring, which 
Henry had given him as a pledge of favour and protection. 
The council were confounded ; and when they came be- 
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Chee fore the king, he reproved them in the fevereft terms; 
iW, and told them, that he was well acquainted with Cran- 
1546. mer’s merit, as well as with their malignity and envy: 
But he was determined to crufh all their cabals, and to 
teach them, by the fevereft difcipline, fince gentle me- 
thods were ineffectual, a more dutiful concurrence in pro- 
moting his fervice. Norfolk, who was Cranmet’s capital 
enemy, apologized for their conduct, and faid, that their 
only intention was to fet the primate’s innocence ina full 
light, by bringing him to an open trial: And Henry 
obliged them all to embrace him, as a fign of their cors 
dial reconciliation. ‘The mild temper of Cranmer ren- 
dered this agreement mere fincere on his part, than is 

ufual in fuch forced compliances *. 
Perfecu- But though Henry’s favour for Cranmer rendered 
tons. fruitlefs all accufations againft him, his pride and pee 
vifhnefs, irritated by his declining ftate of health, impelled 
him to punifh with frefh feverity all others, who prefum- 
ed to entertain a different opinion from himfelf, particu- 
larly in the capital point of the real prefence. Anne 
Afcue, a young woman of merit as well as beauty ", who 
had great connexions with the chief ladies at court, and 
with the queen herfelf, was accufed of dogmatizing on 
that delicate article; and Henry, inftead of fhewing in- 
dulgence to the weaknefs of her fex and age, was but the 
more provoked, that a woman fhould dare to oppofe his 
theological fentiments. She was prevailed on by Bon- 
ner’s menaces to make a feeming recantation; but fhe 
qualified it with fome referves, which did not fatisfy that 
zealous prelate. She was thrown into prifon, and fhe there 
employed herfelf in compofing prayers and difcourfes, by 
which fhe fortified her refolution to endure the utmoft 
extremity rather than relinquifh her religious principles 


t Burnet, vol. i. p. 343, 344. Antiq, Brit. in vita Cranms 
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She even wrote to the king, and told him, that; as. to 
the Lord’s Supper, fhe believed as much as Chrift him- 
felf had faid oft, and as much of his divine doctrine as 
the catholic church had required: But while fhe could 
not be brought to acknowledge an affent to the king’s 
explications, this declaration availed her nothing, .and 
was rather regarded as a frefh infult. The chancellor, 
Wriothefely, who had fucceeded Audley; and who. was 
much attached to the catholic party, was fent to examine 
her with regard.to her patrons at court, and the 


grea 
Jadies who were in correfpondence with her: But the 
maintained a laudable fidelity to her friends, and would 
confefs nothing. She was put to the torture in the 
moft barbarous manner, and continued ftill refolute 
in preferving fecrecy. Some authors add an extras 


1 


ordinary circumftance : That+the chancellor, who food 
by, ordered the licutenant of the Tower to ftretch the 


rack {till farther; but that officer refufed c ymphiance : 
‘The chancellor menaced him; but»met with a new re- 
fufal: Upon which that magiftrate, who was. other- 
wife a perfon of merit, but intoxicated with religious 
zeal, put his own hand to the rack, and drew it fo vio- 
lently that he almoft tore her body afunder.. Her con- 
flancy {till furpafled the barbarity of her perfecutors, and 
they found all their efforts to be baffled. She was then 
condemned to be burned alive; and being fo diflocated by 
the rack, that fhe could not ftand, fhe was carried to the 
ftake in a chair. Together with her, were conduéted 
Nicholas Belenian, a prieft, John Laflcls, of the king’s 
houfehold, and John Adams a tailor, who had been con 


W Fox, vol. ii. p. 578. Speed, p. 780. Baker, p.299. But Burnet 
gueftions the truth of this circumftance : Fox, however, tranfcribes her own 
paper, where fhe relates it, I muft add, in juftice to the king, that he dif. 
approved of Wriothefely’s conduét, and commended the lieutenant. 
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pres te demned for the fame crime to the fame punifhment. They 

—_.— were all tied to the ftake ; and in that dreadful fituation, 

1546. the chancellor fent to inform them, that their pardon was 

ready drawn and figned, and fhould inftantly be given 

them, if they would merit it by a recantation, They 

only regatded this offer as a new ornament to their crown 

of martyrdom ; and they faw with tranquillity the execu- 

tioner kindle the flames, which confumed them. Wrio- 

tliefely did not confider, that this public and noted fitua- 

tion interefted their honour the more to maintain a fteady 
perfeverance. 

Tsovcn the fecrecy and fidelity of Anne Afcue 
faved the queen from this peril, that princefs foon after 
fell into a new danger, from which fhe narrowly efcaped. 
An ulcer had broken out in the king’s lex, which, added 
to his extreme corpulency and his bad habit of body, 
began both to threaten his life, and to render him, 
even more than ufually, peevifh and paffionate. The 
queen attended him with the moft tender and dutiful 
care, and endeavoured, by every foothing art and com 
pliance, to allay thofe gufts of humour, to whieh he 
was become fo fubjeé&t. His favourite topic of con 
verfation was theology; and*Catherine, whofe good 
fenfe enabled her to difcourfe on any fubje&t, was fre- 
quently engaged in the argument; and being fecretly 
inclined to the principles of the reformers, fhe un- 
warily betrayed too much of her mind on thefe occas 
-fions. Henry, highly provoked, that fhe fhould pre 
fume to differ from him, complained of her obftinacy 
to Gardiner, who gladly laid hold of the opportunity to 
inflame the quarrel. He praifed the king’s anxious con 
cern for preferving the orthodoxy of his fubjectss and 
reprefented, that the more elevated the perfon was who 
was chattifed, and the more near to his perfon, the greater 
terror would the example ftrike into every one, and the 

more 
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more glorious would the facrifice appear to pofterity. oa 
‘The chancellor, being confulted, was engaged by reli- 
gious zeal to fecond thefe topics ; and Henry, hurried 1546 
on by his own impetuous temper, and encouraged by his 
counfellors, went fo far as to orver articles of impeach- 
ment to be drawn up againft his confort. Wrioth:fely 
executed his commands; and foon after brought the 
paper to him to be figned : For as it was high treafon to 
throw flander upon the queen, he might otherwife have 
been queftioned for his temerity. By fome means, this 
important paper fell into the hands of one of the queen’s 
friends, who immediately carried the intelligence ta 
her. She was fenfible of the extreme danger, to which 
fhe was expofed; but did not defpair of being able, 
by her prudence and addrefs, ftill to elude the efforts 
of her enemies. She paid her ufual vifit to the king, 
and found him in a more ferene difpofition than the 
had reafon to expect. He entered on the fubject, 
which was fo familiar to him; and he feemed to chal- 
lenge her to an argument in divinity. She gently de- 
clined thé converfation, and remarked, that fuch pro- 
found fpeculations were ill fuited to the natural imbeci]. 
lity of her fex. Women, the faid, by their firft creation, 
were made fubjet to men: The male was created after 
the image of God; the female after the image of the 
male: It belonged to the hufband to chufe principles for 
his wife ; the wife’s duty was, in all cafes, to adopt im+ 
plicitly the fentiments of her hufband: And as to herfelf, 
it was doubly her duty, béing bleft with a hufband, who 
was qualified, by his judgment and learning, not only to 
chufe principles for his own family, but for the moft wife 
and knowing of every nation. ‘* Notfo! by St. Mary,” 
replied the king, ‘‘ you are now become a do&or, Kate ; 
“* and better fitted to give than receive inftru€tion.” She 
meekly replied, that fhe was fenfible how little fhe was ine 
S 2 titled 
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oe Be titled to thefe praifes; that though the ufually declined not 
came any spire Mat tion, however fublime, when RINDI by 
1546 his majefty, fhe well knew, that her conceptions could 
ferve to no other purpofe than to give him a little mo- 
mentary amufement ; that fhe found the converfation apt 
to languifh when not revived by fome oppofition, and fhe 
had ventured fometimes to feign. a contrariety of fenti- 
ments, in order to give him the pleafure of refuting her ; 
and that fhe alfo purpofed, by this innocent artifice, to 
engage him into topics, whence, fhe had obferved by fires 
quent experience, that fhe reaped profit and inftrudtion. 
“© And isit fo, fweetheart ?” Seblieg the king, -** then are 
“© we perfect friends again.” He embraced. her with 
great affection, and fent her away with aflurances of his 
protection and kindnefs. Her enemies, who knew nothing 
of this fudden change, prepared next day to convey her 
to the Tower, purfuant to the king’s warrant. Henry and 
Catherine were converfing amicably in the garden, when 
the chancellor appeared with forty of the purfuivants. 
The king fpoke to him at fome diftance from her ; .and 
feemed to expoftulate with. him in the feveref{ manner : 
She even overheard the appellations of nave, fool, and 
beaft, which he liberally beftowed upon that magiftrate ; 
and then ordered him to depart his prefence. She after- 
wards interpofed to mitigate his anger: He faid ta 
her, *‘ Poor foul! you know not how ill intitled this 
<¢ man is to your good offices.”. .Thenceforth, the queen, 
having narrowly efcaped fo great a danger, was careful 
not to offend Henry’s humour by any contradiétion ; and 
Gardiner, whofe malice had» endeavoured to widen the 
breach, could never afterwards regain his favour and 
good opinion *, 


x Burnet, vol. i, p, 344. Herbert, p, 560. Speed, p. 720. Fox’s Ads 
and Monuments, vol, ii. p. 58, j 
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~ Bur Henry’s tyrannical difpofition, foured by ill 
health, burft out foon after to the deftru@tion of a man, 
who poflefled a much fuperior rank to that of Gardiner. 
The duke of Norfolk and his father, during this whole 
reign, and even a part of the foregoing,’ had been re- 
garded as the greateft fubjedts in the kinedom, and had 
rendered confidérable fervice to the crown. The duke 
himfelf had in his youth acquired reputation by naval 
enterprizes: He had much contributed to the victory 
gained over the Scots at Flouden: He had fupprefled a 
dangerous rebellion in the North: And he had always 
done his part with honour in all the expeditions againft 
France. Fortune {éemed to conf{pire with his own in- 
duftry, in raifing him to the ereateft elevation, From 
the favours heaped on him by the crown, he had ac- 
quired an immenfe eftate: The king had fucceflively 
been married to two of his nieces ; and the king’s natu-= 
ral fon, the duke. of Richmond, had married his dauvhter : 
Befides his defcent from the ancient family of the Mou- 
brays, by which he was allied to the throne, he had 
efpoufed a daughter of the duke of Buckingham, who 
was defcended by a female from. Edward III. : And as 
he was believed ftill to adhere fecretly to the ancient 
religion, he was regarded, both abroad and at home, 
as the head of the catholic party.’ But all thefe circum- 
ftances, in proportion as they exalted the duke, provoked 
the jealoufy of Henry; and he forefaw danger,: during 
his fon’s minority, both to the public tranquillity, ‘and 


to the new ecclefiaftical fy{tem, from the attempts of 


fo potent a fubject.. But nothing tended more to ex- 
pofe Norfolk to the king’s. difpleafure, than the preju- 
dices, which Henry had entertained again{t the earl of 

Surrey, fon of that nobleman. 
SURREY was a young man of the moft promifing 
hopes, and had diftinguifhed himfelf by every accom- 
5.2 plifhmeat, 
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plifhment, which became a fcholar, a courtier, and a fol. 


w———dier. He excelled in all the military exercifes, which 
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were then in requeft: He encouraged the fine arts by his 
patronage and example: He had made fome fuccefsful 
attempts in poetry ; and being {mitten with the romantic 
gallantry of the age, he celebrated the praifes of his mif- 


-trefs, by his pen and his lance, in every mafque and 


tournament, His fpirit and ambition were equal to his 
talents and his quality ; and he did not always regulate 
his conduct by the caution and referve, which his fitua- 
tion required. He had been left governor of Bologne, 
when that town was taken by Henry; but though his 
perfonal bravery was unqueftioned, he had been unfor- 
tunate in fome rencounters with the French. The king, 
fomewhat difpleafed with his condu@, had fent over 
Hertford to command in his place; and Surrey was fo 
imprudent as to drop fome menacing expreflions againtt 
the minitters, on account of this affront, which was put 
upon him. And as he had refufed to marry Hertford’s 
daughter, and even waved every other propofal of mar- 
riage; Henry imagined, that he had entertained views 
of efpoufing the lady Mary; and he was inftantly deters 
mined to reprefs, by the moft fevere expedients, fo dan» 
gerous an ambition. 

ACTUATED by all thefe motives, and perhaps influs 
enced by that old difguft, with which the ill condué of 
Catherine Howard had infpired him againft her whole fa- 
mily, he gave ptivate orders to arreft Norfolk and Sur= 
rey; and they were on the fame day confined in the 
Tower. Surrey being a commoner, his trial was the 
more expeditious ; and as to proofs, neither parliaments 
nor juries feem ever to have given the leaft attention to 
them in any caufe of the crown, during this whole reign. 
He was accufed of entertaining in his family fome Ita- 
lians who were /u/pedted to be {pies ; a fervant of his had 


paid 


H EN R Y ~~ Vit 263 


paid a vifit to cardinal Pole in Italy, whence he was fuf-© las 
peed of holding a correfpondence with that obnoxious.” ical 
prelate ; he had quartered the arms of Edward the Con- +547- 
feflor on his fcutcheon, which made him be fofpedied of 

afpiring to the crown, though both he and his anceftors 

had openly, during the courfe of many years, maintained 

that practice, and the heralds had even juftified it by their 
authority. Thefe were the crimes, for which a jury, not- 
withftanding his eloquent and fpirited defence, condemned 

the earl of Surrey for high treafon; and their fentence 

was foon after executed upon him. 


THE innocence of the duke of Norfolk was ftil] 1, if Attaincer of 
poflible, more apparent than that of his fon; and his fer- “easels x 
vices to the crown had been greater. His dutchefs, with 
whom he lived on bad terms, had been fo bafe as to carry 
intelligence to his enemies of all fhe knew againft him : 
Elizabeth Holland, a miftrefS of his, had been ec yually 
fubfervient to the defign of the court: Yet with all thefe 
advantages his accufers difcovered no greater crime, the 
his once faying, that the king was fickly, and could not 
hold out long; and the kingdom was likely to fall into 
diforders, through the diverfity of religious opinions, He 
wrote a pathetic letter to the king, pleading his patt 
fervices, and protefling his innocence: Soon after, he 
embraced a more proper expedient for appealing Henry, 
by making a fubmiffion and confeffion, fuch as his ene- 
mies required: But nothing could mollify the unrelent- 
ing temper of the king. He aflembled a parliament, as r4th Jan, 
the fureft and moft expeditious inftrument of his tyranny ; 
and the houfe of peers, without examining the prifoner 
without trial or evidence, pafled a bill of attainder againit 
him, and fent it down to the commons, Cranmer, 
though engaged for many years in an oppolite party to 
Norfolk, ay though he had received many and great in- 
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——- fecution ; and he retired to his feat at Croydon ¥. - The 


juries from him, would have no hand in fo unjuft a pro. 


1547- king was now approaching faft towards his end; and 
fearing left Norfolk fhould efcape him, he fent a meflage 
to the commons, by which he defired them to haften the 
bill, on pretence, that Norfolk enjoyed the dignity of 
earl marfhal, and it was neceflary to appoint another, who 
might officiate at the enfuing ceremony of inftalling his 
fon prince of Wales. The obfequious commons obeyed 
his directions, though founded on fo frivolous a pretence ; 
and the king, having affixed the royal aflent to the bill 
by commiftioners, iffued orders for the execution of Nor- 
folk on the morning of the ‘twenty-ninth of January. 
But news being carried to the Tower, that the king him- 
felf had expired that night, the lieutenant deferred obey- 
ing the warrant ; and it was not thought advifable by the 
council to begin a new reign by the death of the greateft 
nobleman in the kingdom, who had been condemned by 
a fentence fo unjuft and tyrannical. 

HE king’s health had long been in a declining fate ; 
but for feveral days all thofe near him: plainly faw his 
end approaching. He was become fo froward, that no 
‘one durft inform him of his condition; and as fome 
perfons, during this reign, had fuffered as traitors for 
foretelling the king’s death*, every one was afraid, 
left, in the tranfports of bis fury, he might, on this 
pretence, punifh capitally the author of fuch friendly 
intelligence. At Jaft, Sir Anthony Denny ventured 
to difclofe to him the fatal fecret, and exhorted him 


to prepare for the fate, which was awaiting him, He 
exprefled his ‘refignation; -and defired that Cranmer 
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might be fent for: But before the prelate arrived he C 4A P. 
ee, ©. 88 eS 
his oie aad 
fenfes. Cranmer defired him to give fome fign of his gat ger. 
' ~ Jeath of 


dying in the faith of Chrift: He fqueezed the prelate’s the king. 


was fpeechlefs, though he {till feemed to retain 


hand, and immediately expired, after a reign of thirty- 
feven years and nine months ; and in the fifty-fixth year 
of his age. 

Tue king had made his will near a month before his 
demife; in which he confirmed the deftination of parTia- 
ment, by leaving the crown firft to prince Edward, then 
to the lady Mary, next to the lady Elizabeth: The two 
princefles he obliged, under the penalty of forfeiting their 
title to the crown, not to marry without confent of the 
council, which he appointed for the government of his 
minor fon. After his own children, he fettled the fuc- 
ceffion on Frances Brandon, marchionefs of Dorfet, el- 


der daughter of his fifter, the French queen; then on 
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Eleanor, countefs of Cumberland, the fecond daughter. 
In paffing over the pofterity of the queen of Scots, his 
elder fifter, he made ufe of the power obtained from par- 
liament ; but as he fubjoined, that, after the failure of the 
French queen’s pofterity, the crown fhould defcend to the 
next lawful heir, it afterwards became a queftion, whether 
thefe words could be applied to the Scottifh line, It was 
thought, that thefe princes were not the next heirs after 
the houfe of Suffolk, but before that houfe; and that 
Henry, by expreffing himfelf in this manner, meant en- 
tirely to exclude them. The late injuries, which he had re- 
ceived from the Scots, had irritated him extremely againft 
that nation; and he maintained to the laft that character 
of violence ‘and caprice, by which his life had been fo 
much diftinguifhed... Another circumftance of his will 
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may fuggeft.the fame reflection with regard to the ftrange 
contrarieties of his temper and conduct: He left money 
for 
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for mafies to be faid for delivering his foul from purgas 

and though he deftroyed all thofe inftitutions, efta. 
blifhed by his anceftors and others, for the benefit of their 
fouls ; and had even left the doctrine of purgatory doubt. 
ful in all the articles of faith, which he promulgated 
during his later years ; he was yet determined, when the 
hour of death was approaching, to take care, at leaft, 
of his own future repofe, and to adhere to the fafer fide 
of the queftion . 

It is difficult to give a juft fummary of this prince’s 
qualities: He was fo different from himfelf in different 
parts of his reign, that, as is well remarked by lord Her- 
bert, his hiftory is his beft character and defcription.. The 
abfolute, uncontrouled authority which he maintained at 
home, and the regard which he acquired among foreign 
nations, are circumf{tances, which entitle him, in fome 
degree, to the appellation of a great prince; while his ty- 
ranny and barbarity exclude him. from the chara¢ter of 
a good one. He poilefled, indeed, great vigour of mind, 
which qualified him for exercifing dominion over men ; 
courage, intrepidity, vigilance, inflexibility : And though 
thefe qualities lay not always under the guidance of a regu- 
Jar and folid judgment, they were accompanied with good 
parts, and an extenfive capacity; and every one dreaded a 
conteft with a man, who was known never to yield or to 
forgive, and who, in every controverfy, was determined, 
either to ruin himfelf or his antagonift, A catalogue of 
his vices would comprehend many of the worft. qualities 
incident to human-nature: Violence, cruelty, profufion, 
sapacity, injuftice, obftinacy, arrogance, bigotry, pre- 
fumption, caprice: But neither was he fubject.to all thefe 
vices in the moft extreme degree, nor was he, at intere 


& See his witl in Fuller, Heylin; and Rymer,p. 110, ‘There is no reafon- 
able ground to fufped its authenticity, 
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vals, altogether deftitute of virtues : He was fincere, open eK tL 
gallant, liberal, and capable at leaft of a temporary friend- Wey 
fhip and attachment. In this refpeét he was unfortunate, 1547° 
that the incidents of his reign ferved to difplay his faults 

in their full light: The treatment, which he met with 

from the court of Rome, provoked him to violence; the 

danger of a revolt from his fuperftitious fubjects, feemed 

to require the moft extreme feverity. But it mut, at the 

fame time, be acknowledged, that his fituation tended to 

throw an additional luftre on what was great and magna- 

nimous in his charaéter:; The emulation between the em- 

peror and the French king rendered his alliance, notwith- 
ftanding his impolitic condu€t, of great importance in 
Europe: The extenfive powers of his prerogative, and 

the fubmiffive, not to fay flavith, difpofition of ‘his par- 
liaments, made it the more eafy for him to affume and 
maintain that entire dominion, by which his reign is fo 

much diftinguifhed in the Englith hiftory. 

Ir may feem a little extraordinary, that, notwithftand- 
ing his cruelty, his extortion, his yiolence, his arbitrary 
adminiftration, this prince not only acquired the regard 
of his fubjects; but never was the object of their hatred : 
He feems even in fome degree to have pofleffed, to the 
Jaft, their love and affeGtion>, His exterior qualities 
were advantageous, and fit to captivate the multitude : 
His magnificence and perfonal bravery rendered him illuf- 
trious in vulgar eyes: And it may be faid, with truth, 
that the Englifh in that age were fo thoroughly fubdued, 
that, like eaftern flaves, they were inclined to admire 
thofe acts of violence and tyranny, which were exercifed 
over themfelves, and at their own expence. 

WiTH regard to foreign ftates, Henry appears long to 
have fupported an intercourfe of friendfhip with Francis, 
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more fincere and difinterefted than ufually takes place 
between neighbouring princes. - Their common jealoufy 
of the emperor Charles, and fome refemblance in their 
characters (though the comparifon fets the French mo- 
narch in a very fuperior and advantageous light), ferved 
as the cement of their mutual amity. Francis is faid to 
have been affected with the king’s death, and to have ex- 
prefled much regret for the lofs.. His own health began 
to decline: He. foretold, that he fhould not long fur- 
vive his friend ¢: And he died in about two months after 
him, 

THERE were ten parliaments fummoned ‘by. Henry 
VIII. and twenty-three feffions held. ‘The whole time, 
in which thefe parliaments fat during this long reigny ex- 
ceeded not three years and a half. . It amounted not toa 
twelvemonth during the firft twenty years... The innova- 
tions in religion obliged the king afterwards to call thefe 
aflemblies. more. frequently: , But though thefe were the 
moft important tran{actions that ever fell under the cog- 
nizance of parliament, their devoted fubmiffion to 
Henry’s will, added to their earneft defire of foon return- 
ing to their: country-feats, produced a quick difpatch of 
the bills, and made the feffions of fhort duration. All the 
lwing’s caprices were, indeed, blindly complied with, and 
no regard was paid to the fafety or liberty of the fubject. 
Befides the violent profecution of whatever he was pleafed 
to term herefy, the laws of treafon were multiplied be- 
yond all former precedent. Even words to the difparage- 


ment of the king, queen, or royal iflue, were fubjected 
to that penalty ;:and fo little care was taken in framing 
thefe rigorous ftatutes, that they. contain obvious.contra- 
dictions; infomuch,.that, had they been ftriétly exe- 
cuted, every man, without exception, muft have fallen 
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ufider the penalty of treafon. By one ftatute 4, for in- sh = 
ftance, it was declared treafon to aflert the validity of ~~) 
the king’s marriage, either with Catherine of Arragon, 1547+ 
or Anne Boleyn: By another*, it was treafon to fay 

any thing to the difparagement or flander of the prin- 

cefles, Mary and Elizabeth; and to call them fpurious 
would,ino doubt, have been conftrued to their flander. Nor 

would even a profound filence, with regard to thefe deli-: 
cate points, be able to fave a perfon ftom fuch penalties, 

For by the former ftatute, whoever refufed<to anfwer 

pon oath to any point contained in that act, was fub- 
jected to the pains of treafon. The king, 
needed only propofe to any one a queftion with regard 
to the legality of either of his firft marriages: If the 
perfon were filent, he was a traitor by law: If he anfwer- 


therefore, 


ed, either in the negative or in the affirmative, he was 
no lefs a traitor. So monftrous were the inconfiftencies, 
which arofe from the furious paflions of the king, and 
the flavifh fubmiffion of his parliaments. It is hard ‘to 
fay, whether thefe contradi€tions were owing to Henry’s 
precipitancy, or to a formed defign of tyranny. 

Ir may not be improper to recapitulate whatever is 
memorable in the ftatutes of this reign, whether with 
regard to government or commerce: Nothing can bet- 
ter fhow the genius of the age than fuch a review of 
the laws. 

Tue abolition of the ancient religion much contribut- 
ed to the regular execution of juftice. While the ca- 
tholic fuperftition fubfifted, there was no poflibility of 
punifhing any crime in the clergy: The church would 
not permit the magiftrate to try the offences of her mem- 
bers, and fhe could not herfelf infli&t any civil penalties 
upon.them. But Henry reftrained thefe pernicious im- 
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f petty treafon, murder, and felony, to all under 
the degree of afubdeacon *, But the former fuperftition 
not only protected crimes in the clergy: It exempted 
alfo the laity from punifhment, by affording them thel- 
ter in the churches and fanctuaries. ~The: parliament 
abridged thefe privileges. It was firft declared, that no 
fan&tuaries were allowed in cafes of high. treafon®; 
next, in thofe of murder, felony, rapes, burglary, and 
petty treafon*: And it limited them in: other parti- 
cularsi, The farther progrefs of the reformation re- 


moved all diftin@tion between the clergy and other fub- — 


jects ; and alfo abolifhed entirely the privileges of fanc- 
tuaries, Thefe confequences were implied in the ne- 
glect of the canon law. 

THe only expedient employed to fupport the military 
{fpirit during this age, was the reviving and extending of 
fome old laws, enacted for the encouragement of archery, 
on which the defence of the kingdam was fuppofed much 
to depend. Every man was ordered to have a bow *;: 
Butts were ordered to be erected in every parifh!: And 
every bowyer was ordered, for each bow of yew which he 
made, to make two of elm or wich, for the. fervice of 
the common people". ‘The ufe of crofs-bows and hand- 
guns was alfo prohibited", What rendered the Englith 
bowmen more formidable was, that they carried halberts 
with them, by which they were enabled, upon occafion, 
to engage in clofe fight with the enemy °,.. Frequent 
mufters or arrays were alfo made of the people, even 
during time of peace; and all men of fubftance were 
obliged to have a complete fait of armour or haynefs, as 
it was called, The martial fpirit of the Englifh, dure 
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fufficient for the defence of the nation; and as the king 
had then an abfolute power of commanding the fervice 7547 
of ‘all his fubjeéts, he could inftantly, in cafe of danger, 
appoint new officers, and levy regiments, and collect an 
army as numerous as he pleafed. "When no faction or 
divifion prevailed among the people, there was no foreign 
power that ever thought of invading England. ‘The 
city of London alone could mufter fifteen thowfand 
men’. Difcipline, however, was an advantage want- 
ing to thofe troops ; though the garrifon of Calais was a 
nurfery of officers; and Tournay firft', Boulogne after- 
wards, ferved to encreafe the number. Every one, who 
ferved’ abroad, was allowed to alienate his lands without 
paying any fees*. A general permiffion was granted, to 
difpofe of land by will. ‘The parliament was fo little 
jealous’ of its privileges (which indeed were, at that 
time, fcarcely worth preferving), that there is an inftance 
of one Strode, who, becaufe he had introduced into the 
lower houfe fome bill regarding tin, was feverely treated 
by the Stannery courts in Cornwal: Heavy fines were im- 
pofed on him; and upon his refufal to pay, he was thrown 
into a dungeon, loaded with irons, and ufed in fueh a 
manner as brought his life in danger: Yet all the no- 
tice which the parliament took. of this enormity, even 
in fuch a paultry court, was to enaét, that ho man could 
afterwards be queftioned for his conduct in parliament". 
This prohibition, however, muft be fuppofed to extend 
only to the inferior courts : For as to the king, and prt- 
vy-council, and ftar-chamber, they were fcarcely bound 


by any law. 
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Tuere is a bill of tonnage and poundage, which 


fhews what uncertain ideas the parliament had formed 
both of their cwn privileges and of the rights of the 
fovereign *. This duty had been voted to every king 
fince Henry 1V. during the termof his ewn life only: Yet 
Henry VIII,.hal been allowed to levy it.fix years, without 
any law ; and though there had been four parliaments 


aflembled during that time, no attention had been given 
either to grant it to him regularly, or reftrain him from 
levying it. Atlaft, the parliament refolved to give him 
that fupply ; tut even in this conceflion, they plainly 
fhow themfelves at a lofs to determine whether they 
grant it, or whether he has a right of himfelf to levy it, 
They fay, that the impofition was made to endure during 
the natural life of the late king, and no longer: They 
yet blame. the merchants who had not paid it to: the 
prefent king: They obferve, that the law for tonnage 
and poundage was expired; yet make no fcruple to call 
that impofition the king’s due: ‘They affirm, that he had 
fuftained great «znd manifold lofles by thofe who had de- 
frauded him of it; and to provide a remedy, they vote 
him that fupply during his life-time, and no longer, 
It is remarkable, that, notwithftanding this laft claufe, 
all this fucceflors, for more than a century, perfevered 
in the like irregular practice: If a practice may deferve 
that epithet, in which the whole nation acquicfced, and 
which gaye no offence. But when Charles I. attempted 
to continue in tie fame courfe, which had now received 
the fanction of many generations, fo much were the opi- 
nions of men altered, that a furious tempeft was excited 
by it; and hiftorians, partial or ignorant, ftill reprefent 
this meafure as a moft violent and unprecedented enor- 
mity in that untappy prince. 
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THe king was allowed to make laws for Wales, with- ph 
out confent of parliament*. It was forgotten, at oe 
with regard both to Wales and England, the limitation 1547. 
was abolifhed by the ftatute, which gave to the royal 
proclamations the force of laws. 

THE foreign commerce of England, ‘during this age, 
was moftly confined to the Netherlands, The inha- 
bitants of the Low-Countries bought the Englifh com- 
modities, and diftributed them into other parts of 
Europe. Hence the mutual dependance of thofe coun 
tries on each other ; and the great lofs fuflained by both, 
in cafe of arupture. During all the vatiations of po- 
litics, the fovereigns endeavoured to avoid coming to 


this extremity ; and though the king ufually bore a great= 
er friendfhip to Francis, the nation always.eaned towards 
the emperor. 

In 1528, hoftilities commenced between England and 
the Low-Countries ; and the inconvenience was foon felt 
on both fides. While the Flemings were aot allowed to 
purchafe cloth in England, the Englifh merchants could 
hot buy it from the clothiers, and the clothiers were ob- 
liged to difmifs their workmen, who began to be tumul- 
tuous for want of bread. The cardinal, to appeafe 
them, fent for the merchants, and ordered them to buy 
cloth as ufual: They told him, that they could not dif- 
pofe of it as ufual ; and notwith{tanding his menaces, he 
could get no other anfwer from them’. An agreement 
was at laft made to continue the commerce: between the 
ftates, even during war. 

Ir was not till the end of this reign thet any fallads, 
Carrots, turnips, or other ediblé rocts were produced in 
England. The little of thefe vegetables, that was ufed, 
was formerly imported from Holland an] Flanders @. 
Queen Catherine, when fhe wanted a fallad, was obliged 
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difpatch a meffenger thither on purpofe. The ufe of - 

and the planting of them, was introduced from 

Flanders about the beginning of this reign, or end of 
the preceding. 

ForriGn artificers, in general, much furpafied the 
Englifh in dexterity, induftry, and. frugality: . Hence 
the violent animofity, which the latter, on many occas 
fions, exprefled againft any of the former who were fet- 
tled in England. They had the aflurance to complain, 
that all their cuftomers went to foreign tradefmen5-and 
in the year 1517, being moved by the feditious fermons 
of one Dr. Bele, and the intrigues of Linceln, a broker, 
they raifed an infurrection. ‘The apprentices, and others 
of the poorer fort, in London, began by breaking open 
the prifons, where fome perfons were confined for infulting 
foreigners. They next proceeded to the houfe of Meu- 
tas, a Frenchman, much hated by them; where they 
committed great diforders ; killed fome. of his fervants ; 
and plundered his goods. ‘The mayor could not appeale 
them ; nor Sir Thomas More, late under fheriff, though 
much refpected in the city. They alfo threatened -car- 
dinal Wolfey with fome infult; and he thought it ne 
ceflary to fortify bis houfe, and put himfelf,on his ouard, 
‘Tired at laft with thefe diforders, they difperfed them- 
felves; and the earls of Shrewfbury and Surrey feized fome 
of them. A proclamation was iffued, that women fhould 
not meet together to babble and talk, and that all men 
fhould keep their wives in their houfes. Next day the 
duke of Norfolk came into the city, at the head of thir- 
teen hundred armed men, and made enquiry into the 
tumult. Bele and Lincoln, and feveral others, were fent 
to the Tower, and condemned for treafon. Lincoln 
and thirteen more were executed. The other ¢riminals, 
to the number of four hundred, were brought before the 
king, with ropes about their necks, ‘fell on their knees, 
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and cried for mercy. Henry knew at that time how 
to pardon; he difmifled them without farther punifh- 
ment 4, 

So. great was the ntimber of foreign artizans in the 
city, that at leaft fifteen thoufand Flemings. alone were 
atone time obliged to leave ity by-an- order of coun- 
cil, when Henry became jealous of their favour for gieen 
Catherine. Henry himfelf confeffes, in an edi& of the 
ftar-chamber, printed among the ftatutes; that the. fos 
reigners ftarved the natives; and obliged them from 
idlenefs to have recourfe to theft, murder, and other en- 
ermities*, He alfo aflerts, that the vait multitude of 
foreigners raifed the price of grain and bread 4,’ And,to 
prevent an-encreafe of the evil, all foreign artificers were 
prohibited from having above two foreigners in their 
houfe, either journeymen or apprentices. A like jealoufy 
arofe againft» the foreign merchants; and to appeafe 
it, a law was enacted obliging all denizens to pay the 
duties impofed upon aliens*. ‘The parliament had done 
better to have encouraged foreign merchants and ar 
tizans_ to come over in greater numbers to England 3 
which might have excited the emulation of the nativess 
and have improved their fkill. The prifoners in the 
kingdom, for debts and crimes, are aflerted in an act of 
parliament, to be fixty thoufand: perfons and above ‘ ; 
which is fearcely credible. Harrifon aflerts that 72,000 
criminals were executed during this reign for theft and 
robbery, which would amount nearly to 2000 a-year, 
He adds, that, in the latter end of Elizabeth’s reign, 
there were not punifhed capitally 400 ina year: It ap- 
pears, that, in all England; there are not at prefent fifty 
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executed for thofe crimes. If thefe facts be juft; there 


a Stowe, 505. Hollingfhed, 840. b Le Grand, vol. iii, p. 232. 
¢ 21 Hen. VIII. ad Ibid, ¢ 24 Hen, VUll, ¢, 8. 
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C H AP. has been a great improvement in morals fince the reign 


XXXII. 
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f Henry VIII. And this improvement has been chiefly 
owing to the encreafe of induftry and of the arts, which 
have given maintenance, and, what is almoft of equal 
importance, occupation, to the lower clafles. 

THERE is a remarkable claufein a ftatute pafled near 
the beginning of this reign ®, by which we might be 
induced to believe, that England was extremely decayed 
from the flourifhing condition, which it had attained in 
preceding times. It had been enacted in the reign of 
Edward IJ. that no magiftrate intown or borough, who 
by his office ought to keep affize, fhould, during the con- 
tinuance of his magiftracy, fell, either in wholefale or 
retail, any wine or victuals. This law feemed equit- 
able, in order to prevent fraud or private views in fixing 
the afize: Yet the law is repealed in this reign. The 
reafon affigned is, that ° fince the making of that ftatute 
‘¢ and ordinance, many and the moft part of all the ci- 
“¢ ties, boroughs, and towns corporate, within the realm 
<¢ of England, are fallen in ruin and decay, and are 
‘© not inhabited by merchants, and men of fuch fub- 
‘6 ftance as at the time of making that ftatute: For at 
‘¢ this day, the dwellers and inhabitants of the fame 
“¢ cities and boroughs are commonly bakers, vintners, 
<< fifhmongers, and other victualers, and there remain 
“¢ few others to bear the offices’ Men have fuch a 
propenfity to exalt paft times above the prefent, that it 
feems dangerous to’credit this reafoning of the parliae 
ment, without farther evidence to fupport it. So differ- 
ent are the views in which the fame object appears, that 
fome may be inclined to draw an oppofite inference from 
this fact. A more regular police was eftablifhed in the 
reign of Henry VIII. than in eny former period, and 
a ftricter adminiftration of juftice; an advantage which 


$ 3 Hen, VIII, c. 8. 
induced 


HB INR So Viet. 277 


induced the men of linded property to leave the provin- eS 
cial towns, and to reire into the country. Cardinal “7, 
Wolfey, in a fpeech to parliament, reprefented it asa 3547. 
proof of the encreafe of riches, that the cuftoms had en- 
creafed beyond what tiey were formerly », 

Bur if there were really a decay ef commerce, and 
induftry, and populovfnefs in England, the ftatutes of 
this reign, except by abolifhing monafteries, and re- 
trenching holidays, crcumftances of confiderable mo- 
ment, were not in other refpeéts weil calculated to re- 
medy the evil. The fixing of the wages of artificers 
was attempted‘: Luxiry in apparel was prohibited, by 
repeated ftatutes*; ard probably without effect. The 


chancellor and other minifters were empowered to fix 
the price of poultry, cheefe, and butter’, A ftatute 
was even pafled to fixthe price of beef, pork, mutton, 
and yeal™. Beef and pork were ordered to be fold at 
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a halfpenny a pound: Mutton and veal at a halfpenny 
half a farthing, money of that age. The preamble of 
the ftatute fays, that tlefe four fpecies of butcher’s meat 
were the food of the poorer fort. This aét was after- 
wards repealed ", 

THE practice of depopulating the country, by aban- 
doning tillage, and throwing the lands into pafturage, ftill 
continued®; as appeas by the new laws which were, 
from time to time, ented againft that practice. The 
king was entitled to haf the rents of the land, where any 
farm houfes were allow:d to fall todecay, The unfkil- 
ful hufbandry was prolably the caufe why the proprietors 
found no profit in tillage. The number of fheep allowed 
to be kept in one flock, was reftrained to two thoufand 9, 
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Sometimes, fays the ftatute, one proprietor or farmer 


u——. would keep a flock of twenty-four thoufand. It is re- 
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markable, that the parliament afcribes the encreafing 
price of mutton, to this encreafe of fheep: Becaufe, fay 
they, the commodity being gotten into few hands, the 
price of it is raifed at pleafure 9. It is more probable, 
that the effet proceeded from the daily encreafe of 
money: For it feems almoft impoffible, that fuch a com- 
modity could be engrofled. : 

In the year 1544, it appears that an acre of good land 
in Cambridgethire was let at a fhilling, or about fifteen- 
pence of our prefent money *. This is ten times cheaper 
than the ufual rent at prefent. But commodities were 
not aboye four times cheaper: A prefumption of the bad 
hufbandry in that age. 

Some laws were made with regard to beggars and va- 
grants * ; one of the circumftances in government, which 
humanity would moft powerfully recommend to a bene- 
volent legiflator ; which feems, at firft fight, the moft 
eafily adjufted ; and which is yet the moft difficult to 
fettle in fuch a manner, as to attain the end without de- 
ftroying induftry. “T’be convents formerly were a fupport 
to the poor; but at the fame time tended to encourage 
idlenefs and beggary. ne 

In ‘1546, a law was made for fixing the intereft of 
money at Io per cent. 5 the firft legal intereft known in 
England, Formerly, all loans of that nature were regarded 
as ufurious. The preamble of this-very law treats the in- 
tereft of money as illegal and criminal: And the preju- 
dices {till remained fo ‘ftrong, that the law, permitting 
intereft, was repealed in the following reign. ~ . 

T nis reign, as well as many. of the foregoing and even 


fubfequent reigns, abounds with monopolizing laws, con- 
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fining particular manufactures to particular towns, or ex- [2 HAP. 
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cluding the open country in generalt. There remain cy 


il] too many traces of fimilar abfurdities. In the fubfe- 
quent reign, the corporations, which had been opened by 
a former law, and obliged to admit tradefmen of different 
kinds, were again fhut up by act of parliament; and every 
one was prohibited from exercifing any trade, who was 
not of the corporation ". 

Henry, ashe poflefled, himfelf, fome talent for let- 
ters, was an encourager of them in others, He founded 
Trinity college in Cambridge, and gave it ample endow- 
ments. Wolfey founded Chrift Church in Oxford, and 
Intended to call it Cardinal college: But upon his fall, 
which happened before he had entirely finifhed his fcheme, 
the king feized all the revenues; and this violence, 
above all the other misfortunes of that minifter, is faid to 
have ‘given him the greateft concern”, But Henry af- 
terwards reftored the revenues of the college, and only 
changed thename. ‘The cardinal founded in Oxford the 
firft chair for teaching Greek ; and this novelty rent that 
univerfity into violent factions, which frequently came 
to blows. The ftudents divided. themfelves into parties, 
which bore the names of Greeks and Trojans, and fome- 
times fought with as great animofity as was formerly ex- 
ercifed by thofe hoftile nations, A new and more correct 
method of pronouncing Greek being introduced, it alfo 
divided the Grecians themfelves into parties ; and it was 
remarked, that the catholics favoured the former pro- 
nunciation, the proteftants gave countenance to the new. 
Gardiner employed the authority of the king and council 
to fupprefs innovations in this particular, and to preferve 
the corrupt found of the Greek alphabet. So little li- 
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See ety was then allowed of any kind! The penalties, in. 
wu flited upon the new pronunciation were no lefs than 
1547 whipping, degradation, and expulfion; and the bifhop 
declared, that rather than permit-the liberty of innovating 
in the pronunciation of the Greek alphabet, it were better 
that the language itfelf were totally banifhed the univer= 
fities. The introdudtion of the Greek language into 
Oxford, excited the emulation of Cambridge*. Wolfey 
intended to have enriched the library of his college at 
Oxford, with copies of all the manufcripts that were in 
the Vatican’. The countenance given to letters by 
this king and his minifters, contributed to render learn- 
ing fafhionable in England: Erafmus fpeaks with great 
fatisfaction of the general regard paid by the nobility 
and gentry to men of knowledge. It is needlefs to 
be particular in mentioning the writers of this reign, or 
of the preceding. ‘There is no man of that age, who has 
the leaft pretenfion to be ranked among our claffics. Sir 
‘Thomas More, though he wrote in Latin, feems to come 

the neareft to the character of a claffical author. 


* Wood's Hift. & Antiq. Oxon, lib, i. p. 245. ¥ Ibid, 249, 
2 Epift. ad Banifium, Alfo epift, p, 368. 
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State of the regency Innovations in the regency 
—Hertford protefior—-Reformation completed-— 
Gardiner’s oppofition Foreign affairs —— Pro- 
gre/s of the reformation in Scotland Afjaffiination 
of cardinal Beaton Conduét of the war with 
Scotland Battle of Pinkey A parliament 

Farther progres of the reformation—— Af- 

fairs of Scotland ——Young queen of Scots fent into 

France Cabals of lord Seymour Dudley earl 

of Warwic A parliament Attainder of lord 

Seymour —— His execution——Ecclefiaflical af- 

fairs. 
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\HE late king, by the regulations, which he im-¢ q a Pp, 
T pofed on the government of his infant fon, as X*X1V- 
well as by the limitations of the fucceffion, had projected — , .44, 
to reign even after his deceafe; and he imagined, that aa 
his minifters, who had always been fo obfequious to him 
during his life-time, would never afterwards depart from 
the plan, which he had traced out to them. He fixed the 
majority of the prince at the completion of his eighteenth 
year ; and as Edward was then only a few months paft 
nine, he appointed fixteen executors; to whom, during 
the minority, he entrufted the government of the king 
and kingdom. ‘Their names were, Cranmer, archbifhop 
of Canterbury; lord Wriothefely, chancellor ; lord St. 

5 John, 
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© a, ON, great matter; lord Ruflel, privy feal; the earl of 
Kum Hertford, chamberlain; vifcount Lifle, admiral; Ton- 
3547 = tal, bifhop of Durham ; Sir Anthony Brown, mafter of 
horfe; Sir William Paget, fecretary of ftate; Sir Edward 
North, chancellor of the court of augmentations; Sir 
Edward Montague, chief juftice of the common pleas; 
judge Bromley, Sir Anthony Denny, and Sir William 
Herbert, chief gentlemen of the privy chamber ; Sir Ed- 
ward Wotton, treafurer of Calais; Dr. Wotton, dean of 
Canterbury. To thefe executors, with whom was en- 
trufted the whole regal authority, were appointed twelve 
counfellors, who poflefled. no immediate power, and 
could only affift with their, advice, when any affair was 
Jaid before them. The council was compofed of the 
earls of Arundel and Effex; Sir Thomas Cheyney, trea- 
furer of the houfehold; Sir John Gage, comptroller; Sir 
Anthony Wingfield, vice-chamberlain; Sir William Pe- 
tre, fecretary of ftate; Sir Richard Rich, Sir John Baker, 
Sir Ralph Sadler, Sir Thomas Seymour, Sir Richard 
Southwel, and Sir Edmund Peckham’. The ufual’ca- 
price of Henry appears fomewhat in this nomination ; 
while he appointed feveral perfons of inferior ftation 
among his executors, and gave only the place of, coun- 
fellor to a perfon of fuch high rank as the earl of Arundel, 

and to Sir Thomas Seymour the king’s uncle, 
Fanovations _ Bur the firft a& of the executors and counfellors.was 
aa, "to depart from the deftination of the late king in a mate» 
rial article. No fooner were they met, than it was fug- 
gefted, that the government would lofe its dignity, for 
want of fome head, who might reprefent the royal ma- 
jefty, who might receive addrefles from foreign ambafla- 
dors, to whom difpatches from Englith minifters abroad 
might be carried, and whofe name, might be employed in 
all orders and proclamations: And as the king’s will 
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feemed to labour under a defeé& in this particular, it was C HA P- 


< : ; ; XXXIV, 
deemed neceflary to fupply it, by chufing a prote€tor ; —.-—9 


who, though he fhould poffefs ail the exterior fymbols of 1547 
royal dignity, fhould yet be bound, in every a& of power, 
to follow the opinion of the executors >. This propofal 
was very difagreeable to chancellor Wriothefely. That 
magiftrate, a man of {an active fpirit and high ambition, 
found himfelf, by his office, entitled to the firft rank in 
the regency after the primate ; and as he knew, that this 
prelate had no talent or inclination for flate affairs, he 
hoped, that the direction of public bufinefs would of 
courfe devolve in a great meafure upon himfelf. He op- 
pofed, therefore, the propofal of chufing a proteétor ; and 
reprefented that innovation as an infringement of the late 
king’s will, which, being corroborated by act of parlia- 
ment, ought in every thing to be a law to them, and 


could not be altered but by the fame authority, which 
had eftablifhed it. But he feems to have ftood alone in 
the oppofition. The executors and counfellors were 
moftly courtiers, who had been raifed by Henry’s favour, 
not men of high birth or great hereditary influence ; and 
as they had been fufficiently accuftomed to fubmiffion 
during the reign of the late monarch, and had no: pre- 
tenfions to govern the nation by their own authority, 
they acquiefced the more willingly in.a propofal, which 
feemed calculated for preferving public peace and tran- 
quillity... It being therefore agreed to name a protector, 
the choice fell of courfe on the earl of Hertford, who, as prertfora 
he was the king’s maternal uncle, was ftrongly-interefted Proteor 
in his fafety; and poflefling no claims to inherit the 
crown, could never have any feparate intereft, which 
might lead him to endanger Edward’s perfon or his au- 
thority *, The public was informed by proclamation of 
this change in the adminiftration ; and difpatches were 
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a We fent to all foreign courts to give them intimation of it, 
All thofe who were poflefled of any office refigned their 
3547 former commiffions, and accepted new ones in the name 
of the young king. The bifhops themfelves were con- 
ftrained to make a like fubmiffion. Care was taken to 
infert in their new commiffions, that they held their of. 
fice during pleafure4: And it is there exprefsly affirmed, 
that all manner of authority and jurifdiGion, as well 
ecclefiaftical as civil, is originally derived from the 
crown °, 

THE executors, in their next meafure, fhowed a more : 
fubmiffive deference to Henry’s will; becaufe many of : 
them found their account in it.. The late king had in- 
tended, before his death, to make a new creation of no- 
bility, in order to fupply the place of thofe peerages, which 
had fallen by former attainders, or the failure of iflue; 
and that he might enable the new peers to fupport their 
dignity, he had refolved, either to beftow eftates on them, 
or advance them to higher offices. He had even gone fo 
far as to inform them of this refolution ; and in his will, 
he charged his executors to make good all his promifes ‘, 
That they might afcertain his intentions in the moft 
authentic manner, Sir William Paget, Sir Anthony Den- 
ny, and Sir William Herbert, with whom Henry had al- 
ways converfed in a familiar manner, were called before 
the board of regency ; and having given evidence of what 
they knew concerning the king’s promifes, their tefti- 
mony was relied on, and the executors proceeded to the 
fulfilling of thefe engagements. Hertford was created 

17th Feb, Guke of Somerfet, marfchal and lord treafurer; Wrio- 
thefely, earl ‘of Southampton; the earl of Effex, mar- 
quefs of Northampton; vifcount Lifle, earl of Warwic ; 
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Sir Thomas Seymour, lord Seymour of Sudley, and ad- C HA P, 
miral ; Sir Richard Rich, Sit William Willoughby, Sir ***'¥-, 


Edward Sheffield accepted the title of baron’. Several 
to whom the fame dignity was offered, refufed it; be- 
caufe the other part of the king’s promife, the beftowing 
of eftates on thefe new noblemen, was deferred till a 
more convenient opportunity. Some of them, however, 
as alfo Somerfet the protector, were, in the mean time, 
endowed with fpiritual preferments, deaneries and pre- 
bends. For among many other invafions of ecclefiaftical 
privileges and property, this irregular praétice, of be- 
ftowing fpiritual benefices on laymen, began now to 
- prevail, 

The earl of Southampton had always been engaged 
in an oppofite party to Somerfet ; and it was not likely 
that factions, which had fecretly prevailed, even during 
the arbitrary reign of Henry, fhould be fuppreffed in the 
weak adminiftration, that ufually attends a minority. 
The former ‘nobleman, that he might have the greater lei- 
fure for attending to public bufinefs, had, of himfelf and 
from his own authority, put the great feal in commiffion, 
and had empowered four lawyers, Southwell, Tregonel, 
Oliver, and Bellafis, to execute in his abfence the office 
of chancellor. This meafure feemed very exceptionable ; 
and the more fo, as, two of the commiffioners. being ca- 
nonifts, the lawyers fufpected, that, by this nomination, 
the chancellor had intended to difcredit the common law. 
Complaints were made to the council; who, influenced 
by the protector, gladly laid hold of the opportunity to 
deprefs Southampton. They confulted the judges with 
regard to fo unufual a cafe, and received for an{wer, that 
the commiffion was illegal, and that the chancellor, by 
his prefumption in granting it, had juftly forfeited the 
great feal, and was even liable to punifhment. The 
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council fummoned him to appear before them. He main 


u— tained, that he held his office by the late king’s will, 


1547 


zz March, 


founded on an aé of parliament, and could not lofe it 
without a trial in parliament; that if. the commiffion, — 
which he had granted, were found illegal, it might be 
cancelled, and all the ill confequences of it be eafily re- 
medied; and that the depriving him of his office for an 
error of this nature, was a precedent by which any other 
innovation might be authorized. But the council, not« 
withftanding thefe topics of defence, declared that he had 
forfeited the great feal; that a fine fhould’ be impofed up- 
on him; and that he fhould be confined to his own houfe - 
during pleafure *, 

THE removal of Southampton encreafed the proteétor’s 
authority, as well as tended to fupprefs faction in the re< 
gency; yet was not Somerfet contented with this advan- 
tage: His ambition carried him to feek ftill farther acqui- 
fitions. On pretence, that the vote of the executors, 
choofing him protector, was not a fufficient foundation 
for his authority, he procured a patent from the young 
king, by which he entirely overturned the will of Harry 
VIII. produced a‘total revolution in the government, and 
may feem even to have fubverted all the laws of the king- 
dom. He named himfelf proteétor with full regal power, 
and appointed a council, confifting of all the former. 
counfellors, and all the executors, except Southampton: 
He referved a power of naming any other counfellors at 
pleafure: And he was bound to confult with fuch only 
as he thought proper. The protector and his council 

‘were likewife empowered to aét at difcretion, and to ex- 
ecute whatever they deemed for the public fervice, with- 
out incurring any penalty or forfeiture from any law; 
ftatute, proclamation, or ordinance whatfoever *. Even 
had this patent been more moderate in its conceflions, 
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and had it been drawn by dire€tion, from the executors C HA P. 
appointed by Henry, its legality might juftly be quef- aE 
tioned; fince it feems efiential to a truft of this natureto 1547» 
be exercifed by the perfons entrufted, and not’ to admit of 

a delegation to others: But as the patent, by its very te- 

nor, where the executors are not fo much as mentioned, 

appears to have been {urreptitioufly obtained from a minor 

King, the protectorfhip of Somerfet was a plain ufurpa- 

tion, which it is impoffible by any arguments to juttify. 

The connivance, however, of the executors, and their 

prefent acquiefcence in the new eftablifhment, made it be 
univerfally fubmitted to; and as the young king difco- 

vered an extreme attachment to his uncle, who was alfo 

in the main a man of moderation and probity, no objec= 

tions were made to his power and title. All men of 

fenfe, likewife, who faw the nation divided by the reli- 

gious Zeal of the oppofite fects, deemed it the more ne- 
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ceflary to entruft the government to one perfon, who 


might check the exorbitancies of faction, and enfure the 
public tranquillity. And though fome claufes of the pa- 
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tent {eemed to imply a formal fubverfion of all limited 


government, fo little jealoufy was then ufually entertained 
on that head, that no exception was ever taken at bare 
claims or pretenfions of this nature, advanced by any 


arena 


perfon poflefled of fovereign power. The actual exercife 
alone of arbitrary adminiftration, and that in many and 
great and flagrant and unpopular inftances, was able fome- 
times to give fome umbrage to the nation. 

Tue extenfive authority and imperious character of Reforma- 
Henry had retained the partizans of both religions in fub- cb ipe 
jection ; but upon his demife, the hopes of the proteftants 
and the fears of the catholics began to revive, and the 
zeal of thefe parties produced every where difputes and 
animofities, the ufual: preludes to more fatal divifions. 

The proteétor had long been regarded as a fecret parti- 
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c H A P. gan of the reformers ; and being now freed from reftraint, 
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he fcrupled not to difcover his intention of correting all 


abufes in the ancient religion, and of adopting ftill more 
of the proteftant innovations, He took care, that all per- 
fons, entrufted with) the king’s education, fhould be at- 
tached to the fame principles; and as the young prince 
difcovered a zeal for every kind of literature, efpecially the 
theological, far beyond his tender years, all men forefaw, 
in the courfe of his reign, the total abolition of the catholic 
faith in England ; and they early began to declare them- 
felves in favour of thofe tenets, which were likely to become 
in the end. entirely prevalent. After Southampton’s fall; 
few members of the council feemed to retain any attach 
ment to the Romifh communion; and moft of the coun- 
fellors appeared-even fanguine in forwarding the progrefs 
of the reformation. The riches, which moft of them had 
acquired from the fpoils of the clergy, induced them to 
widen the breach between England and Rome; and by 
eftablifhing a contrariety of fpeculative tenets, as well as 
of difcipline and worfhip, to render a coalition with the 
mother church altogether impracticable *. Their rapa- 
city alfo, the chief fource of their reforming {pirit, was 
excited by the profpect of pillaging the fecular, as they 
had already done the regular clergy ; and they knew, that, 
while any fhare of the old principles remained, or any 
regard to the ecclefiaftics, they could never hope to fuc- 
ceed in that enterprize. 

.TuHe numerous and burthenfome fuperftitions, with 
which the Romifh church was loaded, had thrown many 
of the reformers, by the fpirit of oppofition, into an en= 
thufiaftic ftrain of devotion; and all rites, ceremonies, 
pomp, order, and exterior obfervances were zealoufly 


profcribed by them, as hindrances to their fpiritual con- 
templations, and obftructions to their immediate conyerfe: 
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with heaven. Many circumftances concurred to inflame C HA P. 
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this daring fpirit; the novelty itfelf of their do€trines, oy 


the triumph of making profelytes, the furious perfecu- 
tions to which they were expofed, their animofity againft 
the ancient tenets and practices, and the neceffity of pro- 
curing the concurrence of the laity, by depreffiing the 
hierarchy, and by tendering to them the plunder of the 
ecclefiaftics, Wherever the reformation prevailed over the 
oppofition of civil authority, this genius of religion ap- 
peared in its full extent, and was attended with confe- 
quences, which, though lefs durable, were, for fome time, 
not lefs dangerous than thofe which were connected with 
the ancient fuperftition. But as the magiftrate took the 
lead in England, the tranfition was more gradual ; much 
of the ancient religion was ftill preferved ; and a reafon- 
able degree of fubordination was retained in difcipline, 
as well as fome pomp, order, and ceremony in public 
worthip. 

Tue protector, in his fchemes for advancing the re- 
formation, had always recourfe to the counfels of Cran- 
mer, who, being a man of moderation and prudence, was 
averfe to al] violent changes, and determined to bring 
over the people by infenfible innovations, to that fyfem 
of doctrine and difcipline, which he deemed the moft 
pure and perfect. He probably alfo forefaw, that a fyf- 
tem, which carefully avoided the extremes of reformation, 
was likely to be moft lafting ; and that a devotion, merely 
fpiritual, was fitted only for the firft feryours of a new 
fect, and upon the relaxation of thefe naturally gave 
place to the inroads of fuperftition. He feems therefore 
to have intended the eftablifhment of a hierarchy, which, 
being fuited to a great and fettled government, might 
ftand as a perpetual barrier againft Rome, and might re- 
tain the reverence of the people, even after their enthu- 
fiaftic zeal was diminithed or entirely evaporated, 
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Tue perfon, who oppofed, with greateft authority, 
any farther advances towards reformation, was Gardiner, 
bifhop of Winchefter ; who, though he had not obtained 
4 place in the council of regency, on account of late dif- 
gufts, which he had given to Henry, was entitled, by his 
age, experience, and capacity, to the higheft truft and 
confidence of his party. This prelate ftill continued to 
nagnify the great wifdom and learning of the late king, 
which, indeed, were generally and fincerely revered by 
the nation; and he infifted on the prudence of perfever~ 
ine, at leaft till the young king’s majority, in the eccle- 
fiaftical model, eftablifhed by that great momreh. He 
defended the ufe of images, which were now openly at- 
tacked by the proteftants; and he reprefentec them as 
fervicedble in maintaining a fenfe of religion among the 
illiterate multitude !. Heeven deigned to write an apo- 
logy for holy water, which bifhop Ridley had decried in 
a fermon; and he maintained, that, by the power of the 
Almighty, it might be rendered an inftrumen: of doing 
good ; as much as the fhadow of St. Peter, the hem of 
Chrift’s garment, or the fpittle and clay laid upon the 
eyes of the blind”. Above all, he infifted, that the 
laws ought to be obferved, that the conftitution ought to 
be preferved inviolate, and that it was dangerous to fol- 
low the will of the foveréign, in oppofition t» an act of 
parliament’. 

Bur though there remained at that time in England 
an idea of laws and a conftitution, fufficientat leaft to 
furnifh a topic of argument to fuch as were difcontented 
with any immediate exercife of authority; this plea 
could fcarcely, in the prefent cafe, be maintained with 
any plaufibility by Gardiner. An a& of parliament had 
invefted the crown with a legiflative power ; and royal 
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proclamations, even during a minority, were armed with CH A P. 
the fore: of laws. The protector, finding himfelf fup- (0 


ported by this ftatute, was determined to employ his au- 
thority n favour of the reformers ; and having fufpended, 
during she interval, the jurifdiction of the bifhops, he 
appointed a general vifitation to be made in all the dio- 
cefes of England°, The vifitors confifted of a mixture 
of clergy and Jaity, and had fix circuits affigned them, 
The chef purport ef their inftru@tions was,. befides cor- 
recting immoralities and irregularities in the clergy, to 
abolifh the ancient fuperftitions, and to bring the dif- 
cipline ind worfhip fomewhat nearer the practice of the 
reformed churches, ‘The moderation of Somerfet and 
Cranme is apparent in the condu& of this delicate affair. 
The viftors were enjoined to retain for the prefent all 
images which had not been abufed to idolatry; and to 
inftructthe people not to defpife fuch ceremonies as were. 
not yetabrogated, but only to beware of fome particular 
fuperftiions, fuch as the fprinkling of their beds with 
holy water, and the ringing of bells, or ufing of confe- 
crated candles, in order to drive away the devil ?. 

Bur nothing required more the correcting hand of au- 
thority, than the abufe of preaching, which was now 
generally employed, throughout England, in defending 
¢he ancent practices and fuperftitions, The court of 
augmeniation, in order to eafe the exchequer of the an- 
nuities paid to monks, had commonly placed them in the 
vacant churches; and thefe men were led by intereft, as 
well as >y inclination, to fupport thofe principles, which 
had bee1 invented for the profit of the clergy. Orders 
therefor: were given to reftrain the topics of their fer- 
mons ; Twelve homilies were publifhed, which they were 
enjoined to read to the people: And all of them were pro 
hibited, without exprefs permiffion, from preaching any 
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where butin their parifh churches. ‘The purpofe of this 


injunctior was to throw a reftraint on the catholic di- 
oeanamen eae 
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vines; wiile the proteftant, by the grant of particular 
licences, fhould be allowed unbounded liberty. 

Bonnirm made fome oppofition to thefe meafures; but 
foon afterretracted and acquiefced. Gardiner was more 
high fpirted and more fteady. He reprefented the peril 
of perpettal innovations, and the neceffity of adhering to 
fame fyfiim. ‘ *Tis a dangerous thing,” faid he, ** to 
*¢ ufe toc much freedom, in refearches of this. kind. If 
‘* you cit the old canal, the water is apt to run farther 
“ than you haveamind to. If you indulge the humour 
““ of novelty, you cannot puta ftop to people’s demands, 
“* nor govern their indifcretions at pleafure. For my 
‘¢ part,” faid he, on another occafion, “* my fole con- 
“< cern ito manage the third and laft act of my life with 
“¢ decenty, and to make a handfome exit off the flage. 
*¢ Proviced this point is fecured, [.am not folicitous about 
“© the ret. Iam already by nature condemned to death: 
*¢ No mincan give mea pardon from this fentence ; nor 
fo muth as procure me a reprieve. To {peak my mind, 
and tc at as my confcience directs, are two branches 
of liberty, which I-can never part with. Sincerity in 
fpeech, and integrity in action, are entertaining qua- 
lities: They will ftick by a man, when every thing 
elfe'taces its leave ; and I muft not refign them upon 
any confideration. The beft on it as, if 1 do not 
throwthem away myfelf, no man can force them from 
me: dutuf J givethem up, then am I ruined by my- 


elf, ad -deferve to lofe all amy preferments4.” This 
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oppolito: of Gardiner drew on him the indignation of 


the countil ; and he was fent to the Fleet, where he was 
ufed with fome feveritys 
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againft the new homilies, was that they deined, with 
the moft metaphyfical precifion, the doétrines of grace, 
and of juftification by faith; points, he thought, which 
it was fuperfluous for any man to know eactly, and 
which certainly much exceeded the compreherfion, of the 
vulgar. A famous martyrologift calls Gardirer, on ac- 
count of this opinion, ** An infenfible afs, amd one that 
*¢ had no feeling of God’s fpirit in the matter of juftifica- 
<* tion '.” The meaneit proteftant imagined althat time, 
that he had a full comprehenfion of all thofemyfterious 
doctrines ; and. he heartily defpifed the moft l:arned and 
knowing perfon of the ancient religion, whe acknow- 
ledged his ignorance with regard to them. It is indeed 
certain, that the reformers were very fortunite in their 
doctrine of juftification, and might venture tc forctel its 
fuccefs, in oppofition to all the ceremonies, fiows, and 
fuperftitions of popery. By exalting Chrift ard his fuf- 
ferings, and renouncing all claim to independent merit in 
ourfelves, it was calculated to become popular, and coin- 
cided with thofe principles of panegyric and of felf-abafe- 
ment, which generally have place in religion. 

‘TonsTAaL, bifhop of Durham, having, as well as Gare 
diner, made fome oppofition to the new regulaions, was 
difmiffed the council; but no farther feverity was, for 
the prefent, exercifed againft him. He was a man of 
great moderation, and of the moft unexceptioiable cha- 
racter in the kingdom. 
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Tue fame religious zeal, which engaged Somerfet to Foreign 


promote the reformation at home, led him to carry his 
attention to foreign countries ; where the interfts of the 
proteftants were now expofed to the moft imminent dan 
ger. The Roman pontiff, with much relucance and 
after'lone delays, had at Jaft fummoned a gereral coun- 
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CHAP, cil, which was aflembled at Trent, and was employed, 
ae , both in correcting the abufes of the church, and in afcer- 
1547. taining her do@trines. “The emperor, who defired to re~ 
prefs the power of the court of Rome, as well as gain 
over the proteftants, promoted the former object of the 
council; the pope, who found his own greatnefs fo deeply 
interefted, defired rather to employ them in the latter. 
He gave inftructions to his legates, who prefided in the 
council, to protraét the debates, and to engage the theo- 
Jogians in argument, and altercation, and difpute con- 
cerning the nice points of faith, canvafied before them : 
A policy, fo eafy to be executed, that the legates foon 
found it rather neceflary to interpofe, in order to appeafe 
‘the animofity of the divines, and bring them at laft to 
fome decifion *. The more difficult tafk for the legates 
was to moderate or divert the zeal of the council for re~ 
formation, and to reprefs the ambition of the prelates, 
who defired to exalt the epifcopal authority on the ruins 
of the fovereign pontiff. Finding this humour become 
prevalent, the legates, on pretence that the plague had 
broken out at Trent, transferred of a fudden the council 
to Bologna, where, they hoped, it would be more under 
the direction of his holinefs. 

THE emperor, no lefs than the pope, had learned to 
make religion fubfervient to his ambition and policy. He 
was refolved to employ the imputation of herefy as a pre- 
tence for fubduing the proteftant princes, and oppreffing 
the liberties of Germany ; but found it neceflary to cover 
his intentions under deep artifice, and to prevent the 
combination of his adverfaries. He feparated the Pala- 
tine and the elector of Brandenburgh from the proteftant 
confederacy: He took arms againft the elector of Saxony, 
and the landgrave of Heffe: By the fortune of war, he 


made the former prifoner: He employed treachery and 
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prevarication againft the latter, and detained him captive, a 
by breaking a fafe-condu&t which he had granted him. chee 
He feemed to have reached the fummit of his ambition; 1547+ 
and the German princes, who were aftonifhed with his 
fuccefs, were farther difeouraged by the intelligence, © 
which they had received, of the death, firft of Henry 
VIII. then of Francis I. their ufual refources in every 
calamity *. 

Hewry II. who fucceeded to the crown of France, 
was a prince of vigour and abilities; but lefs hafty in 


his refolutions than Francis, and lefs enflamed with ri- 
valfhip and animofity againft the emperor Charles, 
Though he fent ambafladors to the princes of the Smal- 
‘caldic League, and promifed them protection, he was 
unwilling, in the commencement of his reign, to hurry 


<a = 


into a war with fo great a power as that of the emperor ; 
and he thought that the alliance of thofe princes was a 


fure refource, which he could at any time lay hold of *. 
He was much governed by the duke of Guife and the 
cardinal of Lorraine; and he hearkened to their counfel, 
in chufing rather to give immediate affiftance to Scotland, 
his ancient ally, which, even before the death of Henry 
VIII. had loudly claimed the protection of the French 
monarchy. 

Tue hatred between the two factions, the partizans Progrefe of 
of the ancient and thofe of the new religion, became pars 
every day more violent in Scotland; and the refolution, Scotland, 
which the cardinal primate had taken, to employ the 
mott rigorous. punifhments againft the reformers, brought 
matters toa quick decifion. There was one Withart, a 
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gentleman by birth, who employed himfelf with great 
zeal in preaching againft the ancient fuperftitions, and 
began to give alarm to the clergy, who were juilly terrified 
with the danger of fome fatal revolution imrreligion. “This 
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C H AP. man was celebrated for the purity of his morals, and for 
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ww, his extenfive learning : But thefe praifes cannot be much 
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depended on; becaufe, we know, that, among the re- 
formers, feverity of manners fupplied the place of many 
virtues; and the age was in general fo ignorant, that 
moft of the priefts in Scotland imagined the New Tefta- 
ment to be a compofition of Luther’s, and afferted that 
the Old alone was the word of God. But however, 
the cafe may have ftood with regard to thofe eftimable 
qualities afcribed to Wifhart, he was ftrongly poflefled 
with the defire of innovation; and he enjoyed thofe ta- 
lents, which qualified him for becoming a popular 
preacher, and for feizing the attention and affections of 
the multitude. The magiftrates of Dundee, where he, 
exercifed his miffion, were alarmed with his progrefs; 
and being unable or unwilling to treat him with rigour, 
they contented themfelves with denying him the liberty 
of preaching, and with difmiffing him the bounds. of 
their jurifdi€tion. Wifhart, moved with. indignation, 
that they had dared to reje& him, together with the 
word of God, 
prophets, with fome imminent calamity; and he with- 
drew to the weft country, where be daily encreafed the 
number of his profelytes. Meanwhile, a plague broke out 
in Dundee; and all men exclaimed, that the town had 
drawn down the vengeance of Heaven by banifhing the 
pious preacher, and that the peftilence would never ceafe, 


menaced them, in imitation of the ancient 


till they had made him atonement for their offence againtt 
No fooner did Wifhart hear of this change in 
their difpofition, than he returned to them, and made 
them a new tender of his doctrine: But left he fhould 
fpread the contagion by bringing multitudes together, 
he erected his pulpit on the top of a gate: The infected 
ftood within; the others without. And the’ preacher 


him. 
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failed not, in fuch a fituation, to take advantage of the HA P. 

immediate terrors of the people, and to enforce his eyan- Re 

gelical miffion *, 1547s 
THE affiduity and fuccefs of Wifhart became an ob- 

je&t of attention to cardinal Beaton; and he refolved, by 

the punifhment of fo celebrated a preacher, to ftrike a 

terror into all other innovators, He engaged the earl 

of Bothwel to arreft him; and to deliver him into his 

hands, contrary to a promife given by Bothwel to that 

unhappy man: And being poflefled of his prey, he con- 

ducted him to St. Andrew’s, where, aiter a trial, he con- 

demned him to the flames for herefy. Arran, the go- 

vernor, was irrefolute in his temper; and the cardinal, 

though he had gained him over to his party, found, that 


he would not concur in the condemnation and execution 
of Wifhart. He determined, therefore, without the afiift- 
ance of the fecular arm, to bring-that heretic to punifh- 
ment; and he himfelf beheld from his window the dif- 
mal fpectacle. Wifhart fuffered with the ufual patience ; 
but could not forbear remarking the triumph of his in- 
fulting enemy. He foretold, that, in a few days, he 
fhould, in the very fame place, lie as low, as now he 
was. exalted aloft, in oppofition to true piety and re- 


ligion’. 
Tuis prophecy was probably the immediate caufe of afiffina- 


; ‘ “4 “re . tion of care 
the event which it foretold. The difciples of this mar- 5; "yp... 


tyr, enraged at the cruel execution, formed a confpiracy © 
againft the cardinal ; and having aflociated to them Nor- 
man Lefly, who was difgufted on account of fome pri- 
vate quarrel, they conducted their enterprize with great 
fecrecy and fuccefs. Early in the morning they entered 
the cardinal’s palace, which he had ftrengly fortified ; 
and though they were not above fixteen perfons, they 
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thruft out a hundred tradefmen and fifty fervants, whom 
they feized feparately, before any fufpicion arofe of their 
intentions; and having fhut the gates, they proceeded 
very deliberately to execute their purpofe on the cardinal. 
That prelate had been alarmed with the noife which he 
heard in the caftle; and had barricaded the door of his 
chamber: But finding that they had brought fire in or- 
der to force their way, and having obtained, as is be- 
lieved, a promife of life, he opened the door; and te- 
minding them, that he was a prieft, he conjured them to 
fpare hin. ‘Two of the aflaffins rufhed upon him with 
drawn fwords ; but a third, James Melvil, more calm 
and more confiderate in villany, ftopped their career, and 
bade them reflect, that this facrifice was the work and ~ 
judgment of God, and ought to be executed with be- 
coming deliberation and gravity. Then turning the 
point of his {word towards Beaton, he called to him, 
‘© Repent thee, thou wicked cardinal, of all thy fins 
“* and iniquities, efpecially of the murder of Withart, 
*< that inftrument of God for the converfion of thefe 
*¢ Jands: It is his death, which now cries vengeance 
“* upon thee: We are fent by God to infli& the de- 
** ferved punifhment. For here, before the Almighty, 

I proteft, that it is neither hatred of thy perfon, nor 

love of thy riches, nor fear of thy power, which 

moves me to feek thy death: But only becaufe thou 


haft been, and ftill remaineft, an obftinate enemy to 
** Chrift Jefus, and his holy gofpel.” Having fpoken 
thefe words, without giving Beaton time ‘to finifh that 
repentance, to which he exhorted him, he thruft him 
through the body; and the cardinal fell dead at his 
feet”, This murder was executed on the 28th of May 


1540. 
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to the number of a hundred and forty perfons, prepared —._ 


themfelves for the defence of the caftle, and fent a mef- 
fenger to London, craving affiftance from Henry. ‘That 
prince, though Scotland was comprehended in his peace 
with France, would not forego the opportunity of dif- 
turbing the government of a rival-kingdom ; and he pro- 
mifed to take them under his protection, 

Ir was the peculiar misfortune of Scotland, that five 
fhort reigns had been fucceflively followed by as many 
long minorities ; and the execution of juftice, which the 
prince was beginning to introduce, had been continually 
interrupted by the cabals, factions, and animofities of 
the great. But befides thefe inveterate and ancient evils, 
anew fource of diforder had arifen, the difputes and 
contentions of theology, which were fufficient to difturb 
the moft fettled government; and the death of the cardi- 
nal, who was pofleffed of abilities and vigour, feemed 
much to weaken the hands of the adminiftration. But 
the queen-dowager was a woman of uncommon talents 
and virtue; and fhe did as much to fupport the govern- 
ment, and fupply the weaknefs of Arran, the governor, 
as could be expected in her fituation, 
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Tue protector of England, as foon as the ftate Condué of 


the war with 


was brought to fome compofure, made preparations for scotland, 


war with Scotland; and he was determined to exe- 
cute, if poffible, that project, of uniting the two king- 
doms by marriage, on which the late king had been fo 
intent, and which he had recommended with his dying 
breath to his executors. He levied an army of 18,000 


] 
hiftorian difcovers in his narrative of this affaffination ; And it is remarkable 


that in the firft edition of his work, thefe words were printed on the margin 
of the page, The godly Fact and Words of Fames Melvil. But the following 
editors retrenched them. Knox himfelf had no hand in the mur‘er of. Bea- 
ton; but he afterwards joined the aflaffins, and affifted them in holding out 
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CH AP. men, and equipped a fleet of fixty fail, one half-ef which 
.—.— were fhips of .war, the other laden with provifons and 


ammunition. He gave the command of the fleei to lord 
Clinton: He himfelf marched at the head of the army, 
attended by the earl of Warwic. ‘Thefe hoftile meafures 
were covered with a pretence of revenging fome lepreda- 
tions committed by the borderers; but befid:s, that 
Somerfet revived the ancient claim of the fuperiority 
of the Englifh crown over that of Scotland, he refufed 
to enter into negociation on any other condition :han the 
marriage. of the young queen with I'dward, 

THE protector, before he opened the campaign, pub- 
lifhed a manifefto, in which he enforced all the argue 
ments for that meafure. He faid, that nature feened ori- 
ginally to have intended this ifland for one empire; and 
having cut it off from all communication with foreign 
ftates, and guarded it by the ocean, fhe had poiited out 
to the inhabitants the road to happinefs and to fcurity: 
That the education and cuftoms of the people concurred 
with nature; and by giving them the fame language, 
and laws, and manners, had invited them to a tiorough 
union and coalition: Phat fortune had at Jaft removed 
all obftacles, and had prepared ‘an expedient, by which 
they might become one people, without leaving any place 
for that jealoufy either of honour orof intereft, to which 
rival nations ‘are naturally expofed: That the «crown of 
Scotland had devolved ’on a female: that of England on 
a male; ‘and happily the two fovereigns, as of a rank, 
were alfo of an age, the moft fuitable to eack other: 
That -the hoftile difpofitions, which prevailed between 
the nations, and which arofe from paft injuries would 
foon be extinguifhed, after a long and fecure piace had 
eftablifhed confidence between them: That the memory 
of former miferies, which at prefent inflamed their mu- 
tual animofity, would then ferve only to maxe them 
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cherifh, with more paffion, a ftate ofthappinefs and tran- C HA P. 
rem ng XXXIV, 
quillity, fo long unknown to their anceftors + That when a 


hoftilites had ceafed between the kingdoms, the Scottifh 1547. 
nobility, who were at prefent obliged to remain perpe- 
tually na warlike pofture, would learn to ‘cultivate the 
arts of peace, and would foften their minds to a love of 
domeftc order and obedience: That as this fituation was 
defirabe to both kingdoms, fo particularly to Scotland, 
which 1ad been expofed to the greateft miferies from in- 
teftine and foreign wars, and faw herfelf every moment 
in danger of lofing her independancy, by the efforts of 
a richer, and more powerful people: That though Eng- 
Jand hid claims of fuperiority, fhe was willing to reign 
every retenfion for the fake of future peace, and defired 
an union, which would be the more fecure, as it would 


all thelfe motives, pofitive engagements had been taken 


for completing this alliance; and the honour and good 
faith oj the nation were pledged to fulfil what her intereft 
and fafzty fo loudly demanded ¢. 

SOMERSET foon perceived, that thefe remonftrances 
would have no influence; and that the queen dowager’s 
attachnent to France and to the catholic religion would 
render ineffe&tual all negociations for the intended mar- 
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riage. He found himfelf, therefore, obliged to try the 
force of arms, and to conftrain the Scots by neceflity to 
fubmitto.a meafure, for which they feemed to have en- 
tertained the moft incurable averfion. He pafled the 24 Sept. 
border: at Berwic, and advanced towards Edinburgh, 
without meeting any refiftance for fome days, except from 
fome {mall caftles, which he obliged to furrender at 
difcretion. The protector intended to have punifhed the 
governor and garrifon of one of thefe caftles for their 
temerity in refifting {uch unequal force: But they eluded 
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his anger by afking only a few hours’ refpite, till they 
fhould prepare themfelves for death; after which they 
found his ears more open to their applications for 
mercy “. 

The governor of Scotland had fummoned together the 
whole force of the kingdom; and his army, double in 
number to that of the Englifh, had taken poft on advan- 
tageous ground, guarded by the banks of the Efke, about 
four miles from Edinburgh. ‘The Englifh came within 
fight of them at Fafide; and after a {kirmifh between the 
horfe, where the Scots were worfted, and lord Hume 
dangeroufly wounded, Somerfet prepared himfelf for a 
more decifive action, But having taken a view of the 
Scotifh camp with the earl of Warwic, he found it difi- 
cult to make an attempt upon it with any probability of 
fuccefs. He wrote, therefore, another letter to Arran; 
and offered to evacuate the kingdom, as well as to repair 
all the damages which he had committed, provided the 
Scots would ftipulate not to contract the queen to any 
foreign prince, but to detain her at home, till fhe reached 
the age of chufing a hufband for herfelf. So moderate a 
demand was rejected by the Scots merely on account of its 

noderation ; and it made them imagine that the protec. 
tor mutt either be reduced to great diftrefs or be influenced 
by fear, that he was now contented to abate fo much of 
his former pretenfions. Inflamed alfo by their priefts, 
who had come to the camp in great numbers, they be- 
lieved, that the Englifh were deteftable heretics, abhorred 
of God, and expofed to divine vengeance ; and that no 
fuccefs could ever crown their arms. They were con- 
firmed in this fond conceit, when they faw the protector 
change his ground, and.move towards the fea; nor did 
they any longer doubt, that he intended to: embark his 
army, and make his efcape on board the fhips, which at 
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that very time moved into the bay, oppofite to him4,C H A P, 

Determined therefore to cut off his retreat, they quitted femass: 
ee 

their camp: and paffing the river Efke, advanced into the 1547 

plain. They were divided into three bodies: Angus roth Sept, 

commanded the vanguard ; Arran the main body ; Hunt- 

Jey the rear: Their cavalry. confifted only of light horfes 

which were placed on their left flank, ftrengthened by 

fome Irifh archers, whom Argyle had brought over for’ 


this fervice. 
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SOMERSET was much pleafed when he faw this move- 
ment of the Scottifh army ; and as the Englith had ufually 
been fuperior in pitched battles, he conceived great hopes 
of fuccefs.. He ranged his van on the left, fartheft from 
the fea; arid ordered them to remain on the high grounds 
on which he placed them, till the enemy fhould ap- 
proach: He placed his main battle and his rear towards 
the right; and beyond the van he pofted lord Grey at the 


SS 


The battle 
of Pinkeys 


head of the men at arms, and ordered him to take the 
Scottifh van in flank, but not til] they fhould be engaged 
in clofe fight with the van of the Englifh, 

Wuite the Scots were advancing on the plain, they 
were galled with the artillery from the Englifh fhips : 
The eldeft fon of lord Graham was killed: The Irith 
archers were thrown into diforder; and even the other 
troops began to ftagger: When lord Grey, perceiving 
their fituation, neglected his orders, left his ground, and 
at the head of his heavy-armed horfe made an attack on 
the Scottifh infantry, in hopes of gaining all the honour 
of the victory. On advancing, he found a flough and 
ditch in his way; and behind were ranged the enemy 
armed with fpears, and the field, on which they ftood, 
was fallow ground, broken with ridges, which lay acrofs 
their front, and difordered the movements of the Eng- 
lifh cavalry, From all thefe accidents, the fhock of 
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CHAP. this body of horfe was feeble and irregular; and as the 
5 3 
XXXIV. , £¢ 
eeeisheny Were actadid on the points of the Scottifh fpears, which 
1547. were longer than the lances of the Englifh horfemen, they 
were in a moment pierced, overthrown, and difcomfited. 
Grey himfelf was dangeroufly wounded: Lord Edward 
Seymour, fon of the protector, had his horfe killed under 
him: The ftandard was near being taken: And had the 
Scots poflefled any good body of cavalry, who could have 
y> 
purfued the advantage, the whole Enelifh army had been 


< 
a 


xpofed to great danger *. 

Tue protector mean-while, affifted by Sir Ralph Sad- 
ler and Sir Ralph Vane, employed himfelf with diligence 
and fuccefs, in rallying the Saat: Warwic fhowed 
great prefence of mind in maintaining the ranks of the 
foot, on which the horfe had recoiled: He made Sir Pe- 
ter Meutas advance, captain of the foot harquebufiers, 
and Sir Peter Gamboa, captain of fome Italian and Spa- 
nifh harquebufiers on horfeback ; and ordered them to 
ply the Scottith infantry with their fhot. They marched 
to the flough, and difcharged their pieces s full in the face 
of the enemy: The fhips galled them from the flank : 
The sage planted on a height, infefted them from 
the front: ‘Che Englith archers poured in a fhower of ar- 
rows upon Sa ; And the vanguard, defcending from the 
hill, advanced, leifurely and in good order, towards them. 
Difmayed with all thefe circumftances, the Scottifh van 
began to retreat: The retreat foon changed into a flight, 
which was begun by the [rifh archers. The pannic of 
the van communicated itfelf to the main body, and paf- 
fing thence to the rear, rendered the whole field a fcene 
of confufion, terror, flight, and confternation. The 
Englith army perceived from the heights the condition ae 
the Scots, and began the purfuit with loud fhouts and ac- 
clamations, which added ftill more to the difmay of the 
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vanquifhed. The horfe in particular, eager to revengeC H A P. 

the affront, which they had ived in the beginning of ~ 
> y had received in the beginning of —y 

the day, did the moft bloody execution on the flying 1547 

enemy; and from the field of battle to Edinburgh, for the 

fpace of five miles, the whole ground was ftrowed with 

dead bodies. The priefts above all, and the monks re- 

ceived no quarter ; and the Englifh made {port of flaugh- 


tering men, who, from their extreme zeal and animofity, 


had engaged in an enterprife fo ill befitting their profef- 
fion. Few victories have been more decifive, or gained 
with fmaller lofs to the conquerors. There fell not two 
hundred of the Englifh ; and according to the moft mo- 
derate computation, there perifhed above ten thoufand of 
the Scots, About fifteen hundred were taken prifoners. 
This action was called the battle of Pinkey, from a no 
bleman’s feat of that name in the neighbourhood. 

THE queen-dowager and Arran fled to Stirling, and 


a ee ee 7+ a = == 


were {carcely able to collect fuch a body of forces as could 
check the incurfions of {mall parties of the Englith. 
About the fame time, the earl of Lenox and lord Whar- 
ton entered the Weft Marches, at the head of five thou- 
fand men, and after taking and plundering Annan, they 
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fpread devaftation over all the neighbouring counties ‘, 
Had Somerfet profecuted his advantages, he might have 
impofed what terms he pleafed on the Scottifh nation : 
But he .was impatient to return to England, where, he 
heard, fome counfellors, and even his own brother, the 
admiral, were carrying on cabals againft his authority, 
Having taken the caftles of Hume, Dunglafs, Eymouth, 
Faftcaftle, Roxborough, and fome other {mall piaces ; 
and having received the fubmiffion of fome counties on 
the borders, he retired from Scotland. The fleet, befides 
deftroying all the fhipping along the coaft, took Broughty 
in the Frith of Tay; and having fortified it, they there left 
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a garrifon. Arran defired leave to fend commiffioners 
in order to treat of a peace; and Somerfet, having ap- 
pointed Berwie for the place of conference, left Warwic 
with full powers to negociate: But no commiffioners 
from Scotland ever appeared. The overture of the Scots 
was an artifice, to gain time, till fuccours fhould arrive 
from France, 

Tue protector, on his arrival.in England, fummoned 
a parliament: And being fomewhat elated with his fuc- 
cefs againft the Scots, he procured from his nephew a 

atent, appointing him to fit on the throne, upon a ftool 
or bench at the right hand of the king, and to enjoy the | 
fame honours and privileges, that had ufually been pof- 
fefled by any prince of the blood, or uncle of the kings 


- of England. In this patent, the king employed his dif- 


A pasliae 
ment, 


penfing power, by fetting afide the ftatute of precedency, 
enacted during the former reign’. But if Somerfet gave 
offence by afluming too much ftate, he deferves great 
praife on account of the laws pafled this feffion, by which 
the rigour of former ftatutes was much mitigated, and 


* fome fecurity given to the freedom of the conftitution. 


All laws were repealed, ‘which extended the crime of 
treafon beyond the ftatute of the twenty-fifth of Edward 
II[.'; all laws enacted during the late reign, extending 
the crime of felony; all the former laws againft Lollar- 
dy or herefy, ‘together with the ftatute of the fix articles, 


' None were to be accufed for words, but within a month 


after they were fpoken. By thefe repeals feveral of the 
moft rigorous laws, that ever had paffed in England, 
were annulled ; and fome dawn, both of civil and reli- 
gious liberty, began to appear to the people. Herefy, 
however, was ftill a capital crime by the common law, 
and was fubjeCted to the penalty of burning. Only» 


-there remained no precife ftandard, by which that crime 
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could be defined or determined: A circumftance, which Uae 
might either be advantageous or hurtful to public fecurity, on 
according to the difpofition of the judges, 1547* 
A REPEAL alfo pafled of that law, the deftruction of 
all laws, by which the king’s proclamation was made of 
equal force with a ftatutei. That other law likewife 
was mitigated, by which the king was empowered to 
annul every ftatute pafled before the four and twentieth 
year of his age: He could prevent their future execution; 
but could not recal any paft effects, which had enfued 
from them *, 
I'r was alfo enaéted, that all who denied the king’s 
fupremacy, or aflerted the pope’s, fhould, for the firft 
offence, forfeit their goods and chattels, and fuffer im- 
prifonment during pleafure ; for the fecond offence, 
fhould incur the penalty of a premunire; and for the 
third be attainted of treafon. But if any, after the 
firft of March enfuing, 


ing, or ahy overt act or deed, to deprive the king of his 


endeavoured, by writing, print- 


eftate or titles, particularly of his fupremacy, or to con- 
fer them on any other, he was to be adjudged guilty of 
treafon. If any of the heirs of the crown fhould ufurp 
upon another, or endeavour to break the order of fuctef- 
fion, it was declared treafon in them, their aiders and 
abettors, Thefe were the imoft confiderable acts pafled 
during this feffion. The members in general difcovered 
a very paflive difpofition with regard to religion: Some 
few appeared zealous for the reformation: Others fe- 
cretly harboured a ftrong propenfity to the catholic faith: 
But the greater part appeared willing to take any impref- 
fion, which they fhould receive from intereft, authority, 
or the reigning fafhion '. 

THE convocation met at the fame time with the par- 
liament ; and as it was found, that their debates were at 
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ee firft cramped by the rigorous ftatute of the fix arti- 
‘cles, the king granted them a difpenfation from that law, 
1547- before it was repealed by parliament ". The lower houfe 
of convocation applied to have liberty of fitting with the 
commons in parliament; or if this privilege were refuled: 
them, which they claimed as their ancient right, they 
defirec, that no law, regarding religion, might pafs in 
parliament without their confent and approbation. But 
the principles, which now prevailed, were more favours 
able to the civil than to the ecclefiaftical power ; and this 

demand of the convocation was rejected. 


1548. Tue proteétor had affented to the repeal -of that law, 
which gave to the king’s pro.Jamations the authority of 
ftatutes ; but he did not intend to renounce that arbitrary 
or difcretionary exercife of power, in iffuing proclamations, 
which had evcr been afflumed by the crown, and which it 

Farther pro- iS difficult to diftinguifh exa@ly from a full Jegiflative 

grefs of the nower H2 even continued to exert this authority in fome 
reformation, 5 d 

particulars, which were then regarded as the moft momen- 

tous. Orders were iflued by council, that candles fhould 

no longer be carried about on Candlemas-day, afhes on 

Ath-wednefday, palms on*‘Palm-funday*, Thefe were 

ancient religious practices, now termed fuperftitions ; 

thouch it i fortunate for mankind, when fuperttition hap- 

pens to take a direétion fo innocent and inoffenfive. The 

fevere difpofition, which naturally attends all reformers, 

prompted likewife the council to abolifh fome gay and 

fhowy ccremon'es, which belonged to the ancient religion®. 

An order was alfo iffued by council for the removal of 

all images from th churches: An innovation which was 

much defired by the reformers, and which alone, with 

regard to the populace, amounted almoft to a total change 
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to feparate the ufe of images from their abufe, the reve- —. _y 
rence from the worfhip of them ; but the execution of this 154%» 
defign was found, upon trial, very difficult, if not wholly 
impracticable. 

As private mafles were abolifhed by law, it became ne- 
ceflary to compofe a new communion-fervice ; and the 
council went fo far, in the preface which they prefixed to 
this work, as to leave the practice of auricular confeffion 
wholly indifferent’, This was a prelude to the entire 
abolition of that invention, one of the moft powerful 
engines that ever was contrived for degrading the laity, 
and giving their fpiritual guides an entire afcendant over 
them. And it may juftly be faid, that, though the 
prieft’s abfolution, which attends confeflion, ferves fome- 
what to eafe weak minds from the immediate agonies of 
fuperftitious terror, it operates only by enforcing fuper- 
ftition itfelf, and thereby preparing the mind for a more 
violent relapfe into the fame diforders. 

The people were at that time extremely-diftracted, by 
the oppofite opinions of their preachers ; and as they were 
totally unable to judge of the reafons advanced on either 
fide, and naturally regarded every. thing which they heard 
at church, as of equal authority, a great confufion and 
fluctuation refulted from this uncertainty. The council 
had firft endeavoured to remedy the inconvenience, by 
laying fome reftraints on preaching; but finding this 
expedient ineffectual, they impofed a total filence on the 
preachers, and thereby put an end at once to all the pole- 
mics of the pulpit". By the nature of things, this 1e- 
ftraint could only be temporary. For in proportion as the 
ceremonies of public worfhip, its fhews and exterior ob- 
fervances, were retrenched by the reformers, the people 
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Oe we were inclined to contrac a ftronger attachment 0 fer- 
——.-— mons, whence alone they received any occupaton or 
1948. amufement. ‘The ancient religion, by giving its wtaries 
fomething to do, freed them from the trouble of thinking: 
Sermons were delivered only in the principal chirches, 
and at fome particular fafts and feftivals: And th  prac- 
tice of haranguing the populace, which, if abufes is fo 
powerful an incitement to faction and fedition, hac much 
lefs fcope and influence during thofe ages. 
Affairs of THE greater progrefs was: made towards a refornation 
ieee England, ‘the farther did. the ‘protector: find ‘imfelf 
from all profpeét of completing the union with Scdland; 
and the queen-dowager, as well as the clergy, lecame 
the more averfe to all alliance with a nation,, whrh had 
fo far departed from all ancient principles. Sonerfet, 
having taken the town of Haddington, had orderd it to 
be ftrongly garrifoned and fortified, by Jord Gre: He 
alfo erected fome fortifications at Lauder : And heioped, 
that thefe two places, together with Broughty anl fome 
{maller fortrefles, which were in the hands of th Eng- 
lifh, would ferve as a curb on Scotland; and woud give 
him accefs into the heart of the country. 


ARRAN, being difappointed in fome..attemjts on 
Broughty, relied chiefly on. the fuccours expeétd from 
France, for the recovery of thefe places; and they rrived 
at Jaft in the Frith, to the number of fix thoufani men; 
half of them Germans....They were commanred. by 


Defle;,and under him by,Andelot, Strozzi, Meileraye, 


} . yan 2 Ie Ree ce q 4 ; 
and count Rhingrave. The Scots were at that ime fo 


1 
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funk by their misfortunes, that five hundred Englih horfe 
were able to ravage the whole country without refitance ; 
and make inroads to the gates of the capitals: Jut on 
the appearance of the French fuccours, they cdlected 
more courage; and having joined Deflé with a cafider- 
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able reirforcement, they laid fiege to Haddingtont. This © #1 A Pe 
was an indertaking for which they were by themfelves —— 
totally unfit ; and even with the affiftance of the French, 1548. 
they pliced their chief hopes of fuccefs in ftarving the 
garrifon, After fome vain attempts to-take the place by 

a regular fiege, the blockade was formed, and the garri- 

fon was repulfed with lofs in feveral fallies which they 


SaaS eae. 


made upon the befiegers. 

Tue hoftile attempts, which the late king and the 
protectar had made againft Scotland, not being fteady, 
regular, nor pufhed to the laft extremity, had ferved only 
to irritate the nation, and to infpire them with the ftrong- 
eft aveifion to that union, which was courted in fo 
violent2 manner. Even thofe who were inclined to the 
Englifhalliance, were difpleafed to have it impofed on 
them by force of arms ; and the earl of Huntley in parti- 
cular, fiid pleafantly, that he difliked not the match, 
but he hated the manner of wooing". The queen-dow- 
ager, finding thefe fentiments to prevail, called a parlia~ 
ment, in an abbey near Haddington ; and it was there 
propofel, that the young queen, for her greater fecurity, 
fhould he fent to France, and be committed to the cufto- 
dy of that ancient ally. Some objected, that this mea- 
fure wzs defperate, allowed no refource in cafe of mif- 
carriage, expofed the Scots to be fubjected by forcigness, 
involved them in perpetual war with England, and left 
them no expedient, by which they could conciliate the 
friendfhip of that powerful nation, It was anfwered, on 
the other hand, that the queen’s prefence was the very 
caufe of war with England; that that nation would 
defift, when they found, that their views of forcing a 
marriage had become altogether impracticable; and that 
Henry, being engaged. by fo high a mark of confidence, 
would take their fovereign under his protection, and ufe 
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his utmoft efforts to defend the kingdom. Thefe argue 


‘ »ments were aided by French gold, which was plentifully 


3548. 


Young 
queen of 
Scots fent 
intoFrance. 


diftributed among the nobles. The governor had a pene 
fion conferred on him of twelve thoufand livres a year, 
received the title of duke of Chatelrault, and obtained for 
his fon the command of a hundréd men at arms *, And 
as the clergy dreaded the confequences of the Englifh als 
liance, they feconded this meafure with all the zeal and 
induftry, which either principle or intereft could infpite, 
It was accordingiy determined to fend the queen to France; 
and what was underftood to be the neceflaty confequenee, 
tomarry her tothe dauphin. Villegaignon, commander. 
of four French gallies 1, ing in the Frith of Forth, fet fail 
as if he intended to return home; but when he reached 
the open fea, he turned northwards, paffed by the Ork- 
neys, and came in on the weft coaft at Dunbarton: An 
extraordinary voyage for fhips of that fabric, The 
young queen was there committed to him ; and being at- 
tended by the lords Erefkine and Livingftone, fhe put 
to fea, and after meeting with fome tempeftuous weather, 
arrived fafely at Breit, whence fhe was conduéted to 
Paris, and foon after the was betrothed to the dauphin, 
SOMERSET, prefled by many difficulties 2t home, and 
defpairing of fuccefs in his enterprize againit Scotland, 
was defirous of compofing the differences with that king= 
dom, and he offered tne Scots a ten years’ truce; but as 
they infifted on his reftoring all the places which He had 
taken, the propofal came to nothing. ‘The Scots reco- 
vered the fortrefles of Hume and Faft-caftle by furprize, 
and put the garrifons to the fword : They repulfed, with 
Jofs, the Englith, who, under the command of lord 
Seymour, made a defcent, firft in Fife, then at Mont- 
rofe: ln the former a&tion, James Stuart, natural bro- 
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ther to the queen, acquired honour ; in the latter, Aré- CH A P. 
4 x XXXIV, 

fkine of Dun, An attempt was made by Sir Robert y 

Bowes and Sir Thomas Palmer, at the head of aconfie 1548» 

derable body, to throw reliet into Haddington ; but thefe 

troops, falling into an ambufcade, were almoft wholly 

cut in pieces . And though a fmall body of two hundred 

men efcaped all the vigilance of the French, and arrived 

fafely in Haddington, with fome ammuniticn and pro- 

vifions, the garrifon was reduced to fuch difficulties, that 

the protector found it neceflary to provide more effectu- 

ally for their relief. He raifed an army of eighteen thou- 

fand men, and adding three thoufand Germans, who, on 

the diffolution of the proteftant alliance, had offered their 

fervice to England, he gave the command of the whole 

to the earl of Shrewfbury *. D’Effé raifed the blockade 

on the approach of the Englifh ; and with great difficulty 

made good his retreat to Edinburgh, where he pofted 

himfelf advantageoufly. Shrewfbury, who had loft the 

opportunity of attacking him on his march, durft not 

give him battle in his prefent fituation; and contenting 


himfelf with the advantage already gained, of fupplying 
Hadding'on, he retired into England. 

THOUGH the protection of France was of great confes 
quence to the Scots, in fupporting them againft the inva- 
fions of England, they reaped ftill more benefit from the 
diftractions and divifions, which had creeped into the 
councils of this latter kingdom, Even the two brothers, sae 
the protector and admiral, not content with the high fta- mour, 
tions which they feverally enjoyed, and the great emi- 
nence to which they had rifen, had entertained the moft 
violent jealoufy of each other: and they divided the 
whole court and kingdom, by their oppofite cabals and 
pretenfions, Lord Seymour was a man of infatiable am- 
bition; arrogant, afluming, implacable; and though 
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pei oth & efteemed of fuperior capacity to the proteCtor, he poffefled 
——,—~ not to the fame degree the confidence and regard of the 
1548. people. By his flattery and addrefs, he had fo infinuated 
himfelf into the good graces of the queen-dowager, that, 
forgetting her ufual prudence and decency, fhe married 

him immediately upon the demife of the late king: Info- 

much that, had fhe foon proved pregnant, it'might have 

been doubtful to which hufband the child belonged. The 

credit and riches of this alliance fupported the ambition 

of the admiral ; but gave umbrage to the dutchefs of So- 

merfet, who, uneafy that the younger brother’s wife 

fhould have the precedency, employed all her credit with 

her hufband, which was too great, firft to create, then to 

‘ widen, the breach between the two brothers *. 

Tue firft fymptoms of this mifunderftanding appeared? 
when the protector commanded the army in Scotland. 
Secretary Paget, a man devoted to Somerfet, remarked, 
that Seymour was forming feparate intrigues among the 
counfellors; was corrupting, by prefents, the king’s fer- 
vants ; and even endeavouring, by improper indulgences 
and liberalities, to captivate the affections of the young 
monarch. Paget reprefented to him the danger of this 
conduét; defired him to refle&t on the numerous enemies, 
whom the fudden elevation of their family had created ; 
and warned him that any diffention between him and 
the protector would be greedily laid hold of, to effect 
the.ruin of both. Finding his remonftrances negleéted, 
he conveyed intelligence of the danger to Somerfet, and 
engaged him to leave the enterprize upon Scotland un- 
finifhed, in order to guard againft the attempts of his 
domeftic enemies. In the enfuing parliament, the admi- 
ral’s projects appeared {till more dangerous to public 
tranquillity ; and as he had acquired many partizans, he 
made a direct attack upon his brother's authority. He 

a Hayward, p. 30%. Heylin, p. 72, Camden, Thuanus, lib, vi. ¢. 5- 
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reprefented to his friends, that formerly, during a myo CN ee 
rity, the office of proteCtor of the kingdom had been pt 
feparate from that of governor of the king’s perfon; and 1548 
that the prefent union of thefe two important trufts con- 


ferred on Somerfet an authority, which could not fafely 


be lodged in any fubje& », The young king was even 
prevailed on to write a letter to th®parliament, defiring 
that Seymour might be appointed his governor ; and that 
nobleman had formed a party in the two houfes, by which 
he hoped to effect his purpofe, The defign was difcovered 
before its execution ; and fome common friends were fent 
to remonftrate with him, but had fo little influence, that he 
threw out many menacing expreflions, and rafbly threat- 
ened, that, if he were thwarted in his attempt, he would 
make this parliament the blackeft that ever fat in Eng- 
land*, ‘T’he council fent for him, to anfwer for his con- 
duct; but he refufed to attend: ‘They then began to 
threaten in their turn, ard informed him, that the king’s 
letter, inftead of availing him any thing to the execution 


of his views, would be imputed to him as a crimitial en- 
terprize, and be conftrued as a defign to difturb the go- 
vernment, by forming a feparate intereft with a child and 
minor, They even let fall fome menaces of fending him 
to the Tower for his temerity ; and the admiral, finding 
himfelf prevented in his defign, was obliged to fubmit, 
and to defire a reconciliation with his brother. 

THE mild and moderate temper of Somerfet made him 
willing to forget thefe enterprizes of the admiral ; but the 
ambition of that turbulent fpirit could not be fo eafily ap- 
peated. His fpoufe, the queen-dowager, died in child- 
bed; but fo far from regarding this event as a check to 
his afpiring views, he founded on it the fcheme of a more 
extraordinary elevation. He made his addrefles to the 
lady Elizabeth, then in the fixteenth year of her age; and 
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CH A P.that princefs, whom even the hurry of bufinefs, and the 
XXXIV. : ea ‘* 

___ purfuits of ambition, could not, in her more advanced 
+548: years, difengage entirely from the tender paffions, feems 
to have liftened to. the infinuations of a man, who pof- 
fefled every talent proper to captivate the affections of the 
fair®. But as Henry VIII. had excluded his daughters 
from all hopes of fucceffion, if they married without the 
confent of his executors, which Seymour could never 
hope to obtain; it was concluded that he meant to 
effe& his purpofe by expedients ftill more rah and 
more criminal. All the other meafures of the admiral 
tended to confirm this fufpicion. He continued to attack, 
by prefents, the fidelity of thofe who had more immedi- 
ate accefs to the king’s perfon: He endeavoured to feduce 
the young prince into his interefts: He found means of 
holding a private correfpondence with him: He openly 
decried his brother’s adminrftration ; and afferted, that, 
by enlifting Germans, and other foreigners, he intended to 
form a mercenary army, which might endanger the king’s 
authority, and the liberty of the people: By promifesand 
perfuafion he brought over to his party many of the prin- 
cipal nobility ; and had extended his intereft all over 
England: He negleéted not even the moft popular per- 
fons of inferior rank ; and had computed, that he could, 
on occafion, mufter an army of 10,000 men, compofed of 

his fervants, tenants, and retainers *: He had already pro- - 
vided arms for their ufe; and having engaged in his in- 
terefts Sir John Sharington, a corrupt man, mafter of 
the mint at Briftol, he flattered himfelf that money would 
not be wanting. Somerfet was well apprized of all thefe 
alarming circumftances, and endeavoured, by the moft 
friendly expedients, by intreaty, reafon, and even by hcap- 
ing new favours upon the admiral, to make him defitt 
from his dangerous counfels: But finding all endeavours 
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ineffe€tual, he began to think of more fevere remedies, C H A P, 

: Le XXXIV, 
The earl of Warwic was an iil inftrument between the —_ Wy 
brothers; and had formed the defign, by infaming the 1548 
guarrel, to raife his own fortune on the ruins of both. 

Dubey, earl of Warwic, was the fon of that Dud- Dudley, earl 

= " : of Warwic, 

ley, minifter to Henry VII. who, having, by rapine, ex- 
tortion, and perverfion of law, incurred the hatred of the 
public, had been facrificed to popular animofity, in the 
beginning of the fubfequent reign. The late king, fen- 
fible of the iniquity, at leaft illegality, of the fentence, 
had afterwards reftored young Dudley’s blood by a& of 
parliament; and finding him endowed-with abilities, in- 
duftry, and activity, he had entrufted him with manyi m- 
portant commands, and had ever found him fuccefsfu} 
in his undertakings. He raifed him to the dignity of vif- 
count Lifle, conferred on him the office of admiral, and 
gave him by his will a place among his executors, Dud- 
Jey made ftill farther progrefs during the minority ; and 
having obtained the title of earl of Warwic, and under- 
mined the credit of Southampton, he bore the chief rank 
among the protector’s counfellors. ‘The victory, gained 
at Pinkey, was much afcribed to his courage and conduct; 
and he was univerfally regarded as a man equally endow- 
ed with the talents of peace and of war. But all thefe 
virtues were obfcured by ftill greater vices; an exorbitant 
ambition, an infatiable avarice, a negleét of decency, a 
contempt of juftice; And as he found, that lord Seymour, 
whofe abilities and enterprizing fpirit he chiefly dreaded, 
was involving himfelf in ruin by his rafh counfels, he 
was determined to pufh him on the precipice; and thereby 
remove the chief obftacle to his own projected greatnefs, 

Wuew Somerfet found, that the public peace was en- 
dangered*by his brother’s feditious, not to fay rebellious, 
fchemes, he was the more eafily perfuaded by Warwic to 
employ the-extent of royal authority againft him ; and 

after 
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after depriving him of the office of admiral, he figned a 


‘ , Warrant for committing him to the Tower. Some of his 


accomplices were alfo taken into cuftody, and three privy 
counfellors, being fent to examine them, made a report, 
that they had met with very full and important difcove- 
ries, Yet ftill the proteftor fufpended the blow, and 
fhowed a reluctance to ruin his brother. He offered to 
defift from the profecution, if Seymour would promife 
him a cordial reconciliation; and renouncing all am- 
bitious hopes, be contented with a private life, and re- 
tire into the country. But as Seymour made no other 
anfwer to thefe friendly offers than menaces and defiahces, 
he ordered a charge to be drawn up againft him, confift- 


ing of thirty-three articles*; and the whole to be laid 
before the privy council, [t is pretended, that every par- 
ticular was fo inconteftibly proved, both by witnefles and 


his own hand-writing, that there was no room for doubt; 
yet did the council think proper to go in a body to the 
Tower, in order more fully to examine the prifoner. He 
was not daunted by the appearance: He boldly demanded 
a fair trial; required to be confronted by the witnefles; 
defired that the charge might be left with him, in order 
to be confidered ; and refufed to anfwer any interrogato- 
ries, by which he might accufe himfelf. 

Ir is apparent, that, notwithftanding what is pre- 
tended, there muft have been fome deficiency in the eyi- 
dence againft Seymour, when fuch demands, founded on 
the plaineft principles of law and equity, were abfolutely 
rejected. We fhall indeed conclude, if we carefully ex- 
amine the charge, that many of the articles were general, 
and {carcely capable of any proof; many of them, if true, 
fufceptible of a more favourable interpretation ; and that, 
though, on the whole, Seymour appears to have been a 
dangerous fubjeét, he had not advanced far in thofe trea- 
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fonable projects imputed to him. The chief part of hisC HA P, 
actual guilt feems to have confifted in fome unwarrantable 
practices in the admiralty, by which pyrates were pro- 1548. 
tected, and illegal impofitions laid upon the merchants. 

Bur the adminiftration had, at that time, an eafy in- 
ftrument of vengeance, to wit, the Parliament; and 

needed not to give themfelves any concern with regard 
either to the guilt of the perfons whom they profecuted, 
or the evidence which could be produced againft them. 

A feffion of parliament being held, it was refolved to pro- A parlia- 
ceed againft Seymour by bill of attainder; and the YOUNG ith Novem. 
king being induced, after much folicitation,, to give his 

confent to it, a confiderable weight was put on his appro= 
bation, The matter was firft laid before the upper-houfe ; 
and feveral peers, rifing up in their places, gave an ac- 
count of what they knew concerning lord Seymour’s 
conduct and his criminal words or ations. Thefe narra- 1549. 

3 ; : Attainder af 
tives were received as undoubted evidence ; and though lord Sey. 
the prifoner had formerly engaged many friends and par-™0ut- 
tizans among the nobility, no one had either the courage 
or equity to move, that he might be heard in his de- 
fence, that the teftimony againft him fhould be delivered 
in a legal manner, and that he fhould be confronted with 
the witnefles. A little more fcruple was made in the 
houfe of commons: There were even fome members who 
objected againft the whole method of proceeding by bill 
of attainder, pafled in abfence; and infifted, that a for- 
mal trial fhould be given to every man before his con- 
demnation. But when a meflage was fent by the king, en= yy.rch a6, 
joining the houfe to proceed, and offering that the fame 
narratives fhould be laid before them which had fatisfied 
the peers, they were eafily prevailed on to acquiefce », 

The bill paffed in a full houfe. Near four hundred voted 
for it; not above nine or ten againft iti, ‘The fen- 
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C H AP. tence was foon after executed, and the prifoner was be- 
XXXIV. : 
uw — headed on Tower-hill. The warrant was figned by So- 
ie. merfet, who was expofed to much blame, on account of 
tion, the violence of thefe proceedings. The attempts of the 
admiral feem chiefly to have been levelled againft his 
brother’s ufurped authority; and though his ambitious, 
enterprizing charaéter, encouraged by a marriage with 
the lady Elizabeth, might have endangered the public 
tranquillity, the prudence of forefeeing evils at fucha 
diftance, was deemed too great; and the remedy was 
plainly illegal. It could only be faid, that this bill of 
attainder was fomewhat more tolerable than the preceding 
ones, to which the nation had been enured. For here, at 
leaft, fome fhadow of evidence was produced. 
Ecelefafti- ALL the confiderable bufinefs tranfacted this feffion 
. ailaits.  befides the attainder of lord Seymour, regarded ecclefiaf- 
tical affairs; which were now the chief object of atten- 
tion throughout the nation. A committee of bifhops and 
divines had been appointed by the council, to compofe a 
liturgy ; and they had executed the work committed to 
them. They proceeded with moderation in this delicate 
undertaking : They retained as much of the ancient mals 
as the principles of the reformers would permit: They 
indulged nothing to the fpirit of contradiction, which 
fo naturally takes_place in all great innovations: And they 
flattered themfelves, that they had eftablifhed a fervice, 
in which every denomination of Chriftians might, with- 
out fcruple, concur. The mafs had always been cele- 
brated in Latin; a practice which might have been deemed 
abfurd, had it not been found ufeful to the clergy, by 
imprefling the people with an idea of fome myfterious un- 
known virtue in thofe rites, and by checking all their 
pretenfions to be familiarly acquainted with their religion, 
But as the reformers pretended, in fome few particulars, 
to encourage private judgment in the laity, the tranflas 
tion 
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tion of the liturgy, as well as of the Scriptures, into t 


} ia) 
ne 


vulgar fongue, feemed more conformable to the genius of 


7 


their fect ; and this innovation, with the retrenching of 
prayers to faints, and of fome fuperftitious ceremonies, 
was the chief difference between the old mafs and the 


new AEE: The parliament eftablifhed this form of 


worfhip in al ll the churches, and ordained a uniformity to 


be obferved in all the rites and ceremonies *. 
HERE was another material act, which pafled this 


.1 TS i cA. r 
eon | The former canons had eftablifhed the celibacy 


f 


of the clergy; and though this practice is ufually ae 
the 


V 

8) 
to the p acy of the court of Rome, who thou: 
the ecclefiaftic 
head, om lefs p becca on 0 civil ma wey when 


freed from the powerful tye of wives and children; yet 


was this inftitution much forwarded by the principles of 
2 a! 


{uperftition inherent in human nature, Thefe principles 
had rendered the panegyrics on an inviolate preted fo 
frequent among the ancient fathers, long bef 

lifhment of celibacy. And even this outta mant’ sia 
they enacted a law, permitting the marriage of prieftss 


yet confefs in the preamble, ‘* that it were better for 
Fi 1 RY; ete ; . ' i 
<< priefts and the minifters of the church to live chafte 


“6 and without matriage, and it were much to be wifhed 
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hemfelves abitain, } 


“¢ they would of tl 
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encies, which had arifen from the compelling of c 


‘he inconveni- 
haftity 
and the prohibiting of marriage, are the venkat afiened 


for indulging a liberty in this particular!, The ideas 

of penance alfo were fo much retained in other parti- 
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culars, that an act of parliament f fed, forbidding the 
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THe principal tenets and practices of the cathole res 


e 


w~,—ligion were now abolifhed, and the reformation, fwh as 


3549° 


it is enjoyed at prefent, was almoft entirely completd in 
England. But the doétrine of the real prefence, though 
tacitly condemned by the new communion-fervice aid by 
the abolition of many ancient rites, ftill retained fome 
hold on the minds of men; and it was the laft dotrine 
of popery, that was wholly abandoned by the peole®, 
‘The great attachment of the late king to that tenet might, 
in part, be the ground of this obftinacy ; but the chiefcaufe 
was really the extreme abfurdity of the principle tfelf, 
and the profound veneration, which of courfe it imgefled 
on the imagination. The priefts likewife were mut in- 
clined to favour an opinion, which attributed to thm fe 
miraculous a power ; and the people, who believed, that 
they participated of the very body and blood of ther Sa- 
viour, were loth to renounce fo extraordinary, and a they 
imagined, fo falutary a privilege. The general atach- 
ment to this dogma was fo violent, that the Luthrans, 
notwithftanding their feparation from Rome, had tinught 
proper, under another name, ftill to retain it: Aud the 
catholic preachers, in England, when reftrained n all 
other particulars, could not forbear, on every ocafion, 
inculcating that tenet. Bonner, for this offence mong 
others, had been tried by the council, had bea de- 
prived of his fee, and had been committed to ciftody. 
Gardiner alfo, who had recovered his liberty, apeared 
anew refractory to the authority, which eftablithd the 
late innovations; and he feemed. willing to countmance 
that opinion, much favoured by all the Englith catlolics, 
that the king was indeed fupreme head of the chura, but 
not the council, during a minority. Having decliied to 
give full fatisfaction on this head, he was fent 0 the! 
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7 Tower, 


: 

Tover, and threatened with farther effets of the coun-C HAP 
*19 9° XXXIV. 
cil’s difpleafure. \ 4 


THESE feverities, being exercifed on men, poffefled of 1549 
office and authority, feemed, in that age, a neceflary po- 
licy,in order to enforce a uniformity in public worfhip 
and lifcipline: But there were other inftances of perfe- 
cution, derived from no origin but the bigotry of theolo- 
gian:; a malady, which feems almoft incurable. Though 
the rroteftant divines had ventured to renounce opinions, 
deened certain during many ages, they regarded, in 
their turn, the new fyftem as fo certain, that they would 
fuffe: no contradi€tion with regard to it; and they were 
ready to burn in the fame flames, from which they them- 
felves had fo narrowly efcaped, every one that had the 
affurince to differ from them. A commiffion by act of 
council was granted to the primate and fome others, to 
exatrine and fearch after all anabaptifts, heretics, or con- 
temrers of the book of common prayer°. The com- 
miffioners were injoined to reclaim them, if poffible; to 
impo penance on them; and to give tnem abfolution 
Or i° thefe criminals were obftinate, to excommunicate 
and imprifon them, and to deliver them over fo the fecu- 
lar aim: And in the execution of this charge, they were 
hot tound to obferve the ordinary methods of trial; the 
form: of law were difpenfed with; and if any ftatutes 
happened to interfere with the powers in the commiffion, 
they were over-ruled and abrogated by the council. Some 
trademen in London were brought before thefe commil- 
fioness, and were accufed of maintaining, among other 
opinions, that a man regenerate could not fin, and that, 
thouch the outward man might offend, the inward was 
incapable of all guilt. “hey were pr -vailed on to abjurey 
and vete difnifled. But there was a woman accufed of 
heretcal pravity, called Joan Bocher, or Joan of Kent, 
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--who was fo pertinacious, that the commiffioners could 
,make no impreffion upon her. Her doctrine was, * That 


“© Chrift was not truly incarnate of the virgin, whofe 
<¢ flefh, being the outward man, was finfully begotten 
<¢ and born in fin; and confequently, he could take none 
< of it: But the word, by the confent of the inward man 
“© of the virgin, was made flefh ?.” ‘T’his opinion, it 
would feem, is not orthodox; and there was a neceflity 
for delivering the woman to the flames for maintaining it, 
But the young king, though in fuch tender years,’ had 
more fenfe than all his counfellors and preceptors ; and 
he long refufed to fign the warrant for her execution. 
Cranmer was employed to perfuade him to compliance; 


and he faid, that there was a great difference between er- 


Coralie 
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rors in other points of divinity, and thofe which were 


in dire& contradiction to the Apoft tles creed : Thefe latter 
were impieties againft God, which the prince, being 
God’s deputy, ought to reprefs ; in like manner, as infe- 
rior magiftrates were bound to punifh offences againft the 
king’s perfon. Edward, overcome by importunity, at 
Jaft fubmitted, though with tears in his eyes; and he told 
Cranmer, that, if any wrong were done, the guilt fhould 
lie entirely on his head, “The primate, after making a 
new effort to reclaim the woman from her errors, and 
finding her obftinate ale all his arguments, at laft 
committed her to the flames. Some time after, a Dutch- 
man, called Van Paris, accufed of the herefy, which has 
received the name. of SesB is was condemned to the 
fame punifhment. He fuffered with fo much fatisfaction, 
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ggots, that were con- 


fuming hm; a fpecies.of frenzy, of which there is more 


o PaEP 


1 bd ai 
than one initance among the martyrs of that age I. 
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THESE rigorous methods of proceeding foon brought C H A P. 
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the whole nation to a conformity, feeming or real, with Laisa sh 


the new doctrine and the new liturgy. The lady Mary 
alone continued to adhere to the mafs, and refufed to ad- 
mit the eftablifhed modes of worfhip. When prefled and 
menaced on this head, fhe applied to the emperor ; who, 
ufing his intereft with Sir Philip Hobby, the Englifh am- 
baflador, procured her a temporary connivance from the 


council *', 
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Tnfurrections——Con- 
duét of the war with Scotland——with France 
—— Faftions in the council 
Somer fet 


A parliament 


Cou/piracy againft 
Somer fet refigns the protector {hip 
Peace with France and Scotland 
Perfecution of Gars 
Warwic created duke of Northumberland 
His ambition Trial of Somerfet——His 
executioner A parhament 
Succeffion changed 
and death. 


Boulogne furvendered 


diner. 


A new parliament 
T be king shckadeaad 


rFeXHERE is no abufe fo great, in civil fociety, as 
ft not to be attended with a variety of beneficial con- 
fequences; and in the beginnings of reformation, the 
lofs of thefe advantages is always felt very fenfibly, while 
the benefit, refulting from the change, is the flow effed 
of time, and is feldom perceived by the bulk of a na- 
tion, Scarceany inftitution can he imagined lefs favour- 
able, in the main, to the interefts of mankind than that 
of monks and friars; yet was it followed by many good 
effects, which, having ceafed by the fuppreffion of mo- 
nafteries, were much regretted by the people of England, 
The monks, always refiding in their convents, in the 
centre of their eftates, fpent their money in the provinces 
and among their tenants, afforded a ready market for 
commodities, were a fure refource to the poor and indi- 
gent; and though their hofpitality and charity gave but 
too much encouragement to idlenefs, and prevented the 

encreafe of public riches, yet did it provide, to many, 4 
; relief 
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telief from the extreme preflures of want and neceffity, CH A P, 
At is alfo obfervable, that, as the friars were limited, by = = 
the rules of their inftitution, to a certain mode of liv- 1549» 
ing, they had not equal motives for extortion with other 
men; and they were acknowledged to have been in 
England, as they ftill are in Roman catholic countries, 
the beft and moft indulgent landlords. The abbots and 
priors were permitted to give leafes at an under-value, 
and to receive, in return, a large prefent from the te- 
nant; in the fame manner as is ftill practifed by the bi- 
fhops and colleges. But when the abbey-lands were 
diftributed among the principal nobility and courtiers, they 
fell under a different management: The rents of farms 
were raifed, while the tenants found not the fame facility 
in difpofing of the produce; the money was often {pent 
in the capital ; and the farmers, living at a diftance, were 
expofed to oppreffion from their new matters, or to the ftill 
greater rapacity of the ftewards, 

THESE grievances of the common people were at that 
time heightened ‘by other caufes. The arts of manu- 
facture were much more advanced in other European 
countries than in England; and even in England thefe 
arts had made greater progrefs than the knowledge of 
agriculture; a profeffion, which, of all mechanical em- 


ployments, requires the moft refle€tion and experience, 
A great demand arofe for wool both abroad and at 
home: Pafturage was found more profitable than une 
fkilful tillage: Whole eftates were laid wafte by inclo- 
fures: The tenants regarded as a ufelefs burden, were ex 
pelled their habitations : Even the cottagers, deprived of 
the commons, on which they formerly fed their cattle, 
were reduced to mifery: And a decay of people, as 
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well as a diminution of the former plenty, was remarked 
jn the kingdom *, This grievance was now of an old 
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tes,. that he had been obliged to ye 
> pernicious expedient of debaf- 
ie wars, in which the protector had 


had induced him to carry ftill farther the 


{fame ahufe. The ufual confequences enfued: The good 
£ was hoarded or exported; bafe meta] was coined 
at | or imported from abroad in great abundance ; 
t common people, who received their wages in it, 
could not purchafe commodities at the ufual rates; a 
univerfal diffidence and ‘ftaenaticn of commerce took 
plac nd loud complaints were heard in every part of 
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THE protector who loved popularity, and pitied the 
condition of the people, encouraged thefe complaints by 
his endeavours to redrefs them. He appointed a cOm- 
miffion for making enquiry concerning inclofures; and 
iffued a proclamation, ordering all late inclofures to be 
Jaid open -by a day appointed. The populace, meeting 
with fuch countenance from government, began to rife 
in feveral places, and to commit diforders, but were 
quieted by remonftrances and perfuafion, In order to 
give them greater fatisfaction, Somerfet appointed new 
commiffioners; whom he fent every where, with an un- 
limited. power ‘to hear and determine all caufes about in- 
clofures, highways, and cottages‘. As this commif- 
fion was difagreeable to the gentry and nobility, they 
ftigmatized it as arbitrary and illegal ; and the common 
people, fearing it would be eluded, and being impatient 
‘or immediate redrefs, could no longer contain their fury, 
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but fought. for 


began at once in feveral parts of Eng 
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remedy by force of arms, The rifing rnfurrece 


land, as if an uni- 4 


verfal confpiracy had been formed by the commonaity, ' 


The rebels in Wiltfhire were difperfed by Sir William 
Herbert: Thofe in the neighbouring counties, Oxford 
and Glocefter, by lord Gray of Wilton, Many of the 
rioters were killed in the field : Others were executed by 
martial law. The commotions in Hampfhire, Suffex, 
Kent, and other counties, were quieted by gentler expe- 
dients ; but the diforders in Devonfhire and Norfolk threat- 
ed more dangerous coniequences. 

THE commonalty in Devonfhire began with the ufuaj 
complaints againft inclofures and againft oppreffions from 
the gentry ; but the parith prieft of Sampford-Courtenay 
had the addrefs to give their difcontent a direction towards 
religion; and the delicacy of the fubje€t, in the prefent 
emergency, made the infurrection immediately appear 

t Burnet, vol. ii, p» 115+ Strype, vol, ii. p. 171. 
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CH BPs formidable. In other counties, the gentry had kept clofely 


AAA 


———/ united with government; but here many of them took 


15496 


part with the populace; among others, Humphry Arun- 
del, governor of St. Michael’s Mount. The rioters 
were brought into the form of a regular army, which 
amounted to the number of ten thoufand. Lord Ruffel 
had been fent againft them at the head of a {mall force; 
but finding himfelf too weak to encounter them in 
the field, he kept at a diftance, and began to negoe 
ciate with them; in hopes of eluding their fury by de. 
Jay, and of difperfing them by the difficulty of their fub- 
fifting ina body. ‘Their demands were, that the mafg 
fhould be reftored, half of the abbey-lands refumed, the 
law of the fix articles executed, holy water and holy 
bread refpected, and all other particular grievances re- 
drefled *, ~The council to whom Ruflel tranfmitted thefe 
demands, fent a haughty anfwer ; commanded the rebels 
to difperfe, and promifed them pardon upon their ime 
mediate fubmiffion. Enraged at this difappointment, 
they marched to Exeter; carrying before them. croflesy 
banners, holy-water, candlefticks, and other implements 
of ancient fuperftition; together with the-hofte, which 
they covertd with a canopy ¥. The citizens of Exe- 
ter fhut their gates ; and the rebels, as they had no can- 
non, endeavoured to take the place, firft by fcalade, then 
by mining, but were repulfed in every attempt. Ruffel 
meanwhile lay at Honiton, till reinforced by Sir William 
Herbert, and lord Gray, with fome German horfe, and 
fome Italian arquebufiers under Battifta Spinola. He 
then refolved to attempt the relief of Exeter, which was 
now reduced to extremities. He attacked the rebels, 
drove them from all their pofts, did great execution 
upon them. both in the action and purfuit *, and took 

u Hayward, p.292. Hollinghhed, p. 1cog, Fox, vol. ii. pe 666. Mem. 
Cranm. p. 185. W Heylin, p. 76, X Stowe’s Annals, ps 597s 
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many prifoners, Arundel and the other leaders were © H A P. 
fent to London, tried and executed. Many of the infe- Reteigs 
rior fort were put to death by martial law ¥: The vicar 1549 
of St, Thomas, one of the principal incendiaries, was 
hanged on the top of his own fteeple, arrayed in his poe 
pith weeds, with his beads at his girdle +, 

The infurreGtion in Norfolk rofe to a ftill greater 
height, and was attended with greater acts of violence 
The populace were at firft excited, as in other places, 
by complaints againft inclofures; but finding their num- 
bers amount to twenty thoufand, they grew infolent, and 
proceeded to more exorbitant pretenfions, They required 
the fuppreffion of the gentry, the placing of new coun- 
fellors about the king, and the re-eftablifhment of the 
ancient rites. One Ket, a tanner, had affumed the go- 
vernment over them, and he exercifed his authority with 
the utmoft arrogance and outrage. Having taken pof- 
fefion of Moufhold-Hill near Norwich, he ere&ed his 
tribunal under an old oak, thence called the oak of re- 
formation ; and fummoning the gentry to appear before 
him, he gave fuch decrees as might be expected from his 
character and fituation. ‘The marquis of Northampton 
was firft ordered againft him; but met with a repulfe, in 
an aétion, where lord Sheffield was killed *. The pro- 
tector affected popularity, and cared not to appear in per- 
fon againft the rebels: He therefore fent the earl of 
Warwic at the head of 6000 men, levied for the wars 
againft Scotland; and he thereby afforded his mortal 
enemy an opportunity of encreafing his reputation and 
character. Warwic, having tried fome fkirmifhes with 
the rebels, at laft made a general attack upon them, and 
put them to flight. Two thoufand fell in the action and 
purfuit; Ket was hanged at Norwich caftle ; nirie of his 
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followers on the boughs of the oak of reformation; and 


WwW — the infurre€tion was entirely fupprefled. Some rebels in 


3549+ 


Condu& of 


the warwith 


Yorkfhire, learning the fate of their companions, accept- 
ed the offers of pardon, and threw down their arms. A 
general indemnity was foon after publifhed by the pro- 
tector >, 

But though the infurrections were thus quickly fub. 
dued in England, and no traces of them feemed to re- 
main, they were attended with bad confequences to the 
foreign interefts of the nation. ‘The forces of the earl 
of Warwic, which might haye made a great impreflion 
on Scotland, were diverted from that enterprize; and the 
French general had Icifure to reduce that country to fome 
fettlement and compofure. He took the fortrefs of 
Broughty, and put the garrifon to the fword. He ftrait- 
ened the Englifh at Haddington ; and though lord 
Dacres was enabled to throw relief into the place, and 
to reinforce the garrifon, it was found at laft very charge- 
able, and even impracticable, to keep pofleffion of that 
fortrefs. Ihe whole country in the neighbourhood was 
Jaid wafte by the inroads both of the Scots and Englith, 
and could afford no fupply to the garrifon: The place 
lay above thirty miles from the borders ; fo that a regular 
army was neceflary to efcort any provifions thither ; And 
as the plague had broken out among the troops, they 
perifhed daily, and were reduced to a ftate of great weak- 
nefs.. For thefe reafons, orders were given to difmantle 
Haddington, and to convey the artillery and garrifon to 
Berwic ; and the earl of Rutland, now created warden 
of the eaft marches, executed the orders, 


THE king of France alfo took adv antage of the dif- 


tractions among the Englifh, and made an attempt to 
recover Boulogne, and that territory, which Henry VII. 


had 
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had conquered from France. On other pretences, he C_H A P. 


aflembled an army ; and falling fuddenly upon the Bou- 
lonnois, took the eaftles of Sellaque, Blacknefs, and 
Ambleteufe, though well fupplied with garrifons, ammu- 
nition, and provifions *«, He-endeavoured to furprize 
Boulenberg, and was repulfed; but the garrifon, not 
thinking the place tenable after the lofs of the other for- 
trefles, deftroyed the works, and retired to Boulogne. 
The rains, which fell in great abundance during the au- 
tumn, and a peftilential diftemper, which broke out in 
the French camp, deprived Henry of all hopes of fuccefs 
againft Boulogne itfelf; and he retired to Paris4, He 
left the command of the army to Gafpar de Coligny, lord 
of Chatillon, fo famous afterwards by the name of admi- 
ral Coligny ; and he gave him orders to form the fiege 
early in the fpring. ‘The active difpofition of this ge- 
neral engaged him to make, during the winter, feveral 
attempts againft the place; but they all proved unfuc- 
cefsful. 

STROZZI, who commanded the French fleet and gal- 
Jeys, endeavoured to make a defcent on Jerfey; but 
meeting there with an Englifh fleet, he commenced an 
action, which feems not to have been decifive, fince the 
hiftorians of the two nations differ in their account of 
the event °. 

As foon as the French war broke out, the protector 
endeavoured to fortify himfelf with the alliance of the 
emperor; and he fent over fecretary Paget to Bruflels, 
where Charles then kept court, in order to affift Sir Phi- 
lip Hobby, the refident ambaflador, in this negociation. 
But that prince had formed a defign of extending his do- 
minions by acting the part of champion for the catholic 
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C H A P. religion ; and though extremely defirous of accepting the 
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, Englith alliance againft France, his capital enemy, he 


3549. 


thought it unfuitable to his other pretenfions to entef 
into ftrict. confederacy with a nation, which had broken 
off all connexions with the church of Rome. He there« 
fore declined the advances of friendfhip from England 3 
and eluded the applications of the ambafladors. An ex- 
aét account is preferved of this negociation in a letter of 
Hobby’s; and it is remarkable, that the emperor, in a 
converfation with the Englifh minifters, afferted that the 
prerogatives of a king of England were more extenfive 
than thofe of a king of France f. Burnet, who preferves 
this letter, fubjoins, as a parallel inftance, that one ob- 
jeGtion, which the Scots made to marrying their queen 
with Edward, was, that all their privileges would be 
{wallowed up by the great prerogative of the kings of 
England &. 

SomMERSET, defpairing of affiftance from the emperor 
was inclined to conclude a peace with France and Scots 
land; and befides that he was not in a condition to 


maintain fuch ruinous wars, he thought, that there no 


_ longer remained any object of hoftility. The Scots had 


fent away their queen; and could not, if ever fo much in- 
clined, complete the marriage contracted with Edward : 
And as Henry VIII. had ftipulated to reftore Boulogne in 
1554, it feemed a matter of fmall moment to anticipate, 
a few years, the execution of the treaty. But when he 
propofed thefe reafons to the council, he met with {trong 
oppofition from his enemies, who, feeing him unable to 
{upport the war, were determined, for that very reafony 
to oppofe all propofals for a pacification. ‘The factions 
ran high in the court of England; and matters were 
drawing to an iffue, fatal to the authority of the pro- 
tector, 
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Arter Somerfet obtained the patent, invefting him C_H A P, 
XXXV. 


with regal authority, he no longer paid any attention to oy 


the opinion of the other executors and counfellors; and _ 1549+, 
being elated with his high dignity, as well as with his en. 
victory at Pinkey, he thought, that every one ought, in 

every thing, to yield to his fentiments. All thofe who 

were not entirely devoted to him, were fure to be ne- 
glected ; whoever oppofed his will received marks of anger 

or contempt ®; and while he fhewed a refolution to go- 

vern every thing, his capacity appeared -not, in any re-~ 

{pect, proportioned to his ambition. Warwic, more 

fubtle and artful, covered more exorbitant views under 

fairer appearances ; and having aflociated himfelf with 
Southampton, who had been re-admitted into the council, 

he formed a ftrong party, who were determined to free 
themfelves from the flavery, impofed on them by the pro- 

tector. 


THE malcontent counfellors found-the difpofition of 
the nation favourable to their defigns. The nobility and 
gentry were in general difpleafed with the preference, 
which Somerfet feemed to have given to the people; and 
as they afcribed all the infults, to which they had been 
lately expofed, to his procraftination, and to the counte- 
nance fhown to the multitude, they apprehended a renewal 
of the fame diforders from his prefent affeétation of popu- 
larity. He had erected a court of requefts in his own houfe 
for the relief of the people !, and he interpofed with the 
judges in their behalf ; a meafure which might be deemed 
illegal, if any exertion of prerogative, at that time, could 
with certainty deferve that appellation. And this at 
tempt, which was a ftretch of power, feemed the more 
impolitic, beeaufe it difgufted the nobles, the fureft fup~ 
port of monarchical authority. 
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Bur though Somerfet courted the people, the intereft, 
which he had formed with them, was in no. degree ans 
fwerable to his expectations. ‘The catholic party, who 
retained influence with the lower ranks, were his declared 
enemies ; and took advantage of every opportunity to de- 
cry his conduct. The attainder and execution of his 
brother bore an odious afpe&t: The introduction of fos 


reign troops into the kingdom, was reprefented in invi« 
dious colours: ‘he great eftate, which he had fuddenly 


acquired, at the expence of the church and of the crown, 
rendered him obnoxious: and the: palace, which he was 
building in the Strand, ferved, by its magnificence, and 
ftill more by other circumftances which attended it, to 
expofe him to the cenfure of the public. The parifh 
church of St. Mary, with three bifhops’ houfes, was 
pulled down, in order to furnifh ground and materials 
for this ftructure: Not content with that facrilege, an 
attempt was made to demolifh St, Margaret’s, Weftmin- 
fter, and to employ the ftones to the fame purpofe; but 
the parifhioners rofe in a tumult, and chaced away the 
protector’s tradefmen. He then laid his hands ona chapel 
in St. Paul’s Church-yard, with a cloifter, and charnel- 
houfe belonging to it; and thefe edifices, together with a 
church of St. John of Jerufalem, were made ufe of to 
raife his palace. What rendered the matter more odious ° 
to the people, was that the tombs and other.menuments 
of the dead were defaced; and the bones, being earried 
away, were buried in unconfecrated ground *, 

Aut thefe imprudences were remarked by Somerfet’s 
enemies, who refolved to take advantage of them. Lord 
St. John, prefident of the council, the earls of Warwic, 
Southampton, and Arundel, with five members more, 
met at Ely-houfe; and afluming to themfelves the whole 


k Heylin, p, 72, 73+ Stowe’s Survey of London, Hayward, p, 303+ 
power 


EDWARD VI 337 


power of the council, began to aé& independantly of the C H’A P. 
protector, whom they reprefented as the author of every eer 
public grievance and misfortune, They wrote letters to 1549. 
the chief nobility and gentry in England, informing them 
of the prefent meafures, and requiring their affiftance: 
They fent for the mayor and aldermen of London, and 
enjoined them to obey their orders, without regard to any 
contrary orders, which they might receive from the duke 
of Somerfet. They laid the fame injun@tions on the 
lieutenant of the Tower, who expreffed his refolution to 
comply with them. Next day, Rich, lord chancellor, 
the marquis of Northampton, the earl of Shrewfbury, 
Sir Thomas Cheney, Sir John Gage, Sir Ralph Sadler, 
and. chief juftice Montague, joined the malcontent coun- 
fellors ; and every thing bore a bad afpe& for the protec- 
tor’s authority. Secretary Petre, whom he had fent to 
treat with the council, rather chofe to remain with them ~ 
The. common council of the city, being applied to, de- 
clared with one voice their approbation of the new mea- 
fures, and their refolution of fupporting them |, . 
As foon as the protector heard of the defeétion of the 
counfellors, he removed the king from Hampton-court, 
where he then refided, to the cattle of Windfor ; and, 
arming his friends and fervants, feemed refolute to defend 
himfelf againft all his enemies. But finding, that no 
man of rank, except Cranmer and Paget, adhered to him, 
that the people did not rife at his fummons, that the 
City and Tower had declared againft him, that even his 
beft friends had deferted him, he loft all hopes of fuccefs, 
and began to apply to his enemies for pardon and for- 
givenefs.. No fooner was this defpondency known, than 
lord Ruffel, Sir John Baker, fpeaker of the houfe of com- 
mons, and three counfellors more, who had hitherto re- 
mained neuters, joined the party of Warwic, whom every 
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one now regarded as mafter. "The council informed the 


wet y public, by proclamation, of their actions and intentions ; 
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they wrote to the princefles, Mary and Elizabeth, to the 
fame purpofe; and they made addrefles to the king, in 
which, after the humbleft proteftations of duty and fub- 
miffion, they informed him, that they were the council 
appointed by his father, for the government of the king- 
dom during his minority ; that they had chofen the duke 
of Somerfet protector, under the exprefs condition, that 
he fhould guide himfelf by their advice and direction; 
that he had ufurped the whole authority, and had neglect. 
ed, and even in every thing oppofed, their counfel ; that 
he had proceeded to that height of prefumption, as to 
levy forces againft them, and place thefe forces about his 
majefty’s perfon: They therefore begged, that they 
might be admitted to his royal prefence, that he would 
be pleafed to reftore them to his confidence, and that So- 
mer(et’s fervants might be difmiffed. Their requeft was 
complied with : Somerfet capitulated only for gentle treat- 
ment, which was promifed him. He was, however, fent 
to the Tower ™, with fome of his friends and partizans, 
among: whom was Cecil, afterwards fo much diftinguifh- 
ed. “Articles of indi€&tment were exhibited againft him®; 
of which the chief, at leaft the beft founded, is his ufur- 
pation of the government, and his taking into his own 
hands the whole adminiftration of affairs. ‘The claufe of 
his patent, which invefted him with abfolute power, un- 
limited by any law, was never objected to him; plainly, 
becaufe, according to the fentiments of thofe times, that 


power was, in fome degree, involved in the very idea of 
regal authority. 


Tue catholics were extremely elated with this revo- 
lution and as they had afcribed all the late innovations 
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to Somerfet’s authority, they hoped, that his fall would pa, 
prepare the way for the return of the ancient religion. ay 
But Warwic, who now bore chief fway in the council, 1549 
was entirely indifferent with regard to all thele points of 
controverfy; and finding, that the principles of the re- 
formation had funk deeper into Edward’s mind than to be 

eafily eradicated, he was determined to comply with the 


young prince’s inclinations, and not to hazard his new ace 


quired power by any dangerous enterprize, He took care 
very early to exprefs his intentions of fupporting the refor~ 
mation ; and he threw fuch difcouragements on Southamp- 
ton, who ftood at the head of the Romanifts, and whom 
he confidered as a dangerous rival, that the high-fpirited 
nobleman ‘retired from the council, and foon after died 
from vexation and difappointment.. The other counfel- 
Jors, who had concurred in the revolution, received thei 

reward by promotions and new honours. Ruflel was cte= 


ated earl of Bedford : The marquis of Northampton 
obtained the office of great chamberlain; and lord Went- 
worth, befides the office of chamberlain of the houfehold, 
got two large manors, Stepney and Hackney, which were 
torne from the fee of London °. A council of regency 
was formed, not that which Henry’s will had appointed 
for the government of the kingdom, and which, being 
founded on an act of parliament, was the only legal one; 
but compofed chiefly of members, who had formerly been 
appointed by Somerfet, and who derived their feat from 
an authority, which was now declared ufurped and ille- 
gal. But fuch niceties were, during that age, little un- 
derftood, and ftill lefs regarded, in England. 

A SEsSIoN of parliament was held; and as it was the 


4th Nov, 
ufual maxim of that aflembly to acquiefce in every admi- A parlia- 


d 


: : : : ment. 
niftration which was eftablifhed, the council dreaded no ™** 
eppofition from that quarter, and had more reafon to look 


© Heylin, p; 85. Rymer, tom. xv p, 226, 
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C HA P. for acorroboration of their authority. Somerfet had been 


¥. é ; 
ate prevailed on to confefs, on his knees, before the council, 
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all the articles of charge againit him; and he imputed 
thefe mifdemeanors to his own rafhnelfs, folly, and indif- 
cretion, not to any malignity of intention ?,. He even 
fub{cribed this confeflion; and the paper was given in to 
parliament, who, after fending a committee to examine 
him, and hear him acknowledge it to be genuine, pafled 
a vote, by which they deprived him of all his offices, and 
fined him two thoufand pounds a year in land. Lord St, 
John was created treafurer in his place, and Warwic earl 
marfhal. The profecution againft him was carried no 
farther. His fine was remitted by the king: He recover- 
ed his liberty: And Warwic, thinking that he was now 
fufficiently humbled, and that his authority was much 
leflened by his late tame and abject behaviour, re-admit- 
ted him into the council, and even agreed to an alliance 
between their families, by the marriage of his own fon, 
lord Dudley, with the lady Jane Seymour, daughter of 
Somerfet 4, 

During this feffion a fevere law was pafled againft 
riots *. It was enacted, that if any, to the number of 
twelve perfons, fhould meet together for any matter of 
ftate, and being required by a lawful magiftrate, fhould 
not difperfe, it fhould be treafon: and if any broke 
hedges, or violently pulled up pales about inclofures, 
without lawful authority, it fhould be felony: Any at- 
tempt to kill a privy counfellor was fubjected to the fame 
penalty. The bifhops had made an application, com- 
plaining, that they were deprived of all their power, by 
the encroachments of the civil courts, and the prefent 
fufpenfion of the canon law; that they could fummon no 

~ offender before them, punifh no vice, or exert the dif- 
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cipline of the church: From which diminution of their © H A P. 
authority, they pretended, immorality had every where oe 
received great encouragement and encreafe.’ The defign 1549. 
of fome was, to revive the penitentiary rules of the pri- 
mitive church: But others thought, that fuch an autho- 
rity committed to the bifhops, would prove more op- 
preflive than confeffion, penance, and all the clerical 
inventions of the Romifh fuperftition, The parliament, 
for the prefent, contented themfelves with empowering 
the king to appoint thirty-two commiffioners to compile a 
body of canon laws, which were to be valid, though ne- 
ver ratified by parliament. Such implicit truft did they 
repofe in. the crown; without reflecting that all their li- 
berties and properties might be affected by thefe ca- 
nons*, The king did not live to affix the royal fanétion to 
the new canons, Sir John Sharington, whofe crimes and 


malverfations had appeared fo egregious at the condemn- 
ation of lord Seymour, obtained from parliament a re- 
verfal of his attainder*. This man fought favour with 
the more zealous reformers; and bifhop Latimer affirmed, 
that, though formerly he had been a moft notorious knave, 
he was now fo penitent, that he had become a very honeft 


man. 


WHEN Warwic and the council of regency began tO ooo, 
exercife their power, they found themfelves involved in France and 
the fame difficulties, that had embarrafled the proteétor, 5°'!n4- 
The wars with France and Scotland could not be fup- 
ported by an exhaufted exchequer; feemed dangerous to 
a divided nation; and were now acknowledged not to 
have any object, which even the greateft and moft uninter- 
rupted fuccefs could attain. The project of peace, enter- 
tained by Somerfet, had ferved them as a pretence for 


clamour againft his adminiftration ; yet after fending Sir 
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a Ap Thomas Cheney to the emperor, and making again a 
XXXV. ’ : ¥ 4 a : > 
Uy fruitlefs effort to engage him in the. protection. of Bou- 


1550. logne, they found themfelves obliged to liften to the ads 
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be ot vances, which Henry made them, by the canal of Guidotti, 
a Florentine merchant. .The earl of Bedford, Sir John 
@) 
4 


‘ Mafon, Paget, and. Petre, were fent over to Boulogne, 


with full powers to negociate. The French king abfo- 


/ 


lutely refufed to pay the two millions of crowns, which 
} ) 
i ] 


his predeceflor had acknowledged to be due to the crown 


of England, as arrears of penhonss and faid, that he ne-_ 
ver would confent to render himfelf tributary to any 

Boulogne prince: But he offered a fum for the immediate reftitu- 

8 tion of Boulogne ; and four hundred thoufand. crowns 

ofits Mabe, EEE at laft agreed-on, one half.to be paid immediately, 
the other in Auguft following. » Six hoftages -were given 
for the performance of this article. Scotland..was com- 
prehended in the treaty : The Englith ftipulated to reftore 
Lauder and Dunglas, and to demolifh the. fortrefles. of 
Roxburgh and Eymouth ", ‘No fooner was peace con- 
cluded with.France, than a projet was-entertained. of a 
clofe alliance with that kingdom; and Henry w_llingly 
embraced a propofal fo fuitable both to his interefts and his 
inclinations. An.agreement, fome time after, was formed 
for a marriage between Edward and Elizabeth, a daughter 
of France; and all the articles were, after alittle nego- 
ciation, fully fettled *; But this project never took ef- 
fect. 

THE intention of marrying the king to a daughter of 
Henry, a violent perfecutor of the -proteftants, was no 
wife acceptable tq that party in England: But invall other 
refpeéts, the council was fteady in promoting the, reform- 
ation, and in enforcing the Jaws againft the Romanifts, 
Several prelates were ftill addicted to that communion 3 

u-Burnet, vols ii: p.148, Hayward, 310, 311, 312. Rymer, vol, x¥e 
pe 291. W Huyward, p. 318,  Heylin, p. 104. Rya.er, tom, xve 
p: 293+ | 
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and though they made fome compliances, in order to fayeC_H_A P. 
their bifhoprics, they retarded, as much as they fafely 
could, the execution of the new laws, and gave counte- 155% 
nance to fuch incumbents as were negligent or refractory, 
A refolution was therefore taken to feek pretences for de- 
priving thofe prelates; and the execution of this intention 
was the more eafy, as they had all of them been obliged 
to take commiffions, in which it was declared, that the 
held their fees during the king’s pleafure only. It was 
thought proper to begin with Gardiner, in order to {trike 
1 terror into the reft. The method of proceeding againft 
him was violent, and had fcarcely any colour of law or 
uftice. Injunétions had been given him to inculcate, 
in a fermon, the duty of obedience to a king, even during 
ns minority; and becaufe he had negleéted this topic, he 
1ad_ been thrown into prifon, and had been there detained 
luring two years, without being accufed of any crime, 
‘xcept difobedience to this arbitrary command. The 
luke of Somerfet,. fecretary Petre, and fome others of the 
‘ouncil, were now fent, in order to try his temper, and 
‘ndeavour to find: fome grounds for depriving him: He 
tofefled to them his intention of conforming to the go~ 
‘ernment, of fupporting the king’s laws, and of officiat- 
ng by the new liturgy. This was not the difpofition 
which they expected or defired *. A new deputation was 
herefore fent, who carried him feveral articles to fub{cribe, 
Je was required to acknowledge his former mifbehaviour, 
ind to confefs the juftice of his confinement: He was 
ikewife to own, that the king was fupreme head of the 
thurch ; that the power of making and difpenfing with 
iolidays was part of the prerogative; that the book of 


common-prayer was’a godly and commendable form ; 
hat the king was a complete fovereign in his minority ; 
hat the law of the fix articles was juftly repealed 3 and 
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CHA P.that the king had full authority to correct and reform 
\ , what was amifs in ecclefiaftical difcipline, government, or 


do@rine. The’ bifhop was willing to fet his hand to all 
the articles except the firft: He maintained his condué 
to have been inoffenfive ; and declared that he would not 
own himfelf guilty of faults, which he had never com- 
mitted y. 

Tue council, finding that he had gone fuch lengths, 
were determined to prevent his full compliance by mul- 
tiplying the difficulties upon him, and fending him new 
articles to fubfcribe. A lift was feleéted of fuch points 
as they thought would be the hardeft of digeftion; and 
not content with this rigour, they alfo infifted on his fub- 
miffion, and his acknowledgment of paft errors: To 
make this fubfcription more mortifying, they demanded a 
promife, that he would recommend and publifh all thefe 
articles from the pulpit: But Gardiner, who faw, that 
they intended either to ruin or difhonour him, or per- 
haps both, determined not to gratify his enemies by any 
farther:compliance : He ftill maintained his innocence ; 
defired a fair trial ; and refufed to fubfcribe more articles, 
till he fhould recover his liberty, For this pretended of- 
fence his bifhopric was put under fequeftration for three 
months ; and as he then appeared no more compliant 
than before, a commiffion was appointed to try, or, more 
properly fpeaking, to condemn him. The commiffio- 
ners were, the primate, the bifhops of London, Ely, and 
Lincoln, fecretary Petre, Sir James Hales, and fome 
other lawyers. -Gardiner objected to the legality of the 
commiffion, which was not founded ‘on’ any ftatute or 
precedent ; and he appealed from the commiffioners to the 
king. . His’appeal was not regarded: Sentence was pro- 
nounced againft him: He was deprived of his bifhopric, 
and committed to clofe cuftedy : His books and papers 


y Collier, vol, ii, p. 305, from the council books, Heylin, p. 99 
f were 


EE — ae eS 


ED. .W, Asko ate 345 


were feized ; he was fecluded from all company ; and it C.H.A P, 
rt 


2 “ . KXXYV. 
was not allowed him either to fend or receive any letters (tise teat 
or meflages *. 155%. 


GARDINER, as well as the other prelates, had agreed 
to hold his office during the king’s pleafure: But the 
council, unwilling to make ufe of a conceffion, which 


had been fo illegally and arbitrarily extorted, chofe rather 


to employ fome forms of juftice; a refolution, which led 
them to commit {till greater iniquities and feverities. But 
the violence .of the reformers did not ftop here. Day, 
bifhop of Chichefter, Heathe of _Worcefter, and Voifey 
of Exeter, were deprived of their bifhoprics, on pretence 
of difobedience. Even Kitchen of Landatf, Capon of 
Salifbury, and Samfon of Coventry, though they had 
complied in every thing, yet not being fuppofed cordial 
in their obedience, were obliged to feek protection, by 
facrificing the moft confiderable revenues of their fee to 
the rapacious courtiers *, 

THESsE plunderers neglected not even fmaller profits. 
An order was iflued by council, for purging the library 
at Weftminfter of all miffals, legends, and other fuper- 
ftitious volumes, and delivering their garniture to Sir An- 
thony Aucher >. Many of thefe books were plaited with 
gold and filver, and curioufly embofled ; and this finery 
was probably the fuperftition that condemned them, 
Great havoc was likewife made on the libraries at Ox- 
ford. Books and manu(cripts were deftroyed withaut 
diftin&tion: The volumes of divinity fuffered for their 
rich binding: Thofe of literature were condemned as 
ufelefs: Thofe of geometry and aftronomy were fuppofed 
to contain nothing but necromancy.*. The univerfity 
had not power to oppofe thefe barbarous violences: They 
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CH AP were ‘in dinger of lofing their own revenues; and ex- 
U_— pected every moment to be fwallowed up by the earl of 


Warwic aad his aflociates. 

‘THOUGH every one befides yielded to the authority of 
the council, the lady Mary could never be brought to 
compliance; and fhe ftill continued to adhere to the mafs, 
and to reje% the new liturgy. Her behaviour was, dur- 
ing fome te, connived at; but, at laft, her two chap- 
Jains, Malet and Berkeley, were thrown into prifon °; 
and remontrances were made to the princefs herfelf on 
account of her difobedience. The «council wrote hera 
letter, by vhich they endeavoured to make her change her 
fentiments, and to perfuade her, that her religious faith 
was very il grounded. ‘They afked her, what warrant 
there was mn Scripture for prayers in an unknown tongue, 
the ufe of images, or offering up the facrament for the 
dead ; and they defired her to perufe St. Auftin, and the 
other ancieit doCtors, who would convince her of theerrors 
of the Ronifh fuperftition, and prove that it was founded 
merely on alfe miracles and lying ftories ‘. ~ ‘The lady. 
Mary remained obftinate againft all this advice, and de- 
clared herfdf willing to endure death rather than relin- 
quifh her «ligion: ‘She only feared, fhe faid, that fhe 
was not worthy to fuffer martyrdom in fo holy a caufe: 
And as fot proteftant books, fhe thanked God, that, as 
fhe never hid, fo fhe hoped never to read any of them. 
Dreading farther violence, fhe endeavoured to make an 
efcape to hir kinfman Charles; but her defign was dif- 
covered and prevented §. The emperor remonftrated in 
her behalf, and even threatened hoftilities, if liberty of 
confcience were refufed her: But though the council, 
fenfible tha! the kingdom was in no condition to fupport, 
with honou’, fuch a war, was defirous to comply; they 
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found great difficulty to overcome the fcrujles of the 
young king. . He had been educated in fuch aviolent ab- 
horrence of the mafs and other popifh rites, which He 
regarded as impious and idolatrous, that he flould parti- 
cipate, he thought, in the fin, if he allowed is commif< 
fion : And when at laft the importunity of Craimer, Rid- 
ley, and Poinet, prevailed fomewhat over his oppofition, 
he burft into tears; lamenting his fifter’s obfinacy,: and 
bewailing his own hard fate, that he muft fufferier to con- 
tinue in fuch an abominable mode of worfhip. 

THe great object, at this time, of antipathyamong the 
proteftant fects, was popery, or, more properlr fpeaking, 
the papifts. Thefe they regarded as the comnon enemy, 
who threatened every moment. to overwhelm the evange-= 
lical: faith, and deftroy its partizans by fire ad fword : 
They had not as yet had leifure to attend to the other 
minute differences among themfelves, which afterwards 
became the object of fuch furious quarrels and nimofities, 
and threw the whole kingdom into combuftior. © Several 
Lutheran divines, who had reputation in thok days, Bus 
cer, Peter Martyr, and others, were induced ts take fhel- 
ter in England, from the perfecutions, which tie emperor 
exercifed in Germany; and they received proeétion and 
encouragement. John A-lafco, a Polifh noeman, be- 
ing expelled his country by the rigours of the ¢atholics, 
fettled, during fome time, at Embden in Eaft-Friezland, 
where he became preacher toa congregation of the re- 
formed. Forefeeing the perfecutions which enfued, he 
removed to England, and brought his congregition along 
with him.’ The council, who regarded then as induf- 
trious, ufeful people, and defired to invite ovir others of 
the fame character, not only gave them the church. of 
Auguftine friars for the exercife of their reigion, but 
granted them a charter, by which they were eected into 
a corporation, confifting of a fuperintendant ad four af- 
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CBA fifting minifters... This ecclefiaftical eftablifhment was 


We Quite independent of the church of England, and differed 
455% from it in fome rites and ceremonies. 


“Y TuEsE differences among the proteftants were matter 
of triumph to the catholics ; who infifted, that the mo- 
ment men departed from the authority of the church, they 
loft, all criterion of truth and falfhood in matters of relic 
gion, and muft be carried away by every wind of doc- 
trine. The.continual variations of every fect of protef- 
tants afforded them. the fame: topic of reafoning. The : 
book of Common Prayer {uffered jin England a new revi- 
fal, and, fome. rites and ceremonies, which had given of- 
fence, were omitted!, The fpeculative doctrines, or the 
metaphyfics of the religion, were alfo reduced to forty- 
two articles. ‘Thefe were intended to obviate farther divi- 
fions and variations ; and the compiling of them had been 
poftponed till the eftablifhment of the liturgy, which was 
juftly regarded as a more material object to the people. 
The eternity of: hell torments is afferted in this confeffion 
of faith; and care is alfo taken to inculcate, not only 
that no heathen, how virtuous foever, can efcape an ends 
lefs ftate of the moft exquifite mifery, but alfo that every 
one who prefumes. to maintain, that any pagan can pol 
fibly be faved,.is himf{elf expofed to the penalty of eternal: 
perdition.*, 

Tue theological zeal of the council, though feemingly 
fervent, went. not fo far as to make them negleé& their’ 
own temporal concerns, which feem to have ever been 
uppermott in their thoughts : They even found leifure to 
attend to the. public intereft; nay, to the commerce of 
the nations which was, at that time, very little the ob- 
ject of general ftudy or attention. The trade of England 
had. anciently been’ carried on altogether by foreigners,: 


h Mem, Cranm. p, 234. i Mem. Cranm, p, 289. 
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chiefly 
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chiefly the inhabitants of the Hanfe-towns, or Eafterlings, 
as they were called; and in order to encourage thefe 
merchants to fettle in England, they had been ereéted 
into a corporation by Henry III. had obtained a patent, 
were endowed with privileges, and were exempted from 
feveral heavy duties paid by other aliens. So ignorant 
were the Englifh of commerce, that this company, 
ally denominated the merchants of the Stil-yard, en- 
grofled, even down to the reign of Edward, almoft the 
whole foreign trade of the kingdom; and as they naturally 
employed the fhipping of their own country, the naviga- 
tion of England was alfo in a very languifhing condition, 
It was therefore thought proper by the council to feek 
pretences for annulling the privileges of this corporation, 
privileges which put them nearly on an equal footing 
with Englifhmen in the duties which they paid; and as 
fuch patents were, during that age, granted by the abfoe 
lute power of the king, men were the.lefs furprized to 
find them revoked by the fame authority. Several remon- 
ftrances were made againft this innovation, by Lubec, 
Hamburgh, and other Hanfe-towns ; but the council per- 
fevered in their refolution, and the good effects of it foon 
became vifible to the nation. The Englith merchants, 
by their very fituation as natives, had advantages above 
foreigners in the purchafe of cloth, wool, and other come 
modities ; though thefe advantages had not hitherto been 
fufficient to rouze their induftry, or engage them to be- 
come rivals to this opulent company : But when aliens’ 
duty was alfo impofed upon all foreigners indifcriminately, 
the Englifh were tempted to enter into commerce; and a 
{pirit of induftry began to appear in the kingdom |, 
AzouT the fame time a treaty was made with Gufta- 
vus Ericfon, king of Sweden, by which it was ftipulated, 
that, if he fent bullion inte England, he might export 
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phe A Englith commodities without paying cuftom ; that he 

——, fhould carry bullion to. no other prince; that if he fent 

155% ozimus, fteel, copper, &c. he fhould pay cuftom for Eng. 

lith commodities as an Englifhman ; and that, if he fent 

other merchandize, he fhould have free intercourfe, pay- 

ing cuftom as a ftranger™. The bullion fent over by 

Sweden, though it could not be in great quantity, fet the 

mint at work: Good fpecie was. coined: And much of 

the bafe metal, formerly iffued, was recalled : A circum- 

ftance which tended extremely to the encouragement of 
commerce. 

patra Bur all thefe fchemes for. promoting induftry were 

Northum- likely to prove abortive, by the fear of domettic cone 

berland, = vulfions, arifing from the ambition of Warwic,. That 

nobleman, not contented with the ftation which he had 

attained, carried farther his pretenfions, and had gain- 

a ih ed partizans, who were difpofed to fecond him in every 

as enterprize. The laft earl of Northumberland died 

without iffue; and as Sir Thomas Piercy, his  bro- 

a ther, had been attainted On account of the fhare, which 

4 Be he had in the Yorkfhire infurreCtion during the late reign, 

the title was at prefent extinét, and the eftate was vefted 

in the crown. Warwic now procured to himfelf a grant 

of thofe ample poffeffions, which lay chiefly in the North, 

the moft warlike part of the kingdom; and he was digni- 

fied with the title of duke of Northumberland. His friend, 

Paulet, lord St. John, the treafurer, was created, firft, earl 

of Wiltfhire, then marquis of Winchefter : Sir William 

Herbert obtained the title of earl of Pembroke. 

ech His ambi © BUT the ambition of Northumberland made him re- 

Fh . i tion. gard all encreafeof pofleffions and titles, either to himfelfor 

dh os if his partizans, as fteps only to farther acquifitions, Find- 


oe ing that Somerfet, though degraded from his dignity, and 
even leffened in the public opinion by his fpiritlefs con- 
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duct, ftill enjoyed a confiderable fhare of popularity, he ase 
determined to.ruin the man, whom he regarded as the chief 
obftacle to the attainment of his hopes. The alliance, 155% 
which had been contracted between the families, had pro- 
duced no cordial union, and only enabled Northumber- 
land to compafs with more certainty the deftrution of his 
rival. He fecretly gained many of the friends and fer- 
vants of that unhappy nobleman: He fometimes terrified 
him by the appearance of danger: Sometimes provoked 
him by ill ufage. The unguarded Somerfet often broke 
out into menacing expredfions againft Northumberland : 
At other times, he formed rath projects, which he imme- 
diately abandoned : His treacherous confidents carried to 
his enemy every paffionate word, which dropped from 
him: They revealed the fchemes, which they themfelves 
had firft fuggefted": And Northumberland, thinking that 
the proper feafon was now come, began to act in an open 
manner againft him. 

In one night, the duke of Somerfet, lord Grey, David 16th O&ob. 
and John Seymour, Hammond and Neudigate, two of the 
duke’s fervants, Sir Ralph Vane and Sir Thomas Palmer, 
were arrefted and committed to cuftody, Next day, the 
dutchefs of Somerfet, with her favourites, Crane and his 
wife, Sir Miles Partridge, Sir Michael Stanhope, Banni- 
fter, and others, was thrown into prifon. Sir Thomas 
Palmer, who had all along acted.as a {py upon Somerfet, 
accufed him of having formed a defign to raife an infur- 
rection in the north, to attack the gens .d’armes on a 
mufter-day, to fecure the Tower, and to raife a rebellion 
in London: But, what was the only probable accufation, 
he afferted, that Somerfet had once laid a project for mur- 
dering Northumberland, Northampton, and Pembroke at 
a banquet, which was to be givers them by lord Paget. 
Crane and his wife confirmed Palmer’s teftimony with 
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CH A P. regard to this laft defign ; and it appears that fome rafh 
wi - {cheme of that nature had really been mentioned ; though 
1551. no regular confpiracy had been formed, or means pre- 
pared for its execution. Hammond confefled, that the 
duke had armed men to guard him one night in his houfe 
at Greenwich. 

sagen sy Somerset was brought to his trial before the mar- 
quis of Winchefter, created high fteward. Twenty- 
feven peers compofed the jury, among whom were Nor- 
thumberland, Pembroke, and Northampton, whom de- 
cency fhould have hindered from acting as judges in the 
trial of a man, that appeared to be their capital enemys 
Somerfet was accufed of high treafon on account of the 
projected infurrections, and of felony in laying a defign 

to murder privy-counfellors. 

WE have a very imperfedt account of all ftate trials 
during that age, which is a fenfible defect in our hit 
tory: But it appears, that fome more regularity was ob- 
ferved in the management of this profécution than had 

1% Decemb, ufually been employed in like cafes. The witnefles 
were at leaft examined by the privy-council ; and though 
they were neither produced in court, nor confronted with 
the prifoner (circumftances. required by the ftrict prin- 
ciples of equity) their depofitions were given in to the 
jury. The proof feems to have been lame with regard 
to the treafonable part of the charge; and Somerfet’s 
defence was fo fatisfactory, that the peers gave verdict in 
his favour: The intention alone of aflaulting the privy- 
counfellors was fupported by tolerable evidence ; and the 
jury brought him in guilty of felony. The prifoner 
himéelf confeffed, that he had expreffed his intention of 
murdering Northumberland and the other lords ; but had 
not formied ‘any refolution on that head: And when he 
received fentence, he afked pardon of thofe peers for the 
defigns, which he had hearkened to againft them. The 
people, by whom Somerfet was beloved, hearing the 
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firft part of his fentence, by which he was acquitted from CH A P, 
treafon, exprefled their joy by Joud acclamations: Bi 

their fatisfaction was fuddenly damped, on finding that 155", 
he was condemned to death for felony °, 


Care had been taken by Northumberland’s emiflaries, 155% 
to prepoflefs the young king againft his uncle ; and left 
he fhould relent, no accefs was given to any of Somer- 
fet’s friends, and: the prince was kept from refeétion by 
a continued feries of occupations and amufements, At His execu 
Jaft the prifoner was. brought to the {caffuld on Tower- one pe 
hill, amidft great crowds of fpetators, who bore him 
fuch fincere kindnefs, that they entertained, to the laft 
moment, the fond hopes of his pardon’, Many of them 
rufhed in to dip their handkerchiefs in his blood, which 
they long preferved as a precious relique; and fome of 
them foon after, when Northumberland met with a like 
doom, upbraided him with this cruelty, and difplayed to 
him thefe fymbols of his crime. Somerfet indeed, though 
many actions of his life were exceptionable, feemis, in ge- 


neral, to have merited a better fate ; and the faults, which 
he committed, were owing to weaknefs, not to any bad 
intention, His virtues were better calculated for private 
than for public life ; and by his want of penetration and 
firmnefs, he was ill-fitted to extricate himfelf from thiGks 
cabals and violences, to which that age was fo much ad 

dicted. Sir Thomas Arundel, Sir Michae ] Stanhope, Siz 
Miles Partridge, and Sir Ralph Vane, all of them So- 
merfet’s friends, were brought to their trial, condemned 
and executed: Great injuftice feems to have been ufed in 


their profecution. Lord Paget, chancellor of the dutchy, 


~ s] nm ~ 
Was, on fome pretence, tried in the ftar-chamber, anc 


condemned in a fine of 6000 pounds, with the lofs of 
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CH A P. his office. To mortify him the more, he was degraded 


XXXV. 
ee 
3552+ 


22d Jan. 
A parlia- 
ment, 


from the order of the garter; as unworthy, on account 
of his mean birth, to fhare that honour’, Lord Rich, 
chancellor, was alfo compeiled to refign his office, on the 
difcovery of fome marks of friendfhip, which he had 
fhown to Somerfet. 

Tue day after the execution of Somerfet, a feffion of 
parliament was held, in which farther advances were 
made towards the eftablifhment of the reformation. The 
new liturgy was authorifed ; and penalties were enacted 
againft all thofe who abfented themfelves from public wore 
fhip'. To ufe the mafs had already been prohibited un- 
der fevere penalties; fo that the reformers, it appears, 
whatever fcope they had given to their own private judge- 
ment, in difputing the tenets of the ancient religion, 
were refolved not to allow the fame privilege to others ; 
and the practice, nay the very doctrine of toleration, was, 
at that time, equally unknown to all fects and parties. 
To diffent from the religion of the magiftrate, was uni- 
verfally conceived to be as criminal as to queftion his 
title, or rebel againft his authority. 


A LAw was enacted againft ufury; that is, againft — 4 


taking any intereft for money *. ‘This act was the remains 
of ancient fuperttition ; but being found extremely ini- 
quitous in itfelf, as well as prejudicial to commerce, it 
was afterwards repealed in the twelfth of Elizabeth, The 
common rate of intereft, notwithftanding the law, was 
at this time 14 per cent'. 

A BILL was introduced by the miniftry into the houfe 
of lords, renewing thofe rigorous ftatutes of treafon, 
which had been abrogated in the beginning of this reign 5 


‘and though the peers, by their high ftation, flood moft 


expofed to thefe tempefts of ftate, yet had they fo little 


« Stowe, p. 608, 5 5 & 6 Edw. VI, ce te 8 Ibid, cy 20. 
t Hayward, ps 318, 
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fegard to public fecurity, or even to their own true in-C H A P. 
vain wna. RV 

tereft, that they pafled the bill with only one difienting, nine 

voice". But the commons rejeéted it, and prepared a 155% 

new bill, that paffed into alaw, by which it was enaét 

ed, that whoever fhould call the king or any of his heirs, 

named in the ftatute of the 35th of the laft reign, heretic, 

{chifmatic, tyrant, infidel, or ufurper of the crown, fhould 

forfeit, for the firft offence, their goods and chattels, and be 

imprifoned during pleafure ; for the fecond, fhould incur 

a premunire; for the third, fhould be attainted for trea« 

fon. But if any fhould unadvifedly utter fuch a flan~ 


der in writing, printing, painting, carving, of graving, 
he was, for the firft offence, to be held a traitor¥, It 
may be worthy of notice, that the king and his next 
heir, the lady Mary, were profefledly of different reli- 
gions; and religions, which threw on each other the 
imputation of herefy, fchifm, idolatry, profanenefs, blaf- 
phemy, wickednefs, and all the opprobrious epithets that 
religious zeal has invented. It was almoft impofible, 
therefore, for the people, if they fpoke at all on thefe 
fubjects, not to fall into the crime, fo feverely punithed 
by the ftatute; and the jealoufy of the commons for 
liberty, though it led them to reject the bill of treafons, 
fent to them by the lords, appears not to have been very 
active, vigilant, or clear-fighted. 

THE commons annexed to this bill a claufe which 
was of more importance than the bill itfelf, that no one 
fhould be convicted of any kind of treafon, unlefs the 
crime were proved by the oaths of two witnefles, con- 
fronted with the prifoner. ‘The lords, for fome time, 
fcrupled to pafs this claufe; though conformable to the 


moft obvious principles of equity. But the members of 
that houfe trufted for protection to their prefent perfonal 


* Parliamentary Hift, vol. iii, p. 258. Burnet, vol.ii,p., 190. W 5&6 
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Caeee. intereft ‘and power, and neglected the nobleft and moft 
Ls permanent fecurity, that of laws. 
F552 Tue houfe of peers pafled a bill, whofe object was 


making a provifion for the poor ; but the commons, not 
chufing that a money-bill fhould begin in the upper- 
houfe, framed a new aét to the fame purpofe. By this 
act, the church-wardens were empowered to collect cha+ 
ritable contributions ; and if any refufed to give, or dif- 
fuaded others from that charity, the bifhop of the dio- 
cefe was impowered to proceed againft them. Such large 
difcretionary. powers, entrufted to the prelates, feem as 
proper an object of jealoufy as the authority aflumed by 


the peers *. 


THERE was another occafion, in which the parliament 


repofed an unufual confidence in the bifhops. ‘They im- 
powered them. to. proceed againft fuch as neglected the 
Sundays,and holidays ¥. But thefe were unguarded con- 
cefions granted to the church : The general humour of 
the age rather led men to bereave the ecclefiaftics of all 
power, and even to pillage them of their property: Many 
clergymen, about this time, were obliged for a fubfift- 
ence to turn carpenters or taylors, and fome kept ale- 
houfes*. The bifhops themfelves were generally reduced 
to poverty, and held both their revenues and fpiritual 
office by a very precarious and uncertaih tenure. ; 

Tonstat, bifhop of Durham, was one of the moft 
eminent prelates of that age, ftill lefs for the dignity of 
his fee, than for his own perfonal merit; his learning, 
moderation, humanity, and beneficence. He. had: op- 
pofed, by his vote and authority, all innovations in re- 
ligion ; but as foon as they were enacted, he had always 
fubmitted, and had conformed to every theological fyftem, 
which had been eftablifhed. His known probity had 
made this compliance be afcribed, not to-an interefted or 
* Burnet, 


x 5 & 6 Edw, VI, cap. 2, 
wol, li, p. 202. 


¥ Ibid. cap, 3. 


time- 


ae eee. 


E-D W’ A-[-R D “Vs 357 


time-ferving fpirit, but to a fenfe of duty, which Med eee 
him to think, that all private opinion ought to be facri- ~~ 
ficed to the great concern of public peace and tranquil- 155? 
lity. The general regard, paid to his charaéter, had 
protected him from any fevere treatment during the ad- 
miniftration of Somerfet; but when Northumberland 

gained the afcendant, he was thrown into prifon ; and 

as that rapacious nobleman had formed a defign of feizing 

the revenues of the fee of Durham, and of acquiring 
to himfelf a principality in the northern counties, he 
was refolved, in order to effect his purpofe, to deprive 
Tonttal of his bifhopric. A bill of attainder, therefore, 
on pretence of mifprifion of treafon, was introduced into 
the houfe of peers againft the prelate; and it pafled with 
the oppofition only of lord Stourton, a zealous catholic, 
and of Cranmer, who always bore a cordial and fincere 


friendfhip to the bifhop of Durham. But when the 
bill was fent down to the commons, they required, that 
witneffes fhould be examined, that Tonftal fhould be 
allowed to defend himfelf, and that he fhould be con. 
fronted with his accufers: And when thefe demands were 
refufed, they rejected the bili. 


Tuts equity, fo unufual inthe parliament during that 


age, was afcribed by Northumberland and his partizans, 
not to any regard for liberty and juttice, but tothe preva- 
lenceof Somerfet’s faction, in a houfe of commons, which, 
being chofen during the adminiftration of that noble. 


man, had been almoft entirely filled with his creatures, 
‘They were confirmed in this opinion, when they found, 
that a bill, ratifying the attainder of Somerfet aud his 
accomplices, was alfo rejected by the commons, though 
it had paffed the upper houfe. A refolution was there- 
fore taken to diflolve the parliament, which had fitten 13th Apzil, 
during this whole reign; and foon after to fummon a 
new one, 
Aa2 NoRTHUMe 


SS es ee SL 


258 


CH AP. 


XXXKV. 


Ce, pt 
1652. 

A new par- 

liament, 


HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 


NorTHUMBERLAND, in order to enfure to himfelf 
a houfe of commons entirely obfequious to his will, ven- 
tured on an expedient, which could not have been prace 
tifed, or even imagined, in an age, when there was any 
idea or comprehenfion of liberty. He engaged the king 
to write circular letters to all the fheriffs, in which he 
enjoined them to inform the freeholders, that they 
were required to choofe men of knowledge and expes 
rience for their reprefentatives. After this general ex 
hortation, the king continued in thefe words: ‘* And 
s¢ yet, neverthelefs, our pleafure ig that where our 
*§ privy-council, or any of them fhall, in our behalf, 
<¢ recommend, within their jurifdiGion, men of learning 
© and wifdom; in fuch cafes, their directions fhall be 
«* regarded and followed, as tending to the fame end 
‘¢ which we defire, that is, to~ have this aflembly com- 
«¢ pofed of the perfons in our realm the beft fitted to 
«* give advice and good counfel*.” Several letters were 
fent from the king, recommending members to particular 
counties, Sir Richard Cotton to Hampfhire ; Sir Wil- 
liam Fitzwilliams and Sir Henry Nevil to Berkthire; 
Sir William Drury and Sir Henry Benningfield to Suf- 
folk, &c. But though fome counties only received this 
fpecies of congé d elire from the king ; the recommendas 
tions from the privy-council and the counfellors, we 
may fairly prefume, would extend to the greater part, if 
not the whole, of the kingdom. 

Ir is remarkable, that this attempt was made during 
the reign of a minor king, when the royal authority is 
ufually weakeft ; that it was patiently fubmitted to 5 and 
that it gave fo little umbrage as fcarcely to be taken 
notice of by any hiftorian, ‘The painful and laborious 
collector above-cited, who never omits the moft trivial 


@ Stry.c’s Ecclefiaftical Memorials, vol, i. py 394+ 
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matter, is the only perfon, that has thought this memo- C_H_A P. 
XXXV, 


rable letter worthy of being tranfmitted to pofterity. nieces ated 

THE parliament anfwered Nerthumberland’s expeéta~ 12 toe 
tions. As Tonftal had in the interval been deprived of 
his bifhopric in an arbitrary manner, by the fentence of 
lay commiffioners, appointed to try him, the fee of Dur- 
ham was by act of parliament divided into two bifhoprics, 
which had certain portions of the revenue afligned them. 
The regalities of the fee, which included the jurifdiction 
of a count palatine, were given by the king to Northum- 
berland; nor is it to be doubted but that nobleman 
had alfo purpofed to make rich plunder of the revenue, 
as was then ufual with the courtiers, whenever a bi- 
fhopric became vacant. 

THE commons gave the miniftry another mark of at- 
tachment, which was at that time the moft fincere of 
any, the moft-cordial, and the moft difficult to be ob- 
tained: They granted a fupply of two fubfidies and two 
fifteenths, To render this prefent the more acceptable, 
they voted a preamble, containing a long accufation of 
Somerfet, ‘* for involving the king in wars, wafting his 
** treafure, engaging him in much. debt, embafing 
** the coin, and giving occafion for a moft terrible re- 
** bellion >.” 

THE debts of the crown were at this time confiderable, 
The king had received from France 400,000 crowns on 
delivering Boulogne; he had reaped profit from the fale 
of fome chantry lands; the churches had been fpoiled 
of all their plate and rich ornaments, which, by a de- 
cree of council, without any pretence of law or equity, 
had been converted to the king’s ufe‘: Yet fuch had 
been the rapacity of the courtiers, that the crown owed 
about 300,000 pounds‘; and great dilapidations were, 
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CHAP. st the fame time, made of the royal demefnes. The 


XXXV 


young prince fhowed among other virtues, a difpofition 


A554" 


Succeffion 


changed. 


to frugality, which, had he lived, would foon have re- 
trieved thefe loffes: But as his health was declining very 
faft, the prefent emptinefs of the exchequer was a fen- 
fible obftacle to the execution” of thofe projets, which 
the ambition of Northumberland had founded.on the pro- 
{pect of Edward’s approaching end, 

THAT nobleman reprefented to the prince, whom 
youth and an infirm fate of health made fufceptible of 
any imprefion, that his two fifters, Mary and Eliza- 
beth, had both of them been declared illegitimate by act 
of parliament: And though Henry by his will had re- 
ftored them to a place in the fuccéffion, the nation would 
never fubmit to fee the throne of England filled by a 
baftard: That they were the king’s fifters by the half- blood 
only; and even if they were legitimate, could not enjoy 
tlie crown as his heirs and fucceflors: “That the queen 
of Scots ftood excluded by the kate king’s will ; and be- 


ing an alien, had loft by law all right of inheriting ; not 


to mention, that, as fhe was betrothed to the dauphin, 
fhe would, by her fucceffion, render England, as fhe 
had already done Scotland, a province to France: That 
the certain confequence of his fifter Mary’s fucceffion, 
or that of the queen of Scots, was the abolition of the 
proteftant religion, and the repeal of the laws enacted in 
favour of the reformation, and the re-eftablifhment of the 
ufurpation and idolatry of the church of Rome: That 
fortunately for England, the fame order of fucceffion, 
which juftice required, was alfo the moft con iformable to 
pubiic inierctt 5 and there was not on any fide any jut 
ground for doubt or’ deliberation: ‘That when thefe 
three princeffe -s' were excluded by fuch folid reafons, t the 
fuecefion devolved on the marchionefs of Dorfet, elder 
daughter of the French queen and the duke of Suffolk : 

‘That 
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That the next heir of the marchionefs was the lady JaneC 4 A Ps 


XXXV, 


Gray, a lady of the moft amiable charaCter, accom-—— 


plifhed by the beft education, both in literature and re- 
ligion ; and every way worthy of a crown: And that 
even, if her title by blood were doubtful, which there 


was no juft reafon to pretend, the king was poffeffed of 


the fame power, that his father enjoyed ; and might leave 

her the crown by letters patent. Thefe reafonings made 
impreffion on the young prince ; and above all, his zeal- 
ous attachment to the proteftant religion made him appre- 
hend the confequences, if fo bigotted a catholic as his 
fifter Mary thould fucceed to the throne. And though 
he bore a tender affection to the lady Elizabeth, who was 
liable to no fuch objetion, means were found to pesfuade 
him, that he could not exclude the one fifter, on account 
of illegitimacy, without giving alfo an exclufion to the 
other. 

NORTHUMBERLAND, finding that his arguments were 
likely to operate on the king, began to prepare the other 
parts of his fcheme. Iwo fons of~the duke of Suffolk 
by a fecond venter having died, this feafon, of the fweat- 
ing ficknefs, that title was extinct; and Northumberland 
engaged the king to beftow it on the marquis of Dorfet. 
By means of this favour and of others, which he conferred 
upon him, he perfuaded the new duke of Suffolk and the 
dutchefs, to give their daughter, the lady Jane, in mar- 
riage to his fourth fon, the lord Guilford Dudley. In 
order to fortify himfelf by farther alliances, he-negociated 
a marriage between the lady Catherine Gray, fecond 
daughter of Suffolk, and lord Herbert, eldeft fon of the 


earl of Pembroke. He alfo married his own daughter to’ 


lord Haftings, eldeft fon of the earl of Huntingdon *, e 
Thefe marriages were folemnized with great pomp sha 
feftivity ; and the people, who hated Nonbumbesaand, 
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could not forbear expreffing their indignation at feeing 
fuch piblic demonftrations of joy, during the languifhing 
ftate o the young prince’s health. 

Epvarp had been feized in the foregoing year, firft 
with tie meafles, then with the fmall-pox; but having 
perfe@y recovered from both thefe diftempers, the nation 
entertined hopes, that they would only ferve to confirm 
his hedth ; and he had afterwards made a progrefs through 
fome yarts of the kingdom. It was fufpected, that he 
had thre overheated himfelf in exercife: He was feized 
with : cough, which proved obftinate, and gave way 
neitheito regimen nor medicines : Several fatal fymptomis 
of a onfumption appeared; and though it was hoped, 
that. is the feafon advanced, his youth and temperance 
might get the better of the malady, men faw with great 


concen ‘his bloom and vigour infenfibly decay. ‘The 


genera attachment to the young prince, joined to the 
hatredborne the Dudieys, made it-be.remarked, that Ed- 
ward iad every moment declined in health, from the 
time tiat lord Robert Dudley had been put about him, 
in quaity of gentleman of the bedchamber. 

Tw languifhing ftate of Edward’s health mace North- 
umberand the more intent on the execution of his pro- 
ject. He removed all, except his own emillaries, from 
about he king : He himfelf attended him with the greateft 
afliduiy : He pretended the moft anxious ‘concern for his 
Realthand welfare: And by all thefe artifices he prevailed 
on theyoung prince to give his final confent to the fettle- 
ment jrojected. Sir Edward Montague, chief juftice of 
the Cmmon Pleas, Sir John Baker and Sir Thomas 
Bromly, two judges, with the attorney and folicitor- 
genera, were fummoned to the council ; where, after the 
minuts of the intended deed were read to them, the 
king rquired them todraw them up in the form of letters 


patent ‘They hefitated to obey ; and defired time to con- 
fider 
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fider of it. The more they reflected, the greater danger C ee 
they found incompliance. The fettlement of thecrown \caaadiaaa 
by Henry VIII. had been made in confequence ofan aét 1553 
of parliament; and by another aét, pafled in the begin- 
ning of this reign, it was declared treafon in any of the 
heirs, their aiders or abettors, to attempt on the light of 
another, or change the order of fucceffion, The judges 
pleaded thefe reafons before the council. They urged, 
that fuch a patent as was intended would be intirely in- 
valid; that it would fubject, not only the judgts who 
drew it, but every counfellor who figned it, to the pains 
‘of treafon ; and that the only proper expedient, toth for 
giving fanction to the new fettlement, and freting its 
partizans from danger, was to fummon a parliament, and 
to obtain the confent of that aflembly. The king faid, 
that he intended afterwards to follow that method, and 
would call a parliament, in which he purpofed to have 
his fettlement ratified ; but in the mean time, he rquired 
the judges, on their allegiance, to draw the paten: in the 
form required. The council told the judges, that their 
refufal would {ubjecét all of them to the pains of treafon. 
Northumberland gave to Montague the appellaion of 
traitor ; and faid that he would in his fhirt fight ary man 
in fo juft a caufe as that of lady Jane’s fucceffion, The 
judges were reduced to great difficulties between the dan- 
gers from the law, and thofe which arofe from the violence 
of prefent power and authority 

THE arguments were canvafled in feveral different 
meetings between the council and the judges; and no 
folution could be found of the difficulties. Atlaft, Mons 
tague propofed an expedient, which fatisfied both his 
brethren and the counfellors. He defired, that a {pecial 
commiffion fhould be pafled by the king and courcil, re- 


quiring the judges to draw a patent for the new fetlement 


f Fuller, book viii. p. 2 
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pe heey of the crown; and that a pardon fhould immediately after 
—_.,_ be granted them for any offence, which they might have 
incurred by their compliance. When the patent was 
drawn and brought to the bifhop of Ely, chancellor, in 


‘order to have the great-feal affixed to it, this prelate: re 
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quired, that all the judges. fhould previoufly fign it. 
Gofnald-at firft refufed; and it was with much difficulty, 
that he was prevailed on,. by the violent menaces of 
Northumberland, to comply; but the conftancy of Sir 
James Hales, who, though a zealous proteftant, prefer- 
red. juftice on this occafion to the:prejudices of his party, 
could not be fhaken ‘by any expedient. © The. chancellor 
next required, for- his greater fecurity, that all the privy 
counfellors fhould fet their hands to the patent : The in- 
trigues of Northumberland or the fears of his violence 
were fo prevalent, that the counfellors complied with this 
demand. Cranmer alone hefitated during fome time, but 
at laft yielded to the earneft.and pathetic entreaties of the 
king ®. Cecil, at that time fecretary of ftate, pretended 
afterwards, that he only figned as witnefs to the king’s 
fubfeription. And thus, by the king’s letters patent, 
the two princefles, Mary and Elizabeth, were fet afide; 
and the crown was fettled on the heirs of the dutchefs of 


“Suffolk: For the dutchefs herfelf was content to give 


place to her daughters. 

AFTER this fettlement was made, with fo many inau- 
fpicious circumftances,’ Edward vifibly declined every 
day; and fmall hopes were entertained of his recovery, 
To make matters worfe, his phyficians were difmiffed by 
Northumberland’s advice and by an order of council ; and 
he was put into the hands of an ignorant woman, who 
undertook, in a little time, to reftore him to his former 
ftate of health. After the ufe of her medicines, all the 
bad fymptoms encreafed to the moft violent degree: He 
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felt 
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felt a difficulty of fpeech and breathing ; his pulfe failed, 
his legs {welled, his colour became livid ; and many other 
fymptoms appeared of his approaching end. He expired 
at Greenwich in the fixteenth year of his age, and the 
feventh of his reign. , 
Aut the Englifh hiftorians dwell with pleafure on the 
excellent qualities of this young prince ; whom the flat- 
ering promifes of hope, joined to-many real vittues, had 
made an object of tender affection to the public... He pof- 
fefled mildnefs of difpofition, application to ftudy and bu- 
finefs, a capacity to learn and judge, and an attachment 
to equity and juftice. He feems only to have contracted, 
from his education and from the genius of-thé age in 
which he lived, too much of a narrow prepofleffion in 
matters of religion, which made him incline fomewhat to 
bigotry and perfecution: But as the bigotry of prote- 
ftants, lefs governed by priefts, lies under more reftraints 
than’that of catholics, the effects of this malignant qua- 
lity were the lefs to’be apprehended,’ ‘if a longer life had 
been granted to young Edward, 
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Lady ‘Fane Gray proclaimed queen Deprted by the 

people—The queen proclaimed and aknowledged 
Northumberland executed Citholic relt- 
gion reftored——A parliament —— Deliberations 
with regard to the queen's marriage——Queen’s 
marriage with Philip Wyat’s infuwettiion—— 
Supprefed——Execution of Lady Fan Gray—— 
A parliament ——Philip’s arrival in ingland. 


CHAP, HE title of the prineefs Mary, after he demife of 


her brother, was not expofed to an: confiderable 
difficulty ; and the objedtions, ftarted by tle lady Jane’s 
partizans, were new and unheard-of by the nation. 
Though all the proteftants, and even manyof the catho- 
lics, believed the marriage of Henry VIII. with Catherine 
of Arragon to be unlawful and invalid; yet, as it had been 
contraéted by the parties without any crimial intention, 
had been avowed by their parents, recognixd by the na- 
tion, and feemingly founded on thofe prirciples of law 
and religion, which then prevailed, few inagined, that 
their iffue ought on that account to be regaded as illegi~ 
timate. A declaration to that purpofe hal indeed been 


extorted from parliament by the ufual vioence and ca-. 


price of Henry ; but as that monarch had aterwards been 
induced to reftore his daughter to the rightof fucceflion, 


her title was now become as legal and parlamentary as it 
was 
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was ever cftemed juft and natural. The public had C ER 
Jong been faniliarized to thefé fentiments : During all the Neen aan 
reign of Edvard, the princefs was regarded as his lawful 4553« 
fucceffor : And though the proteftants dreaded the effets 
of her prejulices, the extreme hatred, univerfally enter- 
tained againt the Dudleys%, who, men forefaw, would, 
under the nane of Jane, be the real fovereigns, was more 
than fufficiert to counterbalance, even with that party, 
the attachmat to religion. This laft attempt, to violate 
the order of fucceffion, had difplayed Northumberland’s 
ambition ani injuftice in a full light ; and when the peo- 
ple reflected on the long train of fraud, iniquity, and 
cruelty by waich that proje& had been conducted ; that 
the lives of te two Seymours, as well as the title of the 
Princefles, hid been facrificed to it ; they were moved by 
indignation o exert themfelves in oppofition to fuch cri- 
minal enterpizes. The general veneration alfo, paid to 
the memory of Henry VIII. prompted the nation to de- 
4end the riglts of his pofterity ; and the miferies of the 
ancient civilwars were not fo entirely forgotten, that men 
were willing by a departure from the lawful heir, to in- 
Cur the dangrr of like bloodfhed and confufion. 
NoRTHUABERLAND, fenfible of the oppofition which 
he muft exject, had carefully concealed the deftination 
made by theking; and in order to bring the two prin= 
cefles into hi power, he had had the precaution to engage 
the council, before Edward’s death, to write to them in 
that prince’sname, defiring their attendance, on pretence 
that his infirm ftate of health required the affiftance of 
their counfe and the confolation of their company 4, 
Edward expred before their arrival; but Northumber- 
Jand, in ord to make the princeffes fall into the {nare, 
kept the kim’s death ftill fecret; and the lady Mary 
had already rached Hoddefden, within half a day’s jour- 
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Happily, the earl of Arundel fent her 
e, both of her brother’s death and of 


private intelligenc 
She immediately 


the confpiracy formed againft her’: 
made hafte to retire; and fhe arrived, by quick journies, 
firft at Kenning-hall in Norfolk, then at Framlingham in 
Suffolk; where fhe purpofed to embark and efcape to 
Flanders, in cafe fhe fhould find it impoflible to defend 
her right of fucceflion. She wrote letters to the nobility 
and moft confiderable gentry in every county in England; 
commanding them to affift her in the defence. of her 
crown and perfon. And fhe difpatched a meflage to the 
council ; by which the notified to them, that her brother’s 
death was no longer a fecret to her, promifed them par- 
don for paft offences, and required them immediately to 
give orders for proclaiming her in London ee 

Nor THUMBERLAND found that farther diffimulation 
was fruitlefs : He went to Sion-houfe ', accompanied by 
the duke of Suffolk, the earl of Pembroke, and others of 
the nobility ; and he approached the lady Jane, who re- 
fided there, withvall the refpect ufually paid to the fove- 
reign. Jane was, ina great meafure, ignorant of thefe 
tranfaGtions ; and it was with equal grief and furprize, 
that the received intelligence of them™. She was a lady 
of an amiable perfon, an engaging difpofition, accom- 
plifhed parts; and being of an equal age with the late 
king, fhe had received all her education with him, and 
feemed even to poflefs greater facility in acquiring every 
part of manly and polite literature. She had attained a 
familiat knowledge of the Roman and Greek languages, 
befides modern tongues ; had pafled moft of her time in 
an application to jearning ; and expreffed a great indiffe~ 
gence fot other occupations ahd amufements, ufual with 
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her fex and ftation. Roger Afcham, tutor to the Jady 


* Elizabeth, having one day paid her a vifit, found her em- 


ployed in reading Plato, while the reft of the family were 
engaged in a party of hunting in the park; and on his 
admiring the fingularity of her choice, fhe told him, that 
fhe received more pleafure from that author than the 
others could reap from all their fport and gaiety". Her 
heart, full of this paflion for literature and the elegant 
arts, and of tendernefs towards her hufband, who was 
deferving of her affections, had never opened itfelf to the 
flattering allurements of ambition; and the intelligence 
of her elevation to the throne was no-wife agreeable 
to her. She even refufed to accept of the prefent; pleaded 
the preferable title of the two princefles; exprefled her 
dread of the confequences attending an enterprize fo dane 
gerous, not to fay fo criminal ; and defired to remain in 
the private ftation, in which fhe was born. Overcome 
at laft by the entreaties, rather than the reafons, of her fa- 
ther and father-in-law, and above all of her hufband, fhe 
fubmitted to their will, and was prevailed on to relin- 
quifh her own judgment.. It was then ufual for the kings 
of England, after their acceflion, to pafs the firft days in 
the Tower ; and Northumberland immediately conveyed 
thither the new fovereign. All the counfellors were ob- 
liged to attend her to that fortrefs ; and by this means 
became, in reality, prifoners in the hands of Northum- 
berland ; whofe will they were neceffitated to obey. Or- 
ders were given by the council to proclaim Jane through- 
out the kingdom; but thefe orders were executed only 
in London, and the neighbourhood. No applaufe en- 
fued: “The people heard the proclamation with filence 
and concern: Some even expreffed their fcorn and con- 
tempt : and one Pot, a vintner’s apprentice, was feverely 
punifhed for this offence. The proteftant teachers 
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C HA P. themfelves, who were employed to convince the people of 


a Jane’s title, found their eloquence fruitlefs ; and Ridleys 
bifhop of London, who preached a fermon to that pur- 

pee wrought no effect upon his audience, 
‘Tue people of Suffolk, meanwhile, paid their attend- 


ance on Mary. As they were much attached to the re- 
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formed communion, they could not forbear, amid their 
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tenders of duty, exprefling apprebientions for their reli- 
gion; but when fhe affured them, that fhe never meant 
to change the laws of Edward, t hey enlifted themfelves 
in her caufe with zeal and affeCtion. The nobility and 
gentry daily flocked to her, and brought her reinforce- 
ment. The earls of Bath and Cudees the eldeft fons of 
lord Wharton and lord Mordaunt, Sir William Drury, 
Sir Henry Benningfield, Sir Henry Jernegan, perfor 
whofe intereft lay in the neighbourhood, appeared at the 
head of their tenants and retainers°. Sir Edward Haft- 
ings, brother to the ear] of Huntingdon, having received 
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a com miffion from the council to make levies for the lady 
Jane in Buckinghamfhire, carried over his troops, which 
amounted to four thoufand men, and joined Mary. Even 
a fleet, which had been fent by Northumberland to lie off 
the coaft of Suffolk, being forced into Yarmouth bya 
ftorm, was engaged to declare for that princefs. 
NorRTHUMBERLAND, hitherto blinded by ambition, faw 
at laft the danger gather round him, and knew not ta 
what hand to turn hime. He had levied forces, which 
were affembled at London ; but dreading the cabals of the 
courtiers and counfellors, whofe. compliance, he knew, 
had been entirely the refult of fear or artifice, he was re- 
folved to keep near the perfon of the lady Jane, and fend 


Suffolk to command the army. _ But the counfellors, wha 
wifhed to remove him ?, working on the filial tendernefs 
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of Jane, magnified to her the danger, to which her father® 4 a 
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would be expofed; and reprefented, that Northumber-, 
Jand, who had caine reputation by formerly fuppreffing 
a rebellion in thofe parts, was more proper to command 
in that enterprize. The duke himfelf, who knew the 
flender capacity of Suffolk, began to think, that none but 
himfelf was able to encounter the prefent danger; and 
he agreed to take on him the command of the troops. 
The counfellors attended on him at his departure with 
the higheft proteftations of attachment, and none more 
than Arundel, his mortal enemy %. As he went along, he 
remarked the difaffection of the people, which foreboded a 
fatal iffue to his ambitious hopes.  ¢* Many,” faid he to 
lord Gray, ‘* come out to Jook at us, but I find not one 
** who cries, God [peed you.” 

Tue duke had no fooner reached St, Edmond’s- bury, 
than he found his army which did not exceed fix thou- 
fand men, too weak to encounter the Queen’s *, which 
amounted to double the number. He wrote to the coun- 
cil, defiring them to fend him a reinforcement ; and the 
RGuifellors. immediately Jaid hold of the opportunity to 
free themfelves from confinement. They left the Tower, 
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as if they meant to execute Northumberland’s commands 3 deferted by 


but being affembled in Baynard’s caftle, a houfe belong. ** people. 


ing to Pembroke, they deliberated concerning the method 
of thaking g off his ufurped tyranny. Arundel began the 

conference, by reprefenting the injuftice and cruelty of 
Northumberland, the exorbetatey of his ambition, the 
criminal enterprize which he had projeéted, and the euilt 
in which he had inyvo! ved: the whole council ; and he af- 
firmed, that the only method of making atonement. for 
their pait offences, was by a {peedy return to the duty, 


a1 


which they owed to their lawful fovercign', This mo- 
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tion was feconded by Peibroke, who, clapping his hand 
to his {word, fwore he yas ready to fight any man that 
exprefled’ himfelf of a cntrary {entiment. ‘The mayor 
and aldermen of Londorwere immediately fent for, who 
difcovered great alacrityin obeying the orders they re- 
ceived to proclaim May. ‘The people exprefled their 
approbation by fhouts o applaufe. Even Suffolk, who 
commanded in the Tover, finding refiftance fruitlefs, 
dciared for the queen. The lady 
Jane, after the vain pagantry of wearing a crown during 
ten days, returned to a rivate life with more fatisfaction 
than fhe felt when thcroyalty was tendered to her®: 
And the meflengers, w'o were fent to Northumberland, 
with orders to lay dowihis arms, found that he had de- 


fpaired of fuccefs, was leferted by all his followers, and 
~ 
hi 


-1, “Qrec attr 
opened the gates, anc 


eady proclaimed he queen, with exterior marks of 
joy and fatisfaction *, The sanitiius every where, on the 
queen’s approach to Ena gave fenfible expreffions of 
their loyalty and attacment. And the lady Elizabeth 
met her at the head of athoufand horfe, which that prin- 
cefs had levied in orderto fupport their joint title againft 
the ufurper *. 

The queen gave olers for taking into cuftody the 
duke of Northumberlnd, who fell on his knees to the 
earl of Arundel that rrefted him, and abjedtly begged 
his life ¥. At the fam time were committed the earl of 
Warwic his eldeft fo, lord Ambrofe and lord Henry. 
Dudley, two of his punger fons, Sir Andrew Dudley, 
his brother, the marqis of Northampton, the earl of 
Huntingdon, Sir Thoas Palmer, and Sir John Gates. 
Tut queen afterwards:onfined the duke of Suffolk, lady 
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Jane Grey, and lord Guil iford Dudley, But Mary was C HA P, 
defirous, in the beginning of he reig gn, to acquire popu- : 
larity by the appearance of clenency ; and becaufe the 1553. 
counfellors pleaded conftraint asan excufe for their trea- 
fon, fhe extended her pardon tomoft of them. Suffolk 
himfelf récovered his liberty ; aid he owed this indul- 
gence, in a great meafure, to thecontempt entertained of 
his capacity. But the guilt of Yorthumberland was too 
great, as well as his ambition ani courage too dangerous, 
to permit him to entertain any-eafonable hopes of life, 
When brought to his trial, he aly defired permiffion to 
afk two queftions of the peers, appc 
jury; whether a man could b guilty of treafon that 


inted to fit on his 


obeyed orders given him by thecouncil under the ereat 
feal? and whether thofe who wre involved in the fame 
guilt with himfelf, could fit as lis judges? Being told, 
that tne | great teat of an u ys was no eee and 


were fill posta in the eye ofthe Stags and lah be 
admitted on any jury.2; he aquiefCed, and pleaded 
guilty. At his execution, he mde profeffion of the ca-,,, Aug. 
tholic religion, and told the peopb, that they never would Shoe 
enjoy as lity till they returred to the faith of their executed: 
anceftors: Whether that fuch vere his real fentiments, 
which he had formerly difguifed, from intereft and ambi- 
tion, or that he hope d, by this declaration, to render the 
queen more favourable to his famly *. Sir Thomas Pal- 
mer, and Sir John Gates fufferd with-him; and this 
was all the blood fpilled on accaint of fo dangerous and 
criminal an enterprize againft therights of the fovereign. 
Sentence was pronounced againfithe lady Jane and lord 
Guilford; but without any prefat intention of putting 
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¢ HA P. it in execution. The youth and innocence of the pere 
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—_— fons, neither of whom had reached their feventeenth year, 
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pleaded fufficiently in their favour. 

Wen Mary firft arrived in the Tower, the duke of 
Norfolk, who had been detained prifoner during all the 
laft reign; Courtney, fon of the marquis of Exeter, 
who, without being charged with any crime, had been 
fubjeéted to the fame punifhment ever fince his father’s 
attainder; Gardiner, Tonftal, and Bonner, who had been 
confined for their adhering to the catholic caufe, appeared 
before her, and implored her clemency and protection ®, 
They were all of them reftored ta their liberty, and im- 
mediately admitted to her confidence and favour. Nor- 
folk’s attainder, notwithftanding that it had pafled in 
Parliament, was reprefented as null and invalid; becaufe, 
among other informalities, no fpecial matter had been al- 
ledged againft him, except wearing a coat of arms, which 
he and his anceftors, without giving any offence, had al- 
ways made ufe of, in the face of the court and of the 
whole nation. Courtney foon after received the title of 
eat] of Devonfhire; and though educated in fuch clofe 
confinement, that he was altogether unacquainted with 
the world, he foon acquired all the accomplifhments of 
a courtier and a gentleman, and made a confiderable f- 
gure during the few years, which he lived after he reco- 
vered his liberty‘. Befides performing all thofe popular 
acts, which, though they only affected individuals, were 
very acceptable to the nation, the queen endeavoured to. 
ingratiate herfelf with the public, by granting a general 
pardon, though with fome exceptions, and by remitting 
the fubfidy voted to her brother by the laft parliament 4. 

Tue joy arifing from the fucceffion of the lawful heir, 
and from the gracious demeanor of the fovereign, hin 
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dered not the people from being agitated with great anxiety © H A P. 
hs XXXVI. 
— the ftate of religion ; and as the bulk of the eee 
nation inclined to the proteftant communion, the appre- 7553 
ichfishe, entertained concerning the principles and pre- 


judices of the new queen, were pretty general. The le- 


ll — 


gitimacy of Mary s birth had appeared to be fomewhat 
connected with the papal authority; and that princefs, 


being educated with her mother, had imbibed ‘the ftrong- 
eft attachment to the catholic communion, and the Bish 


eft averfion to thofe new tenets, whence, the believed, all 


= 


a 


the misfortunes of her family had origin: ally fprung. The 


difcouragem ents, which fhe lay under tt her father 
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though at lait they brought her to comply with his will, 
tended ftill more te encreafe her difguft to the reformers ; 
and the vexations, which the protector and the council 
gave her, during Biward’ s reign, had no other effe& than 
to confirm her farther in her prejudice Naturally of a 
four and obftinate temper, and irritated ip contradiction 
and misfortunes, fhe poffeffed all the qualities fitted to 
compofe a bigot; and her extreme ignorance rendered 


her utterly incapable of doubt in her own belief, or of in- 


dulgence to the opinions of others. ‘The nation, there- 
fore, had great reafon to dread, not only the abolition, 
but the perfecution of the eftablifhed reli gion from sin 
zeal of Mary; and it was not long ere the difcovered 
her intentions. 


Garoiner, Bonner, Tonftal, Day, Heath, and Vefey, catholic re- 
fiis on re- 


. bd 2 ix ‘thor 
were reinftated in their fees, either by a direct act of ,°°) 


power, or, what is near! ly the fame , by the fentence of 
commiffioners, appointed to review their trial and con- 
demnation. Though the bifhopric of Durham had been 
diflolved by authority of parliament, the queen creéted it 
a-new by letters-patent, and replaced ‘Tonttal in his rega- 
lities as well as in his revenue. On pretence of difcou- 
raging controverfy, fhe filenced, by an act of prerogative, 
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all the preachers throughout England, except fuch as 


C— fhould obtain a particular licence; and it was eafy to 


1553+ 


forefee, that none but the catholics would be favoured 
with this privilege. Holgate, archbifhop of York, Co- 
verdale, bifhop of Exeter, Ridley of London, and Hooper 
of Glocefter, were thrown into prifon; whither old La- 
timer alfo was fent foon after, The zealous bifhops and 
priefts were encouraged in their forwardnefs to revive the 
mafs, though contrary to the prefent laws. Judge 
Hales, who had difcovered fuch conftancy in defending 
the queen’s title, loft all his merit by an oppofition to thofe 
illegal practices ; and being committed to cuftody, was 
treated with fuch feverity, that he fell into frenzy, and 
killed himfelf. The men of Suffolk were brow-beaten ; 
becaufe they prefumed to plead the promife, which the 
queen, when they enlifted themfelves in her fervice, 
had given them, of maintaining the reformed religion : 
One, in particular, was fet in the pillory, becaufe he 
had been too peremptory, in recalling to her memory 
the engagements which fhe had taken on that occafion, 
And though the queen ftill promifed, in a public decla- 
ration Sexe the council, to tolerate thofe who differed 
from her, men forefaw, that this engagement, like the 
former, would prove but a feeble fecurity, when fet in 
oppofition to religious prejudices. 


THE merits of Cranmer towards the queen, during 
the reign of Henry had been confiderable ; and he had 
fuccefsfully employed his good offices in mitigating the 
fevere prejudices which that monarch had entertained 
againft her. But the active part, which he had borne 
in promoting her mother’s divorce, as well as in con- 
ducting the reformation, had made him the objeét of her 
hatred; and though Gardiner had been equally forward 
in foliciting and defending the divorce, he had afterwards 
made fufficient atonement, by his fufferings in defence 


of 
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of the catholic caufe. The primate, therefore, had rea- C H A P. 
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fon to expect little favour during the prefent reign; butt 


it was by his own indifcreet zeal, that he brought on 
himfelf the firft violence and: perfecution. A report be- 
ing fpread, that Cranmer, in order to pay court to the 
queen, had promifed to officiate in the Latin fervice, 
the archbifhop, to wipe off this afperfion, publithed a 
manifefto in his own defence. Among other expreffions, 
he there faid, that, as the devil was a liar from the begin- 
ning, and the father of lies, he had at this time ftirred 
up his fervants to perfecute Chrift and his true religion : 
That this infernal {pirit now endeavoured to reftore the 
Latin fatisfa€tory mafles, a thing of his own invention 
and device; and in order to effect his purpofe, had 
falfely made ufe of Cranmer’s name and authority: And 
that the mafs is not only without foundation, either in 
the Scriptures or in the praétice of the primitive church, 
but likewife difcovers a plain contradi€tion to antiquity 
and the infpired writings, and is befides replete with 
many horrid blafphemies £. On the publication of this 
inflammatory paper, Cranmer was thrown into prifon, 
and was tried for the part which he had aéted, in con- 
curring with the lady Jane, and oppofing the queen’s 
acceflion. Sentence of high treafon was pronounced 
againft him; and though his guilt was fhared with the 
whole privy council, and was even lefs than that of the 
greater part of them, this fentence, however fevere, muft 
be allowed entirely legal. The execution of it, however, 
did not follow; and Cranmer was referved for a more 
cruel punifhment. 


PeTerR Marryr, feeing a perfecution gathering 
againft the reformers, defired leave to withdtaw®; and 


f Fox, vol. iii. p.94. Heylin, p.25. Godwin, p. 336. Burnet, vol, 
ii, Coll. No 8, Cranm. Mem, p. 305. Thuanus, lib, xiii. c. 3. 
& Heylin, p. 26, Godwin, p. 336. Cranm, Mem, p, 317. 
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Gardiner both pleaded, that he had come over by an in- 
vitation from the government, and generoufly furnifhed 
him with fupplies for his journey: But as bigotted zeal 
ftill encreafed, his wife’s body, which had been interred 
at Oxford, was afterwards dug up by public orders, and 
buried in a dunghill’*. The bones of Bucer and Fa- 


gius, two foreign reformers, were about the fame time — 


committed to the flames at Cambridge . John a Lafco 
was farft filenced, then ordered to depart the kingdom 
with his congregation. The greater part of the foreign 
proteftants followed him ; and the nation thereby loft 
many ufeful hands for arts and manufactures. Several 
Englifh proteftants alfo took fhelter in foreign parts; 
and every thing bore a difmal afpect for the reforma- 
tion. 

Durinc this revolution of the court, no protection 
was expected by proteftants from the parliament, which 
was fummoned to aflemble. A zealous reformer * pre- 
tends, that great violence and iniquity were ufed in the 
elections ; but befides that the authority of this writer is 
inconfiderable, that practice, as the neceflities of go- 
vernment feldom required it, had not hitherto been often 
employed in England. ‘There ftill remained fuch num- 
bers devoted, by opinion or affection, to many principles 
of the-ancient religion, that the authority of the crown 
was able to give fuch candidates the preference in moft 
elections; and all thofe, who hefitated to comply with 
the court religion, rather declined taking a feat, which, 
while it rendered them obnoxious to the queen, could 
afterwards afford them no protection againft the violence 


of prerogative. It foon appeared, therefore, that a ma- 


h Heylin, p, 26. i Saunders de Schifm. Anglic. k Beale, 
But Fox, who lived at the time, and is very minute in his narratives, fays 
nothing of the matter. See vol. iii, p. 16. 
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jority of the commons would be obfe equious to Mary’s 
defigns ; and as the peers were moftly attached to the, 
court, from intereft or expetations, little oppofition was 
expected from that quarter. 

In opening the, parliament, the court fhowed a con-= 
tempt of the laws, by celebrating, before the two h oules, 
a mafs of the Holy Ghoft, in es Latin tot igue, attended 
with all the ancient rites and ceremonies . though abo- 
lifhed by a&t of parliament !. Taylor, bifhop of Lin- 
coln having refufed to kneel at this fervice, was feverely 
handled, and was violently thruft out of the houfe >. 


mal 


The queen, however, ftill retained the title of fupre i 


pratt 


head of the church of England; and it was generally 


pretended, that the intention of die court was only te 


tore religion to the fame condition in which it ha 


ia 


ref 
been left by Henry ; but that the other abufes of popery, 
which were the moft mantis to the nation, would never 
be "oe 

HE firft bill, pafled by the parliament, was of 
popular nature, and abolifhed every fpecies of treafon, 
mot contained in the flatute of Edward III. and every 


fpecies of felony, that - not fubfift before the firt of 


Henry VILL *. The parliament next declared the queen 
to be le egitimate, ratified #8 varriage of Henry with Ca- 


therine of Arragon, and annulled the divorce pronounced 


it] 


by Cranmer °, whom they greatly blamed on that account. 
No mention, however, is made of the pope’s authority, as 
any ground of the marriage. All the ftatutes of king 
Edward, with regard to religion, were repealed by one 


vete P, The attainder cf the duke of Norfolk was re- 
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? Fox, vol. iii. p. 79. m Burnet, vol. ii. p. 25 Aarize 
feff. i. ca, ‘By this repeal, though it was in general.popular, the claufe of 
5 & 6 Edw. VI. c..11. was loft, which required the confronting of two wit- 
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nefles, in order to prove any treafon. ° Mariz, fell, 2, ¢, x, Px Ma 
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C HA P.verfed ; and this act of juftice was more reafonable than 


XXXVI, 5 é' 
‘ ythe declaring of that attainder invalid, without farthet 
3553- authority. Many claufes of the riot act, pafled in the 


late reign, were revived: A ftep which eluded, in a great 
meafure, the popular ftatute enacted at the firft meeting 
of parliament. 

NotTwiTHstTANDING the compliance of the two houfes 
with the queen’s inclinations, they had ftill a referve in 
certain articles ; and her choice of a hufband, in parti- 
cular, was of fuch importance to national intereft, that 
they were determined not to fubmit tamely, in that re- 
fpect, to her will and pleafure. There were three mar- 
riages 4, concerning which it was fuppofed that Mary 
had deliberated after her acceflion. The firft perfon pro- 
pofed to her, was Courtney, earl of Devonfhire, who, 
being an Englifhman, nearly allied to the crown, could 
not fail of being acceptable to the nation ; and as he was 
of an engaging perfon and addrefs, he had vifibly gained 
on the queen’s affections ', and hints were dropped him 
of her favourable difpofitions towards him *. But that 
nobleman negleted theie overtures ; and feemed rather to 
attach himfelf to the lady Elizabeth, whofe. youth and 
agreeable converfation he preferred to all the power and 
grandeur of her fifter. This choice occafioned a great 
coldnefs in Mary towards Devonfhire; and made her 
break out in a declared animofity againft Elizabeth, The 
ancient quarrel between their mothers had funk deep into 
the malignant heart of the queen; and after the declara- 
ration made by parliament in favour of Catherine’s mar- 
riage, fhe wanted not a pretence for reprefenting the 
birth of her fifter as illegitimate. “The attachment of 

ligabeth to the reformed religion offended Mary’s bi- 
gotry; and as the young princefs had made fome diffi- 


4 Thuan, lib. ii. c. 3. r Depeches de Noailles, vol, ii, pe 147 
163, 214, 215. vol. iii, p. 27. $ Godwin, p, 339 i 
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culty in difguifing her fentiments, violent menaces had CH A P. 
; XXXVI. 

been employed to bring her to compliance t,. But when RREIRE 

the queen found, that Elizabeth had obftruG@ed her views 1553s 

in a point, which, perhaps, touched her ftill more near- 

ly, her refentment, excited by pride, no longer knew any 

bounds ; and the princefs was vifibly expofed to the great- 


eft danger ", 


CARDINAL Pots, who had never taken prieft’s orders, 
was another party propofed to the queen; and there 
appeared many reafons to induce her to make choice of 
this prelate. The high charaéter of Pole for virtue and 
humanity ; the great regard paid him by the catholic 
church, of which he had nearly reached the higheft dig- 
nity on the death of Paul III. ~; the queen’s affeGion 
for the countefs of Salifbury, his mother, who had once 


been her governefs ; the violent animofity to which he 
had been expofed on account of his attachment to the 
Romifh communion ; all thefe confiderations had a 
powerful influence on Mary. But the cardinal was now 
in the decline of life; and having contracted habits of 
ftudy and retirement, he was reprefented to her as unqua- 
lified for the buftle of a court, dnd the hurry of bufi- 
nefs *, The queen, therefore, dropped all thoughts of 
that alliance: But as fhe entertained a great regard for 
Pole’s wifdom and virtue, fhe ftill intended to reap the 
benefit of his counfel in the adminiftration of her govern 


ment, She fecretly entered into a negociation with 
Commendone, an agent of cardinal Dandino, legate at 
Bruffels; fhe fent affurances to the pope, then Julius 
Ill. of her earneft defire to reconcile herfelf and her 
kingdoms to the holy fee; and fhe defired that Pole 


a 


might be appointed legate for the performance of that 

pious office y. - 
t Dep. de Noailles, vol. ii. paflime " Heylin, p. 3x. Burnet, vol. ii. } 
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CHAP. 'Tyese two marriages being rejected, the queen calt 
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w+ her: eye towards the emperor’s family, from which her 
mother was defcended, and which, during her own dif- 
trefles, had always afforded her countenance and protec- 
tion. Charles V. who a few years before was almoft 
abfolute mafter of Germany, had exercifed his power in 
fuch an arbitrary manner, that he gave extreme difguft 
to the nation, who apprehended the total extinétion of 
their liberties from the encroachments of that monarch *. 
Religion had ferved him as a pretence for his ufurpa- 
tions; and from the fame principle he met with that op- 
pofition, which overthrew his grandeur, and dafhed alt 
his ambitious hopes. Maurice, elector of Saxony, en- 
raged that the landgrave of Hefle, who, by his advice, 
and on his affurances, had put himfelf into the emperor’s 
hands, fhould be unjuftly detained a prifoner, formed a 
fecret confpiracy among the proteftant princes; and co- 
vering his intentions with the moft artful difguifes, he 
fuddenly marched his forces againft Charles, and nar- 
rowly mifled becoming mafter of his perfon, ‘The pro- 
teftants flew to arms in every quarter; and their infur- 
reCtion, aided by an invafion from France, reduced the 
emperor to fuch difficulties, that he was obliged to fub- 
mit to terms of peace, which infured the independency 
of Germany, To retrieve his honour, he made an at- 
tack on France; and laying fiege to Metz, with an army 
of a hundred thoufand men, he conducted the enterprize 
in perfon, and feemed determined, at al] hazards," to 
fucceed in an undertaking which had fixed the attention 
of Europe. But the duke of Guife, who defended Metz, 
with a garrifon compofed of the braveft nobility of France, 
exerted {uch vigilance, conduct, and valour, that the 
fiege was protracted to the depth of winter; and the em- 
peror found it dangerous to perfevere any longer. He 


2 Thuanus, lib, iv. c. 17. 


retired 
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retired with the remains of his army into the Low- 
Countries, much dejected with that reverfe of fortune, 
which, in his declining years, had fo fatally overtaken 
him. 


No fooner did Charles hear of the death of Edward, 
and the acceffion of his kinfwoman Mary to the crown 
of England, than he formed the fcheme of acquiring 
that kingdom to his family ; and he hoped, by this inci- 
dent, to balance all the lofles which he had fuftained in 
Germany. His fon Philip was a widower ; and though 
he was only twenty-feven years of age, eleven years 
younger than the queen, this obje€tion, it was thought, 
would be overlooked, and there was no reafon to defpair 
of her ftill having a numerous iflue. The emperor, 
therefore, immediately fent over an agent to fignify his 
intentions to Mary, who, pleafed with the fupport of fo 
powerful an alliance, and glad to unite herfelf more 
clofely with her mother’s family, to which fhe was ever 
ftrongly attached, readily embraced the propofal. Nor- 
folk, Arundel, and Paget, gave their advice for the 
match : And Gardiner, who was become prime minifter, 
and who had been promoted to the office of chancellor, 
finding how Mary’s inclinations lay, feconded: the pro- 
ject of the Spanifh alliance. At the fame time, he re- 
prefented, both to her and the emperor, the neceflity of 
ftopping all farther innovations in religion, till the com- 
pletion of the marriage. He obferved, that the parlias 
ment, amidft all their compliances, had difeovered evident 
fymptoms of jealoufy, and feemed at prefent determined 
to grant no farther conceffions in favour of the catho- 
lic religion: That though they might make a faciifice to 
their fovereign of fome f{peculative principles, which they 
did not well comprehend, or of fome rites, which feemed 
not of any great moment, they had imbibed fuch ftrong 
prejudices againft the pretended ufurpations and exaétions 


of 


383 


CHAP, 
XXKVI, 
peed 
1553. 


384 HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 


C H A P.of the court of Rome, that they would with great diffi- 
XXXVI. : 2 : : ; 
—_-— culty be again brought to fubmit to its authority : That 
3553 the danger of refuming the abbey lands would alarm the 
nobility and gentry, and induce them to encourage the 
prepofleffions, which were but too general among the 
people, againft the doctrine and worfhip of the catholic 
church: That much pains had been taken to prejudice 
the nation againft the Spanifh alliance; and if that point 
were urged, at the fame time with farther changes in re- 
ligion, it would hazard a general revolt and infurrection: 
That the marriage, being once completed, would give 
authority to the queen’s meafures, and enable her after- 
wards to forward the pious work, in which fhe was en- 
gaged: And that it was even neceflary previoufly to 
reconcile the people to the marriage, by rendering the 
conditions extremely favourable to the Englifh, and fuch 
as would feem to enfure to them their independency, and 
the entire poffeffion of their ancient laws and privileges”. 
THE emperor, well acquainted with the prudence and j 
experience of Gardiner, aflented to all thefe reafons ; and 3 5 
he endeavoured to temper the zeal of Mary, by reprefent- 
ing the neceflity of proceeding gradually in the great 
work of converting the nation. Hearing that cardinal 
Pole, more fincere in his religious opinions, and lefs 
guided by the maxims of human policy, after having fent 
contrary advice to the queen, had fet out on his journey 
to England, where he was to exercife his legantine com- 
miffion; he thought proper to ftop him at Dillinghen, a 
town on the Danube; and he afterwards obtained Mary’s 
confent for this detention. ‘The negociation for the mar- 
riage mean-while proceeded apace; and Mary’s inten- 
tions of efpoufing Philip became generally known to the 
nation. ‘The commons, who hoped that they had gained 
the queen by the conceflions which they had already 


a. 
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Made, were alarmed ‘to hear, that the was refolyed toC HAP. 
fontract a foreign alliance ; and they fent a committee to, F 
remonttrate in ftrong terms, againft that dangerous mea-_ 1553 
fure. ‘To prevent farther applications of the fame kind, 
fhe thought proper to diflolve the parliament, 

A CONVOCATION had ‘been fummoned at the fame 
time with the parliament ; and the majority here alfo ap- 
peared to be of the court religion. An offer was very 
frankly made by the Romanifts, to difpute concerning 
the points controverted between the two communions ; 
and as tranfubftantiation was the article, which, of all 
others, they deemed the cleareft, and founded on the 
mott irrefiftible arguments, they chofe to try their ftrength 
by defending it. The proteftants pufhed the difpute as 
far as the clamour and noife of their antagonifts would 
permit; and they fondly imagined, that they had obe« 
tained fome advantage, when, in the courfe of the de- 
bate, they obliged the catholics to avow, that, according 
to their doctrine, Chrift had, in his laft fupper,. held him~ 
felf in his hand, and had fwallowed and eaten himfelf 4, 


This triumph, however, was confined only to their own 
party: The Romanifts maintained, that their champions 
laad clearly the better of the day; that their adverfaries 
were blind and obftinate heretics ; that nothing but the 
moft extreme depravity of heart could induce men to con- 
teft fuch felf-evident principles; and that the fevereft 
punifhments were due to their perverfe wickednefs, Sa 
pleafed were they with their fuperiority in this favourite 
point, that they foon after renewed the difpute at Ox- 
ford ; and to fhow, that they feared no force of learning 
or abilities, where reafon was fo evidently on their fide, 
they fent thither Cranmer, Latimer, and Ridley, under 
a guard, to try whether thefe renowned controverfialifts 
could find any appearance of argument to defend their 
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c axwr baffled principles >, The iffue of the debate was very 
(MXXVI. z- . : 
We different from what it appeared to be a few years before, 


553+ ina famous conference, held at the fame place, during 


wet tes 


the reign of Edward. 


: Arrer the parliament and convocation were difmifled, 
"994° “the new laws with regard to religion, though they had 
been anticipated, in moft places, by the zeal of the ca- 
tholics, countenanced by government, were ftill more 
openly put in execution: The mafs was every where re- 
eftablifhed ; and marriage was declared to be incompatible 
with any fpiritual office. It has been aflerted by fome 
writers, that three fourths of the clergy were, at this 
time, deprived of their livings ; though other hiftorians, 
more accurate ©, have eftimated the number of fufferers ‘4 


an. e 


to be far fhort of this proportion. A vifitation was ap- 
pointed, in order to reftore more perfectly the mafs and 
the ancient rites, Among other articles, the commiffion- i 
ers were enjoined to forbid the oath of fupremacy to be 
taken by the clergy on their receiving any benefice ¢. It 
is to be obferved, that this oath had been eftablifhed by 
the laws of Henry VIII. which were ftill in force. 

; Tuis violent and fudden change of religion infpired 
etd the proteftants with great difcontent ; and even affeGed 
with Philip. indifferent {fpectators with concern, by the hardfhips, to 

which fo many individuals were on that account expofed, 
But the Spanifh match was a point of more general con- 
cern, and diffufed univerfal apprehenfions for the liberty 
and independance of the nation. ‘To obviate all clamour, 
the articles of marriage were drawn as favourable as pof- 
fible for the intereft and fecurity, and even grandeur of 
England. It was agreed, that, though Philip fhould 
have the title of king, the adminiftration fhould be en- 
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tirely in the queen; that no foreigner fhould be capable 
of enjoying any office in the kingdom ; that no innova- 
tion fhould be made in the Englith laws, cuftoms, and 
privileges ; that Philip fhould not carry the queen abroad 
without her confent, nor any of her children without the 
confent of the nobility ; that fixty thoufand pounds a year 
fhould be fettled as her jointure ; that the male iffue of 
this marriage fhould inherit, together with England, 
both Burgundy and the Low-Countries; and that, if 
Don Carlos, Philip’s fon by his former marriage, fhould 
die and his line be extinét, the queen’s iffue, whether 
male or female, fhould inherit Spain, Sicily, Milan, 
and all the other dominions of Philip. Such was the 
treaty of marriage figned by count Egmont, and three 
other ambafladors fent over to England by the emperor }, 
THEsE articles, when publifhed, gave no fatisfaction 
to the nation: It was univerfally faid, that the emperor, 
in order to get poffeffion of England, would verbally 
agree to any terms ; and the greater advantage there ap- 
peared in the conditions which he granted, the more cer= 
tainly might it be concluded, that he had no ferious 
intention of obferving them: That the ufual fraud and 
ambition of that monarch might affure the nation of fuch 
a conduct; and his fon Philip, while he inherited thefe 
vices from his father, added to them tyranny, fullennefs, 
pride, and barbarity, more dangerous vices of his own : 
That England would become a province, and a province 
to a kingdom which ufually exercifed the moft violent 
authority over all her dependant dominions: That the 
Netherlands, Milan, Sicily, Naples groaned under the 
burthen of Spanith tyranny ; and throughout all the new 
conquefts in America there had been difplayed fcenes of 
unrelenting cruelty, hitherto unknown in the hiftory of 
mankind: That the inquifition was a tribunal invented 
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HAP by that tyrannical nation; and would infallibly, with all 
_ ‘their other laws and inftitutions, be introduced into Eng- 
554 land: And that the divided fentiments of the people with 
regard to religion would fubjc& multitudes to this iniqui- 
‘tous tribunal, and would reduce the whole nation to the 

moft abje& fervitude 5. 

THese complaints being diffufed every where, pre- 
pared the people for a rebellion ; and had any foreign 
power given them encouragement, or any great man ap- 
peared to head them, the confequences might have proved 
fatal to the queen’s authority. But the king of France, 
though engaged in hoftilities with the emperor, refufed ) 
to concur in any propofal for an infurreétion, left he 
fhould afford Mary a pretence for declaring war againft 
Kim *, And the more prudent part of the nobility 
thought, that, as the evils of the Spanith alliance were 
only dreaded at a diftance, matters were not yet fully 
prepared for a general revolt. Some perfons, however, 
more turbulent than the reft, believed, that it would be j 
fafer to prevent than to redrefs grievances; and they © 
formed a con{piracy to rife in arms, and declare againft 

Wiat’s ine the queen’s marriage with Philip. Sir Thomas Wiat 

furrection, purpofed to raife Kent, Sir Peter Carew, Devonfhire ; j 
and they engaged the duke of Suffolk, by the hopes of 
recovering the crown for the lady Jane, to attempt raif- 
ing the midland counties ', Carew’s impatience or ap- 
prehenfions engaged him to break the concert, and to 
rife in arms before the day appointed: He was foon fup- F} 
prefied. by the earl of Bedford, and conftrained to fly into 
France. On this intelligence, Suffolk, dreading an ar- 
reft, fuddenly left the town, with his brothers, lord 
Thomas, and lord Leonard Gray; and endeavoured to P 
Faife the people in the counties of Warwic and Leicefter 
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where his intereft lay: But he was fo clofely purfued’ by 
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the earl of Huntingdon, at the head. of 300 horfe, thats 


he was obliged to difperfe his followers, and being difca- 
vered in his concealment, he was carried prifoner todon- 
don *. Wiat was at firft more fuccefsful in his attempts 
and having publifhed a declaration at Maidftone in Kent, 
againft the queen’s evil counfellors and-againft the Spa- 
nifh match, without any mention of religion, the people 
began to flock to his ftandard. The duke of Norfolk 
with Sir Henry Jernegan was fent againft him, at the 
head of the guards and fome other troops, reinforced. with 
5°90 Londoners commanded by Bret: And he came 
within fight of the rebels at Rochefter, where they had 
fixed their head-quarters. Sir George Harper here pre- 
tended to defert from them; but having fecretly gained 
Bret, thefe two malcontents fo wrought on the London- 
ers, that the whole body deferted to Wiat, and declared 
that they would not contribute to enflave their native 
country. Norfolk, dreading the contagion of the ex- 
ample, immediately retreated with his troops, and took 
fhelter in the city }. 

AFTER this proof of the difpofitions of the people, 
efpecially of the Londoners, who were moftly proteftants; 
Wiat was encouraged to proceed: He led his forces to 
Southwark, where he required of the queen, that fhe 
fhould put the Tower into his hands, fhould deliver four 
counfellors as hoftages, and in order to enfure the liberty 
of the nation, fhould immediately marry an Englifhman, 
Finding that the bridge was fecured againft him, and that 
the city was overawed, he marched up to Kingfton, where 
he paffed *the river with 4000 men; and returning to- 
wards London, hoped to encourage his partizans, who 


had engaged to declare for him. He had imprudently 
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patra wafted fo much time at Southwark, and in his march ) 
w-— from_Kingfton, that the critical feafon, on which all 
1554 popular commotions depend, was.entirely loft: Though 
he entered Weftminfter without refiftance, his followers, | 
finding that no perfon of note joined him, infenfibly fell ; 
off, and he was at laft feized near Temple-Bar by Sir 
6th Feb, Maurice Berkeley™. Four hundred perfons are faid to 
have fuffered for this rebellion "; Four hundred more 
were conducted before the queen with ropes about their 
necks; and failing on their knees, received a pardon, 
Infurreétion and were difmifled, 'Wiat was condemned and executed ; 
fopprelise. As it had ‘been reported, that, on his examination, he 
had accufed the lady Elizabeth and the earl of Devon- 
fhire as accomplices, he took care on the fcaffold, before 
the whole people, fully to acquit them of having any fhare 
in his rebellion. 

Tue lady Elizabeth had been, during fome time, 
treated with great harfhnefs by her fifter; and many ftu- 
died inftances of difcouragement and difrefpeét had been 
practifed againft her. She was ordered to take place at 
court after the countefs of Lenox and the dutchefs of Suf-- 
folk, as if fhe were not legitimate°: Her friends were 
difcountenanced on every occafion : And while her vir- { 
tues, which were now become eminent, drew to her the : 
attendance of all the young nobility, and rendered her 
the favourite of the nation ?, the malevolence of the 
queen ftill difcovered itfelf every day by freth fymptoms, 
and obliged the prince/s to retire into the country. Mary 
feized the opportunity of this rebellion; and hoping to 
involve her fifter in fome appearance of guilt, fent for her 
under a ftrong guard, committed her to the Tower, and 
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ordered her to be ftrictly examined by the council, But 
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the public declaration made by Wiat rendered it imprac- — 


ticable to employ againft her any falfe evidence, which Yencannee 


might have offered ; and the princefs made fo good ade- 1554 
fence, that the queen found herfelf under a neceffity of 
releafing her’, In order to fend her out of the kingdom, 
a marriage was offered her with the duke of Savoy ; and 
when fhe declined the propofal, fhe was committed to 
cuftody, under a ftrong guard, at Wodeftoke*, The 
earl of Devonfhire, though equally innocent, was con- 
fined in Fotheringay caftle, 

Bur this rebellion proved ftill more fatal to the lady 
Jane Gray, as well as to her hufband : The duke of Suf- 
folk’s guilt was imputed to her; and though the rebels 


and malcontents feemed chiefly to reft their hopes on the 
lady Elizabeth and the earl of Devonfhire, the queen, 
incapable of generofity or clemency, determined to. re- 
move every perfon from whom the leaft danger could be 
apprehended. Warning was given the lady Jane to pre- 
pare for death; a doom which fhe had long expeéted, 
and which the innocence of her life, as well as the mif- 
fortunes, to which fhe had been expofed, rendered nowife 
unwelcome to her, [he queen’s zeal, under colour of 
tender mercy to the prifoner’s foul, induced her to fend 
divines, who harafled her with perpetual difputation ; and 
even a reprieve for three days was granted her, in hopes 
that fhe would be perfuaded, during that time, to pay, 
by a timely converfion, fome regard to her eternal! welfare. 
The lady Jane had prefence of mind, in thofe melancholy 
circumftances, not on'y to defend her religion by all the 


topics then in ufe, but alfo to write a letter to her fifter * 
in the Greek language; in which, befides fending her a 
copy of the Scriptures in that tongue, fhe exhorted her to 
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i, On the day of her execution, her hufband, lord Guilford, 
15S defired permiffion to {ee her; but fhe refufed her confent, ) 


Sath Feb, ; i 
and informed him by a ee ibe that the tendernefs of 


their parting would overcome the fortitude.of both, and 
would too much unbend their minds from that conftancy, 
which their approaching end required of them: Their 
feparation, fhe faid, would be only for a moment; and 
they would foon rejoin each other in a fcene, where their 
affections would be for ever united,.and where death, 
difappointment, and misfortunes could no longer have 
accefs to them, or difturb their eternal felicity *. 

it had been intended to execute the lady. Jane and lord 


Guilford together on the fame fcaffold at Tower-hill, 


but the council, dreading the compaflion of the peaple 
for their youth, beauty, innocence, and noble birth, ‘ 
changed their orders, and gave directions that the fhould 
Execution be beheaded within the verge of the Tower, She fave 
ea: her hufband led to execution ; and having given him from 
the window fome token-of her remembrance, fhe waited 
with tranquillity ull her own appointed hour thould bring 
her to a like fate. She even faw his headlefs body cars 
tied. back in a Cart ; and found herfelf more contirmed by. 
the reports, which fhe heard. of the conftaney of his end, 
than fhaken by fo tender and melancholy a foarte, 
Sir John Gage, conftable of the Tower, when he led her 
to execution, deffred her to beftow on him fome fmall 
prefent, which he might keep as a perpetual memorial of 
her: She gave him her table-book, on which fhe had 
; jult written three fentences on feeing her hufband’s dead 
Greek, another in Latin, a third in Eng- 
glith 4. Lhe purport of them was, that human juttice 


body; one in 

was againft his body, but. divine mercy would be fas 

vourable to his foul; that, if her faule deferved. punifh- 
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ment, her youth at leaft, and her imprudence. were wor- © H AP. 
thy of excufe; and that God and. pofterity, the trufted, “*"", 
would fhow. her favour. On the feaffold, the made.a 1554. 
{peech. to the by-ftanders ; in which the. mildnefs.of her 
difpofition led her to take the blame wholly on herfelf, 

without uttering one complaint againft the feverity, with 

which fhe had been treated. She faid, that. her offence 

was not the having. laid her hand, upon the crown, but 

the not rejecting it with fufficient conftancy: That the 

had lefs erred through ambition than through reverence 

to her parents, whom. fhe, had been taught to refped and 

obey: That fhe willingly, received death, as the only fa- 
tisfaction, which fhe could now make to the injured ftate; 

and though her infringement of the laws, had been cone 

ftrained, fhe would fhow, by her voluntary fubmiffion to 

their fentence, that fhe was defirous to atone for that 
difobedience, into which too much filial piety had betray- 

ed her; That fhe had juftly deferved this punifhment for 


being made the inftrument, though the unwilling inftru- 
ment, of the ambition of others: And that the ftory of 
her life, fhe hoped, might at leaft be ufeful, by proving 
that innocenceexcufes not great mifdeeds, if they tend any 
wife to the deftruction of the commonwealth. After ut- 
tering thefe words, fhe caufed herfelf to be difrobed by her 
women,; and with a {teddy ferene countenance fubmitted 
herfelf to the executioner ~: 

Tue duke of Suffolk was tricd, condemned, and: ex- 
ecuted, foon after; and would have met with more. com- 
pafion, had not his temerity been the caufe of his daugh- 
ter’s untimely end. Lord Thomas Gray loft his life for 
the fame crime. Sir Nicholas. Throgmorton was tried in 
Guildhall; but there appearing no {atisfactory evidence 


againft him, he was able, by making an admirable de- 
fence, to cbtain a verdict of the jury in_ his. favour. 
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The queen wasfo enraged at this difappointment, that, 
inftead of releafing him as the law required, fhe re-com- 
mitted him to the Tower, and kept him in clofe confine- 
ment during fomt time. But her refentment {topped not 
here: The jury, being fummoned before the council, 
were all fent to pifon, and afterwards fined, fome of them 
a thoufand pouncs, others two thoufand a-piece*. This 
violence proved fatal to feveral; among others to Sir 
John Throgmorton, brother to Sit Nicholas, who was 
condemned on no better evidence than had formerly been 
rejected. The queen filled the Tower and all the prifons 
with nobility anc gentry, whom their intereft with the 
nation, rather than any appearance of guilt, had made 
the objects of he fufpicion. And finding, that fhe was 
univerfally hated, fhe determined to difable the people 
from refiftance, »y ordering general mufters, and direét- 
ing the commiffloners to feize their arms, and sy them 
up in forts and ciftles ¥. 

THouGHu the rovernment laboured under fo genera] an 
odium, the quee’s authority had received fuch an en- 
creafe from the fippreffion of Wiat’s rebellion, that the 
miniftry hoped tc find a compliant difpofition in the new 
parliament, which was fummoned to aflemble. The 
emperor, alfo, in order to facilitate the fame end, had 
borrowed no lefsa fum than 400,000 crowns, which he 
had fent over to England, to be diftributed in bribes and 
penfions among the members: A pernicious practice, of 
which there had not hitherto been any inftance in Eng- 
land. And not (o give the public any alarm with regard 
to the church laids, the queen, notwithftanding her bi- 
gotry, refumed hrr title of fupreme head of the church, 
which fhe had dopped three months before. Gardiner, 
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the chancellor, opened the feffion by a fpeech ; in which See 
he afferted the queen’s hereditary title to the crown ; sy 
maintained her right of chufing a hufbind for herfelf; . 1554 
obferved how proper a ufe fhe had mac of that right, 

by giving the preference to an old ally, defecended from 

the houfe of Burgundy; and remarked: the failure of 

Henry VIII's pofterity, of whom ther now remained 

none but the queen and the lady Elizateth.: He added, 

that, in order to obviate the inconvetiencies, which 

might arife from different pretenders, it was neceflary to 

inveft the queen, by law, with a power of difpofing of 

the crown, and of appointing he fuccdfor: A power, 

he faid, which was not to be thought unprecedented in 
England, fince it had formerly been conéerred on Henry 

Vill =, 

THe parliament was much difpofel to gratify the 
queen in all her defires ; but when the liberty, indepen- 
dency, and very being of the nation were in fuch vifible 
danger, they could not by any means bebrought to com- 
pliance. They knew both the inveterae hatred, which 
fhe bore to the lady Elizabeth, and her devoted attach- 
ment to the houfe of Auftria: They were acquainted 
with her extreme bigotry, which would lead her to poft- 
pone all confiderations of juftice or natioral intereft to the 
eftablifhment of the catholie¢ religion: They remarked, 
that Gardiner had carefully avoided, in his fpeech, the 
giving to Elizabeth the appellation of tle queen’s fitter ; 
and they thence concluded, that a defiga was formed of 
excluding her as illegitimate: They expicted, that Mary, 
if invefted with fuch a power as fhe requred, would make 
a will in her hufband’s favour, and therby render Eng- 
Jand for ever a province to the Spanifh nonarchy: And 
they were the more alarmed with tlefe projects, as 
they heard, that Philip’s defcent from the houfe of Lan- 
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‘ It, reprefented as the true and only heir. by right of inheri- 
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tance, 

The parliament, therefore, aware of their danger, were 
determined to keep at a diftance from the precipice, which 
lay before them. ‘They could not avoid ratifying the ar- 
ticles of marriage *, which were drawn very favourable 
for England ; but they declined the paffing of any fuch law 
as the chancellor pointed out to them : They would not fo 
much as declare it treafon to imagine or attempt the death 
ef the queen’s hufband, while fhe was alive; and. a bilk 
introduced for that purpofe, was laid afide after the firft 
reading. The more effectually to cut off Philip’s hopes 
of seiialtins any authority in England, they paffed a law, 
in which they declared, ‘¢ that her majefty as their only 
*¢ queen, fhould folely and as a fole queen, enjoy the 
<‘ crown and fovereignty of her realms, with all the pre- 
** eminencies, dignities, and rights thereto belonging, in 
© as large and ample a manner after her marriage as be- 
“¢ fore, without any title or claim accruing to the prince 
*° of Spain, either as tenant by courtefy of the realm, 
*¢ or by any other means >,” 

A Law pafied in this parliament for re-erecting the 
bifhopric of Durham, which had been diflolved by the 
Jaft parliament of Edward‘. ‘Thequeen had already, by 
an exertion of her power, put Tonttal in poffeffion of that 
fee: But though it was ufual at that time for the crown 
to aflume authority which might feem entirely legiflative, 
it was always deemed more fafe and fatisfactory to pro- 
cure the fanction of parliament. Bills were introduced 
for fupprefling heterodox opinions contained in books, 
and for reviving the law of the fix articles, together with 
thofe againft the Lollards, and againft herefy and erro- 
neous preaching: But none of thefe laws could pafs the 
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two houfes. A proof, that the parliamentshad referves € 1 A P. 

even in their conceffions with regard to religion; about oat 

which they feem to have beén lefs fcrupulous. The 1554. 

queen, therefore, finding that they would not ferve all her 

purpofes, finifhed the feffion by diffolving them. sth Mag, 
Mary’s thoughts were now entirely employed about 

receiving Don Philip, whofe arrival the hourly expected. 

This princefs, who had lived fo many years ina very re- 

ferved and private manner, without any profpect or hopes of 

a hufband, was fo fmitten with affe@tion for hér young 

confort, whom fhe had never feen, that the waited with 

the utmoft impatience for the completion of the Marriages 
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and every obftacle was to her a fource of anxiety and dif- 


content’, She complained of Philip’s delays as affected’s 
and fhe could not conceal her vexation, that, though fhe 
brought him akingdom as her dowry, he'treated her with 
fuch negleét, that he had never yet favoured her witha fincle 
letter. Her fondnefs was but the more encreafed by this 
fupercilious treatment ; and when fhe found ‘that her fub« 
jects had entertained the greateft averfion for the event, 
to which fhe direed her fondeft withes, the made the 
whole Englith nation the object of her refentment, A 
fquadron, under the command of lord Effingham, had 
been fitted out to convoy Philip from Spain, where he 
then refided ; but the admiral informing her, that the dif 
contents ran very high among the feamen, and that it 
was not fafe for Philip to entruft. himfelf in their hands, 
fhe gave orders to difmifs them‘. She then dreaded, left 
the French fleet, being mafters of the fea, might inter- 
cept her hufband; and every rumour of danger, every 
blaft of wind, threw her into panics and convulfions. Her 
health, and even'her underftanding, were vifibly hurt by 
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this extreme impatience; and fhe was ftruck with a new 
apprehenfion, left her perfon, impaired by time, and blafted 
by ficknefs, fhould prove difagreeable to her future con- 
fort. Her glafs difcovered to her how hagard fhe was 
become; and when fhe remarked the decay of her beauty, 
fhe knew not whether fhe ought more to defire or appre- 
hend the arrival of Philip §. 

Ar laft came the moment fo impatiently expeCted ; and 
riews was brought the queen of Philip’s arrival at South- 
ampton*, A few days after, they were married in Wett- 
minfter ; and having made a pompous entry into London, 
where Philip difplayed his wealth with great oftentation, 
fhe carried him to Windfor, the palace in which they 
afterwards refided. The prince’s behaviour was ill cal- 
culated to remove the prejudices, which the Englifh na- 
tion had entertained againft him. He was diftant and 
referved in his addrefs ; took no notice of the falutes even 
of the moft confiderable noblemen; and fo entrenched 
himfelf in form and ceremony, that he was in a man- 
ner inacceffible!: But this circumftance rendered him the 
more acceptable to the queen, who defired to have no 
company but her hufband’s, and who was impatient 
when fhe met with any interruption to her fondnefs. The 
fhorteft abfence gave her vexation ; and when he fhowed 
civilities to any other woman, fhe could not conceal her 
jealoufy and refentment. 

Mary foon found, that Philip’s ruling paffion was 
ambition ; and that the only method of gratifying him 
and fecuring his affections, was to render him mafter of 
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England. The intereft and liberty of her people were C H A P. 
confiderations of {mall moment, in comparifon of her ob- ey 
taining this favourite point. She fummoned a new par- 1554 
liament, in hopes of finding them entirely compliant; and 

that fhe might acquire the greater authority over them, 

fhe imitated the precedent of the former reign, and wrote 
circular letters dire€ting a proper choice of members *. 

The zeal of the catholics, the influence of Spanifh gold, 12th Nov. 
the powers of prerogative, the difcouragement of the gen- 

try, particularly of the proteftants ; all thefe caules, fe- 
conding the intrigues of Gardiner, had procured her a 

houfe of commons, which was, in a great meafure, to her 
fatisfaction ; and it was thought, from. the difpofition of 

the nation, that fhe might now fafely omit, on her affem- 

bling the parliament, the title of fupreme head of the 
church, though infeparably annexed by law to the crown 

of England}. _ Cardinal Pole had arrived in Flanders, in- 

vetted with legantine powers from the pope: In order to 
prepare the way for his arrival in England, the parliament 

pafled an act, reverfing his attainder, and reftoring his 

blood ; and the queen, difpenfing with the old ftatute of 
provifors, granted him permiffion to a& as legate. The 
cardinal came over ;,and after being introduced to the 

king and queen, he invited the parliament to reconcile 
themfelves and the kingdom to the apoftolic fee, from 
which they had been. fo long and fo unhappily divided, 

This meflage was taken in good part; and both houfes 

voted an addrefs to Philip and Mary, acknowledging that 

they had been guilty of a moft horrible defection from 

the true church ; profeffing a fincere repentance of their 

paft tranfgreffions ; declaring their refolution to repeal all 

laws enacted in prejudice of the church of Rome; and 
praying their majefties, that, fince they were happily un- 
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With the holy father for the abfolution and forgivenefs of 
their penitent fubje@ts™. ‘The requeft was eafily granted. 
The legate, in the ‘name of his holinefs, gave the ‘parlia~ 
ment aid kingdom abfolution, freed them from all cenfures, 
and fecéived them again into 'the bofom of the church, 
‘The ‘pipe, then Julias IL. being informed of thefe tranf- 
ations, faid, that it was an unexampled inftance of his 
felicity, to receive thanks from the Englith, for allowing 
them ‘to do what he ought to give them thanks for per- 
forming ". 

NorwirTHsTANDING the extremé zeal of thofe times, 
for and againft popery, the objet always uppermoft with 
the nobility and géntry, was their money and eftates ; 
They were rot brought to make thefe conceffions in fa- 
vour of Ronie, till they had received repeated aflurances, 
ftom the pope’ as well as the queen, that the plunder, 
which'they had made on the ecclefiaftics, fhould never be 
enquired into; and that the abbey and church lands 
fhould ‘remaii with the prefent pofleflors®. But not 
trufting altogether to thefe promifes, the parliament took . 
care, in the law itfelf?, by which they repealed the for- 
mer ftatutes énatted againft the pope’s authority, to infert 
@ claufe; in which, befides beftowing validity on all mar- 
fiavés celebrated’ during the fchifm, and fixing’the right 
of incumbents to their benefices, they gave fecurity to the 
pofleflors of church lands, and freed them from all dan- 
ger of ecclefiaftical cenfures. The convocation alfo, in 
order to remove apprehenfions on that head, were induced 
to prefent a petition to the fame purpofe 4 ; and the le- 
gate, in his mafter’s name, ratified all thefe tranfactions. 
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Tt now appeared, that, notwithftanding the efforts of the ae a 
queen and king, the power of the papacy was effeCtually ( 
fuppreffed in England, and invincible barriers fixed againit 3554 
its re-eftablifhment. For though the jurifdiGtion of the ec- 
clefiaftics was, for the prefent, reftored, their property, on 
which their power much depended, was irretrievably loft, 
and no hopes remained of recovering it. Even thefe ar- 
bitrary, powerful, and bigotted princes, while the tranf- 
actions were yet recent, could not regain to the church 
her poffeffions {0 lately ravifhed from her ; and no expe- 
dients were left to the clergy for enriching themfelves, but 
thofe which they had at firtt practifed, and which had re- 
quired many ages of ignorance, barbarifm, and fuperfti- 
tion, to produce their effe& on mankind «, 

THE parliament, having fecured their own pofieffiions, 
were more indifferent with regard to religion, or even to 
the lives of their fellow-citizens : They revived the old 
fanguinary laws againft heretics *, which had been rejected 
in the former parliament: They alfo ena@ted feveral ftatutes 
againft feditious words and rumourst 3 and they made it 
treafon to imagine or attempt the death of Philip, during 
his marriage with the queen", Each parliament hitherto 
had been induced to go a ftep farther than their predecefs 
fors; but none of them had entirely loft all regard to na- 
tional interefts. T-heir hatred againft the Spaniards, as 
well as their fufpicion of Philip’s pretenfions, ftill pre- 
vailed ; and though the queen attempted to get her hufband 
declared prefumptive heir of the crown, and to have the 
adminiftration put into his hands; fhe failed in all] her 
endeavours, and could not fo much as procure the parlia- 
ment’s confent to his coronation All attempts like- 
wife to obtain fubfidies from the commons, in order to 


¥ See note [R] at the end of the volume. 8 ¢ & Phil. & 
Mar. c. 6, t Ibid. c. 3.9. w'Tbid, ¢, 16. 
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XXKV 


fruitlefs: The ufual animofity and jealoufy of the Eng- 


1554 ith againft that kingdom, feemed to have given place, for 


the prefent, to like paffions againft Spain. Philip, fen- 
fible of the prepoffeffions entertained againft him, endea- 
voured to acquire popularity by procuring the releafe of 
feveral prifoners of diftin@tion ; lord Henry Dudley, Sir 
George Harper, Sir Nicholas Throgmorton, Sir Edmond 
Warner, Sir William St. Lo, Sir Nicholas Arnold, Har- 
rington, Tremaine, who had been canfined from the fuf- 
picions or refentment of the court*. But nothing was 
more agreeable to the nation than his protecting the lady 
Elizabeth from the fpite and malice of the queen, and 
reftoring her to liberty. This meafure was not the 


effect of any generofity in Philip, a fentiment of which. 


he was wholly deftitute ; but of .a refined policy, which 
made him forefee, that, if that princefs were put to 
death, the next lawful heir was the queen of Scots, whofe 
fucceffion would for ever annex England to the crown of 
France. The earl of Devonthire alfo reaped fome benefit 
from Philip’s affeClation of popularity, and recovered his 
liberty : But that nobleman, finding himfelf expofed to 
fufpicion, begged permiffion to travel ¥ ; and he foon after 
died at Padua, from poifon, as is pretended, given him by 
the Imperialifts. He was the eleventh and laft earl of De- 
vonthire of that noble family, one of the mott illuftrious 
in Europe. 

THE queen’s extreme defire of having iffue, had. made 
her fondly give credit to any appearance of pregnancy ; 
and when the legate was introduced to her, fhe fancied, 
that the felt the embryo ftir in her womb +. Her flatter- 
ers compared this motion of the infant to that of John 
the Baptift, who leaped in his mother’s belly at the falu- 

x Heylin, p. ig. Burnet, vol. ii, p. 2897. Stowe, p, 626. Depeches de 
Woailles, vol, iv. p. £36, 147. y Heylin, p. go. Godwin, p» 349+ 
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tation of the virgin*, Difpatches were immediately fent 
to inform f foreign courts of thisevent: Orders were iffu d 
to give public thanks: Great re joicings were made: The 
family of the young prince was already fettied >; for the 
catholics held themfelves affured that the child was to bea 
male; And Bonner, bithop of, London, . made public 
prayers be faid, that Heaven would pleafe to render him 
beautiful, vigorous, and witty. But the nation ftill re- 
mained fomewhat incredulous; and men were perfuaded, 
that the queen laboured under infirmities, which rendered 
her incapable of having children, Her in: ant proved only 
the commencement of a dropfy, which the difordered 
ftate of her health had brought upon her. The belief, 
however, of her pregnancy was upheld with all pof- 
fibie care ; and was one artifice, by which Philip endea- 
voured to fupport his authority in the kinzdom, “The 
parliament pafled a law, which, in cafe of the queen’s 
demife, appointed him proteétor during the minority ; and 
the king and queen, finding they could obtain no fur- 
ther conceflions, came unexpectedly to Weftminfter, and 
diffolved them, 

Tuere happened an incident this fefion, which mutt 
not be pafled over in filence. Several members of tie 
lower houfe, diffatisfied with the meafures of the parlia- 
ment, but finding themfelves unable to prevent them, 
made a feceflion, in order to fhow their difapprobation, 
and refufed any longer to attend the houfe*, For this 
inftance of contumacy they were indiéted in the King’s- 
bench after the diffolution of parliament: Six of them 
fubmitted to the mercy of the court, and paid their fines: 
The reft traverfed ; and the queen died before the affair 
was brought to an iffue. Judging of the matter by the 
fubfequent claims of the houfe of commons, and, indeed, 

@ Burnet, vol, ii. p.292. Godwin, p. 348. b Heylin, p. 46. 
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XXXVI. 
Same 
3555° 


the queen’s minifters muft be regarded as a breach of privi- 
lege; but it gave little umbrage at the time, and was 
never called in queftion by any houfe of commons, which 
afterwards fat during thisreign. The count of Noailles, 
the French ambaflador, fays, that the queen threw feveral 
members into prifon for their freedom of fpeech *. 
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Reasons for and againft Toleration —— Perfecutions 
A parliament ~The gueen’s extortions 
; Execution of 
War with France——-Battle of St. 
Quintin Calais taken by the French Affairs 
of Scotland Marriage of the Dauphin and the 
queen of Scots—A parliament—Death of the queen. 


The emperor refigns his crown 


Cranmer 


HE fuccefs, which Gardiner, from his cautious C H A P, 
and prudent conduét, had met with in governing ay 
the parliament, and engaging them to concur both in the 1555. 
Spanith match, and in the re-eftablifhment of the ancient 
religion, two points to which, it was believed, they bore 
an extreme averfion, had fo raifed his charaéter for wife 
dom and policy, that his cpinion was received as an 
oracle in the council; and his authority, as it was al- 
Ways great in his own party, no longer fuffered any op- 
pofition or controul. Cardinal Pole himfelf, though more 
beloved on account of his virtue and candour, and though 
fuperior in birth and ftation, had not equal weight in 
public deliberations ; and while his learning, piety, and 
humanity were extremely refpected, he was reprefented 
more as a good man than a great minifter. A very im- 
portant queftion was frequently debated, before the queen 
and council, by thefe two ecclefiaftics; whether the laws 
gain{t heretics fhould be put in execution, 


oe) 


lately revived ag 

or fhould only be employed to reftrain, by terror, the bold 
attempts of thefe zealots? Pole was-very fincere in his 
réligious principles; and though his moderation had made 
him be fufpected at Rome of a tendency towards Lu ther- 
anifm, he was ferioufly perfuaded of the catholic dodirines, 
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ph haat and thought that no confideration of human policy ought 
weg? ever to come in competition with fuch important inte- 
555 refts, (Gardiner, on the contrary, had always made his 
religion fubfervient to his fchemes of fafety or advance- 
ment; and by his unlimited complaifance to Henry, he 

had fhown, that, had he not been pufhed to extremity 

under the late minority, he was fufficiently difpofed to 

make a facrifice of his principles to the eftablifhed theo- 

logy. This was the well-known character of thefe two 

great counfellors; yet fuch is the prevalence of temper 

above fyftem, that the benevolent difpofition of Pole led 

him to advife a toleration of the heretical tenets, which 

he highly blamed ; while the fevere manners of Gardiner 
inclined him to fupport, by perfecution, that religion, 
which, at the bottom, he regarded with great indifte- 
rence®. This ciscumftance of public conduct was of the 
higheft importance ; and from being the object of deli- 
beration in the council, it foon became the fubject of dif- 

courfe throughout the nation. We fhall relate, in a few 

words, the topics, by which each fide fupported, or might 

have fupported, their fcheme of policy ; and fhall difpiay 

the oppofite reafons, which have been employed, with re- 

gard to an argument that ever has been, and ever will be 


f fo much canvafied. 
Reafonsfor HE practice of perfecution, faid the defenders of 
eee Pole’s opinion, is the fcandal of all religion; and the the- 
ological animofity, fo fierce and violent, far from being 
an argument of men’s conviction in their oppofite fects, 
is a certain proof, that they have never reached any {e- 
xious perfuafion with regard to thefe remote and fublime 
fubjecis. Even thofe, who are the moft impatient of con- 
tradiétion in other controverfies, are mild and moderate 
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in comparifon of polemical divines ; and wherever a man’s - 
knowledye and experience give him.a perfect aflurance in 
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his own “opinion, he regards with contempt, rather than ae 
anger, the oppofition and miftakes‘of others. But while dy 
men zealoufly maintain what they neither clearly com— 1555» _ 
prehend, nor entirely believe, they are fhaken in their 
imagined faith, by the oppofite perfuafion, or even doubts 
of other men; and vent on their antagonifts that impa- 
tience, which is the natural refult of fo difagreeable a 
ftate of the underftanding. They then eafily embrace 
any pretence for reprefenting opponents as impious and 
profane ; and if they can alfo find a colour for connec- 
ting this violence with the interefts of civil government, 
they can no longer be reftrained from giving uncontroul- 
ed fcope to vengeance and refentment. But {urely never 
enterprize was more unfortunate than that of found- 
ing perfecution upon policy, or endeavouring, for the 
fake of peace, to fettle an entire uniformity of opinion, 
in queftions which, of all others, are leaft fubjected to 
the criterion of human reafon. The univerfal and un- 
contradicted prevalence of one opinion in religious fub- 
jects, can be owing at firft to the ftupid ignorance alone 
and barbarifm of the people, who never indulge them. 
felves in any fpeculation or enquiry; and there is no 
expedient for. maintaining that uniformity, fo fond. 
ly fought after, but by banifhing for ever all curio- 
fity and a]l improvement in fcience and cultivation. I¢ 
may not, indeed, appear difficult to check, by a fteady 
feverity, the firft beginnings of controver{y ; but befides 
that this policy expofes for ever the people to all the abe 
ject terrors of fuperftition, and the magiftrate to the end« 
lefs encroachments of ecclefiaftics, it. alfo renders men fo 
delicate, that they can never endure to hear of oppofia~ 
tion ; and they will fome time pay dearly for that falfe 
tranquillity, in which they have been fo long indulged, 
As healthful bodies are ruined by too nice a regi« 
men, and are thereby rendered incapable of bearing the 
| Dda unavoidable 
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c HAP. ynavoidable-incidents of human life ; a people, who ne= 
XXXVI. j : : wires 
‘ ,ver were allowed .o imagine, that their principles could 


1555- be contefted, fly ait into the moft outrageous violence, 
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when any event (ind fuch events are common) produces 
a faction among tieir clergy, and gives rife to any dif- 
ference in tenet ot opinion, But whatever may be faid 
in favour of fuppefling, by perfecution, the firft begin= 
nings of herefy, 10 folid argument can be alleged for 


extending feverity towards multitudes, or endeavouring, 


by capital punifhnents, to extirpate an opinion, which 
has diffufed itfelfamong men of every rank and ftation. 
Befides the extrene barbarity of fuch an attempt, it 
commonly prove. ineffectual to the purpofe intended ; 
and ferves only te make men more obftinate in their per- 
fuafion, and to mcreafe the number of their profelytes. 
The melancholy, with which the fear of death, torture, 
and perfecution infpires the fectaries, is the proper difpo- 
fition for fofterin: religious zeal: The profpect of eters 
nal rewards, when brought near, overpowers the dread 
of temporal punfhments: The glory of martyrdom fti- 
mulates all the nore furious zealots, efpecially the lead- 
ers and preaches: Where a violent animofity is excited 
by oppreffion, men naturally pafs, from hating the per- 
fons of their tyants, to a more violent abhorrence of 
their do&trines: And the fpectators, moved with pity 
towards the fwpofed martyrs, are eafily feduced | to 
embrace thofe pinciples, which can infpire men with a 
conftancy that ippears almoft fupernatural. Open the 
door to toleraton, mutual hatred relaxes among the 
fe&taries ; their attachment to their particular modes of 
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religion decays ; the common occupations and pleafures 
of life fucceed o the acrimony of difputation; and the 
fame man, wh, in other circumftances, would have 
braved flames aid tortures, is induced to change his fect 
from the finalbft profpeét of favour and advancement, 

. or 
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or even from the frivolous hope of becoming more fa-C HAP. 


ae ’ XXXVil- 
fhionable in his principles. If any exception ‘can $6. 


admitted to this maxim of toleratim, it will only be 1555: 
where.a theology altogether new, novife conne&ed with 

the ancient religion of the ftate, is imported from foreign 
countries, and may eafily, at one bow, be eradicated, 
without leaving the ‘feeds of futur innovation. But 

as this exception would imply fomeapology for the an- 

cient pagan perfecutions, or for the «xtirpation of Chri- 
ftianity in China and Japan; it ouglt furely, on account 

of this detefted confequence, to be raher buried in eter- 

nal filence and oblivion. 

‘THOUGH thefe arguments appear «tirely fatisfaQory, 
yet fuch is the fubtilty of human wit, that Gardiner, and 
the other enemies to. toleration, wer_not reduced to fi- 
lence; and they ftill found topics o: which to maintain 
the controverfy. The doétrine, fail they, of liberty of 
confcience, is founded on the moft fherant impiety, and 
fuppofes fuch an indifference amor all religions, fuch 
an obf{curity in theological doétrins, as to render the 
church and magiftrate incapable of diftinguifhing, with 
certainty, the dictates of Heaven frem the mere fiGtions 
of human imagination. If the Dvinity reveals prin- 
ciples to mankind, he will furely giv€ a criterion by 
which they may be afcertained ; and 1 prince, who know- 
ingly allows thefe principles to be perverted or adulte- 
rated, is infinitely more criminal tha if he gave permif- 
fion for the vending of poifon,, undi the fhape of food, 
to all his fubjeéts. Perfecution mar, indeed, feem bet- 
ter calculated to make hypocrites than converts; but 
experience teaches us, that the habis of hypocrify often 
turn into reality ; and the children atleaft, ignorant of the 
diffimulation of their parents, may hippily be educated in 
more orthodox tenets. It is abfurd,in oppofition to con- 
fiderations of fuch unfpeakable importance, to plead ‘the 
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CH P+ temporal and frivolous interefts of civil fociety ; and if 


XXXVI. ‘ c 
=, matters be thoroughly examined, even that topic will not 
355 appear fo univerfally certain in favour of toleration as by 


fome it is reprefented. Where fects arife, whofe funda- 
mental principle on all fides is to execrate, and abhor, 
and damn, and extirpate each other; what choice has 
the magiftrate left but to take part, and by rendering one 
fe&t entirely prevalent, reftore, at leaft for a time, the 
public tranquillity? The political body, being here 
fickly, muft not be treated as if it were ina ftate of 
found health; and an affected neutrality in’the prince, 
or even a cool preference, may ferve only to encourage 
the hopes of all the feéts, and keep alive their animofity. 
The proteftants, far from tolerating the religion of their 
anceftors, regard it as an impious and deteftable idolatry 5 
and during the late minority, when they were entirely 
mafters, they enacted very fevere, though not capital, 
punifhments againft all exercife of the catholic worfhip, 
and even againft fuch as barely abftained from their pro- 
fane rites and facraments. Nor are inftances wanting of 
their endeavours to fecure an imagined orthodoxy by the 
moft rigorous executions : Calvin has burned Servetus at 
Geneva: Cranmer brought Arians and Anabaptifts to 
the ftake: ‘And if perfecution of any kind be admit- 
ted, the moft bloody and violent will furely be allowed 
the moft juftifiable, as the moft effectual, Imprifon- 
ments, fines, confifcations, whippings, ferve only to irri- 
tate the feéts, without difabling them from refiftance: 
But the ftake, the wheel, and the gibbet, muft foon ters 
minate in the extirpation or banifhment of all the here- 
tics, inclined to give difturbance, and in the entire filence 

and fubmiffion of the reft. 
Tue arguments of Gardiner, being more agreeable 
to the cruel bigotry of Mary and Philip, were better re- 
ceived 5 

bai 


ceived; and though Pole pleaded, as is affirmed, the C HA P. 
; . XXXVI. 
advice of the emperor, who recommended it to his Ee 
daughter-in-law, not to exercife violence againft the pro- 15'5* 
teftants, and defired her to confider his own example, 


who, after endeavouring, through his whole life, to ex- 


tirpate herefy, had, in the end, reaped nothing but con- 
fufion and difappointment, the fcheme of toleration was 
entirely rejected. It was determined to let loofe the laws 
in their full vigour againft the reformed religion; and 
England was foon filled ‘with fcenes of horror, which 


have ever fince rendered the catholic religion the object 
of general deteftation, and which prove, that no human 
depravity can equal revenge and cruelty, covered with 
the mantle of religion. 

Tue perfecutors began with Rogers, prebendary 2 Saige 
St. Paul’s, a man eminent in his party for virtue as well Englasi. 
as for learning. Gardiner’s plan was firft to attack 
men of that character, whom, he hoped, terror would 


bend to fubmiffion, and whofe example, either of pu- 
nifhment or recantation, would naturally have influence 
on the multitude: But he found a perfeverance ‘and 


courage in Rogers, which it may feem ftrange to find in 
human nature, and of which all ages, and all fects, do 
neverthelefs furnifh many examples. Rogers, befide the 
eare of his own prefervation, lay under other powerful 
temptations to compliance: He had a wife, whom he 
tenderly loved, and ten children; yet fuch was his fere- 
nity after his condemnation, that the jailors, it is faid, 
waked him from a found fleep, when the hour of his 
execution approached. He had defired to fee his wife 
before he died; but Gardiner told him, that he was 
a prieft; and could not poffibly have a wife; thus 


€ Burnet, vol. ii. Heylin, p. 47. It is not likely, however, that Charles 
gave any fuch advice: For he himfelf was at this very time proceeding with 
great violence in perfecuting the reformed in Flanders, Bentivoglio, part i. 
Jib. 3. 
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CHA P.joining infut to cruelty. Rogers was burnt in Smith- 
Late jexae Held ©, 

3555° Hooper, bifhop of Glocefter, had been tried at the 

fame time vith Rogers; but was fent to his own diocefe 

to be exected. This circumftance was contrived to 

ftrike the geater terror into his flock; but it was a 

fource of cnfolation to Hooper, who rejoiced in giving 

teftimony, 'y his death, to that do@trine, which he 

had former] preached among them. When he was tied 

to the ftake a ftoo] was fet before him, and the queen’s 

pardon laidupon it, which it was ftill in his power to 

merit by a tcantation: But he ordered it to be removed ; 

and cheerfuly prepared himfelf for that dreadful punith- 

ment, to vaich he was fentenced.- He fuffered it in 

its full fevrity: The wind, which was violent, blew 

the flame ¢ the reeds from his body: The faggots 

were green and did not kindle eafily: All his lower 

parts wereconfumed, before his vitals were attacked: 

One of his iands dropped off: With the other he conti- 

nued to bet his breaft: He was heard to pray and to 

exhort the eople; till his tongue, fwoln with the vio- 

lence of hi agony, could no longer permit him utter- 

ance. Hewas three quarters of an hour in torture, 
which he bre with inflexible conftancy ¢. 

SANDER was burned at Coventry: A pardon was 
alfo offeredhim ; but he rejected it, and embraced the 
flake, fayin, ‘* Welcome the crofs of Chrift; wel- 
‘* come evrlafting life.” Taylor, parfon of Hadley, 
was punifhd by fire in that place, furrounded by his 
ancient frinds and parifhioners. When tied to the 
ftake, he zhearfed a pfalm in Englifh: One of his 
guards itruk him on the mouth, and bade him {peak 


f Fox; valliepe tg. Burnet, vol: ii p. 302. & Fox, vol. iti. 
P- ¥4q53 Sc, Burnet, vol. is. p. 30%,  Heylin, p. 48, 49. Godwin, 
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Latin: Another, in a rage, gave him a llow on the CHAP. 


head with his halbert, which happily put in end to his PaRY e 
torments. 1558. 


THERE was one Philpot, archdeacon of Winchefter, 
enflamed with fuch zeal for orthodoxy, thathaving been 


engaged in difpute with an Arian, he fpit i his adver- 
fary’s face, to fhew the great deteftation, wich he had 
entertained againft that herefy. He afterwrds wrote a 
treatife to juftify this unmannerly expreflbn of zeal: 
He faid, that he was led to it, in order tc relieve the 
forrow conceived from fuch horrid blafphmy, and to 
fignify how unworthy fuch a mifcreant ws of being 
admitted into the fociety of any Chriftian®. ~Philpot 
was a proteftant ; and falling now into te hands of 
people as zealous as himfelf, but more poweful, he was 
condemned to the flames, and fuffered at Snithfield.’ It 
feems to be almoft a general rule, that, in ill religions 
except the true, no man will fuffer martrdom, who 
would not alfo inflict it willingly on all tha differ from 
him. The fame zeal for fpeculative opinion is the caufe 
of both. 

THE crime, for which almoft all the protftants weré 
condemned, was, their refufal to acknowlelge the real 
prefence. Gardiner, who had vainly expected, that a 
few examples would ftrike a terror into th reformers, 
finding the work daily multiply upon him, evolved the 
invidious office on others, chiefly on Bonne, a man of 
profligate manners, and. of a brutal character, who feem~ 
ed to rejoice in the torments of the unhappy fufferers 4. 
He fometimes whipped the,prifoners with hisown hands, 
till he was tired with the violence of the eercife: He 
tore out the beard of a weaver, who refufed 6 relinquifh 
his religion; and that he might give him afpecimen of 
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ou SE burning, he held his hand to the candle, till the finews 
and veins fhrunk and burft ¥. 

155 Tr is needlefs to be particular in enumerating all the 
cruelties practifed in England during the courfe of three 
years that thefe perfecutions lafted: The favage barba- 
rity on the one hand, and the patient conftancy on the 
other, are fo fimilar in all thofe martyrdoms, that the 
narrative, little agreeable in itfelf, would never be reliev- 
ed by any variety. Human nature appears nof, on any 
occafion, fo deteftable, and at the fame time fo abfurd, 
as in thefe religious perfecutions, which fink men be- 
low infernal fpirits in wickednefs, and below the beafts 
in folly. A few inftances only may be worth pre- 


ferving, in order, if poffible, to warn zealous bigots, 


for ever to avoid fuch odious and fuch fruitlefs barba- 
rity. 

Ferrar, bifhop of St. David’s, was burned in his 
own diocefe ; and his appeal to cardinal Pole was not at- 
tended to'.. Ridley, bifhop of London, and Latimer, 
formerly bithop of Worcefter, two prelates celebrated for 
learning and virtue, perifhed together in the fame flames 
at Oxford, and fupported each other’s conftancy by their 
mutual exhortations. Latimer, when tied to the ftake, 
called to his companion, ‘* Be of good cheer, brother ; 
«¢ we fhall this day kindle fuch a torch in England, as, 
<¢ [ truft in God, fhall never be extinguifhed.” The 
executioners had been fo merciful (for that clemency may 
more naturally be afcribed to them than to the religious 
zealots) as to tie bags of gunpowder about thefe prelates, 
in order to put a fpeedy period to their tortures: The 
explofion immediately killed Latimer, who was in ex- 
treme old age: Ridley continued alive during fome time 
in the midft of the fames ™. 
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Ove Hunter, a young man of nineteen, an apprentice, C H A P, 
having been feduced by a prieft into a difpute, had unwa-C 7 
rily denied the real prefence. Senfible of his danger, he 4555 
immediately abfconded ; but Bonner, Jaying hold of his 
Father, threatened him with the greateft feverities, if he 
did not produce the young man to ftand his trial. Hun- 
ter, hearing of the vexations to which his father was ex- 
pofed, voluntarily furrendered himfelf to Bonner, and 
was condemned to the flames by that barbarous prelate. 

Tuomas Haukes, when conduéted to the ftake, 
agreed with his friends, that, if he found the torture 
tolerable, he would make them a fignal to that purpofe 
in the midft of the flames. His zeal for the caule, in 
which he fuffered, fo fupported him, that he ftretched 
out his arms, the fignal agreed on; and in that pofture 
he expired ',~ This example, with many others of like 


conftancy, encouraged multitudes, not only to fuffer, but 
even to court and afpire to martyrdom. 
THE tender fex itfelf, as they have commonly greater 


sess 


propenfity to religion, produced many examples of the 


moft inflexible courage, in fupporting the profeffion of 
it, againft al] the fury of the perfecutors. One execu- 
tion in particular was attended with circumitances, 
which, even at that time, excited aftonifhment, by rea- 
fon of their unufual barbarity. A woman in Guernfey, 
being near the time of her Jabour when brought to the 


SS ee 


flake, was thrown into fuch agitation by the torture, 
that her belly burft, and fhe was delivered in the midf 
of the flames. One of the guards immediately fnatched 
the infant from the fire, and attempted to fave it: Buta 
magiftrate, who ftood by, ordered it to be thrown back; 
being determined, he faid, that nothing fhould furyive 
which fprang from fo obftinate and heretical a parent ™, 


So Sa 
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wet, vol. ii, ps 337+ 
THE 


eT 


20S ee ee ere a 


416 HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 


ya Tue perfons condemned to thefe punifhments were 
‘ not convicted of teaching, or dogmatizing, contrary to the 
1555 ‘eftablifhed religion: They were feized merely on fufpi- 
cion ; and articles being offered them to fubfcribe, they 

were immediately, upon their refufal, condemned to the 

flames ®. ‘Thefe inftances of barbarity, fo unufual in the 

nation, excited horror; the conftancy of the martyrs was 

the object of admiration ; and as men have a principle of 

equity engraven in their minds, which even falfe reli- 

gion is not able totally to obliterate, they were fhocked 

to fee perfons of probity, of honour, of pious difpofi- 

tions, expofed to punifhments more fevere than were in- 

flited on the greateft ruffians, for crimes fubverfive of 

civil fociety, To exterminate the whole proteftant party, 

was known to be impoffible ; and nothing could appear 

more iniquitous, than to fubjeCt to, torture the moft con- 
{cientious and courageous among them, and allow the 

4 cowards and ‘hypocrites to efcape, Each martyrdom, 
therefore, was equivalent to a hundred fermons againft 

popery ; and men either avoided fuch horrid f{pectacles, 

or returned from them full of a violent, though fecret, 

:: indignation againf the perfecutors. Repeated orders were 
fent from the council to quicken the diligence of the 
magiftrates in fearching out heretics; and, in.fome places, 

the gentry were conitrained to, countenance, by their pre+ 

fence, thofe barbarous executions. Thefe acts of vio- 

lence tended only to render the Spanifh government daily 

more odious; and Philip, fenfible of the hatred which 

he incurred, endeavor ae to remove the reproach from 

himfelf by a very grofs. artifice: He ordered his confeflor 
to.deliver.in his prefence a fermon in favour of toleration 5 

a doctrine fomewhat extraordinary in the mouth of a. Spa- 

nifh friar®°. But the court, finding that Bonner, how- 

evér thamelefs and — would not bear alone the whole 


® Burnet, vol. ii, p. 3060 ® Heylin, p. 56. 
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imfamy, foon threw off the mafk; and the unrelenting Bastien 
temper of the queen, as well as of the king, appeared 


without Rentoul, A. bold ftep was even taken towards 4555 
introducing the inquifition into England. As the bifhops? 
Courts, though easier arbitrary, and not confined by 
any ordinary forms of law, appeared not to be invefted 
with fufficient power, a commiffion was appointed, by 
authority of the queen’s prerozative, more effectually to 
extirpate herefy, “Twenty-one perfons were named; but 


any three were armed with the powers of the whole, 
The commiffion runs in thefe terms; ** That fince many 
** falfe rumours were publifhed among the fubjects, and 
** many heretical opinions were alfo fpread among them, 

** the commiffioners were to enquire into thofe, either by 
“* prefentments, by witnefles, or any other political way 
“¢ they could devife, and to fearch after all herefies ; the 
‘¢ bringers in, the fellers, the readers of all heretical 


< 


= 
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*¢ books: They were to examine and punifh all mifbe- 


‘¢ haviours or negligences, in any church or chapel ; 


s* 


*¢ and to try all priefts that did not preach the facrament 


** of the altar; all perfons that did not hear mafs, or 
“¢ come to their parifh church to fervice, that would not 


*¢ go in proceflions, or did not take holy bread or holy 


rete 


“* water: And if they found any that did obftinately 


SS 


“* perfift in fuch herefies, they were to put them into the 
«© hands of their ordinaries, to be punithed a¢cording to 


Se 


“¢ the f{pititual laws: Giving the commiffioners full power 
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“< to proceed, as their difcretions and confciences fhould 
“< dire&t them, and to ufe all fuch means as they would 
© invent for the fearching of the premifes; empowering 
€¢ them alfo to call before them fuch witneiles as they 
“¢ pleafed, and to force them to make oath of fuch things 
*¢ as might difcover what they fought after?.” Some 
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pot ee te civil powers were alfo given the commiffioners to punifh 


u_—,—/ vagabonds and quarrelfome perfons. 

159% To bring the methods of proceeding in England ftill 
nearer to the practice of the inquifition, letters were 
written to lord North, and others, enjoining them, ‘* To 
‘¢ put to the torture fuch obftinate perfons as would 
«¢ pot confefs, and there to order them at their difcre- 

«‘ tion 9.” Secret fpies alfo, and informers, were em- 
ployed, according to the practice of that iniquitous tri- 
bunal. Inftructions were given to the juftices of peace, 
«© That they fhould call fecretly before them one or two 
“ honeft perfons within their limits, or more, at their 


‘© difcretion, and command them by oath, or otherwife, 


‘< that they fhall fecretly learn and fearch out fuch per- 
“6 fons as fhall evil-behave themfelves in church, or 
“¢ idly, or fhall defpife openly by words, the king’s or 
«© queen’s proceedings, or go about to make any com- 
“ motion, or tell any feditious tales or news. And 
«¢ alfo that the fame perfons fo to be appointed, fhall 
<< declare to the fame juftices of peace, the ill behaviour 
<6 of lewd difordered perfons, whether it fhall be for ufing 
«¢ unlawful games, and fuch other light behaviour of 
<< fych fufpected perfons: And that the fame informa- 
<¢ tion fhall be given fecretly to the juftices; and the 
<«¢ fame juftices fhall call fuch accufed perfons before 
‘¢ them, and examine them, without declaring by whom 
‘‘ they were accufed. And that the fame jultices fhall, 
<¢ upon their examination, punifh the offenders, accord- 
<* ing as their offences ihall appear, upon the accufement 
“6 st examination, by their difcretion, either by open 
<* punifhment or by good abearing '.” In fome refpects, 
this tyrannical edi& even exceeded the oppreifien of the 
inquifition ; by introducing into every part “bh govern- 
ment, the fame iniquities, which that tribunal practifes 
q Burnet, vol, ill, p. 243. t Ibid, p. 246, 247+ 


for 
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for the extirpation of herefy only, and which are, in 
fome meafure, neceflary, wherever that end is earneftly — 
purfued, 

Bur the court had devifed a mote expeditious and 
fummary method of fupporting orthodoxy than even the 
Inquifition itfelf. They iffued a proclamation againft books 
of herefy, treafon, and fedition; and declared, « That 
** whofoever had any of thefe books, and did not prefently 
** burn them, without reading them, or fhewing them 
** to any other perfon, fhould be efteemed rebels; and 
** without any farther delay, be executed by martial 
** law *.” From the ftate of the Englith government 
during that period, it is not fo much the illegality of 
thefe proceedings, as their violence and their pernicious 
tendency, which ought to be the objeét of our cenfure. 

WE have thrown Nandi almoft all the proceedings 
againft heretics, though carried on during a courfe of 
three years; that we may be obliged, as little as poflible, 
to return to fuch fhocking violences and barbarities. Ir 
is computed, that in that time two hundred ct lane 
feven perfons were brought to the ftake ; befides thole 
who were punifhed by imprifonment, fines, and confif- 
cations. Among thofe who fuffered by fire, were five 
bifhops, twenty-one clergymen, eight lay gentlemen, 
eighty-four tradefmen, one hundred hufbandmen, fer- 
vants, and labourers, fifty-five women, and four chil- 
dren. ‘This perfevering cruelty appears aftonifhing; yet 
is it much inferior to what has been practifed in other 
countries. A great author t computes, that, in the Ne» 
therlands alone, from the time that the edict of Charles 
V. was promulgated againft the reformers, there had 


j 


been fifty thoufand perfons hanged, beheaded, - buried 


alive, or burnt, on account of re Ligon 5 and that in 
, } ' 1 mn contiderable Vor 3 
France the number had aiio been Coniudceravie, £ Ct th 


+ rae lin, pes t Father Pau’, libs 5. 
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HA ic both. countries, as the fame author fubjoins, the progrefs 
of the new opinions, inftead of leing checked, was ra- 


Tur burning of heretics was avery natural method of 
reconciling the kingdom to the Ranifh communion ; ard 
little folicitation was requifite toengage the pope to re- 
ceive the ftrayed flock, from whici he reaped fuch confi- 
derable profit: Yet was there afolemn embafly fent to 
Rome, confifting of Sir Anthony Brown, created vif- 
count Montacute, the bifhop of Ely, and Sir Edward 
Carne; in order to carry the fibmiffions of England, 
and beg to be re-admitted’ into tht bofom of the catholic 
church *. Paul IV. after a fhortinterval, now filled the 
papal chair; the moft haughty pontiff that during fe- 
veral ages had been elevated tothat dignity. He was 
offended, that Marv ftill retained among her titles, that 
of queen of Ireland ; and he affirned, that it belonged to 
him alone, as he faw caufe, eitler to erect new king- 
doms or abolifh the old: But to woid all difpute with the 
new converts, he thought prope’ to erect Ireland into a 
kingdom, and he then admitted the title, as if it had 
been aflumed from his conceffion ‘This was a ufual ar- 
tifice of the popes, to give allowince to what they could 
not prevent ”, and afterwards preend, that princes, white 
they exercifed their own powers, were only acting by av- 
thority from the papacy. And tough Paul had at firft 
intended to oblige Mary formallyto recede from this title, 
before he would beftow it upon ler; he found it prudent 
to proceed in a lefs haughty mamier *. 

ANOTHER point in difcuffion between the pope and 
the Englith ambafladors- was nit fo eafily terminated, 
Paul infifted, that the property an¢ pofleffions of the church 
fhould be reftored to the uttermot farthing: That what- 
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ever belonged to Gol could never by any law be con- CH A P. 


verted to profane ufes and every perfon who detained fuch 
poifeffions was in a ftte of eternal damnation: That he 
would willingly, in onfideration of the humble fubmif. 
fions of the Englith, mke them a prefent of thefe ecclefiaf. 
tical revenues ; but fich a conceffion exceeded his power, 
and the people might le certain that fo great a profanation 
of holy things would se a p:rpetual anathema upon them, 
and would blait all heir future felicity ; — if they 
would truly thew ther filial piety, they muft reftore al 
he privileges and emduments of the Romifh sea and 
Peter’s pence among te reft; nor could they expect, that 
this sets would ojen to them the gates of paradife, 
while they detained fpm him his patrimony on earth 7, 
Thefe earneft remonfrances, being tranfinitted to Eng- 
Jand, though they hadlittle influence on the nation, ope- 
rated powerfully on tle queen ; who was determined, in 
order to eafe her SE to reftore all the church 
lands which were ftillin the poffeffion of the crown: And 
the more to difplay a ee fhe erected anew fome con- 
vents and monafteries, notwith{tanding the low condition 
of the exchequer *. When this nteaiure was debated in 
council, fome membes objected, that, if fuch a confi- 
derable part of the rewnue were difmembered, the dignity 
of the crown would fd] to decay: but the queen replied, 
that fhe preferred the falyation of her foul to ten fuch 
kingdoms as Englanl*. ‘Thefe imprudent meafures 
would not probably hve taken place fo eafily, had it not 
been for the death of Gardiner, which happened about 
this time: The grea feal was given to Heathe, arch- 
bifhop of York; thatan ecclefiaftic might ftill be pot 
fefled of that high ofice, and be better enabled by hig 


y Father Paul, lib, 5. ‘Teylin, p. 45. 2 Depeches de Noaijles, 
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authority to forward the perfecutions againft the re~ 
formed. 

TueEseE perfecutions were now become extremely odi- 
ous to the nation ; and the effects of the public difcon- 
tent appeared in the new parliament, fummoned to meet 
at Weftminiter >. A bill + was pafled, reftoring to the 
church-the tenths and firft-fruits, and all the impropria- 
tions which remained in the hands of the crown; but 
though this matter directly concerned none but the queen 
herfelf, great oppofition was made to the bill in the houfe 
of commons. An application being made for a fubfidy 
during two years, and for two fifteenths, the latter was 
refufed by the commons; and many members faid, that, 
while the crown was thus defpoiling itfelf of its revenue, 
it was in vain to beftow riches upon it. The parlia- 
ment rejected a bill for obliging the exiles to return under 
certain penalties, and another for incapacitating fuch as 
were remifs in the profecution of herefy from being ju- 
ftices of peace. The queen, finding the intractable hu- 
mour of the commons, thought proper to diffolve the 
parliament. ; 

Tue fpirit of oppofition, which began to prevail in 
parliament, was the more likely to be vexatious to Mary, 
as fhe was otherwife in very bad humour, on account of 
her hufband’s abfence, who, tired of her importunate 
Jove and jealoufy, and finding his authority extremely 
limited in England, had laid hold of the firft opportunity 
to leave her, and had gone over laft fummer to the em- 
peror in Flanders. The indifference and neglect of Phi- 
lip, added to the difappointment in her imagined preg- 
nancy, threw her into “deep melancholy ; and fhe gave 
yent to her fpleen by daily enforcing the perfecutions 
againft the proteftants, and even by expreflions of rage 


againft all her fubjects; by whom fhe knew herfelf to be, 
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hated, and whofe. oppofition, in refufing an entire com- © H A Py 
aa : ee XXX VIi, 
pliance with Philip, was the caufe, the believed, why he —__ igh a 


had alienated his affections from her, and afforded her fo 1555: 
little of his company 4. The lefs return her love met 
with, the more it increafed ; and fhe pafled moft of her 
time in folitude, where fhe gave vent to her paflion, ei- 
ther in tears, or in writing fond epiftics to Philip, who 
feldom returned her any anfwer, and fcarcely deigned to 
pretend any fentiment of love or even of gratitude to- 
wards her. ‘The chief part of government, to which fhe Thestseat 
attended, was the extorting of money from her people, extortions, 
in ordes to fatisfy his demands; and as the parliament 

had granted her but a fcanty fupply, fhe had recourfe to 
expedients very violent and irregular. She levied a Joan 

of 60,000 pounds upon a thoufand perfons, of whofe 
compliance, either on account of their riches or their af- 
fections to her, fhe held herfelf beft afflured: But that 

fum not fufficing, fhe exafted a general loan on every 

one who poflefled twenty pounds a-year. ‘his impofi- 

tion lay heavy on the. gentry, who were obliged, many 

of them to retrench their expences, and difmifs their 
fervants in order to enable them to comply with her de- 

mands: And as thefe fervants, accuftomed to idlenefs, 

and having no means of fubfiftance, commonly betook 
themfelves to theft and robbery, the queen publ ifhed a 
proclamation, by which fhe obliged their former mafters 

to take them back to their fervice. She levied 60,000 

marks on 7000 yeomen, who had not contributed to the 

former Joan; and fhe exacted 36,000 pounds more from 

the merchants. In order to engage fome Londoners to 

comply more willingly with her multiplied extortions, 

fhe pafled an edit, prohibiting, for four months, the ex 

porting of any Englith cloths or kerfeys to the Netherlands; 


an expedient which procured a good market for fuch 
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as had already fentany quantity of cloth thither. Her ra- 
pacioufnefs engaged her to give endlefs difturbance and 
interruption to commerce. The Englifh company fettled 
in Antwerp having refufed her a loan of 40,000 pounds, 
fhe diffembled her refentment, till fhe found, that they 
had bought and fhipped great quantities of cloth for Ant- 
werp fair, which was approaching: She then laid an 
embargo on the fhips, and obliged the merchants to grant 
her a loan of the 40,000 pounds at firft demanded, toen- 
gage for the payment of 20,000 pounds more at a limited 
time, and to fubmit to an arbitrary impofition of twenty 
fhillings on each piece. Some time, after fhe was inform- 
ed, that the Italizn merchants had fhipped above 40,000 
pieces of cloth for the Levant, for which they were to 
pay her a crown a piece, the ufual impofition: She 
ftruck a bargain with the merchant adventurers in Lon- 
don ; prohibited the foreigners from making any expor- 
tation ; and received from the Englifh merchants, in con- 
fideration of this iniquity, the fum of 50,000 pounds, 
and an impofition of four crowns on each piece of cloth 
which they fhoud export. She attempted to borrow 
ereat fums abroad; but her credit was fo low, that, tho” 
fhe offered 14 per cent. to the city of Antwerp for a loan 
of 30,000 pounds, fhe could not obtain it, till fhe com- 
pelled the city of London to be furety for her*. All 
thefe violent expedients were employed, while fhe herfelf 
was in profound peace with all the world, and had vifi- 
bly no occafion for money but to fupply the demands of 
a hufband, who gave attention only to his own conve- 
nience, and, fhowed himielf entirely indifferent about her 
interelts. 

PHiLip. was now become matter of all the wealth of the 
new world, and of the richeft and moft extenfive domi- 
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nions in Europe, by the voluntary refignation of the em- C H 4 P. 


peror, Charles V.; who, though ftill in the vi oaret his 
age, had taken a difguft to the world, and was determined 
to feck, in the tranquillity of retreat, for inde cea 
which he had in vain purfuw: amidft the tumults of war, 
and the reftlefs projects of ambition. He fummoned the 
{tates of the Low Countries; and feating himfelf on the 
throne for the laft time, explained to his fubjects the rea- 
fons of his refignation, abfolved them from all oaths of 
allegiance, and devolving his authority on Philip, told 
hii, that his paternal tendernefs made him weep, when 
he reflected on the burthen which he impofed upon him ®. 
He inculcated on him the great and only duty of a prince, 
the ftudy of hig people’s happinefs ; and reprefented how 
much preferable it was to govern, by affection rather than 
by fear, the nations fubjected to his dominion. The cool 
reflections of age now difcovered to him the emptinefs of 
his former purfuits ; and he found, that the vain fchemes 

of extending his empire, had been the fource of endlefs op- 
pofition and difappointment, and kept himfelf, his neigh- 
bours, and his fubjeéts, in perpetual inquietude, and had 
fruftrated the fole end of government, the felicity of the 
nations committed to his care; an object which meets 
with lefs oppofition, and which, if fteadily purfued, can 


alone convey a lafting and folid fatisfadtion. 
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A FEw months after, he refigned to Philip his other 
dominions ; and embarking on board a fleet, failed to 
Spain, and took his journey to St. Juft, a monaftery in 
Eftremadura, which, being fituated in a happy climate, 
and amidft the greateft beauties of nature, he had chofen 
for the place of his retreat. When he arrived at Burgos, 
he found, by the thinnefs of his court, and the negligent 
attendance of the Spanifh grandees, that he was no longer 
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CHA P.emperor; and though this obfervation might convince 
XXXVI...” ; ; be 
shim ftill more of the vanity of the world, and make him 
1556. more heartily defpife what he had renounced, he fighed 
to find that all former adulation and obeifance had been 
paid to his fortune, not to his perfon. With better rea- 
fon, was he ftruck with the ingratitude of his fon Philip, 
who obliged him to wait a long time for the payment of 
the fmall penfion which he had referved ; and this dif- 
appointment in his domeftic enjoyments gave him a fen- 
fible concern. He purfued however his refolution with 
inflexible conftancy ; and fhutting himfelf up ip his re- 
treat, he exerted fuch felf-command, that he reftrained 
even his curiofity from any enquiry concerning the tranf- 
actions of the world, which he had entirely abandoned. 
The fencing againft the pains and infirmities, under 
which he Jaboured, occupied a great part of his time; 
and during the intervals, he employed his leifure either in 
examining the controverfies of theology, with which his 
age had been fo much agitated, and which he had hitherto 
confidered only in a political light, or in imitating the 
works of renowned artifts, particularly in mechanics, of 
which he had always been a great admirer and encourager. 
He is faid to have here difcovered a propenfity to the new 
doGtrines; and to have frequently dropped hints of this 
unexpected alteration in his fentiments. Having amufed 
himfelf with the conftruCtion of clocks and watches, he 
thence remarked how impracticable the object was, in 
which he had fo much employed himfelf during his gran- 
deur; and how impoffible, that he, who never could frame 
two machines that would go exactly alike, could ever be 
able to make all mankind concur in the fame belief and 
opinion, He furvived his retreat two years. 
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THE emperor Charles had very early, in the beginning 
of his reign, found the difficulty of governing fuch dif- 
tant dominions ; and he had made his brother Ferdinand 

be 
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pi 


e elected king of the Romans; with a view to his in- C HAP, 
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heriting the Imperial dignity, as well as his German do- ; 
minions. But having afterwards, enlarged his fchemes, 155%: 
and formed plans of aggrandizing his f. imily, he 


regrette d, 
that he muft difmember fuch confiderable 


{tates ; and he 
endeavoured to engage Ferdinand, by t 


he mof tem 


offers, and moft earneft folicitations, | to vield t up his pre- 


set tirw ane sak PR: ) ee 
enlions In favour of Philip. Findis ng his eres ts fruit- 


lefs, he had 1 refigned the Imperial crown with } tl 
nities; and Ferdinand, < ccording to common form, applied 
to the pope for his coronation. The arroo: 


f 
bil 


int pontiff re- 


fufed the demand ; and slag that, though, on the 
eath of an emperor, he was obliga 


ed to crown the prince 
elected, yet in the cafe of a re ios. the richt devolved 


to the holy fee, and it b: longes d to the rene alone to ap- 


point an emperor. “The conduct of: Paul. was in every 
thing conformable to thefe lofty retenGoen: He thun 


1 me 


dered always in the ears of all ambaffadors, that he ftood 
in no Band of the affiftance of any prince, that he was 
above all potentates of the earth, that he would 


not ac- 
cuftom monarchs to pretend to a familiarity or equality 
with him, that it belonged to him to alter and regulate 
kingdoms, that he was fuccedlor of thofe who had depofed 
kings and emperors, and that rather than fubmit to any 
thing below his dignity, he would fet fire to the four 
corners of the world. He went fo far, as, at table, in 
the prefence of many perfons, and even openly, in a pub- 
lic coniiftory, to fay, that he would not admit a: ny kings 
for his companions ; they were all his fubjects, and he 
would hold them under thefe feet: So faying, he ftamp- 
ed on the ground with his old and infirm limbs: For |! 
was now paft fourfcore years of age °. 

The world could not forbear making a comparifon 
between Charles V. a prince, who, though educated 
amidft wars and intrigues of ftate, had prevented the de- 


¢ Father Paul, lib. v. 
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cline of age, and had defcended from the throne, in order 
to fet apart an interval for thought and reflection, and a 
prieft, who, in the extremity of old age, exulted in his 
dominion, and from reftlefs ambition and revenge was 
throwing all nations into combuftion. Paul had enter- 
tained the moft inveterate animofity againft the houfe of 
Auftria ; and though a truce of five years had been con- 
cluded between France and Spain, he excited Henry by 
his folicitations to break it, and promifed to affift him in 
recovering Naples, and the dominions to which he laid 
claim in Italy; a project which had ever proved hurtful 
to the predeceflors of that monarch. He himfelf engaged 
in hoftilities with the duke of Alva, viceroy of Naples; 
and Guife being fent with forces to fupport him, the re- 
newal of war between the two crowns feemed almoft ine- 
vitable. Philip, though lefs warlike than his father, was 
no lefs ambitious ; and he trufted, that, by the intrigues 
of the cabinet, where,. he believed, his caution and fe- 
crecy and prudence gave him the fuperiority, he fhould 
be able to fubdue all his enemies, and extend his autho- 
rity and dominion. For this reafon, as well as from the 
defire of fettling his new empire, he wifhed to maintain 
peace with France; but when he found, that, without 
facrificing his honour, it was impoflible for him to over- 
look the hoftile attempts of Henry, he prepared for war 
with great induftry. In order to give himfelf the more 


‘advantage, he was defirous of embarking England in the 


quarrel ; and though the queen was of herfelf extremely 
averfe to that meafure, he hoped, that the devoted fondnefs, 
which, notwithflanding repeated inftances of his indiffe- 
rence, fhe ftill bore to him, would effectually fecond his 
applications. Had the matter indeed depended folely on 
ther, fhe was incapable of refifting her hufband’s commands 5 
but fhe had little weight with her council, ftill lefs with 
her people; and her government, which was every day 

becoming 
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becoming more odious, feemed unable to maintain itl ee 
even during the moft profound tranquillity, much more kes 
if a war were kindled with France, and what feemed an 556- 
inevitable confequence, with Scotland, fupported by that 
powerful kingdom. 

AN att of barbarity was this year exercifed in Eng- Execution of 


ca 2 —_ Cranmer. 
Jand, which, added to many other inftances of the fame 


kind, tended to render the government extremely unpo- 
pular. Cranmer had long been detained prifoner; but 
the queen now determined to bring him to punifhment ; 
and in order the more fully to fatiate her vengeance, fhe 
refolved to punifh him for herefy, rather than for treafon. 
He was cited by the pope to ftand his trial at Rome; 
and though he was known to be kept in clofe cuftody at 
Oxford, he was, upon his not appearing, condemned as 
contumacious. Bonner, bifhop of London, and Thirle- 


by of Ely were fent to degrade him ; and the former exe- 


cuted the melancholy ceremony with all the joy and 
me 


exultation, which fuited his favage nature’. The im- 


placable fpirit of the queen, not fatisfied with the eter- 


nal damnation of Cranmer, which fhe believed inevitable, 
and with the execution of that dreadful fentence, to 
which he was condemned, prompted her alfo to feck 'the 
ruin of his honour, and the infamy of his name. Per- 
fons were employed to attack him, not in the way of 
difputation, againft which he was fufficiently armed ; 
but by flattery, infinuation, and addrefs ; by reprefenting 
the dignities to which his character ftill entitled him, if 
he would merit them by a recantation; by giving hopes 
of long enjoying thofe powerful friends, whom his benefi- 
cent difpofition had attached to him during the courfe of 
his profperity &. Overcome by the fond love of life, ter- 
rified by the profpect of thofe tortures which awaited 
him; he .allowed, in an unguarded hour, the fenti- 


£ Mem. of Cranm, p- 375+ £ Heylio, p. 55. Mem, p. 333- 
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ments of nature to prevail over his refolution, and he 
agreed to fubfcribe the doctrines of the papal fupremacy 
and of the real prefence. The court, equally perfidious 
and cruel, were determined, that this recantation fhould 
avail him nothing; and they fent orders, that he fhould 
be required to acknowledge his errors in church before 
the whole people, ,and that he fhould thence be imme- 
diately carried to execution, Cranmer, whether that he 
had received a fecret intimation of their defign, or had 
repented ef his weaknefs, furprized the audience by a 
contrary declaration. He faid, that he was well apprized 
of the obedience which he owed to his fovereign and the 
laws; but this duty extended no farther than to fubmit 
patiently to their commands, and to bear without refift- 
ance whatever hardfhips they fhould impofe upon him: 
That a fuperior duty, the duty which he owed to his 
Maker, obliged him to fpeak truth on all occafions, and 
not to relinguifh, by a -bafe denial, the holy doctrine, 
which the fupreme Being had revealed to mankind: 
‘That there was one mifcarriage in his life, of which, 
above all others, he feverely repented; the infincere 
declaration of faith, to which he had the weaknefs to 
confent, and which the fear of death alone had extorted 
from him: That he took this opportunity of atoning for 
his error, by a fincere and open recantation ; and was 
willing to feal with his blood that doctrine, which he 
firmly believed to be co mmunicated from Heaven: And 
that as his hand had erred by betraying his heart, it 
fhould firft be punifhed, by a fevere but juft doom, and 
Should firft pay the forfeit of its offences. He was thence 
led to the ftake amidft the infults of the catholics; and 
having now fummoned up all the force of .his mind, 
he bore their fcorn, as well as the torture of his punifh- 
ment, with fingular fortitude. He ftretched out his 
hand, and without betraying, either by his countenance 

Or 
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Or motions, the leaft fign of weaknefs or even of feeling, a 
he held it in the flames, till it was entirely confumed. 
His thoughts feemed wholly occupied with refle@ions on 1556: 
his former fault; and he called aloud feveral times, This 

hand has offended. Satisfied with that atonement, he then 
difcovered a ferenity in his countenance ; and when the 

fire attacked his body, he feemed to be guite infenfible of 

his outward fufferings, and by the force of hope and re- 

folution to have colleéted his mind altogether within it- 

felf, and to repel the fury of the flames. It is pretended, 

that, after his body was confumed, his heart was found 
entire and untouched amidft the athes ; an event, which, 
as it was the emblem of his conftancy, was fondly be- 
lieved by the zealous proteftants. He was undoubtedly 
aman of merit; poflefled of learning and capacity, 
and adorned with candour, fincerity, and beneficence, 
and all thofe virtues, which were fitted to render him 


ufeful and amiable in fociety. His moral qualities pro- 


cured him univerfal refpeét; and the courage of his 
martyrdom, though he fell fhort of the rigid inflexibility 
obferved in many, made him the hero of the proteftant 
party *, 

ArTrer Cranmer’s death, cardinal Pole, who had now 
taken prieft’s orders, was inftalled in the fee of Canter- 
bury; and was thus by this office, as well as by his 
commiffion of legate, placed at the head of the church 
of England. But though he was averfe to all fangui- 
nary methods. of converting heretics, and deemed the 
reformation of the clergy the more effetual, as the more 
laudable expedient for that purpofe‘; he found his au- 
thority too weak to oppofe the barbarous and bigotted 
difpofition of the queen and of her counfellors. He him- 
felf, he knew, had been fufpected of Lutheranifm ; and 

h Burnet, vol. ii. p. 33%). 33%2 &c. Godwin, p, 352. i Burnet, 
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as Paul, the reigning pope, was a furious perfecutor 
d his perfonal enemy, he was prompted, by the mo- 
defty of his difpofition, to referve his credit for other 
occafions, in which he had a greater probability of 


fuccefs *, 


Tue great obje& of the queen was to engage the na- 
tion in the war, which was kindled between France and 
Spain; and cardinal Pole, with many other counfellors, 
openly and zealoufly oppofed this meafure, Befides in- 
fitting on the marriage articles, which provided againft 
fuch an attempt, they reprefented the violence of the do- 
meftic faGions in England, and the difordered ftate of 
the finances ;, and they foreboded, that the tendency of 
all thefe meafures was to reduce the kingdom to a total 
dependance on Spanifh counfels. Philip had come to 
London in order to fupport his partizans ; and he told 
the queen, that, if he were not gratified in fo reafonable 
a requeft, he never more would fet foot in England. 
This declaration extremely heightened her zeal for pro- 
moting his interefts, and overcoming the inflexibility of 
her council. After employing other menaces of a more 
violent nature, fhe threatened to difmifs all of them, and 
to appoint counfellors more obfequious ; yet could fhe 
not procure a vote for declaring war with France. At 
length, one Stafford and fome other confpirators were de- 
teéted in a defign of furprizing Scarborough! ; and a 
confeffion being extorted from them, that they had been 
encouraged by Henry in the attempt, the queen’s im- 
portunity prevailed ; and it was determined to make this 
act of hoftility, with others of a like fecret and doubt- 
ful nature, the ground of the quarrel. War was accord~ 


k Heylin, p. 68, 69. Burnet, vol. ii. p. 327- 1 Heylin; p> 726 
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ingly declared againft France; and preparations were C H A P. 
every where made for attacking that kingdom. eee 
THE revenue of England at that time little exceeded 1557 
300,000 pounds™. Any confiderable fupplies could 
fearcely be expected from parliament, confidering the 
prefent difpofition of the nation ; and as the war would 
fenfibly diminifh that branch arifing from the cuftoms, the 
finances, it was forefeen, would fall fhort even of the ordi- 
nary charges of government; and mutt ftill more prove un- 
equal to the expences of war. But though the queen owed 
great arrears to all her fervants, befides the loans extorted 
from her fubjects, thefe confiderations had no influence 
with her ; and in order to fupport her warlike preparations, 
fhe continued to levy money in the fame arbitrary and 


violent manner which fhe had formerly practifed. She 
obliged the city of London to fupply her with 60,000 
pounds on her hufband’s entry ; fhe levied before the le- 
gal time the fecond year’s fubfidy voted by parliament ; 
fhe iffued anew many privy feals, by which the procured 
loans from her people; and having equipped a feet, 
which fhe could not victual by reafon of the dearnefs of 
provifions, fhe feized all the corn fhe could find in Suf- 
folk and Norfolk, without paying any price to the own- 
ers. By all thefe expedients, affifted by the power of 
prefling, fhe levied an army of ten thoufand men, which 
fhe fent over to the Low-Countries, under the command 
of the earl of Pembroke. Meanwhile, in order to pre- 
vent any difturbance at home, many of the moft confi- 
dérable gentry were thrown into the Tower; and left 
they fhould be known, the Spanifh practice was follow- 
ed : They either were carried thither in the night-time, 
or were hoodwinked and muffled by the guards who con- 
ducted them". 


m Roffi, Succeffi d’Inghilterra, n Stryoe’s Ecclef, Memorials, 
vol, ill. p. 377. 
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Tue king of Spain had affembled an army, which, 
after the junction of the E nglifh, amounted to above 
fixty thoufand men, cond luéted by Philibert, duke of 
Savoy, one of the greateft captains of the age. The 
conftable, Montmorency, who commanded the French 
army, had not half the number to oppofe to him, The 
duke of Savoy, after menacing Mariembourgh and Ro- 
croy, fuddenly fat down before St, Quintin ; and as the 
place was weak, and ill provided with a garrifon, he ex- 
pected in a few days to become mafter of it. But admi- 
ral Coligny, governor of the province, thinking his ho- 


nour. interefted to fave fo important a fortrefs, threw. 


himfelf into St. Quintin, with fome troops of French 
and Scottifh genfdarmery ; and by his exhortations and 
example animated the foldiers to a vigorous defence, He 
difpatched a meflenger to his uncle, Montmorency, defiring 
a fupply of men; and the conftable approached the place 
with his whole army, in order to facilitate the entry of 
thefe fuccours. But the duke»of Savoy, falling on 
the reinforcement, did fuch execution upon them, that 
not above five hundred got into the place. He next 
made an attack on the French army, and put them to 
total rout, killing four thoufand men, and difperfing the 
remainder. In this unfortunate action many of the chief 
nobility of France were either flain or taken prifoners : 
Among the latter was the old conftable himfelf, who, 
fighting valiantly, and refolute to die rather than furvive 
his defeat, was furrounded by the enemy, and thus fell 
alive into their hands. ‘The whole kingdom of France 
was thrown into confternation: Paris was attempted to 
be fortified in a hurry: And had the Spaniards prefently 
marched thither, it could not have failed to fall into their 
hands. But Philip was of a cautious temper; and he 
determined firft to take St. Quintin, in order to fecure a 
communication with his own dominions, A very little 

time, 
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time, it was expected, would finith this e enterprize; but © H A P» 
the bravery of Coligny ftill prolong: d the fiege feventeen Relics 
days, which proved the fafety of France. Some troops 15357 
were levied and affembled. Couriers were fent to recal 

the duke of Guife and his army from Italy: And the 

French, having recovered from their ‘firft panic, put 
themfelves in a pofture of defence. Philip, after taking 

Ham and Catelet, found the feafon fo far advanced, that 

he could attempt no other enterprize? He broke up his 


camp, and retired to winter-quarters. 
coer 
Bur the vigilant activity of Guife, not fatisfied with 
fecuring the frontiers, prompted him, in the depth of 


os ‘ 
winter, to plan an enterprize, which France, during her 
greateft fuccefles, had always regarded as impracticable, 


and had never thought of unde ‘taking. Calais was, in 


} > Pais base 
Ua 


that age, deemed an impregnable fortrefs; and as it was 


known to be the favourite of the Englifh nation, by 
the recovery of that 

place by France was confidered as totally defperate. But Calais taken 
1e town of Calais was che 


whom it could eafily be fuccoured, 
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{urrounded with trarfhes, which, during the win er, 
were impafiabley except over a cae guarded by Ryo 
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caftles, St. Agatha and Newnam 


were of late Recultbined. on account or the 
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the end of autumn, and to recal them in the fprine, at 
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which time alone they judged their attendance nec eilary. 


On this circumftance he had founded the defign of mak-= 


an Om 


: ( * 1 } ale > 1A 
ing a fudden attack on Calais; he had caufed the place 


to be fecretly viewed by fome engineers; and a plan of 
the whole enterprize being found among his papers, it 
ferved, though he himfelf was made prifoner on the 


= . . . . ~ ele. -+ine raAtar P 
taking of St. Quintin, to fuggeft the see of = 
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undertaking, and to direct the meafure the duke 
Guife. 
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CHAP. SprveRAL bodies of troops defiled towards the fron- 

MEV ITS : ‘ 

W—,-—/ tiers on various pretences ; and the whole being fuddenly 

1558. affembled, formed an army, with which Guife made an 

unexpected march towards Calais, At the fame time a 
great namiber of French fhips, being ordered into the 
channel, under colour of cruifing on the Englifh, com- 
pofed a fleet which made an attack by fea on the fortifi- 
cations. The French aflaulted St. Agatha with three 
thoufand harquebufiers ; and the garrifon, though they 
made a vigorous defence, were foon obliged to abandon 
the place, and retreat to Newnarn bridge. The fiege of 
this latter place was immediately undertaken, and at the 
fame time the fleet battered the rifbank, which guarded 
the entrance of the harbour ; and both thefe caftles feemed 
expofed to imminent danger. ‘The governor, lord Went- 
worth, was a brave officer; but finding that the greater 
part of his weak garrifon was enclofed in the caftle of 
Newnam bridge and the rifbank, he ordered them to ca- 4 
pitulate, and to join him in Calais, which, without their 
affiftance, he was utterly unable to defend. ‘The gar- 
rifon of Newnam bridge was fo happy as to effect this 
purpofe ; but that of the rifbank could not obtain fuch 
favourable conditions, and were obliged ‘to furrender at 
difcretion. 


“Tue duke of Guife, now holding Calais blockaded 
by fea and land, thought himfelf fecure of fucceeding 
in his enterprize ; but in order to prevent all accident, 
he delayed not a moment the attack of the place. He 
planted his batteries againft the caftle, where he made a 4 
large breach; and having ordered Andelot, Coligny’s 
brother, to drain the foflée, he commanded an affault, 
which fucceeded ; and the French made a lodgment in 
the caftle. On the night following, Wentworth at- 
tempted to recover this poft; but having loft two hun- 

dred j 
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dred men in a furious attack which he made upon it °, 
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he found his garrifon fo weak, that he was obliged to \ ese 


capitulate. Ham and Guifnes fell foon after; and thus 
the duke of Guife, in eight days, during the depth of 
winter, made himfelf mafter of this ftrong fortrefs, that 
had coft Edward III. a fiege of eleven months, at the 
head of a numerous army, which had, that very year, 
been victorious in the battle of Crefly. The Englifh 
had held it above two hundred years; and as it gave 
them an eafy entrance into France, it was regarded as the 
moft important pofleffion belonging to the crown. The 
joy of the French was extreme, as well as the glory 
acquired by Guife, who, at the time when al] Europe 
imagined France to be funk by the unfortunate battle of 
St. Quintin, had, in oppofition to the Englifh, and their 
allies, the Spaniards, acquired pofleffion of a place, which 
no former king of France, even during the diftra€lions of 
the civil wars, between the houfes of York and Lancaf- 
ter, had ever ventured to attempt. The Englifh on the 
other hand, bereaved of this valuable fortrefs, murmured 
loudly againft the improvidence of the queen and her 
council; who, after engaging in a fruitlefs war, for the 
fake of foreign interefts, had thus expofed the nation to 
fo fevere a difgrace. A treafury exhautted by expences, 
and burthened with debts: a people divided and dejected ; 
a fovereign negligent of her people’s welfare ; were cir- 
cumftances which, notwithftanding the fair offers and 
promifes of Philip, gave them fmall hopes af recovering 
Calais. And as the Scots, inftigated by French coun- 
cils, began to move on the borders, they were now ne- 
ceffitated rather to look to their defence at home, than to 
think of foreign conguetts. 

ArTer the peace, which, in confequence of king Eq- 
ward’s treaty with Henry, took place between Scotland 
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C HA P.and England, the queen-dowager, on pretence of vifit- ; 
XXXVI, 3 iz : 
ying her ‘uniglotes and her relations, made a site to 1g 


ee" France, and the carried along with her the earls of Hunt- 
ley, Sutherland, Marifchal, and many of the principal 
nobility. Her fecret defign was to take meafures fer en- 
gaging the earl of Arran to refign to her the government 
of the kingdom ; and as her brothers, the duke of Guife, 
the cardinal of Lorraine, and the duke of Aumale, had 
uncontrouled influence in the court of France, the eafily 
perfuaded Henry, and, by his authority, the Scottifh 
nobles, to enter into her meafures. Having alfo gained 
Carnegy of Kinnaird, Panter, bifhop of Rofs, and Gavin 
Hamilton, commendator of Kilwinning, three creatures 
of the governor’s, fhe perfuaded him, by their means, to 
confent to this refignation? ; and when every thing was 
thus prepared for her purpofe, fhe took a journey to Scot- 
Jand, and pafled though England in her way thither. 
Edward received her with great refpeét and civility ; 
though he could not forbear attempting to renew the old ! 
treaty for his marriage with her daughter: A marriage, 
he faid, fo happily calculated for the tranquillity, inte- 
reft, and fecurity of both kingdoms, and the only means 
of enfuring adurable peace between them. For his part, 
he added, he never could entertain a cordial amity for any 
other hufband whom fhe fhould choofe; nor was it ealy 
for him to forgive a man, who, at the fame time that he 
difappointed fo natural an alliance, had bereaved him of 
a bride, to whom his affections, from his earlieft infan- 
cy, had been entirely engaged. The queen-dowager 
eluded thefe applications, by telling him, that, if any mea- 
fures had been taken difagreeable to him, they were en- 
tirely owing to the imprudence of the duke of Somerfet, 
who, inftead of employing courtefy, carefles, and gentle i: 
offices, the proper means of gaining a young princefs, 3 
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had had recourfe to arms and violence, and had con-C HAP. 
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{trained the Scottifh nobility to fend their fovereign trteus 


France, in order to intereft that kingdom in pretecting 
their liberty and independance 4. 


WHEN the queen-dowager arrived in Scotland, the 


found the governor very unwillin: 


y 
o 


to fulfil his enga 
mente ; and it was not till after many delays that he 
could be perfuaded to refign his authority. But finding 
that the majority of the young princefs was approaching, 
and that the queen-dowager had gained the affections of 
all the principal nobility, he thou; are it more prudent to 


} 


fubmit ; and having ftipulated, that he fhould be declared 
next heir to the crown, and fhould be freed from giving 
any account of his paft adminiftration, he placed her 


in pofleffion of the power; and fhe-thenceforth affumed 


the name of regent’. It was a ufual faying of this 


princefs, that, provided fhe could render her friends 


happy, and could enfure to herfelf a good reputation, 
fhe was entirely indifferent what befel her; and though 


this fentiment is great] y cenfured by the zealous reform- 


ers 5, as being foaaded wholly on fecular motives, it 
=. nf 


difcovers a mind well calculated for the government of 
kingdoms. D’Oifel, a Frenchman, celebrated for capa- 
city, had attended her as ambailador from eee but in 
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reality to ail ft her with his counfels in fo delicate an ui 
dertaking as the adminiftration of Scotland; and this 
man had formed a fcheme for laying a general tax on 
the kingdom, in order to fupport a ftanding military 
force, which might at once repel the inroads of foreig: 
enemies, and check the turbulence of the Scottifh nobles. 
But though fome of the courtiers were gained over to 
this project, it gave great and general difcontent to » the 
nation; and the queen-regent, « after ingen 
fefling, that it would prove Fernicious to the kingdom, 
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ae P. had the prudence to defift from it, and to truft entirely 

Il. . 

for her fecurity to the good-will and affeCtions of her 
155% fubjects t. 

Tuis laudable purpofe feemed to be the chief object 
of her adminiftration; yet was fhe fometimes drawn 
from it by her connexions with France, and by the in- 
fluence which her brothers had acquired over her. When 
Mary commenced hoftilities againft that kingdom, Henry 
required the queen-regent to take part in the quarrel ; 
and fhe fummoned a convention of ftates at Newbottle, 
and requefted them to concur in a declaration of war 
againft England, ‘The Scottifh nobles, who were be- 
come as jealous of French, as the Englifh were of Spanifh 
influence, refufed their affent; and the queen was ob- 
lized to have recourfe to ftratagem, in order to effect 
her purpofe. She ordered d’Oifel to begin fome fortifi- 
cations at Eyemouth, a place which had been difmantled 
by the laft treaty with Edward; and when the garrifon 
of Berwick, as fhe forefaw, made an inroad to prevent 
the undertaking, fhe effe€tually employed this pretence 
to inflame the Scottifh nation, and to engage them in 
hoftilities againft England ". ‘The enterprizes, however, 
of the Scots proceeded no farther than fome inroads on the 
borders: When d’Oifel, of himfelf, condudted artillery 
and troops to befiege the caftle of Werke, he was recalled, 
and fharply rebuked by the council », 

Marriage of | Iw order to connect Scotland more clofely with France, 
au Synaie and to encreafe the influence of the latter kingdom, it 
= of _ was thought proper by Henry to celebrate the marriage 
; between the young queen and the dauphin; and a de- 
putation was fent by the Scottifh parliament, to affift at 

the ceremony, and to fettle the terms of the contract, 


t Keith, p. 70. Buchanan, lib, xvi. u Buchanan, lib, xvi, 
Thuan, lib. xix, ¢, 7. Ww Knox, p. 93. 
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Tue clofe alliance between France and Scotland 
threatened very nearly the repofe and fecurity of Mary ; 
and it was forefeen, that, though the factions and dif- 
orders, which might naturally be expected in the Scottifh 
government during the abfence of the fovereign, would 
make its power lefs formidable, that kingdom would at 
leaft afford to the French a means of invading England. 
The queen, therefore, found it neceflary to fummon a 
parliament, and to demand of them fome fupplies to her 
exhaufted exchequer. And fuch an emergency ufually 
gives great advantage to the people, and as the parlia- 
ments, during this reign, had fhewn, that, where the 
liberty and independency of the kingdom was menaced 
with imminent danger, they were not entirely overawed 
by the court; we fhall naturally expect, that the late ar- 
bitrary methods of extorting money fhould, at leaft, be 
cenfured, and, perhaps, fome remedy be for the future 
provided againft them. The commons however, with- 
out making any reflections on the paft, voted, befides a 
fifteenth, a fubfidy of four fhillings in the pound on 
Jand, and two fhillings and eight pence on goods. “The 
clergy granted eight fhillings in the pound, payable, as 
was alfo the fubfidy of the laity, in four years by equal 
portions. 

‘Fue parliament alfo paffed an act, confirming all the 
fales and grants of crown lands, which either were al- 
ready made by the queen, or fhould be made during the 
feven enfuing years. It was eafy to forefee, that, in 
Mary’s prefent difpofition and fituation, this power woul 
be followed by a great alienation of the royal demefnes ; 
and nothing could be more contrary to the principles of 
good government, than to eftablifh a prince with very 
extenfive authority, yet permit him to be reduced to beg- 
gary. This a& met with oppofition in the houfe of com- 
nons. One Copley exprefied his fears left the queen, 

under 


44t 
CHAP, 
XXXVIL. 
Se 
1553. 


20th Jans 


A parlias 
ment, 


Saas 1 o> bach ee a 


1D sal 
Af 
it 
i 


a eee See eS 


rurw 


< : : 
AAAV I, 


His TOR Y-OFr ENG LANs 


- under colour of the power there granted, might alter the 


patenctaud decetion, and alienate the crown from the lawful heir: 


1553. 


But his words were thought zrreverent to her majefty : 
He was committed to the cuftody of the ferjeant at arms ; 
and though he exprefled forrow for his offence, he was 
not releafed, till the queen was applied: to for his par- 
don, 

Tue Englifh nation, during this whole reign, were 
under great apprehenfions, with regard not only to the 
fucceffion, but the life, of the lady Elizabeth. ‘The vio- 
lent hatred, which the queen bore to her, broke out on 
every occafion ; and it required all the authority of Phi- 
lip, as well as her own great prudence, to prevent the 
fatal effects of it. “The princefs retired into the country; 
and knowing that fhe was furrounded with fpies, fhe pafl- 
ed her time wholly in reading and ftudy, intermeddled 
in no bufinefs, and faw very little company. While fhe 
remained in this fituation, which for the prefent was me- 
lancholy, but which prepared her mind for thofe great 
actions, by which her life was afterwards fo much diftin- 
euifhed ; propofals of marriage were made to her by the 
Swedifh ambaffador, in his mafter’s name. As her firft 
queftion was, whether the queen had been informed of 
thefe propofals ; the ambaffador told her, that his matter 
thought, as he was a gentleman, it was his duty firft to 
make his addreffes to herfelf ; and having obtained her 
confent, he would next, as aking, apply to her fitter. 
But the princefs would allow him to proceed no farther ; 
and the queen, after thanking her for this inftance of 
duty, defired to know how the ftood affected to the Swe- 
difh propofals. Elizabeth, though expofed to many pre- 
fent dangers and mortifications, had the magnanimity to 
referve herfelf for better fortune; and fhe covered her 
refufal with profeflions of a paflionate attachment to a 
fingle life, which, fhe faid, fhe infinitely preferred be- 

fore 
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the prefent modes of worfhip, anc 
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with regard tot de 


THE money granted by parliament, enabled the queen 
to fit out a fleet of a hundred and forty fail, which, be- 
ing joined by thirty Flemifh fhips, and carrying fix thou- 
fand land forces on board, was fent to make an attempt 
on the coaft of Britanny. The fleet was commanded by 
lord Clinton: the land forces by the earls of Huntingdon 
and Rutland. But the equipment of the fleet and army 
was fo dilatory, that the French got intelligence of the 
defign, and were prepared toreceivethem. ‘The Englith 
found Breft fo well euarded as to render an attempt on 
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that place impracticable ; bar landing at Conquet, they 
plundered and burnt the town, with fome adjacent vil- 
lages, and were proceeding to commit greater diforders, 

when Kerfimon, a Breton gentleman, at the head of fome 
nilitia, fell upon them, put them to rout, and drove them 
to their fhips with confiderable lofs. Buta fmall fqua- 
dron of ten Englifh fhips had an opportunity of a imply 
revenging this difgrace upon the French. ‘The marefchal 


de Thermes, governor of Calais, had made an irruption 


os vy . Arp wa 
y Burnet, vol. ii, Colle&t. N° 37- | 
z The common net at that mnie fays Sir Richard Baker, for catching of 
at hi e ; ile en BGR rer 
proteftants, was the real Ps refence; and this net was ufed to catch the lady 
Elizabeth : For being afked one time what fhe thought of the words of Chritt, 


This is my | ody, whetber fhe thought it the true body of Chrift that was in 


~ Bit (iu a 
the facrament; itis faid, that, after fome paufing, fhe thus anfwered + 
Chrift was the word that fpake it; 
He took the bread and brake it ; 
And what the word did make it, 
That I believe and take it. 


Which, though it may feem but a flight expreffion, yet hath it more folidn efs 
than at farft fight appears; at leaf, it ferved her turn at that time, to efcap e 
the net, which by direét anfwer fhe could not have done. Baker’s Chroni- 
cle, p- 320. 
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peas into Flanders, with an army of fourteen thoufand men; 
ge y and having forced a paffage over the river Aa, had taken 
1558- Dunkirk, and Berg St. Winoc, and had advanced as far 
as Newport, but count Egmont coming fuddenly upon 
him, with fuperior forces, he was obliged to retreat ; and 
being overtaken by the Spaniards near Gravelines, and 
finding a battle inevitable, he chofe very fkilfully his 
ground for the engagement. He fortified his left wing 
with all the precautions poffible; and pofted his right 
along the river Aa, which, he reafonably thought, gave 
him full fecurity from that quarter. But the Englifh 
fhips, which were accidentally on the coaft, being drawn 
by the noife of the firing, failed up the river, and flank- 
ing the French, did fuch execution by their artillery, that 
they put them to flight; and the Spaniards gained a com- 
plete victory *. 
MEANWHILE the principal army of France, under the 
duke of Guife, and that of Spain, under the duke of Sa- 
voy, approached each other on the frontiers of Picardy ; 
and as the two kings had come into their refpeétive camps, 
attended by the flower of their nobility, men expected, 
that fome great and important event would follow, from 
the emulation of thefe warlike nations. But Philip, 
though actuated by the ambition, poflefled not the en- 
terprizing genius of a conqueror; and he was willing, 
notwithftanding the fuperiority of his numbers, and the 
two great victories which he had gained at St. Quintin 
and Gravelines, to put a period to the war by treaty. 
Negociations were entered into for that purpofe; and as 
the terms offered by the two monarchs were fomewhat 
wide of each other, the armies were put into winter-quar- 
ters, till the princes could come to better agreement, A- 
mong other conditions, Henry demanded the reftitution of 
Navarre to its lawful owner; Philip that of Calais and 
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its territory to England: But in the midft of thefe neoo-€ ree 
ciations, news arrived of the death of Mary; and Philip, , . 
no longer connected with England, began to relax in his 1558: 
firmnefs on that capital article. “This was the only cir- 
cumftance that could have made the death of that princefs 


be regretted by the nation. 


Mary had Jong been in a declining ftate of health ; 
and having miftaken her dropfy for a pregnancy, fhe had 
made ufe of an improper regimen, ahd her malady daily 
augmented. Every reflection now tormented her. The 
confcioufnefs of being hated by her fubjeéts, the profpect 
of Elizabeth’s fucceffion, apprehenfions of the danger to 
which the catholic religion ftood expofed, dejection for 
the lofs of Calais, concern for the ill ftate of her affairs, 
and, above all, anxiety for the abfence of her hufband; 
who, fhe knew, intended foon to depart for Spain, and 
to fettle there during the remainder of his life: All thefe 
melancholy reflections preyed upon her mind, and threw 


her into a lingering fever, of which fhe died, after a yeah ofthe 
fhort and unfortunate reign of five years, four months, quccs. 
= 17th Nov. 

and eleven days. 

Ir is not neceflary to employ many words in drawing 
the character of this princefs. She poflefled few qualities 
either eftimable or amiable: and her perfon was as little 
engaging as her behaviour and addrefs. Obftinacy, bi- 
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gotry, violence, cruelty, malignity, revenge, tyranny ; 
every circumftance of her character took a tincture from 
her bad temper and narrow underftanding. And amidft 
that complication of vices, which entered into her com- 
pofition, we fhall fcarcely find any virtue but fincerity : 
a quality, which fhe feems to have maintained through- 
dut her whole life ; except in the beginning of her reign, 
when the necéffity of her affairs obliged her to make fome 
promifes to the proteftants, which fhe certainly never in- 
tended to perform. But in thefe cafes.a weak bigotted 

woman, 
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HA ig woman, under the government of priefts, eafily finds ca- 
pe 04) f 2 z . ° . 

Co —~ fuiftry fufficient to juftify to herfelf the violation of a 


1558 promife. She appears alfo, as well as her father, to have 
been fufceptible of fome attachments of friendfhip; and 
that without the caprice and inconftancy which were fo 
remarkable in the conduét of that monarch. ‘To which 
we may add, that, in many circumftances of her life, fhe 
gave indications of refolution and vigour of mind; a qua- 
lity, which feems to have been inherent in her family. 

CARDINAL Pole had long been fickly, from an inter- 
mitting fever; and he died the fame day with the queen, 
about fixteen hours after her. The benign character of 
this prelate, the modefty and humanity of his deportment, 
made him be univerfally beloved ; infomuch that, in a 
nation, where the moft furious perfecution was carried 
on, and where the moft violent religious factions prevail- 
ed, entire juftice, even by moft of the reformers, has been 
done to his merit. The haughty pontiff, Paul IV. had 
entertained fome prejudices againft him: And when Eng- 
land declared war againft Henry, the ally of that pope, 
he feized the opportunity of revenge; and revoking Pole’s 
legantine commiflion, appointed in his room cardinal 
Peyto, an obfervantine friar and confeflor to the queen. 
But Mary would never permit the new legate to act upon 
the commiffion; and Paul was afterwards obliged to re- 
ftore cardinal Pole to his authority. 

Tere occur few general remarks, befides what have 
already been made in the courfe of our narration, with 
regard to the general ftate of the kingdom during this 
reign, The naval power of England was then fo incon- 
fiderable, that, fourteen thoufand pounds being ordered to 
be applied to the fleet, both for repairing and victualling 
it, it was computed that ten thoufand pounds a-year 
would afterwards anfwer all neceflary charges >. ‘The 
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oined tO Many monopolies s 1 by this princefe ne 

joined to many | polies granted by this princefs, as 
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well as by her father, shmaked the growth of commerce; 155% 


and fo much the more, as all other princes in Europe 
ae ar re rf > 

either were not permitted, or did not find it nec eflary, to 

proceed in fo tyrannical amanner. ACts of parlia ment, 
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both in the laft reign and in the beginning of the prefent 
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had laid the fame impofitions on the merchants of the 
ftill-yard as on other aliens: Yet the queen, immediately 
after her marriage, complied with the folicitations of the 
emperor, and, by her prerogative, fufpended thofe laws ¢ 
No body in that age pretended to quettion this exercife of 
prerogative. The hiftorians are seafitety ilent with re- 
gard to it; and it is only by the collection of public pa- 
pers that it is handed down to us, 

An abfurd law had been made in the prece ing reign, 
by which every one was prohibited from making cloth 
unlefs he had ferved an apprenticefhip of feven years, 
The law was repealed in the firft year of the queen; and 
this plain reafon given, that it had occafioned the decay 
of the woollen mien and had ruined feveral towns ¢, 
It is ftrange that Edward’s law fhould have been revived 
during the reign of Set and ftill more ftrange, 
that it fhould ftill fubfit. 4 

A PASSAGE to —— had been difcovered by the 
Englifh during the laft reign 


Mufcovy had been eftab] 


and a beneficial trade with 


A folemn em ay was 

fent by the czar to queen Mary. ‘The ambafladors were 

fhipwrecked on the coaft of Scotland; but being hofpi- 

tably entertained there, they proceeded on the journey, 

and were received at London with me at pomp and {o- 
th 


smnitv ¢.  ‘Lhis feems to have been firft intercourfe, 
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which that empire had with any of the weftern potentaes 


i 1 of Europe. 


1558. 


A LAw was pafled in this reign £, by which the nun- 
ber of horfes, arms, and furniture, was fixed, which exh 
perfon, according to the extent of his property, fhoid 
be provided with for the defence of the kingdom. A man 
of a thoufand pounds a-year, for inftance, was obligedto 
maintain at his own charge fix horfes fit for demi-lanes, 
of which three at leaft to be furnifhed with fufficient hur- 
nefs, fteel faddles, and weapons proper for the deni- 
Jances ; and ten horfes fit for light horfemen, with funi- 
ture and weapons proper for them: He was obliged to 
have forty corflets furnifhed : fifty almain revets, or inflad 
of them, forty coats of plate, corflets or brigandines fir- 
nifhed; forty pikes, thirty long bows, thirty fheafs of 
arrows, thirty fteel caps or fkulls, twenty black bill: or 
halberts, twenty haquebuts, and twenty morions or fallts. 
We may remark, that a man of a thoufand marks of ftrck 
was rated equal to one of two hundred pounds a-yar-: 
A proof that few or none at that time lived on their fick 
in money, and that great profits were made by the mer- 
chants in the courfe of trade. ‘There is no clafs above 
a thoufand pounds a-year. 

WE may form a notion of the little progrefs mad: in 
arts and refinement about this time from’one circim- 
ftance: A man of no lefs rank than the comptrolle of 
Edward VI.’s houfehold payed only thirty fhillings a- 
year of our prefent money for his houfe in Chainel 
Row £: Yet labour and provifions, and confequeitly 
houfes, wefe only about a third of the prefent pnce. 
Erafmus afcribes the frequent plagues in England tothe 
naftinefs and dirt and flovenly habits among the peonle, 
“© The floors,” fays he, ‘¢ are commonly of clay, ftreved 


f 4 & 5 Phil, & Mar, cap. 2. & Nicolfon’s Hiftorical Library.’ 
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€¢ with rufhes, under which lies unmolefted an ancient© H.A P. 
€¢ XAXVIL 
collection of beer, greafe, fragments, bones, {pittle,. op 
** excrements of dogs and cats, and every thing that is 1553: 
“*-nafty =.” 
HoLLincGsHED, who lived in queen Elizabeth’s teign, 
gi'es a very curious account of the plain or rather rude 
wiy of living of the preceding generation. There fcarcely 
wis a chimney to the houfes, even in confiderable towns : 
Tne fire was kindled by the wall, and the fmoke fought 
its way out at the roof, or door, or windows: ‘The 
hafes were nothing but watling plaiftered over with 
cliy: The people flept on ftraw pallets, and had a good 
roind log under their head for a pillow; and almoft all 
th: furniture and utenfils were of wood ', 
[n this reign we find the firft general law with regard 
tohigh ways, which were =ipited to be repaired by oy 
ri duty all over England *, 


| Eraf, Epitt. 432+ i See note [S] at the end of the volume. 
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NOTE [A], p- 34- 


P ROTEST ANT writers have imagined, that, becaufe 
a man could purchafe for a fhilling an indulgence for the 
moft enormous and unheard-of crimes, there muft neceffarily 
have enfued a total diffolution of morality, and confequently 
of civil fociety, from the practices of the Romith church. 
They do not confider, that, after.all thefe indulgences were 
promulgated, there ftill remained (befides Hell-fire) the pu- 
nifhment by the civil magiftrate, the infamy of the world, and 
fecret remorfes of confcience, which are the great motives 
that operate on mankind. ‘The philofophy of Cicero, who 
allowed of an Eljfum, but rejected all Zartarus, was a muck 
more univerfal indulgence than that preached by Arcembold: 
or Tetxel: Yet nobody will fufpe& Cicero of any defign to 
promote immorality. The fale of indulgences feems, there- 


fore, no more criminal than any other cheat of the church of | 


Rome, or of anyother church. ‘The reformers, by entirely 
abolifhing purgatory, did really, inftead of partial indulgences 
fold by the pope, give, gratis, a general indulgence, of a fimilar 
nature, for all crimes and offences, without exception or dif- 
tin@ion. The fouls, once configned to Hell, were never 
fuppofed to be redeemable by any price. There is on record 
only one inftance of a damned foul that was faved, and that 
by the fpecial interceffion of the Virgin. See Pafcal’s Pro- 
yincial Letters. An indulgence faved the perfon, who pur- 
chafed it, from purgatory only. 
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NOTES TO THE FOURTH VOLUME. 
NOTE [B], p. 48. 


T is faid, that when Henry heard that the commons made 

a great difficulty of granting the required fupply, he was 
fo provoked, that he fent for Edward Montague, one of the 
members, who hada confiderable influence on the houfe ; and 
he being introduced to his majefty, had the mortification to 
hear him fpeak in thefe words: Ho! man! willthey not fuffer 
my bill to pafs? And layitig his hand on Montague’s head, 
who was then on his knees before him: Get my cll paffed by 
to-morrow, or elje to-morrow this head of yours fhall be off. This 
cavalier manner of Henry fucceeded: For next day the bill 
paffed.  Collins’s Britifh Peerage. Grove’s life of Wolfe. 
We are told by Hal/, fol. 38. That cardinal Wolfey endea- 
voured to terrify the citizens.of London into the general Ioan, 
exa&ted in 1525, and told them plainly, that it were better, 
that fome foould fuffer indigence, than that the king at this time 
frould lack ; and therefore beware and refift not, nor ruffle not in 
this cafe, for it may fortune to coft Jome people their heads, Such 
was the ftyle employed by this king and his minifters. 


NOTE [C}], p. 94. 

T H E firft article of the charge againft the cardinal is his 
procuring the legantine power, which, however, as it 

was certainly done with the king’s confent and permiffion, could 
be nowife criminal. Many of the other articles alfo regard 
the mere exercife of that power. Some articles impute to him 
as crimes, particular actions, which were natural or unavoid- 
able to any man, that was prime minifter with fo unlimited 
an authority ; fuch as receiving firft all letters from the king’s 
minifters abroad, receiving firft all vifits from foreign mini- 
fters, defiring that all applications fhould be made through 
him. He was alfo accufed of naming himfelf with the king, 
as if he had been his fellow, the Aing andI: It is reported 
that fometimes he even put his own name before the king’s, 
ego et rex meus, But this mode of expreffion is juftified by the 
Latin idiom. It is remarkable, that his whifpering in the 
king’s ear, knowing himfelf to be affected with venereal dif- 
tempers, is an article againft him. Many of the charges are 
Ggz general, 
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general, and incapableof prod) “Lord Herbert goes fo far as 
to afirm, that no-man ever fll from fo high a ftation, who 
had fo few real crimes objectel to him. This opinion is per- 
haps a little too favourable to te cardinal. Yet the refutation 
of the articles by Cromwel, anc their being rejected by a houfe 
of commons even in this arbirary reign, is almoft a demon- 
{tration of Wolfey’s innocence. Henry was, no doubt, en- 
tirely bent on his deftruétion, when, on his failure by a parli- 
amentary impeachment, he atacked him upon the ftatute of 
provifors, which afforded him fo little juft hold on that mini- 
fer. For that this indi€men: was fubfequent to the attack in 
parliament, appears by Cavenlifh’s life of Wolfey, and Stowe, 
p- 551, and more certainly ly the very articles of impeach- 
ment themfelves. .Parliamestary Hiftory, vol. it. p. 42. at 
ticle7. Coke’s Inft. pt. 4. ol. 89. 


NOTE D], p. 102. 

E V E N judging of this quftion by the Scripture, to which 

the appeal was every manent made, the arguments for 
the king’s caufe appear but lane and imperfect. Marriage in 
the degree of affinity whict had place between Henry and 
Catherine, is, indeed, prohbited in Leviticus ; but it is na- 
tural to interpret that prohibtion as a part of the Jewith ce- 
remonial or municipal law: And though it ‘is there faid, in 
the conclufion, that the gertile nations, by violating thofe 
degrees of confanguinity, hal incurred the divine difpleafure, 
the extenfion of this maxim w every precife cafe before fpeci- 
fied, is fuppofing the Scriptwes to be compofed with a minute 
accuracy and precifion, to vhich, we know with certainty, 
the facred penmen did not tlink proper to confine themfelves. 
The defcent of mankind fran one common father, obliged 
them, in the firft generation, to marry in the neareft degrees 
of confanguinity : Inftances of a like nature occur among the 
patriarchs: And the marriage of a brother’s widow was, in 


certain cafes, not only permtted, but even enjoined as a po- ~ 


fitive precept by the Mofaial law. "It is im vain to fay, that 
this precept was an exception to the rule ; and an exceptiow 
confined merely to. the Jewih nation. ‘The inference is fuill 
jut, that fuch a marriage an contain no natural or moral 

turpitude ; 
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turpitude ; otherwife God, wh is the author of all purity; 
would never, in any cafe, have enjoined it, 


NOTE [BE], p. 112. 

BS HOP BURNET has given us an account of the 

number of bulls requifite fe Cranmer’s inftallation. By 
one bull, direéted to the king, 1e is, upon the royal nomiha- 
tion, made archbifhop of Cantebury. By a fecond, dire&ted 
to himfelf, he is alfo made arclbifhop. By a third, he is ab- 
folved from all cenfures. _A farth is direéted to the fuffra- 
gans, requiring them to receie and acknowledge him as 
archbifhop, A fifth to the deanind chapter, to the fame pur- 
pofe. A fixth to the clergy of Canterbary. A feventh to all 
the laity in his fee. An eight: to all that held lands of it. 
By a ninth he was ordered to bi confecrated, taking the oath 
that was in the pontifical. By tenth the pall was fent him. 
By an eleventh, the archbifhoy of York, and the bithop of 
London, were required to. putit on him. ‘Thefe were fo 
many devices to draw fees to offices, which the popes had 
ereCied, and difpofed of for mmey. It may be worth obferv- 
ing, that Cranmer, before he tok the oath to the pope, made 
a proteftation, that he did not intend thereby to reftrain him- 
felf from any thing that he wasbound to, either by his duty 
to God, the king, or the comtry ; and that he renounced 
every thing in it that was contray to any of thefe, This was 
the invention of fome cafuilt, ind not very compatible with 
that ftrict fincerity, and that {cnpulous confcience, of which 
Cranmer made profeflion. Cdlier, vol, ii. in Coll, N° 22, 
Burnet, vol. i, p..128, 129. 


NOTE [F], p. 128. 


ERE are the terms in which the king’s minifter ex. 

prefled -himfelf to the pore. An non, inquam, fanc- 
titas veftra plerofque habet quilufeum arcanum aliquid credi- 
derit, putet id non. minus celtum effe quam fi uno tantum 
pectore contineretur; quod muto magis fereniflimo Anglia 
Regievenire debet, cui finguli n fuo regnofunt fubjefti, ne» 
que etiam velint, poffunt Regi ion efle fidelifimi. Ve nams 
que illis, fi vel parvo momentoab illius yoluntate recederent, 
. Gg 3 Le 
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Le Grand, tom. iii. p. 113. The kig once faid publicly 
before the council, that if any one fpokof him or his actions, 
in terms which became them not, he ould let them know, 
that he was mafter. Et quw’il n’y aurovfi belle tete qu'il ne 
fit voler. Id. p. 218. 


NOTE [G], p. 58. ' 

HIS letter contains fo much natte and even elegance, 

as to deferve to be tranfmitted to ofterity, without any 
alteration in the expreflion. It is as foows. 

«« Sir, your grace’s difpleafure anay imprifonment are ; 


«‘ things fo ftrange unto me, as whato write, or what to } 
€ excufe, I am altogether ignorant. Thereas you fend unto 4 
<« me (willing me to confefs a truth, nd fo obtain your fa- # 
‘ your) by fuch an one, whom you kow to be mine ancient 4 
<< profefled enemy, Ino fooner receive this meflage by him, a 
«¢ than I rightly conceived your meaing ; and, if, as you 4 
* fay, confefling a truth indeed mayprocure my fafety, I 4 
‘¢fhall with all willingnefs and dw perform your com- a 


‘¢ mand. 
<¢ But let not your grace ever imagit, that your poor wife 
<« will ever be brought to acknowledga fault, where not fo 
« much asathought thereof preceded. And to fpeak a truth, 
“* never prince had wife more loyal all duty, and in all 
<< true affection, than you have ever jandin Anne Boleyn: 
«© With which name and place I coid willingly have con- 
‘< tented myfelf, if God and your gr:e’s pleafure had been 
<< {9 pleafed. Neither did I at any tie fo far forget myfelf « 
«in my exaltation or received queenip, but that I always 
‘© looked for fuch an alteration as I nw find for the ground 
<< of my preferment being on no fur foundation than your 
** grace’s fancy, the leaft alteration Inew was fit and fuffi- 
¢« cient to draw that fancy to fome oter objet. You have 
s chofen me from a low eftate to be yur queen and compa- 
¢ nion, far beyond my defert or defi. If then you found 
« me worthy of fuch honour, good our grace let not any 
s* light fancy, or bad counfel of nne enemies, withdraw 
‘© your princely favour from me; nener let that ftain, that 
¢ unworthy ftain, of a difloyal het towards your good 
‘© graces 
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grace, ever caft fo ful a blot on your mof dutiful wife, 


** and the infant prinefs your daughter. Try me, good 


<¢ 
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king, but let me hav a lawful trial, and let not my fiyorn 
enemies fit as my acufers and judges; yea let me receive 
an open trial, for mytruth fhall fear no open fhame; then 
fhall you fee either mne innocence,cleared, your fufpicion 
and confcience fatistd, the ignominy and flander of the 
world ftopped, or mjguilt openly declared. So that what- 
foever God or you my determine of me, your-grace may 
be freed from an opn.cenfure, and mine offence being fo 
lawfully proved, yor grace is at liberty, both before God 
and man, ‘not only » execute worthy punifhment on me as 
an unlawful wife, bt to follow your affeftion, already fet- 
tled on that party, fc whofe fake Iam now as lam, whofe 
name I could fomegood while fince have pointed unto, 
your. grace not beingignorant of my fufpicion therein. 

«< But if you have alzady determined of me, and that not 
only my death, but 2 infamous flander muft bring you the 
enjoying of your deted happinefs ; then I defire of God, 
that he will pardonyour great fin therein, and likewife 
mine enemies, the ittruments thereof, and that he will not 
call you to a ftri& ccount for your unprincely and cruel 
ufage of me, at his gneral judgment-feat, where both you 
and myfelf muft fhorly appear, and in whofe judgment I 
doubt not (whatfoerr the world may think of me) mine 
innocence {hall be oenly known, and fufficiently cleared. 
“ My laft and only 2queft. fhall be, that myfelf may only 
bear the burden ofyour grace’s difpleafure, and that it 
may not touch the inocent fouls of thofe poor gentlemen, 
who (as I underftan) are likewife in ftrait imprifonment 
for my fake. If eveI have found favour in your fight, if 
ever the name of Ane Boleyn hath been pleafing in your 
ears, then let me obiin this requeft, and I will fo leave to 
trouble your grace ay further, with mine earneft_ prayers 
to the Trinity to hav your grace in his good keeping, and 


_€ to direét you in all yur a@tions. From my doleful prifon 
«© in the Tower, this fith of May; 


‘© Your moft loyaland ever faithful wife, 
Gr 4 ‘¢ Anne Boteyn.” 
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NOTE [H], p. 169. 
A Propofal had formerly been made in the convocation for 
the abolition of the lefler monafteries ; and had teen 

much oppofed by hifhop Fifher, who was then alive. He told 

his brethren, that this was fairly fhowing the king the way, 
how he might cone at the greater monafteries.  <* An “ax,” 
faid he, ‘* whichwanted a handle, came upon a time into the 
<¢ wood, making iis moan to the great trees, that he wanted 
¢¢ a handle to wok withal, and for that caufe he was con~ 
¢ ftrained to fit ide ; therefore he made it his requeft to them, 
¢¢ that they wouldbe pleafed to grant him one of their fmall 
*< faplings within the wood to make him a handle; who, 
«© miftrufting no guile, granted him one oftheir {maller trees 
‘to make him ahandle. But now becoming a completeax, 
‘he fell fo to-wak, within the fame wood, that, in procefs 
<< of time, there was neither great nor fmall trees to be found 
«© in the place, where the wood ftood. Andfo, my lords, if 
« you grant the king thefe fmaller monafteries, you do but 
ée make him a ‘haadle, whereby, at his own pleafure, he may 
« cut down all the cedars within your Lebanons.” Dr. Bai- 
lie’s life of bifho> Fifher, p. 108. ; 


NOTE [1j, p. 182. 


HERE isa curious paflage, with regard to the fup- 
-#  preflion of nonafteries, to be found in Coke’s inftitutes, 
4th Inft. chap. 1,p. 44, It is worth tran{cribing, as it fhews 
the ideas of the Englifh government, entertained during the 
reign of Henry VIII. and even in the time of Sir Edward 
Coke, when he vrote his Inftitutes. It clearly appears, that the 
people had then little notion of being jealous of their liberties, 
were defirous of making the crown quite independent, and 
wifhed only to mmove from them felves, as much as poflible, 
the burthens of government. A large ftanding army, anda 
fixed revenue, would, on thefe conditions, have been regard- 


ed as great blefings ; and it was owing entirely to the prodi~. 


eality of Henry, and to his little fufpicion that the power of 
the crown couldsver fail, that the Englith owe all: their prefent 
| . liherty. 
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liberty. The title of the chapter in Coke 5; Advice concerning 


new and plaufible Projects and Offers in Paliament. “© When 


‘* any plaufible project,’ fays,he, ‘‘ is made in parliament, 
“¢ to draw the lords and commons to aflem to any att, (efpe- 
‘© cially in matters of weight and importace) if both houfes 
** do give upon the matter projected and promifed their con- 
‘* fent, it fhall be moft neceflary, they bing trufted for the 
“« commonwealth, to have the matter proected and promifed 
‘¢ (which moved the houfes to confent) » be eftablifhed in 
** the fame act, left the benefit of the a€@tbe taken, and the 
“© matter projected and promifed never peformed, and fothe 
**houfes of parliament perform not the trift repofed in them, 
‘©as it fell out (taking one example formany) in the reign 
** of Henry the eighth : On the king’s lehalf, the members 
¢* of both houfes were informed in parlianent, that no king 
“ or kingdom was fafe, but where the kng had three abili. 
‘6 ties; 1. To live of his own, and able todefend his kingdom 
“¢ upon any fudden invafion or infurrecton, 2. Toaid his 
“* confederates, otherwife they would rever affit him. 3, 
“© To reward his well deferving fervant. Now the project 
‘¢ was, that if the parliament. would gve unto him al! the 
‘« abbies, priories, friories, nunneries, ard other monatteries, 
«« that, for ever in time then to come, 1¢ would take order 
«© that the fame fhould not be convertedto private ufes: but 
“< firft, that his exchequer for the purpfes aforefaid fhould 
‘* be enriched; fecondly, the kingdom ftrengthened by a 
‘¢ continual maintenance of forty thoufind well-trained fol- 
‘¢ diers, with {kilful captains and commmnders ; thirdly, for 
« the benefit and eafe of the fubje&t, wio never afterwards, 
‘¢ (as was projected) in any time to coms, fhould be charged 
‘‘ with fubfidies, fifteenths, loans, or cher common aids.; 
‘<©fourthly, left the honour-of the realn fhould receive any 
‘¢ diminution of honour by the diffolutin of -the faid mona- 
«« fteries, there being twenty-nine lordsof .parliament of the 
¢¢ abbots and priors, (that held of the king per baronian, 
«© whereof more in the next leaf) that tle king would create 
‘© number of nobles, which we omit. The faid monatteries 
« were given to the king by authority o’ divers atts of par 
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** liament, but. no provifion was therein made for the faid. 


** project, or any part thereof.’ 


NOTE [K], p. 192. 


OLLIER, in his ecclefiaftical hiftory, vol. ii. p. 152. 
has preferved an account which Cromwel gave of this 
conference, in a letter to Sir Thomas Wyat, the king’s em- 
baflador in Germany. “ The king’s majefty,” fays Cromwel, 
“¢ for the reverence of the holy facrament of the altar, did fit 
** openly in his hall, and there prefided at the difputation, 


“* procefs and judgment of a miferable heretic facramentary, 


<< who was burned the 2zoth of November. It was a wonder 
*< to fee how princely, with how excellent gravity, and ine- 
“* ftimable majefty his highnefs exercifed there the very office 
“© of fupreme head of the church of England. How benignly 
** his gtace eflayed to convert the miferable man: How ftrong 
«‘ and manifeft reafons his highnefs alledged againft him. I 
«« wifh the princes and potentates of Chriftendom to have had 
“*a meet place to have feen it. Undoubtedly they fhould 
“‘ have much marvelled at his majefty’s mof high wifdom 
“‘and judgment, and reputed him no otherwife after the 
«‘ fame, than in a manner the mirror and light of al! other 
‘* kings and princes in Chriftendom.” It was by fuch flatte- 
ries, that Henry was engaged to make his fentiments the 
ftandard to all mankind; and was determined to enforce, by 
the fevereft penalties, his frong and manifef? reafons for tran- 
fubftantiation. 


NOTE {L], p. 195. 


HERE isa ftory, that the duke of Norfolk, meeting, foon 

after this act was paffed, one of his chaplains, who was 
fufpected of favouring the reformation, faid to him, “* Now, 
«¢ Sir, what think you of the law to hinder priefts from having 
‘* wives?” ‘“* Yes, my lord,” replies the chaplain, “* you 
‘* have done that; but I will anfwer for it, you cannot hinder 
“* men’s wives from having priefts.” 


NOTE 


NOTES TO THE FOURTH VOLUME. 
NOTE [M], p. 210. 


O fhow how much Henry fported with law and common 

fenfe; how fervilely the parliament followed all his 
caprices ; and how much both of them were loft to all fenfe of 
fhame ; an aét was pafied this feffion, declaring, that a pre- 
contra&t fhould be no ground for annulling a marriage ; as if 
that pretext had not been made ufe of both in the cafe of Anne 
Boleyn and Anne of Cleves. Butthe king’sintention in this 
law is faid to be a defign of reftoring the princefs Elizabeth to 
her right of legitimacy ; and it was his chara¢ter never to look 
farther than the prefent object, without regarding the incon- 
fiftency of his condu&. The parliamentmade it high treafon 


to deny the diffolution of Henry’s marriage with Anne of 
Cleves. Herbert. 


NOTE [N], p. 221. 
T was enacted by this parliament, that there fhould be 
trial of treafon in any county where the king fhould ap- 
point by commiffion. The ftatutes of treafon had been ex- 
tremely multiplied in this reign ; and fuch an expedient faved 
trouble and charges in trying that crime. The fame parlia- 


‘ment erected Ireland into a kingdom ; and Henry heagceforth 


annexed the title of king of Ireland to his other titles. This 
feffion, the commons firft began the practice of freeing any of 
their- members, who were arrefted, by a writ iffued by the 
fpeaker. Formerly it was ufual for them to apply for a writ 
from chancery to that purpofe. ‘This precedent encreafed the 
authority of the commons, and had afterwards important 
confequences. Hollingfhed, p- 955; 956. Baker, p. 289. 


NOTE [O], p. 230. 

T HE perfecutions, exercifed during James’s reign, are 
not to be afcribed to his bigotry, a vice, of which he 
feems to have been as free as Francis the firft or the emperor 
Charles, both of whom, as well as James, fhewed, in differ- 
ent periods of their lives, even an inclination to the new doc- 
trines, ‘The extremities, to which all thefe princes were car- 
ried, proceeded entirely from the fituation of affairs, during 
that age, which rendered it impoffible for them to a¢t with 
greater 
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greater temper or moderation, after they had embraced the 
refolution of fupporting the ancient eftablithments. So violent 
was the propenfity of the times towards innovation, that’ a 
bare toleration of the new preachers was equivalent to aforms 
ed defign of changing the national religion. 


NOTE [P], p. 296. 


POTSWOOD, p.75. The fame author, p. 92. tells 
us a ftory, which confirms this charaéter of the popifh 
clergy in Scotland. It became a great difpute in the univerfity 
of St. Andrews, whether the pater fhould be faid to God or 
the faints. ‘The friars, who knew in general that the reform= 
ers neglected the faints, were determined to maintain their 


honour with great obftinacy, but they knew not upon what 


topics to found their doctrine. Some held that the pater was 
faid to God formaliter, and to faints materialiter ; others, to 
God principaliter,. and to faints minus principaliter ; others 
would have it ultimate and non ultimate ; But the majority 
feemed to hold, that the pater was faid to God capiendo ftrife, 
and to faints capiendo large. A fimple fellow, who ferved the 
fub prior, thinking there was fome great matter in hand, that 
made the doctors hold fo many conferences together, afked him 
one day what the matter was ; the fub-prior anfwering, Tom, 
that was the fellow’s name, we cannot agree to whom the pater- 

nofter foould be faid. We fuddenly replied, To whom, Sir, 
feould it be faid, but unto God? 'Then faid the fub-prior, 

What foall we do with the faints? He anfwered, Give them 
Aves and Greeds enow in the devil's name; for that may Suffice 
them. ‘The anfwer going abroad, many faid, that he had 
given awifer decifien than all the deGors had done with all their 
a aiftinctzous. 


NOTE [Q),-p-"g2t. 


ANOT HIER act, pafled this feffion, takes notice in the 
Eatatt2 that the city of York, formerly well inha- 
bited, was now much.decayed: Infomuch that many of the 
cures could not afford a competent maintenance to the i incum- 
hents; To remedy this inconvenience, the magittrates were 


impowered to unite as many parifhes-as they thought proper, 
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An. ecclefiatical hiftorian, Collier, voli ii. Pp. 230, thinks, 
that this decay of York is chiefly to’be afcribed to the diffolu- 
tion of monafteries, by which the revenues fell intothe hands 
of perfons who lived at a diftance. 

A very grievous tax was impofed this feffion upon the whole 
ftock and monied intereft of the kingdom, and even upon its 
induftry. It was a fhillingin the pound yearly, during three 
years, on every perfon worth ten pounds or upwards: The 
double on aliens and denizens. Thefe laf, if above twelve 
years of age, and if worth lefs than twenty fhillings, were to 
pay eight pence yearly. Every wether was to pay two-pence 
yearly ; every yew three-pence. The woollen manufactures 
Were to pay eight-pence a pound on the value of all the cloth 
- they made. Thefe exorbitant taxes on money are a proof, 
that few people lived on money lent at intereft: For this tax 
amounts to half of the yearly income of all money holders, 
during three years, eftimating their intereft at the rate allowed 
by law; and was too grievous to be borne, if many pertfons 
had been affected by it. It is remarkable, that no tax at all 
was laid upon land this fefion.. The profits of merchandife 
were commonly fo high, that it was fuppofed it could bear 
this impofition. The moft abfurd part of the laws feems to be 
the tax upon the woollen manufaftures. See 2 & 3 Edw. Vi. 
cap. 36. The fubfequent parliament repealed the tax on fheep 
and woollen cloth. 3.& 4 Edw. VI. cap. 23. But they con- 
tinued the other tax a year longer. Ibid. 

The clergy taxed themfelves at fix fhillings in the pound to 
he paid in three years. This taxation was ratified in parlia- 
ment, which had been the common practice fince the reform. 
ation, implying that the clergy have no legiflative power, 
even over themfelves. See 2 & 3 Edw. VI. cap. 35. 


N‘O T E [R], p. gor. 
HE pope at firft gave cardinal Pole powers to tranfact 
only with regard to the paft fruits of the church lands ; 
but being admonithed of the danger attending any attempt to- 


wards.a tefumption of the lands; he enlarged the cardinal’s 
powers, 
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powers, and granted him authority to enfure the future pof- 
feffion of the church lands to the prefent proprietors. ‘There 
was only one claufe in the cardinal’s powers that has given oc- 
cafion for fome fpeculation. An exception was made of fuch 
cafes as Pole fhould think important enough to merit the being 
communicated to the holy fee. But Pole fimply ratified the 
poffefiion of all the church lands; and his commiffion had 
given him full powers to that purpofe. See Harleyan Mifcel- 
lany, vol. vii. p. 264. 266. It is true, fome councils have 
declared, that it exceeds even the power of the pope to alie- 
nate any church lands; and the pope, according to his con- 
venience, or power, may either adhere to or recede from this 
declaration. But every year gave folidity to the right of the 
proprietors of church lands, and diminifhed the authority of 
the popes; fo that men’s. dread of popery in fubfequent 
times was more founded on party or religious zeal, than on 
very folid reafons. 


NOTE [5S], p- 449: 

TH E paffage of Holling/bed, in the Discourfe prefixed to his 

Hiftory; and which fome afcribe to Harrifon, is as follows. 
Speaking of the encreafe of luxury : Neither do I fpeak this in 
reproach of any man ; God is my judge ; but to thew, that I 
do rejoice rather to fee how God has bleffed us with his good 
gifts, and to behold how that in a time wherein all things are 
grown to moft exceflive prices, we do yet find the means to 


obtain and atchieve fuch furniture as heretofore has been im-. 
pofible: There are old men yet dwelling in the village where _ 


I remain, which have noted three things to be marvellouily 
altered in England within their found remembrance. One is 
the multitude of chimnies lately ereéted ; whereas in their 
young days, there were not above two or three, if fo many, 
in moft uplandifh towns of the realm (the religious houfes and 
manor places of their lords always excepted, and peradven- 
ture fome great perfonagé} ; but each made his fire againft a 
reredofie in the hall where he dined and dreffed his ineat. 
The fecond is the great amendment of lodging: For, faid 
they, our fathers and “we ourfelves have lain full oft upon 


ftraw pallettes covered only with a fheet under coverlets made. 
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of dagfwaine or hopharlots (I ufe their own terms), anda 
good round log under their head inftead of a bolfter. If it 
were fo, that the father or the good-man of the houfe had a 
matrafs or flockbed, and. thereto a fack of chaff to reft his 
head upon, he thought himfelf to be as well lodged as the lord 
of the town: So well were they contented. Pillows, {aid 
they, were thought meet only for women in child bed: As 
for fervants, if they had any fheet above them, it was well : 
For feldom had they any under their bodies to keep them 
from the pricking ftraws, that ran oft through the canvas, 
and razed their hardened hydes. The third thing they tell 
of is, the exchange of Treene platers (/o called, I /uppofe, 
Srom Tree or Wood) into pewter, and wooden fpoons into filver 
ortin. For focommon were all forts of treene veffels in old 
time, that a man fhould hardly find four pieces of pewter (of 
which one was peradventure a falt) in a good farmer’s houfe. 
Defcription of Britain, chap. x. Again, in chap. xvi. In 
times paft men were contented to dwell in houfes builded of 
fallow, willow, &c.; fo that the ufe of the oak was in a man- 
ner dedicated wholly unto churches, religious houfes, princes 
palaces, navigation, &c. but now fallow, &c. are rejected, 
and nothing but oak any where regarded; and yet fee the 
change, for. when our houfes were builded of willow, then 
had we oaken men; but now that our houfes are come to be 
made of oak, our men are not only become willow, but a 
great many altogether of ftraw, which is a fore alteration. 
In thefe the courage of the owner was a fufficient defence to 
Keep the houfe in fafety ; but now the affurance of the timber 
muft defend the men from robbiag. Now have we many 
chimnies ; and yet our tenderlines complain of rheums, ca- 
tarrhs, and pofes; then had we none but reredoffes, and our 
heads did never ach. For as the fmoke in thofe days was 
fuppofed to be a fufficient hardening for the timber of the 
houfe ; fo it was reputed a far better medicine to keep the 
goodman and his family from the quacke or pofe, wherewith, 
as then, very few were acquainted. Again, in chap. xviii. 
Our pewterers in time paft employed the ufe of pewter only 
upon difhes and pots, and a few other trifles for fervice ; 
whereas now, they are grown into fuch exqufiite cunning, 
3 that 
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that they can in manner imitate by. infufion any form or fa- 

fhion of cup, difh, falt, or bowl or goblet which is made by 

goldfmith’s craft, though they be never fo curious and very, 
artificially forged. In fome places beyond the fea, a garnifh 

of good flat Englith pewter (I fay flat, becaufe difhes and 

platters in my time begin to be made deep and like bafons, 

and are indeed more convenient both for fauce and keeping 
the meat warm) is almoft efteemed fo precious as the like 
number of veflels that are made of fine filver. Ifthe reader is 
curious to know the hour of meals in queen Elizabeth's reign, he 
may learn it from the Jame Author.. With us the nobility, 
gentry, and ftudents do ordinarily go to dinner at eleven be- 
fore noon, and to fupper at five, or between five and fix at 
afterncon. The merchants. dine and fup feldom. before 
twelve at noon and fix at night, efpecially in London. The 
hufbandmen dine alfo at high noon, as they call it, and fup 
at feven or eight; but out of term in our univerfities the 
fcholars dine at ten. 

Froiffart mentions waiting on the duke of Lancafter at 
five o’clock in the afternoon, when he had fupped. ‘Thefe 
hours are fill more early. It is hard to tell, why, all 
over the world, as the age becomes more luxurious, the 
hours become later. Is it the crowd of amufements that 
puth on the hours gradually or are the people of fafhion' bet- 
ter pleafed with the fecrecy and filence of noéturnal hours, 
when the induftrious vulgar are all gone to reft? In rude 
ages men have few amufements or occupations but what day~- 
light affords them. 
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